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 Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

“The Prophet Laments” 
Rev. Timothy D. Smith 

8am & 9:30am Sunday, September 19, 2021 in the Upper Sanctuary 
Trinity Lutheran Church & School 

Wausau, Wisconsin 

Prove me, O Lord, and try me; 

Test my heart and my mind. 
Psalm 26:2 
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 Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

“The Prophet Laments” 
Rev. Timothy D. Smith 

8am & 9:30am Sunday, September 19, 2021 
 

FOCUS Jesus’ disciples did not understand the prophecy about His death 

and resurrection. They focused, instead, on their personal greatness. So, He in-
verted their viewpoint, using a child to explain that true greatness is in humble 
servanthood, in welcoming even children (then considered to be without status). 
But our inner passions rebel and war against such servanthood, as James explains 
in the Epistle. Fortunately, by the gracious gift of faith, in place of personal strug-
gles, we can rely on God, as Jeremiah does in the Old Testament Reading and Da-
vid in today’s psalm. Our Lord is the humblest and therefore greatest Servant, and 
by His death and resurrection He has proclaimed that God’s grace knows no 
bounds. Confidently, we can follow Him in humble servanthood each day. 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty”          Rotermund 

    “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” Walther/Albrecht 
 

RINGING of the BELLS 
 

WELCOME 
 

CHORAL CALL to WORSHIP    “Come All You People” 
 

OPENING HYMN “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”   LSB 790 
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Tune and text: Public domain 

 

INVOCATION 

L In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution 
L  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

L  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 
justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of 
Your holy name. Amen. 

 

L  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
 forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
 His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
 and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 
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KYRIE 

L In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 
L For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

 
L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 
 and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 
L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let 
 us pray to the Lord. 

 
L Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 

 

HYMN of PRAISE 

  
 



5 

  
 
 
 

SALUTATION and PRAYER of the DAY 
L The Lord be with you. 
C and also with you. 
L Let us pray. O God, whose strength is made perfect in weakness, grant us hu-

mility and childlike faith that we may please You in both will and deed; 
 through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
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Service of the Word 

OLD TESTAMENT           Jeremiah 11:18-20 

The Lord made it known to me and I knew; then you showed me their deeds.  
19 But I was like a gentle lamb led to the slaughter. I did not know it was against 
me they de-vised schemes, saying, “Let us destroy the tree with its fruit, let us cut 
him off  from the land of the living, that his name be remembered no more.”  
20 But, O Lord of hosts, who judges righteously, who tests the heart and the mind, 
let me see your vengeance upon them, for to you have I committed my cause. 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE        James 3:13-4:10 

Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good conduct let him show his 
works in the meekness of wisdom. 14 But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish am-
bition in your hearts, do not boast and be false to the truth. 15 This is not the wis-
dom that comes down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 16 For 
where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder and every vile 
practice. 17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open 
to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere. 18 And a harvest of 
righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.  4  What causes quar-
rels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your passions are at war 
within you? 2 You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot 
obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask. 3 You 
ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions.  
4 You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity 
with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an 
enemy of God. 5 Or do you suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture says, “He 
yearns jealously over the spirit that he has made to dwell in us”? 6 But he gives 
more grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the 
humble.” 7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee 
from you. 8 Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, 
you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Be wretched and mourn 
and weep. Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom.  
10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you. 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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ALLELUIA and VERSE 

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL          Mark 9:30-37 

L The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, ninth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
They went on from there and passed through Galilee. And [Jesus] did not want 
anyone to know, 31 for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of 
Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill him. And 
when he is killed, after three days he will rise.” 32 But they did not understand the 
saying, and were afraid to ask him. 33 And they came to Capernaum. And when he 
was in the house he asked them, “What were you discussing on the way?” 34 But 
they kept silent, for on the way they had argued with one another about who was 
the greatest. 35 And he sat down and called the twelve. And he said to them, “If 
anyone would be first, he must be last of all and servant of all.” 36 And he took a 
child and put him in the midst of them, and taking him in his arms, he said to 
them, 37 “Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, and whoever 
receives me, receives not me but him who sent me.” 
L This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

HYMN of the DAY   “The Servant Song”     arr. Schwoebel 
Choir: If anyone would be first, they shall be the last of all,  
 They shall be the last, they shall be the last; be the servant of all. 

We are travelers on a journey, Fellow pilgrims on the road;  
We are here to help each other Walk the mile and bear the load.  
I will hold the Christ-light for you In the night-time of your fear;  
I will hold my hand out to you, Speak the peace you long to hear. 
 

Sister, let me be your servant, Let me be as Christ to you;  
Pray that I may have the grace to Let you be my servant, too.  
Brother, let me be your servant, Let me be as Christ to you;  
Pray that I may have the grace to Let you be my servant, too. 

 If anyone would be first, they shall be the last of all,  
 They shall be the last, they shall be the last; be the servant of all. 
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ALL:   

 
 

Choir: If anyone would be first, they shall be the last of all,  
 They shall be the last, they shall be the last; be the servant of all. 
 

Text “The Servant Song” copyright © 1977 Scripture in Song (c/o Integrity Music)/ASCAP.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Published 2007 Birnam-
wood Publications (ASCAP) A division of MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc., St. Louis, MO.  All rights reserved. 

 

SERMON          “The Prophet Laments”    Rev. Timothy D. Smith 
 

NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 
 and of all things visible and invisible.  
 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 
 of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God 
 of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 
 Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 
 salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit 
 of the  virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us, 
 under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He 
 rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven  and sits 
 at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to 
 judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds 
 from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is 
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 worshipped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in 
 one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for 
 the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the 
 life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYER of the CHURCH 

L Let us pray for the nations around the world, the Church wherever it is 
found, and for ourselves here in this place. 

