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FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

“WHAT IS FAITHFULNESS?”

REV. TIMOTHY D. SMITH
7:30AM & 9AM SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2022

FOCUS God'’s people are sometimes called “the people of the Book.” The written
Word is central to our lives of worship. As John concluded his Gospel account of the life,
death, and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, he states that he could have written
much more extensively than he had done. But as he reflects on what he has shared in his
Gospel, he says, “but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His name” (John 20:31). The
writings of John the Evangelist and of all the other biblical writers are there for us to read
and reread and savor and share both as part of our worship and in our individual lives of
faith. The written Word of the Lord is an essential part of our great and blessed heritage!

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC
RINGING of the BELLS and WELCOME

OPENING HYM “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven” LSB 793
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1 Praise, my soul, the King of heav - en; To His feet your
2 Praise Him for His grace and fa - vor To His peo - ple
3 Fa - ther-like He tends and spares us; Well our fee - ble
4 An - gels, help us to a - dore Him; You be-hold Him
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trib - ute bring; Ran - somed, healed, re - stored, for - giv - en,
in dis - tress; Praise Him still  the same as ev - er,
frame He knows; In His hand He gent - ly bears us,
face to face; Sun and moon, bow down be - fore Him,
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Ev - er - more His prais - es  sing: Al - le - lu - ia,
Slow to chide and swift to bless: Al - le - lu - ia,
Res-cues us from all  our foes. Al - le - lu - ia,
All who dwell in time and space. Al - le - lu - ia,
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al - le - lu - ia! Praise the ev - er - last-ing King.
al -le - lu-ial Glo - rious in His  faith - ful - ness.
al - le - lu-ia!l Wide - ly yet His mer - cy flows.
al - le - lu - ia! Praise with us the God of grace.

Text and tune: Public domain
INVOCATION

In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

9am Ba ptlsm Rev. Timothy D. Smith

“Rylee Rae Meurette”
Daughter of Jacob & Taylor Meurette

APOSTLES’ CREED (an)

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life ~I« everlasting.
Amen.

BAPTISMAL WELCOME

(The newly baptized is welcomed with the following after a reading from the Elder.)
Amen. We welcome you in the name of the Lord.

Confession and Absolution

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
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Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

®

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.

with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We
justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of

Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by
His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father

and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

A u Refrain

Y

This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
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Al-le - ln - ia, al-le - lu-ia, al -le - ln - ia.
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1 — Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was  slain, whose
2 Pow - €r, rich - es, wis-dom,and strength, and
3 Sing with all the peo - ple of God, and
4 Bless - ing, hon -or, glo - ry, and might be to
5 For the Lamb_ who was slain has be -
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blood set us free to be peo - ple of God. Refrain
hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are His. Refrain
join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion:  Stanza 4
God and the Lamb for -ev-er. A - men. Refrain
gun His reign. Al -le - lu - ia.  Final Refrain
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Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu-ia, al-le - lu - ia.

SALUTATION and PRAYER of the DAY

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray. O God, You have told us not to be anxious about what we need
for this life. Move our hearts to seek You and Your kingdom, that all good
things may be given to us as well; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Service of the Word
OLD TESTAMENT Amos 8:4-7

Hear this, you who trample on the needy and bring the poor of the land to an end,
> saying, “When will the new moon be over, that we may sell grain? And the Sab-
bath, that we may offer wheat for sale, that we may make the ephah small and the
shekel great and deal deceitfully with false balances, ® that we may buy the poor
for silver and the needy for a pair of sandals and sell the chaff of the wheat?” ’ The
Lord has sworn by the pride of Jacob: “Surely | will never forget any of their deeds.
This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE 1 Timothy 2:1-15
First of all, then, | urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings
be made for all people, % for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may
lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. > This is good, and
it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, * who desires all people to be saved
and to come to the knowledge of the truth. ° For there is one God, and there is
one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, ® who gave himself as
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a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper time. ’ For this | was
appointed a preacher and an apostle (I am telling the truth, | am not lying), a teach-
er of the Gentiles in faith and truth. ® | desire then that in every place the men
should pray, lifting holy hands without anger or quarreling; ? likewise also that
women should adorn themselves in respectable apparel, with modesty and self-
control, not with braided hair and gold or pearls or costly attire, % hut with what is
proper for women who profess godliness—with good works. ! Let a woman learn
quietly with all submissiveness. 21 do not permit a woman to teach or to exercise
authority over a man; rather, she is to remain quiet. 3 For Adam was formed first,
then Eve; % and Adam was not deceived, but the woman was deceived and became
a transgressor. 1> Yet she will be saved through childbearing—if they continue in
faith and love and holiness, with self-control.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 16:1-15

