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7:30AM & 9AM SUNDAY, MAY 14, 2023

AS WE GATHER We live in a world where we increasingly hear strange ideas. The people
we work, play, and live near increasingly consider the truths that our God created this world and
redeemed us to be strange. Jesus, Peter, and Paul lived in a world that had some striking similari-
ties to our own. As we live out our Baptism, we are empowered by the Holy Spirit to love Jesus and
keep His commands. We are urged to always be “prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks
you for a reason for the hope that is in you” (1 Peter 3:15). As we do so, it is easy to fall into the
angry, divisive, argumentative patterns that we hear in the political realm. Yet, we are called to
share our hope with gentleness and respect, so that we keep a clear conscience and suffer for do-
ing good rather than evil.

PRE-SERVICE MuUSIC

RINGING OF THE BELLS

WELCOME
OPENING HYMN “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty ” LSB 790
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INVOCATION
In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES

Alleluia! Christ is risen!

He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Jesus said, “Because | live, you also will live.”

In Him we live and move and have our being.

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus
were baptized into His death?

We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, in order that,
just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too
might walk in newness of life.

Alleluia! Christ is risen!

He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Let us confess our sins to God, our Father, seeking His forgiveness through

our risen Savior, Jesus Christ.
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Heavenly Father, Creator of all that was, is, and will ever be, we confess to
You that we fall short of the calling that we have received from You, as
Your dearly loved children. We have struggled to share the reason for the
hope we have in You. We have not always responded to others with gen-
tleness and respect. We have failed to live and share the love we have first
received from You. Forgive our sins, for Jesus’ sake, and lead us to live lives
that reflect Your indwelling presence.

Our God hears our prayers and forgives our sins because of Jesus’ perfect
life, death, and resurrection. At the command of Christ and through the
power of the cross and the empty tomb, | forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the *I~Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE 7:30a — “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” LSB 803

9:00a — “Saviour of the World” -Cantelon

SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray. O God, You are the Creator of all things in heaven and on
earth, and You have claimed and cleansed us to be Your people through
the waters of Baptism.

By Your Spirit, give us hearts and minds to hear Your Word.

Give us eyes and ears to see and listen to our world as You view and
hear it.

Give us words and actions to share the hope we have in You;

through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior and Lord, who lives eternally with the
Father and the Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

SERVICE OF THE WORD
FIRST READING Acts 17:16-31

'® Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within
him as he saw that the city was full of idols. * So he reasoned in the synagogue

4



with the Jews and the devout persons, and in the marketplace every day with
those who happened to be there. % Some of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers
also conversed with him. And some said, “What does this babbler wish to say?”
Others said, “He seems to be a preacher of foreign divinities” —because he was
preaching Jesus and the resurrection. ¥ And they took him and brought him to the
Areopagus, saying, “May we know what this new teaching is that you are pre-
senting? 2 For you bring some strange things to our ears. We wish to know there-
fore what these things mean.” 2! Now all the Athenians and the foreigners who
lived there would spend their time in nothing except telling or hearing something
new. ** So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens, |
perceive that in every way you are very religious. > Foras| passed along and ob-
served the objects of your worship, | found also an altar with this inscription: To
the unknown god.” What therefore you worship as unknown, this | proclaim to
you. ** The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven
and earth, does not live in temples made by man, *> nor is he served by human
hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life
and breath and everything. 2 And he made from one man every nation of man-
kind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the
boundaries of their dwelling place, %’ that they should seek God, and perhaps feel
their way toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far from each one of us,
%8 for “/In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own
poets have said, “/For we are indeed his offspring.” > Being then God's offspring,
we ought not to think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone, an image
formed by the art and imagination of man. *° The times of ignorance God over-
looked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent, *! because he has
fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he
has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the
dead.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

MusicAL OFFERING

7:30a — “Yet Not |, But Christ in Me” -Robinson/Farren/Thompson
9:00a — “Because He Lives (Amen)” -Maher
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EPISTLE 1 Peter 3:13-22
3 Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? ** But even if
you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of
them, nor be troubled, ™ but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always
being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the
hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, '® having a good con-
science, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in
Christ may be put to shame. '” For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that
should be God's will, than for doing evil. *® For Christ also suffered once for sins,
the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to
death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, ° in which he went and proclaimed
to the spirits in prison, > because they formerly did not obey, when God's pa-
tience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a
few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through water. ** Baptism, which
corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as
an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,
2 who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authori-
ties, and powers having been subjected to him.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

