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Third Sunday after the Epiphany & National Lutheran Schools Week 

“The Word of God” 
Rev. Timothy D. Smith 

7:30am Sunday, January 23, 2022 
 

FOCUS Each one of us comes into God’s house individually, from different 

backgrounds, families, situations, experiences, challenges, and joys. But here, in God’s 
house, something happens that makes us not just a collection of individuals but joined 
together as one person, one Body. This unity happens because we have been gath-
ered by one Baptism in one faith in one Lord, our God whose greatness has been 
shown in our hearts and to the world in His Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Here our Lord 
speaks, and we listen. And in the listening, we are moved to repentance and faith, 
true repentance of heart over our sins and true faith that knows that the Scriptures, 
the Word of God, are fulfilled in the Lord Jesus Christ. May true joy motivate our 
praise of God here and all our days as God’s people scattered throughout the world. 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 
   

RINGING of the BELLS 
 

WELCOME 
 

INVOCATION 

L In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES 

L God anointed Christ to console the afflicted. 
C Come, let us worship the Lord our Comforter! 
L God anointed Christ to emancipate the enslaved. 
C Come, let us worship the Lord our liberator! 
L God anointed Christ to bind up the wounded. 
C Come, let us worship the Lord our healer! 
L God anointed Christ to deliver the troubled. 
C Come, let us worship the Lord our Savior! 
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OPENING HYMN   “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” 

        (to the tune of “Come Thou Fount”) 

 
Text:  Rusty Edwards. Copyright © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011765. 

 

Confession and Absolution 
L Friends in Christ, God’s Word assures us: If we say that we have no sin, we 

deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who 
is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unright-
eousness (1 John 1:8-9). In humility and faith let us confess our sin to God. 

ALL: Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to 
your great compassion blot out my transgressions. Wash away all my in-
iquity and cleanse me from my sin. For I know my transgressions, and my 
sin is always before me. Against you, you only have I sinned and done 
what is evil in your sight. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a 
right spirit within me. Amen. (Psalm 51:1-4a, 10) 
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L God in His mercy has given His only Son to die for you and for His sake for-
gives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of the Word I an-
nounce that grace of God to each of you; and in the stead and by the com-
mand of our Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen. 
 

HYMN of PRAISE      “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”     LSB 790, v.1,5 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SALUTATION and PRAYER of the DAY 
L The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
L Let us pray. God of light and life, open our eyes as well as our ears, so that 

we may not only hear Your Word preached today but then see Your Word 
lived out in our lives and in our world, through Christ, our Lord, the light of 
the world. 

C  Amen. 
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SPECIAL MUSIC VIDEO 
“Jesus Loves Me” 

Trinity Childcare Students 
 
 
 
 
 

Service of the Word 

OLD TESTAMENT                   Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 

And all the people gathered as one man into the square before the Water Gate. 
And they told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moses that the Lord 
had commanded Israel. 2 So Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly, 
both men and women and all who could understand what they heard, on the first 
day of the seventh month. 3 And he read from it facing the square before the Wa-
ter Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the 
women and those who could understand. And the ears of all the people were 
attentive to the Book of the Law. … 5 And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all 
the people, for he was above all the people, and as he opened it all the people 
stood. 6 And Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people answered, 
“Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. And they bowed their heads and worshiped 
the Lord with their faces to the ground. … 8 They read from the book, from the 
Law of God, clearly, and they gave the sense, so that the people understood the 
reading. 9 And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, 
and the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to 
the Lord your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept as they heard 
the words of the Law. 10 Then he said to them, “Go your way. Eat the fat and drink 
sweet wine and send portions to anyone who has nothing ready, for this day is 
holy to our Lord. And do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.” 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM                 Psalm 19:1-4a, 7a, 8a, 10, 14 

Cantor: Lord, You have the words; Lord, You have the words;  
  Lord, You have the words of everlasting life. 
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ALL: (Refrain) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

L The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. 