 

 Wherever nations quarrel and plunge toward war, O God, open the ears of 
their leaders to hear the wisdom from above and pursue peace. 

C Move them to find joy in humble service. 
L Wherever workers for the harvest are needed, Good Lord, send faithful 

servants.  Today we especially pray for our congregation as we seek to call 
a senior pastor.  Grant wisdom and discernment and fill us with peace as 
we wait.  Wherever Your people gather in worship, O Lord, bless those who 
preach and teach Christ crucified and risen. 

C Embolden them to announce with one voice the victory Your Son won for 
us all. 

L Wherever we find friends and neighbors in need of compassion, compan-
ionship, healing or strength, Lord God, increase faith in us so that we may 
speak words of comfort and peace to them, bear their burdens with care 
and hope, and bring their concerns to You in prayer.   

C Help us seek to meet the needs of the people around us in humble ser-
vice. 

L Wherever people call out to You in their distress, [especially . . .], O God, 
visit, relieve, heal, and console them according to Your gracious will. 

C Use us as Your voice to remind them of Your promises. 
L Whenever we pridefully seek to solve our problems by our own strength, O 

God, remind us of Your faithfulness, constant presence, and gracious pro-
tection for Jesus’ sake. 

C Show us how to humbly serve the people around us as You have served 
us. 

L Heavenly Father, hear us and all for whom we pray, as we rely on Your gra-
cious plans for all we need;  through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
has taught us to pray… 
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The LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
 come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our 
 daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
 trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us 
 from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
 and ever. Amen.  
 

GATHERING of TITHES and OFFERINGS 
 

MISSION STATEMENT: To gather people who grow in faith and share Jesus 

with all. 
 

VISION STATEMENT: To strive to be a mature and faithful congregation that 

is focused on our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING     “Thee We Adore”  
 

Service of the Sacrament 
PREFACE          2 Timothy 4:22 

L The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
L Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
L Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

PROPER PREFACE 
L It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the 
grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting 
life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 
and singing: 

 



11 

SANCTUS  

 

 

 

 
 

WORDS of INSTITUTION 
 

PAX DOMINI 
L The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI  

 

 

 

 
 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION     Gluten Free Wafers are available upon request. 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS “Now the Silence”    LSB 910 

     “What Is This Bread”    LSB 629 
 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
L O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-

kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 
His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask 
You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds 
by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION              Numbers 6:24-26 

L The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

DISMISSAL 

L Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

CLOSING HYMN      “Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us”   LSB 851 
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Public domain 

 

POSTLUDE  “Lord of Glory, You Have Brought Us”           Ore 

 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 4. Copyright © 2021 Concordia Publishing House. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
PRESIDING MINISTER: Rev. Timothy D. Smith, Associate Pastor 
ORGANIST: Rod Riese 
MUSICIANS: Sanctuary Choir—Matthew Hoehne, Director of Music 
ELDERS: 8am—Terry Knoll, Doug Beisner; 9:30am—Michael Hase, Troy Pagel 
COFFEE HOUR HOST: The Anderson Family 
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WELCOME TO TRINITY!  
Your presence is very special to us. May your faith be strengthened and your life  

enriched as you join us in worship to God! 

 WORSHIP SCHEDULE—Holy Communion is celebrated on the 1st, 3rd, & 5th Sundays of the 
month in the Upper Sanctuary. We invite those who have been instructed in the teachings of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church to receive the Sacrament of the Altar. Others are asked to 
speak with a pastor  before receiving the Sacrament. Gluten free wafers are available upon 
request. 

 

 LARGE PRINT—large print copies of the bulletin are available on the table in the Narthex or 
you may ask the usher for one. 

 

 CHILDREN’S BULLETINS—for ages 3-6 & 7-12 years, are available on the table in the Narthex.  

 NURSERY—for children ages 3 & under. The upper level nursery is located near the Church 
Lounge on Sundays. Please Note: The upper level nursery will be unstaffed unless volunteers are available. 

• CHRISTIAN EDUCATION—Sunday School is available for children 4 years old through 6th 

Grade at 9:30am on Sunday mornings during the school year. Christian Education courses for 
adults and young adults are held at 9:30am on Sunday mornings & various times throughout 
the week during the school year. Trinity is committed to Christian Education through the 4K-
8th grade School, our Childcare (infant through 13 years), and through our association with 
Wisconsin Valley Lutheran High School. 

 

 ELEVATOR—is located next to the nursery on the upper level. On the lower level the elevator 
is located across from Classroom #101, which is past the offices. Use as needed. 

 

 RESTROOMS—Narthex level across from the Library, lower level next to the elevator.  
 

 JOINING TRINITY—We invite you to become part of this Christian community! If interested in 
membership, please speak with an elder or pastor, and we will contact you. 

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP SERVICES IN THE UPPER SANCTUARY— 
8am & 9:30am Sunday 

BLENDED WORSHIP SERVICES IN THE UPPER SANCTUARY— 
5pm Saturday & 11am Sunday 

MISSION STATEMENT: 
To gather people who grow in faith and share Jesus with all. 

 

VISION STATEMENT: 
To strive to be a mature and faithful congregation that is focused on our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ. 

501 Stewart Avenue, Wausau, WI  54401 
Church: 715-842-0769 School: 715-848-0166 Fax: 715-843-7278 

Email: Trinity@Trinitynet.org   Web: www.trinitywausau.org 