HoLy GOSPEL John 14:15-21
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

> “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And 1 will ask the Father,
and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, '’ even the Spirit of
truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him.
You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. 18 «| will not leave you as
orphans; | will come to you. ¥ Yet a little while and the world will see me no more,
but you will see me. Because | live, you also will live. *° In that day you will know
that | am in my Father, and you in me, and | in you. >* Whoever has my command-
ments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved
by my Father, and | will love him and manifest myself to him.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



A SPECIAL MESSAGE FOR THE CHILDREN

HYMN OF THE DAY “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling ” LSB 700
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SERMON “An Apology for Hope” Rev. Timothy Smith

APOSTLE’S CREED
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life *I+ everlasting.
Amen.

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

MISSION STATEMENT: To gather people who grow in faith and share Jesus
with all.

VISION STATEMENT: To strive to be a mature and faithful congregation that
is focused on our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

OFFERING MuUSIC 7:30a — “Pure in Heart” -Williams
9:00a — “Always” -Glover/Tomlin

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (After each petition, the following is said...)
...Lord, in Your mercy
hear our prayer.

THE LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen. 3



BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24-26
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN 7:30a - “Now Thank We All Our God” LSB 895
9:00a - “Glory to God Forever” -Fee/Beeching

ANNOUNCEMENTS

EASTER ACCLAMATION
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

POSTLUDE

PRESIDING MINISTER: Rev. James L. Mayland, Senior Pastor

PREACHER: Rev. Timothy Smith, Associate Pastor

ORGANIST: Matt Hoehne, Director of Music

Musicians: 9:00am Praise Team, Brett Schwantes, lead

ELDERS: 7:30am—Bob Zimmerman, Doug Biesner;
9am—Mike Hase, Dan Schwantes

ACOLYTES: 7:30am—; 9am—

TECH: 7:30am—; 9am—



WELCOME TO TRINITY!
Your presence is very special to us. May your faith be strengthened and your life
enriched as you join us in worship to God!

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP SERVICES IN THE UPPER SANCTUARY—
7:30am & 9am Sunday
CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP SERVICE IN THE UPPER SANCTUARY—
5pm Saturday

e WORSHIP SCHEDULE—Holy Communion is celebrated on the 1%, 3", & 5™ Sundays of the
month in the Upper Sanctuary. We invite those who have been instructed in the teachings of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church to receive the Sacrament of the Altar. Others are asked to
speak with a pastor before receiving the Sacrament. Gluten free wafers are available upon
request.

e LARGE PRINT—large print copies of the bulletin are available on the table in the Narthex or
you may ask the usher for one.

e CHILDREN'’S BULLETINS—for ages 3-6 & 7-12 years, are available on the table in the Narthex.

e NURSERY—for children ages 3 & under. The upper level nursery is located near the Church
Lounge on Sundays. Please Note: The upper level nursery will be unstaffed unless volunteers are available.

® CHRISTIAN EDUCATION—Sunday School is available for children 4 years old through 6th
Grade at 10:15am on Sunday mornings during the school year. Christian Education courses for
adults and young adults are held at 10:15am on Sunday mornings & various times throughout
the week during the school year. Trinity is committed to Christian Education through the 4K-
8th grade School, our Childcare (infant through 13 years), and through our association with
Wisconsin Valley Lutheran High School.

e ELEVATOR—is located next to the nursery on the upper level. On the lower level the elevator
is located across from Classroom #101, which is past the offices. Use as needed.

e RESTROOMS—Narthex level across from the Library, lower level next to the elevator.

o JOINING TRINITY—We invite you to become part of this Christian community! If interested in
membership, please speak with an elder or pastor, and we will contact you.

MISSION STATEMENT:
To gather people who grow in faith and share Jesus with all.

VISION STATEMENT:
To strive to be a mature and faithful congregation that is focused on our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ.

L ST 501 STEWART AVENUE, WAUSAU, WI 54401
Trinity Il Lutheran CHURCH: 715-842-0769 SCHOOL: 715-848-0166 FAX: 715-843-7278
EMAIL: TRINITY@TRINITYNET.ORG WEB: WWW.TRINITYWAUSAU.ORG
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