 Day to day pours out speech, and night to night reveals knowledge.  Refrain 
 

L There is no speech, nor are there words, whose voice is not heard. Their measuring  

 line goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world.  Refrain 
 

L The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul;  

 the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; Refrain 
 

L More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold;   

 sweeter also than honey and drippings of the honeycomb.  Refrain 
 

L Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your 

 sight, O LORD, my rock and my redeemer.  Refrain 
Refrain Text: Hal H. Hopson, and copyright © 2008 Birnamwood/MorningStar Music Publishers Music: Based on a melody from Honduras (PD). 

 

EPISTLE                     1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the 
body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in one Spirit we were 
all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to 
drink of one Spirit. 14 For the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15 
If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that 
would not make it any less a part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, 
“Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it 
any less a part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would be the 
sense of hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where would be the sense of 
smell? 18 But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as 
he chose. 19 If all were a single member, where would the body be? 20 As it is, 
there are many parts, yet one body. 21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no 
need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22 On the 
contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and 
on those parts of the body that we think less honorable we bestow the greater 
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honor, and our unpresentable parts are treated with greater modesty, 24 which 
our more presentable parts do not require. But God has so composed the body, 
giving greater honor to the part that lacked it, 25 that there may be no division in 
the body, but that the members may have the same care for one another. 26 If one 
member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice togeth-
er. 27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28 And God 
has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then 
miracles, then gifts of healing, helping, administrating, and various kinds of 
tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work mira-
cles? 30 Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret? 
31 But earnestly desire the higher gifts. 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

HYMN          “Faith and Truth and Life Bestowing”   LSB 584 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1997 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005874 Tune: Public domain 
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HOLY GOSPEL                      Luke 4:16-30 

L The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
And [Jesus] came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his cus-
tom, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read. 17 And 
the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found 
the place where it was written, 18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has 
anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty 
to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are 
oppressed, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.” 20 And he rolled up the scroll 
and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all in the synagogue 
were fixed on him. 21 And he began to say to them, “Today this Scripture has been 
fulfilled in your hearing.” 22 And all spoke well of him and marveled at the gracious 
words that were coming from his mouth. And they said, “Is not this Joseph's son?”  
23 And he said to them, “Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, ‘“Physician, 
heal yourself.” What we have heard you did at Capernaum, do here in your home-
town as well.’” 24 And he said, “Truly, I say to you, no prophet is acceptable in his 
hometown. 25 But in truth, I tell you, there were many widows in Israel in the days of 
Elijah, when the heavens were shut up three years and six months, and a great fam-
ine came over all the land, 26 and Elijah was sent to none of them but only to Za-
rephath, in the land of Sidon, to a woman who was a widow. 27 And there were many 
lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed, but 
only Naaman the Syrian.” 28 When they heard these things, all in the synagogue were 
filled with wrath. 29 And they rose up and drove him out of the town and brought 
him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they could throw 
him down the cliff. 30 But passing through their midst, he went away. 
L This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the      
 Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
 crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He 
 rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 
 hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the 
 living and the dead. 
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 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
 saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
 T everlasting. Amen. 
 

HYMN of the DAY “O Christ, Our True and Only Light”   LSB 839 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

A SPECIAL MESSAGE for the CHILDREN  Mrs. Holly Prahl 
 

SERMON                       “The Word of God”     Rev. Timothy D. Smith 
 

GATHERING of TITHES and OFFERINGS 
 

MISSION STATEMENT: To gather people who grow in faith and share Jesus 

with all. 
 