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.
[Jesus] also said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and
charges were brought to him that this man was wasting his possessions. > And he
called him and said to him, ‘What is this that | hear about you? Turn in the account
of your management, for you can no longer be manager.’ > And the manager said
to himself, ‘What shall | do, since my master is taking the management away from
me? | am not strong enough to dig, and | am ashamed to beg. * | have decided what
to do, so that when | am removed from management, people may receive me into
their houses.” > So, summoning his master's debtors one by one, he said to the first,
‘How much do you owe my master?’ ® He said, ‘A hundred measures of oil.” He said
to him, ‘Take your bill, and sit down quickly and write fifty.” ’ Then he said to anoth-
er, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He said, ‘A hundred measures of wheat.’ He said
to him, ‘Take your bill, and write eighty.’ ® The master commended the dishonest
manager for his shrewdness. For the sons of this world are more shrewd in dealing
with their own generation than the sons of light. > And I tell you, make friends for
yourselves by means of unrighteous wealth, so that when it fails they may receive
you into the eternal dwellings. 19 “One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful
in much, and one who is dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much. ** If
then you have not been faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to you
6



the true riches? *2 And if you have not been faithful in that which is another's, who
will give you that which is your own? 3 No servant can serve two masters, for ei-
ther he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and
despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.”  The Pharisees, who were
lovers of money, heard all these things, and they ridiculed him. > And he said to
them, “You are those who justify yourselves before men, but God knows your
hearts. For what is exalted among men is an abomination in the sight of God.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
HYMN of the DAY “What Is the World to Me” LSB 730
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1 What is the world to me With all its vaunt - ed plea - sure
2 The world seeks to be praised And hon-ored by the might - y
3 The world seeks af - ter wealth And all that mam-mon of - fers
4 What is the world to me! My Je -sus is my trea - sure,
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When You, and You a - lone, Lord Je - sus, are my trea - sure!
Yet nev-er once re - flects That they are frail and flight - y.
Yet nev-er is con -tent Though gold should fill its cof - fers.
My life, my health, my wealth, My friend, my love, my plea - sure,
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You on -1ly, dear - est Lord, My soul’s de - light shall be;
But what I tru - ly prize A - bove all things is He,
I have a high - er good, Con-tent with it Tl be:
My joy, my crown, my al, My bliss e - ter - nal - ly.
o) . .
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You are my peace,my rest. What is the world to me!
My Je - sus, He a - lone. What is the world to me!
My Je - sus is my wealth. What is the world to me!
Once more, then, I de - clare: What is the world to me!
Text and tune: Public domain
SERMON “What Is Faithfulness?” Rev. Timothy D. Smith
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NICENE CREED (7:30am only)

| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God
of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the
Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit
of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us,
under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He
rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits
at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is
worshipped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And | believe in
one holy Christian and apostolic Church, | acknowledge one Baptism for
the remission of sins, and | look for the resurrection of the dead and the
life -I+ of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER of the CHURCH

&

Friends in Christ, | urge you all to lift up your hearts to God and pray with
me as Christ our Lord has taught us and freely promised to hear us.

Lord God, be among Your Church as it gathers anywhere around Word and
Sacrament. Bless Your Church and give Your people courage and oppor-
tunity to spread the news of Christ’s death for our sins and His resurrection
on the third day for our salvation. Be with us as a congregation today, Lord,
as we meet and seek to call a Senior Pastor. By Your Holy Spirit, make us of
one mind so that in all things we glorify You. Continue to prepare the heart
of the one You have chosen to serve with us here. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

God, our Father in heaven, look with mercy on us, Your needy children on
earth, and grant us grace that Your holy name be hallowed by us and all
the world through the pure and true teaching of Your Word and the fer-
vent love shown forth in our lives. Graciously turn from us all false doctrine
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and evil living whereby Your precious name is blasphemed and profaned.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

May Your kingdom come to us and expand. Bring all transgressors and
those who are blinded and bound in the devil’s kingdom to know Jesus
Christ, Your Son, by faith that the number of Christians may be increased.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Strengthen us by Your Spirit according to Your will, both in life and in
death, in the midst of both good and evil things, that our own wills may be
crucified daily and sacrificed to Your good and gracious will. Into Your mer-
ciful hands we commend [name(s)] and all who are in need, praying for
them at all times: Thy will be done. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish cares, and
help us trust in You to provide for all our needs. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin against us so that our
hearts may be at peace and may rejoice in a good conscience before You,
and that no sin may ever frighten or alarm us. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but help us by Your Spirit to subdue
our flesh, to turn from the world and its ways, and to overcome the devil
with all his wiles. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil of both body and soul,
now and forever. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

GATHERING of TITHES and OFFERINGS
MISSION STATEMENT: 7o gather people who grow in faith and share Jesus with all.

VISION STATEMENT: 7o strive to be a mature and faithful congregation that is fo-

cused on our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.



