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 Baptism of Our Lord 

“Three Questions on Baptism” 
Rev. James L. Mayland 

7:30am & 9am Sunday, January 7, 2024 
 

AS WE GATHER A new season in the Church Year begins today. Following Advent 

hope and Christmas joy in the Savior born for us, we enter Epiphany, which can be 
summed up with words such as revealing, shining forth, and manifestation. The Word we 
hear today is fitting as epiphanies are things the Lord has done since the beginning of 
time. The first creation was light shining forth on the first day. From that day of creation 
to the fall into sin to the first promise of the Savior, God has shone His light and enabled 
His people to see and know what is needed. As the time was right for Jesus to begin His 
earthly ministry, it began with His Baptism. With John the Baptist in the Jordan River, the 
Lord reveals and shines forth the manifestation of the Word made flesh for us when He 
says: “You are My beloved Son; with You I am well pleased” (Mark 1:11). 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC “God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It”          Hildebrand 
7:30am—   “We Three Kings”    Bloedow 
9am—    “We Three Kings”    Stephenson; JuBellation Handbells 
 

RINGING of the BELLS 
 

WELCOME 
 

OPENING HYMN    “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”   LSB 394 
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Text and tune: Public domain 

 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 
 

AFFIRMATION of OUR BAPTISM  Rom. 6:4,36; Acts 2:38; Titus 3:5-6; 1 Cor. 6:1; MarK 1:11  

P We remember our Baptism with the trinitarian invocation, recalling and con-
fessing before heaven, earth, and hell all that God has given us in our Baptism: 
victory over death and the devil, forgiveness of sin, God’s grace, the entire 
Christ, and the Holy Spirit with His gifts. How do we rightly use our Baptism? 

C We rightly use our Baptism when we live in repentance and faith in the tri-
une God, who has made us His beloved children. (Luther’s Small Catechism 
with Explanation [2017] Question 324). 

P When Jesus was baptized by John in the water of the Jordan River, the Father 
declared Jesus as His Son with whom He is well pleased. In our Baptism, Paul 
wrote, we were joined to our Lord’s death and resurrection, enabling us to 
walk in newness of life. We also learn in the Small Catechism, all centered on 
God’s Word, the lasting gifts received in Baptism including the forgiveness of 
sins, rescue from death and the devil, and eternal life to all who believe this. 
Let us reaffirm our faith in what God has done for us through Holy Baptism. Do 
you renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways? 

C I do renounce them. 
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P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth? 
C Yes, I believe. 
P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell; the third day 
He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He will come to judge the 
living and the dead? 

C Yes, I believe. 
P Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the commun-

ion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting? 

C Yes, I believe. 
 

CONFESSION        Romans 6:1-2, 4  
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 P Let us then confess our sins to God, our Father. In today’s Epistle from Ro-

mans, the apostle Paul asks, “Are we to continue in sin that grace may 
abound? . . . How can we who died to sin still live in it?” 

C We are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved God with our whole heart, and we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

P “We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, in order that, 
just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too 
might walk in newness of life.” 

C For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, re-
new us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your 
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

ABSOLUTION      Romans 6:6-7, 10-11, adapted  

P We know that our old self was crucified with Him in order that the body of sin 
might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin.  

C For one who has died has been set free from sin.  
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P The death Christ died He died to sin, once for all,  
C but the life He lives He lives to God. 
P So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ 

Jesus. Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you, and for 
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 
Christ and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name 
of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

HYMN of PRAISE 
7:30am—               (to the tune of “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”) 
9am—      “Once and For All”     Tomlin/Cash/Ingram/Maher 
 

SALUTATION and PRAYER of the DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River 

You proclaimed Him Your beloved Son and anointed Him with the Holy 
Spirit. Make all who are baptized in His name faithful in their calling as 
Your children and inheritors with Him of everlasting life; through the same 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
Service of the Word 

OLD TESTAMENT         Genesis 1:1-5 
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2The earth was without 
form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God 
was hovering over the face of the waters.  3And God said, “Let there be light,” 
and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good. And God separated the 
light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called 
Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 



6 

EPISTLE         Romans 6:1-11 
What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2By no 
means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 3Do you not know that all of us 
who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We were 
buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of 
life. 5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be 
united with him in a resurrection like his. 6We know that our old self was crucified 
with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we 
would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For one who has died has been set free from 
sin. 8Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 
9We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; death no 
longer has dominion over him. 10For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, 
but the life he lives he lives to God. 11So you also must consider yourselves dead to 
sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL            Mark 1:4-11 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repent-
ance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem 
were going out to him and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, con-
fessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and wore a leather belt 
around his waist and ate locusts and wild honey. 7And he preached, saying, “After 
me comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy 
to stoop down and untie. 8I have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit.” 9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was 
baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And when he came up out of the water, immedi-
ately he saw the heavens opening and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 
11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well 
pleased.” 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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HYMN of the DAY    “God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It”   LSB 594 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

4. Death, you cannot end my gladness: I am baptized into Christ! 
When I die, I leave all sadness To inherit paradise! 
Though I lie in dust and ashes Faith’s assurance brightly flashes: 
Baptism has the strength divine To make life immortal mine. 
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5. There is nothing worth comparing To this lifelong comfort sure! 
Open-eyed my grave is staring: Even there I’ll sleep secure. 
Though my flesh awaits its raising, Still my soul continues praising: 
I am baptized into Christ; I’m a child of paradise! 

Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005874  Tune: Public domain 
 

SERMON     “Three Questions on Baptism”   Rev. James L. Mayland 
 

CREEDAL HYMN    “We All Believe in One True God”    LSB 953 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

PRAYER of the CHURCH (After each petition, the following is said…) 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
 

GATHERING of TITHES and OFFERINGS 
 

MISSION STATEMENT To gather people who grow in faith and share Jesus with all. 
 

VISION STATEMENT To strive to be a mature and faithful congregation that is  
focused on our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING  

7:30am—    “Brightest and Best”         Linker 
9am—          “Let Us Adore”     Morgan 
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Service of the Sacrament 
PREFACE 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

PROPER PREFACE 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for at His Baptism Your voice from heaven 
revealed Him as Your beloved Son, and the Holy Spirit descended on Him, 
confirming Him to be the Christ. Therefore with angels and archangels and 
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS HYMN        (to the tune of “Angels We Have Heard on High”) 

Holy, holy, holy, sing To the heavenly armies’ King. 
For His glory, might, and worth Fill the heavens, fill the earth. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 

Hail, Hosanna David’s Son! Blessed is the One who comes 
In the name of God the Lord, Name of blessings rich out-poured. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
Text:  Randall Haedge. Copyright © 2010 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  

 

WORDS of INSTITUTION 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
 kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI HYMN    (to the tune of “Lord Whose Love Through Humble Service”) 

Lamb of God, You come revealing Every sin we’ve hid within. 
Lamb of God, You come with healing, Washing out our ev’ry sin. 
Lamb of God, You share compassion With the least and lost and last. 
Grant us peace as You refashion Ev’ry place Your Gospel’s cast. 
Text: Andrew R. Jones. Copyright © 2019 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: Creative Worship no. no. 110005874 

 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION  

Christ invites all repentant sinners to partake in His feast of forgiveness – the Lord’s Supper. LCMS  
communicant members are invited to examine their faith using pages 329-330 in the hymnal and  
receive the Savior’s body and blood. Grape juice is available in the center of the trays in lieu of wine. 
Gluten free wafers are available upon request. Visitors wishing to commune should see a pastor or an 
elder before service. We ask this because we love you. 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS “Father Welcomes”    LSB 605 

7:30am—    “Amazing Grace”                LSB 744 
9am—     “This is Our God”    Morgan 
 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed 

us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent 
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

FAREWELL and GODSPEED to REV. DR. DENNIS W. PEGORSCH (9am) 
 

BENEDICTION              Numbers 6:24-26 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN  “Abide, O Dearest Jesus”    LSB 919 

 

 
 

5. Abide with Your protection Among us, Lord, our strength, 
Lest world and Satan fell us And overcome at length. 

 

6. Abide, O faithful Savior, Among us with Your love; 
Grant steadfastness and help us To reach our home above.    

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

POSTLUDE      “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”            Ore 
 
 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing 
ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House.; Small Catechism 
quotation is from Luther’s Small Catechism with Explanation © 1986, 2017 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved.; Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, 
Series B, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
 
 
PRESIDING MINISTER: Rev. James L. Mayland, Senior Pastor  
ORGANIST: Rod Riese 
MUSICIANS: JuBellation Handbells; Praise Team, Brett Schwantes, lead 
ELDERS: 7:30am—Bob Zimmerman; 9am—Dan Schwantes, Craig Hoehne 
ACOLYTES:  
TECH: 9am—Marcella Mader 
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WELCOME TO TRINITY!  
Your presence is very special to us. May your faith be strengthened and your life  

enriched as you join us in worship to God! 

 WORSHIP SCHEDULE—Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday in the Sanctuary. We in-
vite those who have been instructed in the teachings of the Evangelical Lutheran Church to 
receive the Sacrament of the Altar. Others are asked to speak with a pastor  before receiving 
the Sacrament. Gluten free wafers are available upon request. 

 

 LARGE PRINT—large print copies of the bulletin are available on the table in the Narthex or 
you may ask the usher for one. 

 

 CHILDREN’S BULLETINS—for ages 3-6 & 7-12 years, are available on the table in the Narthex.  

 NURSERY—for children ages 3 & under. The upper level nursery is located near the Church 
Lounge on Sundays. Please Note: The upper level nursery will be unstaffed unless volunteers are available. 

• CHRISTIAN EDUCATION—Sunday School is available for children 4 years old through 6th 

Grade at 10:15am on Sunday mornings during the school year. Christian Education courses for 
adults and young adults are held at 10:15am on Sunday mornings & various times throughout 
the week during the school year. Trinity is committed to Christian Education through the 4K-
8th grade School and our Childcare (infant through 13 years). 

 

 ELEVATOR—is located next to the nursery on the upper level. On the lower level the elevator 
is located across from Classroom #101, which is past the offices. Use as needed. 

 

 RESTROOMS—Narthex level across from the Library, lower level next to the elevator.  
 

 JOINING TRINITY—We invite you to become part of this Christian community! If interested in 
membership, please speak with an elder or pastor, and we will contact you. 

TRADITIONAL/BLENDED WORSHIP SERVICES IN THE SANCTUARY— 
7:30am & 9am Sunday 

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP SERVICE IN THE SANCTUARY— 
5pm Saturday 

MISSION STATEMENT: 
To gather people who grow in faith and share Jesus with all. 

 

VISION STATEMENT: 
To strive to be a mature and faithful congregation that is focused on our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ. 

501 Stewart Avenue, Wausau, WI  54401 
Church: 715-842-0769 School: 715-848-0166 Fax: 715-843-7278 

Email: Trinity@Trinitynet.org   Web: www.trinitywausau.org 


