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Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

“Given a Seat” 
Rev. Paul D. Sundbom 

7:30am & 9am Sunday, August 31, 2025 in the Sanctuary 
Trinity Lutheran Church & School 

Wausau, Wisconsin 

Take away the wicked from the 
presence of the king,  

and his throne will  
be established in righteousness. Proverbs 25:5 
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Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

“Given a Seat” 
Rev. Paul D. Sundbom 

7:30am & 9am Sunday, August 31, 2025 
 

AS WE GATHER Entering the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem, the traditional 

site of the birth of Jesus, is one of the most memorable experiences for any Christian pil-
grim visiting the Holy Land. First constructed at the commission of Roman Emperor Con-
stantine the Great in AD 326, the church is on the oldest site continually used for worship 
by Christians anywhere in the world. Although the basilica initially had a grand arched 
entrance in its first thousand years, it came into a period of disuse and neglect after the 
conquest of the Holy Land by the Islamic rulers of the Ottoman Empire in AD 1516. In an 
effort to prevent people from entering the church with horses and cattle, the Christians 
caring for the building at that time walled up the main entrance, leaving only a very small 
door. This opening has ever since been known as the “Door of Humility.” It makes a most 
fitting way for those who come to worship at the site of the manger of the Christ Child to 
enter that sacred space. Where we worship here and now is also a sacred space. Although 
we may not have needed to bow down to enter the front door today, bringing an attitude 
of humility to our worship of our gracious Lord is truly fitting for us.  
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC  
 

RINGING of the BELLS 
 

WELCOME 
 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 
 

OPENING VERSICLES 

 



3 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

ANTIPHON 
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VENITE 
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Service of the Word 
READING                  Proverbs 25:2-10 
It is the glory of God to conceal things, but the glory of kings is to search things out.  
3As the heavens for height, and the earth for depth, so the heart of kings is unsearch-
able. 4Take away the dross from the silver, and the smith has material for a vessel; 
5take away the wicked from the presence of the king, and his throne will be estab-
lished in righteousness. 6Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence or stand 
in the place of the great, 7for it is better to be told, “Come up here,” than to be put 
lower in the presence of a noble. What your eyes have seen 8do not hastily bring into 
court, for what will you do in the end, when your neighbor puts you to shame? 
9Argue your case with your neighbor himself, and do not reveal another’s secret, 
10lest he who hears you bring shame upon you, and your ill repute have no end. 
L O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

READING                        Luke 14:1-14 
One Sabbath, when [Jesus] went to dine at the house of a ruler of the Pharisees,  
they were watching him carefully. 2And behold, there was a man before him who had 
dropsy. 3And Jesus responded to the lawyers and Pharisees, saying, “Is it lawful to 
heal on the Sabbath, or not?” 4But they remained silent. Then he took him and healed 
him and sent him away. 5And he said to them, “Which of you, having a son or an ox 
that has fallen into a well on a Sabbath day, will not immediately pull him out?” 6And 
they could not reply to these things. 7Now he told a parable to those who were invit-
ed, when he noticed how they chose the places of honor, saying to them, 8“When you 
are invited by someone to a wedding feast, do not sit down in a place of honor, lest 
someone more distinguished than you be invited by him, 9and he who invited you 
both will come and say to you, ‘Give your place to this person,’ and then you will 
begin with shame to take the lowest place. 10But when you are invited, go and sit in 
the lowest place, so that when your host comes he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up 
higher.’ Then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at table with you. 
11For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will 
be exalted.” 12He said also to the man who had invited him, “When you give a dinner 
or a banquet, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich 
neighbors, lest they also invite you in return and you be repaid. 13But when you give a 
feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, 14and you will be blessed, be-
cause they cannot repay you. You will be repaid at the resurrection of the just.” 
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L O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Canticle 
TE DEUM 
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A SPECIAL MESSAGE for the CHILDREN 
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HYMN    “To Thee, Omniscient Lord of All”    LSB 613 

 

 

 

 
Text: Magnus Brostrup Landstad, 1802–80; tr. Carl Döving, 1867–1937, alt.  Tune: attr. Martin Luther, 1483–1546  Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON        “Given a Seat”     Rev. Paul D. Sundbom 
 