OFFERING HYMN

“We Give Thee But Thine Own”

LSB 781, v.1,4-6
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1 We give Thee but Thine own, What - e’er the gift may be;
4 To com-fort and to bless, To find a balm for woe,
5 The cap - tive to re - lease, To God the lost to bring,
6 And we be - lieve Thy Word, Thoughdim our faith may be:
s ==
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All that we have is Thine a-lone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee.
To tend the lone and fa - ther-less Is an-gels’work be - low.
To teach the way of life andpeace, It is a Christ-like thing.
What-e’er for Thine we do, O Lord, We do it wun - to Thee.

Text and tune: Public domain

Service of the Sacrament

PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all plac-
es give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and
by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. There-
fore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:

SANCTUS
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Ho -y,
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ho - ly,

ho - ly Lord,
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of pow’r and might:
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Heav-en and earth are full of Your glo-ry. Ho - san-na. Ho -
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.
WORDS of INSTITUTION
PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 1 Corinthians 11:26; Revelation 22:20
As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and

blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy
cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resur-
rection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for
the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

The LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.

PAX DOMINI

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.
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AGNUS DEI LSB p. 163
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION Gluten Free Wafers are available upon request.

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS “Jesus Thy Blood and Righteousness”  LSB 563
“Take My Life and Let It Be” LSB 783

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING

Let us pray. O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness,
who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we
thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sac-
rament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our
hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to
serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24-26
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and "I+ give you peace.
Amen.
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DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

CLOSING HYMN “Almighty Father, Bless the Word” LSB 923
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1 Al - might -y Fa - ther, bless the Word Which through Your
2 We  praise You for the means of grace As home - ward
A 3 Praise God, from whom all bless-ings flow; Praise Him, all
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grace we now have  heard. Oh, may the pre - cious
now our steps we trace. Grant, Lord, that we who
crea - tures here be - low; Praise Him a - bove, ye
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seed take root, Spring up, and bear a - bun - dant fruit!
wor - shiped here May all at last in heav’n ap - pear.
heav’'n-ly host: Praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost.
Text and tune: Public domain
POSTLUDE

Portions taken from Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 4. Copyright © 2022 Concordia Publishing
House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

PRESIDING MINISTER: Rev. Timothy D. Smith, Associate Pastor

ORGANIST: Carmen Zuelsdorff

ELDERS: 7:30am—Todd Hauer, Bob Zimmerman;
9am—Milichael Hase, Douglas Beisner

ACOLYTES: 7:30am—Logan Frey; 9am—Noah Kresin

TECH: 7:30am—Logan Frey; 9am—
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WELCOME TO TRINITY!

Your presence is very special to us. May your faith be strengthened and your life
enriched as you join us in worship to God!

TRADITIONAL/BLENDED WORSHIP SERVICES IN THE UPPER SANCTUARY—
7:30am & 9am Sunday
CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP SERVICE IN THE UPPER SANCTUARY—
5pm Saturday

e WORSHIP SCHEDULE—Holy Communion is celebrated on the 1%, 3" & 5™ Sundays of the
month in the Upper Sanctuary. We invite those who have been instructed in the teachings of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church to receive the Sacrament of the Altar. Others are asked to
speak with a pastor before receiving the Sacrament. Gluten free wafers are available upon
request.

e LARGE PRINT—large print copies of the bulletin are available on the table in the Narthex or
you may ask the usher for one.

e  CHILDREN’S BULLETINS—for ages 3-6 & 7-12 years, are available on the table in the Narthex.

e NURSERY—for children ages 3 & under. The upper level nursery is located near the Church
Lounge on Sundays. Please Note: The upper level nursery will be unstaffed unless volunteers are available.

® CHRISTIAN EDUCATION—Sunday School is available for children 4 years old through 6th
Grade at 10:15am on Sunday mornings during the school year. Christian Education courses for
adults and young adults are held at 10:15am on Sunday mornings & various times throughout
the week during the school year. Trinity is committed to Christian Education through the 4K-
8th grade School, our Childcare (infant through 13 years), and through our association with
Wisconsin Valley Lutheran High School.

e ELEVATOR—is located next to the nursery on the upper level. On the lower level the elevator
is located across from Classroom #101, which is past the offices. Use as needed.

e RESTROOMS—Narthex level across from the Library, lower level next to the elevator.

o JOINING TRINITY—We invite you to become part of this Christian community! If interested in
membership, please speak with an elder or pastor, and we will contact you.

MISSION STATEMENT:
To gather people who grow in faith and share Jesus with all.

VISION STATEMENT:
To strive to be a mature and faithful congregation that is focused on our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ.

2 501 STEWART AVENUE, WAUSAU, WI 54401
Trinity Il Lutheran CHURCH: 715-842-0769 SCHOOL: 715-848-0166 FAX: 715-843-7278
EMAIL: TRINITY@TRINITYNET.ORG WEB: WWW.TRINITYWAUSAU.ORG

CHURCH & SCHOOL



