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Second Sunday of Easter 

“The Sure And Certain Hope” 
Rev. Paul D. Sundbom 

7:30am & 9am Sunday, April 12, 2026 in the Sanctuary 
Trinity Lutheran Church & School 

Wausau, Wisconsin 

Though you have not seen him, you love him.  
Though you do not now see him, you believe in him. 

 

1 Peter 1:8 
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Second Sunday of Easter 

“The Sure and Certain Hope” 
Rev. Paul D. Sundbom 

7:30am & 9am Sunday, April 12, 2026 
 

AS WE GATHER “Seeking dedicated worker. Suffering not optional.” If we were to 

read that simple line in a job posting, it certainly would give us pause. People generally want 
to avoid suffering at any cost. Scripture reminds us that there may be a dynamic of discom-
fort to faith-filled living that follows the call of the risen Savior. In his hymn text “‘Come, Fol-
low Me,’ the Savior Spake” from the 1600s, Johann Scheffler concludes, “Then let us follow 
Christ, our Lord, and take the cross appointed and, firmly clinging to His Word, in suff’ring 
be undaunted. For those who bear the battle’s strain the crown of heav’nly life obtain” (LSB 
688:5). The challenges of the twenty-first century may differ from those of the seventeenth, 
but they are just as real. Our Lord promises that He is always with us on our life’s journey. 
With Easter joy, we travel onward together toward His glorious heavenly kingdom!  
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC “Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won”   Cherwien 
 

RINGING of the BELLS 
 

WELCOME 
 

OPENING HYMN “Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won”      LSB 490 

 

 



3 

 

 
Text: Christian Fürchtegott Gellert, 1715–69; tr. Frances E. Cox, 1812–97, alt.  Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662  Text and tune: Public domain 

 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 
 

COMMISSIONING the VISIONING LEADERSHIP TEAM (9am) 
 

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 
to grant us forgiveness. Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and 
eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent 
of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus 
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 



4 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins 
in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

KYRIE          LSB 186 

 

 
 

HYMN of PRAISE  “Gloria in Excelsis”     LSB 187 
P Glory be to God on high:  
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SALUTATION and COLLECT of the DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
P Let us pray. Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s 

resurrection may by Your grace confess in our life and conversation that 
Jesus is Lord and God; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 



6 

Service of the Word 
FIRST READING            Acts 5:29-42 
But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men. 30The 
God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. 31God 
exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and 
forgiveness of sins. 32And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, 
whom God has given to those who obey him.” 33When they heard this, they were 
enraged and wanted to kill them. 34But a Pharisee in the council named Gamaliel, a 
teacher of the law held in honor by all the people, stood up and gave orders to put 
the men outside for a little while. 35And he said to them, “Men of Israel, take care 
what you are about to do with these men. 36For before these days Theudas rose up, 
claiming to be somebody, and a number of men, about four hundred, joined him. He 
was killed, and all who followed him were dispersed and came to nothing. 37After 
him Judas the Galilean rose up in the days of the census and drew away some of the 
people after him. He too perished, and all who followed him were scattered. 38So in 
the present case I tell you, keep away from these men and let them alone, for if this 
plan or this undertaking is of man, it will fail; 39but if it is of God, you will not be able 
to overthrow them. You might even be found opposing God!” So they took his ad-
vice, 40and when they had called in the apostles, they beat them and charged them 
not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 41Then they left the presence of 
the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the 
name. 42And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they did not cease 
teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ. 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE            1 Peter 1:3-9 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mer-
cy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead, 4to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and 
unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5who by God’s power are being guarded through 
faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6In this you rejoice, though 
now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, 7so that 
the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though 
it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the reve-
lation of Jesus Christ. 8Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do 
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not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and 
filled with glory, 9obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

ALLELUIA          LSB 190 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL         John 20:19-31 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter. 

 
On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where 
the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said 
to them, “Peace be with you.” 20When he had said this, he showed them his hands 
and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to 
them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending 
you.” 22And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive 
the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold 
forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.” 24Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called 
the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, 
“We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark 
of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into 
his side, I will never believe.” 26Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and 
Thomas was with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your 
finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do 
not disbelieve, but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Je-
sus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those 
who have not seen and yet have believed.” 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the 
presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 31but these are written 
so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believ-
ing you may have life in his name. 
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P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

 
 

NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 
 and of all things visible and invisible.  
 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 
 of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God 
 of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 
 Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 
 salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit 
 of the  virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us, 
 under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He 
 rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven  and sits 
 at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to 
 judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds 
 from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is 
 worshipped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in 
 one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for 
 the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the 
 life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

A SPECIAL MESSAGE for the CHILDREN 
 

HYMN of the DAY    “Why Should Cross and Trial Grieve Me”  LSB 756 

 



9 

 

 

 
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; (sts. 1–3): tr. Christian Worship, 1993; (sts. 4–5): tr. Stephen P. Starke, 1955  Tune: Johann G. Ebeling, 1637–76  Text (sts. 4–5): © 2004 
Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005874  Text (sts. 1–3) and tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON       “The Sure and Certain Hope”    Rev. Paul D. Sundbom 
 

OFFERTORY         LSB 192 
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GATHERING of TITHES and OFFERINGS 
MUSICAL OFFERING   “He’s Risen, He’s Risen”      Blersch 
 

PRAYER of the CHURCH (After each petition, the following is said…) 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
PREFACE 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 
C It is meet and right so to do. 
 