GATHERING of TITHES and OFFERINGS 
MUSICAL OFFERING 
 

Prayer 
KYRIE 
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PRAYER of the CHURCH (After each petition, the following is said…) 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
 

COLLECT of the DAY 

P O Lord of grace and mercy, teach us by Your Holy Spirit to follow the exam-
ple of Your Son in true humility, that we may withstand the temptations of 
the devil and with pure hearts and minds avoid ungodly pride; through the 
same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
 kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 
P From where does my help come? 
C My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 
 

(Silence for meditation and reflection.) 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father: 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eter-
nal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 
them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. Forgive me all my sins and 
grant me the power of Your Holy Spirit that I may amend my sinful life. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake for-
gives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 



10 

P May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion 
in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 
 

WORDS of INSTITUTION 
 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION  

Christ invites all repentant sinners to partake in His feast of forgiveness – the Lord’s Supper. LCMS  
communicant members are invited to examine their faith using pages 329-330 in the hymnal and  
receive the Savior’s body and blood. Grape juice is available in the center of the trays in lieu of wine. 
Gluten free wafers are available upon request. Visitors wishing to commune should see a pastor or an 
elder before service. We ask this because we love you. 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS    “God of Grace and God of Glory”  LSB 850 

         “Voices Raised to You We Offer”    LSB 795 
 

DISMISSAL 

 

BENEDICAMUS 

L Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

BENEDICTION 

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the commun-
ion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN  “Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus”   LSB 660 

 



11 

 

 

 
Text: George Duffield, Jr., 1818–88, alt.  Tune: George J. Webb, 1803–87  Text and tune: Public domain 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

POSTLUDE 
 
 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, 

English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permis-
sion. All rights reserved.  Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House. 

 
 
 

PRESIDING MINISTER: Rev. Paul D. Sundbom, Associate Pastor 
LITURGIST: Rev. Peter C. Williamson, Associate Pastor 
ORGANIST: Adele Bluhm 
ELDERS: 7:30am—Bob Zimmerman, Tim Rock; 9am—Dan Schwantes, Jeff Kelm 



12 

 

WELCOME TO TRINITY!  
Your presence is very special to us. May your faith be strengthened and your life  

enriched as you join us in worship to God! 

 WORSHIP SCHEDULE—Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday. We invite those who 
have been instructed in the teachings of the Evangelical Lutheran Church to receive the Sacra-
ment of the Altar. Others are asked to speak with a pastor  before receiving the Sacrament. 
Gluten free wafers are available upon request. 

 

 LARGE PRINT—large print copies of the bulletin are available on the table in the Narthex or 
you may ask the usher for one. 

 

 CHILDREN’S BULLETINS—for ages 3-6 & 7-12 years, are available on the table in the Narthex.  

 NURSERY—for children ages 3 & under. The upper level nursery is located near the Church 
Lounge on Sundays. Please Note: The upper level nursery will be unstaffed unless volunteers are available. 

• CHRISTIAN EDUCATION—Sunday School is available for children 4 years old through 6th 

Grade at 10:15am on Sunday mornings during the school year. Christian Education courses for 
adults and young adults are held at 10:15am on Sunday mornings & various times throughout 
the week during the school year. Trinity is committed to Christian Education through the 4K-
8th grade School and our Childcare (infant through 13 years). 

 

 ELEVATOR—is located next to the nursery on the upper level. On the lower level the elevator 
is located across from Classroom #101, which is past the offices. Use as needed. 

 

 RESTROOMS—Narthex level across from the Library, lower level next to the elevator.  
 

 JOINING TRINITY—We invite you to become part of this Christian community! If interested in 
membership, please speak with an elder or pastor, and we will contact you. 

TRADITIONAL/BLENDED WORSHIP SERVICES IN THE SANCTUARY— 
7:30am & 9am Sunday 

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP SERVICE IN THE SPIRITUAL LIFE CENTER (SLC)— 
5pm Saturday 

MISSION & VISION STATEMENT: 
Teach the Faith—Love the Lost—Connect all to Christ 

501 STEWART AVENUE, WAUSAU, WI  54401 
CHURCH: 715-842-0769  SCHOOL: 715-848-0166  
EMAIL: TRINITY@TRINITYNET.ORG   WEB: WWW.TRINITYWAUSAU.ORG 

Automated Giving  
Options 


