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 The Ascension of Our Lord (Observed) 

“Why Did He Leave?” 
Rev. Timothy D. Smith  

7:30am & 9am Sunday, May 29, 2022 
 

FOCUS What have you witnessed? Jesus’ disciples witnessed Jesus teach with 

authority, feed the five thousand with a few loaves of bread and some fish, heal people of 
a variety of diseases, and even bring Lazarus back to life. Yet, in spite of what they wit-
nessed, they struggled to believe the story would continue after Jesus was crucified on 
Good Friday. Surprise! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Following the resurrec-
tion, they witnessed more amazing things Jesus said and did, and now they would get 
their chance to share what they had seen and heard. What have you seen and heard 
about Jesus? What have you seen and heard Jesus do in your life? Who can you share 
with what you have witnessed? 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC     “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”    Mahnke 

         “Son of God, Eternal Savior”  Albrecht 
 

WELCOME 
 

OPENING HYMN “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing” LSB 493, v.1-2,5 
1. A hymn of glory let us sing! New hymns throughout the world shall ring: 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Christ, by a road before untrod, Ascends unto the throne of God. 
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

2. The holy apostolic band Upon the Mount of Olives stand. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
And with His faithful foll’wers see Their Lord ascend in majesty. 
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

5. Be now our joy on earth, O Lord, And be our future great reward. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Then, throned with You forever, we Shall praise Your name eternally. 
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005874 
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INVOCATION 

L In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution 
L  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C  who made heaven and earth. 
L  If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C  But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
L  Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fel-
lowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess be-
fore God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, 
and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as 
His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Fa-
ther, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful 
to me, a sinner. 

C  Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to ev-
erlasting life. Amen. 

L  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 
 

HYMN of PRAISE “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing”        LSB 493, v.6 
6.  O risen Christ, ascended Lord, All praise to You let earth accord: 

 Alleluia, alleluia! 
 You are, while endless ages run, With Father and with Spirit one. 
 Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005874 

 

SALUTATION and PRAYER of the DAY 
L The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
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L Let us pray. Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus 
Christ, ascended into the heavens, so may we also ascend in heart and 
mind and continually dwell there with Him, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 

FIRST READING             Acts 1:1-11 
In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and 
teach, 2 until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands 
through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 He presented him-
self alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during for-
ty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 4 And while staying with them he 
ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the 
Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5 for John baptized with water, but 
you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 6 So when they 
had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the king-
dom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that 
the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in 
all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9 And when he had said these 
things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their 
sight. 10 And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men 
stood by them in white robes, 11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand look-
ing into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in 
the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM       “All Peoples, Clap Your Hands”               Psalm 47 
(sung to the tune of “Crown Him with Many Crowns”) 

All peoples, clap your hands, and shout with joy and sing. 
The LORD Most High is to be feared; he is the earth’s great King. 
He brings the nations down, subdues them in our sight; 
He chooses our inheritance; his love is Jacob’s might. 
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God has gone up on high, with shout and trumpet voice;  
Sing praise to God, our glorious King, sing praise to him, rejoice! 
For God is King of all. Sing praise with all your skill; 
He sits upon his holy throne and rules the nations still. 
 

Nobles from all the earth are joined with Abram’s seed; 
The rulers of the world are God’s; he’s lifted high indeed! 
So to the Father raise, with his ascended Son, 
And Holy Spirit endless praise, eternal Three in One. 
 

EPISTLE              Ephesians 1:15-23 
For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love 
toward all the saints, 16 I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in 
my prayers, 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give 
you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 18 having the 
eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he 
has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and 
what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, accord-
ing to the working of his great might 20 that he worked in Christ when he raised 
him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far 
above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that 
is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 22 And he put all things 
under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, 23 which is his 
body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL         Luke 24:44-53 

L The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the  twenty-fourth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
Then [Jesus] said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still 
with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets 
and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds to understand 
the Scriptures, 46 and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer 
and on the third day rise from the dead, 47 and that repentance for the forgiveness 
of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 
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48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 And behold, I am sending the promise of 
my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on 
high.” 50 And he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed 
them. 51 While he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into 
heaven. 52 And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy,  
53 and were continually in the temple blessing God. 
L This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

HYMN of the DAY “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”    LSB 821 
1. Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; His the scepter, His the throne; 

Alleluia! His the triumph, His the victory alone. 
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion Thunder like a mighty flood: 
“Jesus out of ev’ry nation Has redeemed us by His blood.” 