VISION STATEMENT: To strive to be a mature and faithful congregation that 

is focused on our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING   
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PRAYER of the CHURCH 

L Holy God, we praise You for calling us to be a servant people and for gathering  
 us into the body of Christ. Together may we live in Your Spirit and so love one 

another that we may have the mind of Jesus Christ, our Lord in all things. Bless 
our Senior Pastor Call Committee – fill them with wisdom and discernment as 
they meet. Be with Heidi Smith and Pastor Smith as Heidi considers the call to 
serve St. John, Easton, as teacher there. Send Your Holy Spirit upon her, give 
her wisdom and discernment as she considers where You are leading. Bless the 
members of St. John and us as we all seek Your will. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
L Lord of learning, we give You thanks and praise for the blessings of schools, es-

pecially Trinity. Bless all our faculty and staff – fill them with Your peace and 
strength and give them knowledge, patience, and a loving spirit as they teach. 
Be with the students – and help them grow in knowledge and faith in Jesus. 
Give us all eyes to see, ears to hear, minds to learn, and mouths to proclaim 
Your name. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
L Lord of all compassion, today we remember all those with special needs, 

(especially…). In love, look upon them and according to Your good and gracious 
will, meet their needs and send us to be Your hands and feet to minister to 
them. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
L Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 

mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who has taught us to pray… 
 

The LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,   
 Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
 kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.  
 

BENEDICTION              Numbers 6:24-26 

L The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 



11 

DISMISSAL 

L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

CLOSING HYMN    “We Are Called to Stand Together”   

(to the tune of “Angels from the Realms of Glory”) 

 
Text:  Martin E. Leckebusch.  Copyright © 2000 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011765. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

PRESIDING MINISTER: Rev. Timothy D. Smith, Associate Pastor 
ORGANIST: Mr. Matthew Hoehne, Director of Music 
SCRIPTURE READER: Mr. Bill Zuelsdorff, Principal 
ELDER: 7:30am—Terry Knoll 
ACOLYTE: 7:30am— 
TECH: 7:30am— 
COFFEE HOUR: Kelly Peterson 
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WELCOME TO TRINITY!  
Your presence is very special to us. May your faith be strengthened and your life  

enriched as you join us in worship to God! 

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP SERVICES IN THE UPPER SANCTUARY— 
      7:30am & 9am Sunday 

BLENDED WORSHIP SERVICE IN THE UPPER SANCTUARY— 
5pm Saturday 

 WORSHIP SCHEDULE—Holy Communion is celebrated on the 1st, 3rd, & 5th Sundays of the 
month in the Upper Sanctuary. We invite those who have been instructed in the teachings of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church to receive the Sacrament of the Altar. Others are asked to 
speak with a pastor  before receiving the Sacrament. Gluten free wafers are available upon 
request. 

 

 LARGE PRINT—large print copies of the bulletin are available on the table in the Narthex or 
you may ask the usher for one. 

 

 CHILDREN’S BULLETINS—for ages 3-6 & 7-12 years, are available on the table in the Narthex.  

 NURSERY—for children ages 3 & under. The upper level nursery is located near the Church 
Lounge on Sundays. Please Note: The upper level nursery will be unstaffed unless volunteers are available. 

• CHRISTIAN EDUCATION—Sunday School is available for children 4 years old through 6th 

Grade at 10:15am on Sunday mornings during the school year. Christian Education courses for 
adults and young adults are held at 10:15am on Sunday mornings & various times throughout 
the week during the school year. Trinity is committed to Christian Education through the 4K-
8th grade School, our Childcare (infant through 13 years), and through our association with 
Wisconsin Valley Lutheran High School. 

 

 ELEVATOR—is located next to the nursery on the upper level. On the lower level the elevator 
is located across from Classroom #101, which is past the offices. Use as needed. 

 

 RESTROOMS—Narthex level across from the Library, lower level next to the elevator.  
 

 JOINING TRINITY—We invite you to become part of this Christian community! If interested in 
membership, please speak with an elder or pastor, and we will contact you. 

MISSION STATEMENT: 
To gather people who grow in faith and share Jesus with all. 

 

VISION STATEMENT: 
To strive to be a mature and faithful congregation that is focused on our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ. 

501 Stewart Avenue, Wausau, WI  54401 
Church: 715-842-0769 School: 715-848-0166 Fax: 715-843-7278 

Email: Trinity@Trinitynet.org   Web: www.trinitywausau.org 