PROPER PREFACE 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all plac-
es give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most 
especially are we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrec-
tion of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for 
us and bore the sins of the world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and 
by His rising again He has restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary 
Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we laud and 
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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SANCTUS           LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

P Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
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WORDS of INSTITUTION 
 

PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI          LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION  

Christ invites all repentant sinners to partake in His feast of forgiveness – the Lord’s Supper. LCMS  
communicant members are invited to examine their faith using pages 329-330 in the hymnal and  
receive the Savior’s body and blood. Grape juice is available in the center of the trays in lieu of wine. 
Gluten free wafers are available upon request. Visitors wishing to commune should see a pastor or an 
elder before service. We ask this because we love you. 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS “He’s Risen, He’s Risen”   LSB 480 

     “In Thee Is Gladness”    LSB 818 
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NUNC DIMITTIS                 LSB 199 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 

 
THANKSGIVING 
A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
C and His mercy endureth forever. 
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A Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed 
us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent 
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 

 

COMMISSIONING the VISIONING LEADERSHIP TEAM (7:30am) 

 

BENEDICAMUS 

A Bless we the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

BENEDICTION              Numbers 6:24-26 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
 The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 
C Amen, amen, amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN    “Christ Sits at God’s Right Hand”        LSB 564, sts.1,3-4,6 
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Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955  Tune: Hebrew  Text: © 2002 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 
110005874  Tune: Public domain 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

POSTLUDE    “Christ Sits at God’s Right Hand”    Hopson 
 
 
 
 
 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copy-
right © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House. 

 
 
 
 
 

PRESIDING MINISTER: Rev. Paul D. Sundbom, Associate Pastor 
LITURGIST: Rev. James L. Mayland, Senior Pastor 
ORGANIST: Adele Bluhm 
ELDERS: 7:30am—Bob Zimmerman, Tim Rock; 9am—Dan Schwantes, Todd Hauer 
ACOLYTE: 9am—Theo Beaumont 
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WELCOME TO TRINITY!  
Your presence is very special to us. May your faith be strengthened and your life  

enriched as you join us in worship to God! 

 WORSHIP SCHEDULE—Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday. We invite those who 
have been instructed in the teachings of the Evangelical Lutheran Church to receive the Sacra-
ment of the Altar. Others are asked to speak with a pastor  before receiving the Sacrament. 
Gluten free wafers are available upon request. 

 

 LARGE PRINT—large print copies of the bulletin are available on the table in the Narthex or 
you may ask the usher for one. 

 

 CHILDREN’S BULLETINS—for ages 3-6 & 7-12 years, are available on the table in the Narthex.  

 NURSERY—for children ages 3 & under. The upper level nursery is located near the Church 
Lounge on Sundays. Please Note: The upper level nursery will be unstaffed unless volunteers are available. 

• CHRISTIAN EDUCATION—Sunday School is available for children 4 years old through 6th 

Grade at 10:30am on Sunday mornings during the school year. Christian Education courses for 
adults and young adults are held at 10:30am on Sunday mornings & various times throughout 
the week during the school year. Trinity is committed to Christian Education through the 4K-
8th grade School and our Childcare (infant through 13 years). 

 

 ELEVATOR—is located next to the nursery on the upper level. On the lower level the elevator 
is located across from Classroom #101, which is past the offices. Use as needed. 

 

 RESTROOMS—Narthex level across from the Library, lower level next to the elevator.  
 

 JOINING TRINITY—We invite you to become part of this Christian community! If interested in 
membership, please speak with an elder or pastor, and we will contact you. 

TRADITIONAL/BLENDED WORSHIP SERVICES IN THE SANCTUARY— 
7:30am & 9am Sunday 

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP SERVICE IN THE SPIRITUAL LIFE CENTER (SLC)— 
5pm Saturday & 9:15am Sunday 

MISSION & VISION STATEMENT: 
Teach the Faith—Love the Lost—Connect all to Christ 

501 STEWART AVENUE, WAUSAU, WI  54401 
CHURCH: 715-842-0769  SCHOOL: 715-848-0166  
EMAIL: TRINITY@TRINITYNET.ORG   WEB: WWW.TRINITYWAUSAU.ORG 

Automated Giving  
Options 