 

2. Alleluia! Not as orphans Are we left in sorrow now; 
Alleluia! He is near us; Faith believes, nor questions how. 
Though the cloud from sight received Him When the forty days were o’er, 
Shall our hearts forget His promise: “I am with you evermore”? 

 

3. Alleluia! Bread of heaven, Here on earth our food, our stay; 
Alleluia! Here the sinful Flee to You from day to day. 
Intercessor, Friend of sinners, Earth’s Redeemer, hear our plea 
Where the songs of all the sinless Sweep across the crystal sea. 

 

4. Alleluia! King eternal, Lord omnipotent we own; 
Alleluia! Born of Mary, Earth Your footstool, heav’n Your throne. 
As within the veil You entered, Robed in flesh, our great High Priest, 
Here on earth both priest and victim In the eucharistic feast. 

 

5. Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; His the scepter, His the throne; 
Alleluia! His the triumph, His the victory alone. 
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion Thunder like a mighty flood: 
“Jesus out of ev’ry nation Has redeemed us by His blood.” 

Text: Public domain 

 

SERMON             “Why Did He Leave?”    Rev. Timothy D. Smith 
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NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 
 and of all things visible and invisible.  
 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 
 of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God 
 of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 
 Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 
 salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit 
 of the  virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us, 
 under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He 
 rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven  and sits 
 at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to 
 judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds 
 from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is 
 worshipped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in 
 one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for 
 the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the 
 life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
GATHERING of TITHES and OFFERINGS 
 

MISSION STATEMENT: To gather people who grow in faith and share Jesus 

with all. 
 

VISION STATEMENT: To strive to be a mature and faithful congregation that 

is focused on our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING     “Be Thou My Vision”       Powell 

 
PRAYER of the CHURCH 

L Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 
according to their needs.  
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 Lord Jesus, we pray for laborers for the harvest. Provide workers and min-
isters of Your Word who faithfully and skillfully share Your Word of Law 
and Gospel, that being fed by Your Word, we may be forgiven, strength-
ened, and blessed.  Today we pray for the members of our Senior Pastor 
call committee.  Bless them as they meet and evaluate candidates in the 
upcoming weeks.  Fill them with wisdom and discernment.  Continue to 
prepare the heart of the one You have chosen to serve among us here and 
bless us all as we seek Your will. Ascended Lord, 

C empower us to be witnesses of hope. 
L Lord Jesus, we lift up to You those who are grieving, [especially . . .]. We 

pray that they do not grieve as those who have no hope. Since we believe 
that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with 
Him those who have fallen asleep. Ascended Lord, 

C empower us to be witnesses of hope. 
L Lord Jesus, we pray for those who are struggling with physical and mental 

health challenges, [especially . . .]. Give them strength to meet the days 
ahead—healing of body, mind, and spirit—and ever-present reminders 
that You are always with them. Ascended Lord, 

C empower us to be witnesses of hope. 
L Lord Jesus, You are peace in a violent world.  Heal neighborhoods ravaged 

by crime.  Build relationships where suspicion keeps us apart and fill us 
with hope as we wait for Your return.  We remember the all those affected 
by the recent shooting in Texas, especially the families and friends who lost 
loved ones.  Give to all of us Your abiding presence in the midst of what we 
cannot understand. Take into Your care those whose hearts are heavy with 
sorrow and grief and lead them to look to You for confidence and strength 
as they face the future. Ascended Lord, 

C empower us to be witnesses of hope. 
L Lord Jesus, we look forward to that day when You will beat swords into 

plowshares and spears into pruning hooks. As we wait for that day, we ask 
that You watch over and work through all first responders and members of 
the military to bring peace and healing to our community and world. This 
weekend, we especially remember with gratitude all those who have 
fought and died in service to this country while serving in the armed forces 
of our nation.  We thank You for their sacrifice and service in protecting 
the freedoms which we cherish today.  Keep us mindful of their service 
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that in all things we may live our lives in praise and thanksgiving to You.  
 Ascended Lord, 
C empower us to be witnesses of hope. 
L Lord Jesus, we thank You for the gift of knowledge and for graduations.  

Bless all our recent graduates, give them wisdom as they consider the future, 
and fill them with the desire to know You more and more. Ascended Lord,  

C empower us to be witnesses of hope. 
L Lord Jesus, into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

Your grace and mercy. In Your holy name, we pray as You have taught us: 
 

The LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,  
 Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
 kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.  
 

Service of the Sacrament 
PREFACE          2 Timothy 4:22 

L The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
L Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
L Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

PROPER PREFACE 
L It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to You, our ascended Lord. Send Your Spirit into our 
midst to empower our witness of what we have seen and heard. Open our 
eyes to Your presence and Your work in our world. Anchor our witness in 
what You have graciously revealed through Your Holy Word. Fuel us with 
Your forgiveness that fills us in this Meal of Your body and blood. We join 
our voices with the angels and archangels and all the company of heaven as 
we praise and magnify Your holy name, evermore praising You and singing: 
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SANCTUS HYMN  (sung to the tune of “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing”) 

Holy, holy God Almighty, holy, holy God our Lord. 
In the highest saints and angels sing, “Hosanna to the Lord.” 
Blessed is He who comes among us; our salvation has begun. 
Sing “Hosanna,” earth and heaven, to the Father, Spirit, Son. 
 

WORDS of INSTITUTION 
 

PAX DOMINI 
L The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI HYMN  

Christ, the Lamb of God most holy, all the world’s sin take away. 
Christ, the Lamb of God most holy, all the world’s sin take away. 
Christ, the Lamb of God most holy, grant Your peace to us this day, 
Fill us with Your grace and mercy; Lamb of God, hear us, we pray. 
 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION     Gluten Free Wafers are available upon request. 

 

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC    “Let Us Break Bread Together”  Busarow 
 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
L Let us pray. Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a fore-

taste of the feast that awaits us when Your Son returns. Keep us firm in the 
true faith and lead us as Your witnesses, proclaiming repentance and the 
forgiveness of sins to everyone in the name of Your Son, our ascended 
Lord, in whose name we pray. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION              Numbers 6:24-26 

L The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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DISMISSAL 

L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

CLOSING HYMN         “Christ the Eternal Lord”  LSB 829, v.1,3,5 
1. Christ the eternal Lord, Whose promise here we claim, 

Whose gifts of grace are freely poured On all who name Your name; 
With thankfulness and praise We stand before Your throne, 
Intent to serve You all our days And make Your glory known. 

 

3. Christ the redeeming Son, Who shares our human birth, 
And by His death salvation won For ev’ry child of earth; 
Inspire our hearts, we pray, To tell Your love abroad, 
That all may honor Christ today And follow Him as Lord. 

 

5. Christ the ascended King Exalted high above, 
Whose praise unending ages sing, Whom yet unseen we love; 
When mortal life is past Your voice from heaven’s throne 
Shall call Your children home at last To know as we are known. 

Text: © 1999 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005874 

 

POSTLUDE          “Allegretto”          Franceschini 
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WELCOME TO TRINITY!  
Your presence is very special to us. May your faith be strengthened and your life  

enriched as you join us in worship to God! 

 WORSHIP SCHEDULE—Holy Communion is celebrated on the 1st, 3rd, & 5th Sundays of the 
month in the SLC. We invite those who have been instructed in the teachings of the Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church to receive the Sacrament of the Altar. Others are asked to speak with a 
pastor  before receiving the Sacrament. Gluten free wafers are available upon request. 

 

 LARGE PRINT—large print copies of the bulletin are available on the table in the SLC or you 
may ask the usher for one. 

 

 CHILDREN’S BULLETINS—for ages 3-6 & 7-12 years, are available on the table in the SLC.  

 

• CHRISTIAN EDUCATION—Sunday School is available for children 4 years old through 6th 

Grade at 10:15am on Sunday mornings during the school year. Christian Education courses for 
adults and young adults are held at 10:15am on Sunday mornings & various times throughout 
the week during the school year. Trinity is committed to Christian Education through the 4K-
8th grade School, our Childcare (infant through 13 years), and through our association with 
Wisconsin Valley Lutheran High School. 

 
 

 RESTROOMS—Are located on the right, just as you enter the building from the courtyard. 
Handicapped restrooms are located straight in from the courtyard, just outside the Trinity 
Childcare classroom.  

 

 JOINING TRINITY—We invite you to become part of this Christian community! If interested in 
membership, please speak with an elder or pastor, and we will contact you. 

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP SERVICES IN THE SPIRITUAL LIFE CENTER— 
      7:30am & 9am Sunday 

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP SERVICE IN THE SPIRITUAL LIFE CENTER— 
5pm Saturday 

MISSION STATEMENT: 
To gather people who grow in faith and share Jesus with all. 

 

VISION STATEMENT: 
To strive to be a mature and faithful congregation that is focused on our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ. 

501 Stewart Avenue, Wausau, WI  54401 
Church: 715-842-0769 School: 715-848-0166 Fax: 715-843-7278 

Email: Trinity@Trinitynet.org   Web: www.trinitywausau.org 


