Jesus said- ‘Al authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.”
Matthew 2818

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

“AUTHORITY ISSUES”
REV. PAUL D. SUNDBOM
7:30AM & 9AM SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2026 IN THE SANCTUARY
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL
WAUSAU, WISCONSIN



EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

“AUTHORITY ISSUES”

REV. PAUL D. SUNDBOM
7:30AM & 9AM SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2026

AS WE GATHER fromthe beginning, God implanted His life-creating power into His crea-
tion with the command “Be fruitful and multiply” to animals (Genesis 1:22) and to humans (1:28),
with one important difference. You are not an accident or only a product of biology. Every human
being is a personal soul. So we confess, “I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He
has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my senses, and
still takes care of them” (Small Catechism, Creed, Explanation of the First Article). Because of our
inherited sin, however, “the soul who sins shall die” (Ezekiel 18:4). Nevertheless, God’s design is
for life—eternal life. He declares, “I have no pleasure in the death of anyone” (18:32). Because God
so loves you, He sent His Son to take away your sin by the shedding of His blood on the cross.
Therefore, “we preach Christ crucified,...the power of God and the wisdom of God” (1 Corinthians
1:23-24). Christ died to sin for you. By Holy Baptism, you died with Christ and are raised to new life
in Him. The love of God is yours today by faith in the cross of Jesus Christ. The Father’s declaration
of Jesus now becomes yours: “My beloved Son, with whom | am well pleased” (Matthew 3:17).

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC

Variations on “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” Linker

RINGING OF THE BELLS AND WELCOME

INVOCATION
(P} Inthe name of the Father and of the *}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

9AM Ba ptl SM Rev. Paul D. Sundbom

“Evelyn May Turzinski”
Daughter of Jon & Morgan Turzinski

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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BAPTISMAL WELCOME

(The newly baptized is welcomed with the following after a reading from the Elder.)
Amen. We welcome you in the name of the Lord.

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION

(P} Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to
grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.
| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,

and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

REFE

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.)

O almighty God, merciful Father,

1, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with

which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eter-

nal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of
them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy,
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

(P) Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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HYMN oFfF PRAISE “Gloria in Excelsis”
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(P} Glory be to God on high: @ and on earth peace,good - will toward
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art most high in the glory of God the Father. A - men.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

® The Lord be with you.
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(® Let us pray.
Almighty God, You exalted Your Son to the place of all honor and authority.
Enlighten our minds by Your Holy Spirit that, confessing Jesus as Lord, we
may be led into all truth; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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SERVICE OF THE WORD
OLD TESTAMENT Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32

The word of the LORD came to me: 2“What do you mean by repeating this proverb
concerning the land of Israel, ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the chil-
dren’s teeth are set on edge’? >As | live, declares the Lord Gop, this proverb shall
no more be used by you in Israel. “Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of the father
as well as the soul of the son is mine: the soul who sins shall die...”“Yet you say,
‘The way of the Lord is not just.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way not just?

5



Is it not your ways that are not just? *®When a righteous person turns away from
his righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it; for the injustice that he has
done he shall die. 27Again, when a wicked person turns away from the wickedness
he has committed and does what is just and right, he shall save his life. *®Because
he considered and turned away from all the transgressions that he had committed,
he shall surely live; he shall not die. °Yet the house of Israel says, ‘The way of the
Lord is not just.” O house of Israel, are my ways not just? Is it not your ways that
are not just **“There-fore | will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to
his ways, declares the Lord Gob. Repent and turn from all your transgressions, lest
iniquity be your ruin. Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have
committed, and make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O
house of Israel? **For | have no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Lord
GoD; so turn, and live.”

P This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Philippians 2:1-4, 14-18
If there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in
the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2complete my joy by being of the same
mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from
rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves.
*Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of oth-
ers... Do all things without grumbling or questioning, *that you may be blameless
and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twist-
ed generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, **holding fast to the
word of life, so that in the day of Christ | may be proud that | did not run in vain or
labor in vain. “Even if | am to be poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial
offering of your faith, | am glad and rejoice with you all. 8 ikewise you also should
be glad and rejoice with me.

P This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 21:23-27
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.
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When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people
came up to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing
these things, and who gave you this authority?” **Jesus answered them, “I also will
ask you one question, and if you tell me the answer, then | also will tell you by
what authority | do these things. *The baptism of John, from where did it come?
From heaven or from man?” And they discussed it among themselves, saying, “If
we say, ‘From heaven,” he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ *°But
if we say, ‘From man,” we are afraid of the crowd, for they all hold that John was a
prophet.” ?’So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them,
“Neither will | tell you by what authority | do these things.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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NICENE CREED (7:30am)

| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God
of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the
Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit
of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us,
under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He
rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits
at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
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And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is
worshipped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And | believe in
one holy Christian and apostolic Church, | acknowledge one Baptism for
the remission of sins, and | look for the resurrection of the dead and the
life -1+ of the world to come. Amen.

A SPECIAL MESSAGE FOR THE CHILDREN

HYMN OF THE DAY “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name ” LSB 549 sts. 1-4, 7
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SERMON

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

the roy - al

who saves you by

MUSICAL OFFERING

Pastorale on “Jesus Has Come and Brings Pleasure”

“Authority Issues”

di - a - dem And crown Him
the stem of Jes-se’s rod And crown Him
His grace And crown Him
in - car-nate, man di - vine, And crown Him
ev - er - last-ing song And crown Him

Rev.

Lord
Lord
Lord
Lord
Lord

all.
all.
all.
all.
all.

Paul D. Sundbom

Behnke



OFFERTORY
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (After each petition, the following is said...)
(P) Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT
PREFACE
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P} The Lord be with you.
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(P) Let us give thanks un -to the Lord, our God.
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It is meet and right so to do.

(P Itis truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Je-
sus Christ, our Lord, who, out of love for His fallen creation, humbled Himself
by taking on the form of a servant, becoming obedient unto death, even
death upon a cross. Risen from the dead, He has freed us from eternal death
and given us life everlasting. Therefore with angels and archangels and with
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, ever-
more praising You and saying:

SANCTUS LSB 195
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

(P] Our Father who art in heav - en, hal - low - ed be Thy name,
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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and when He had giv - en thanks, He broke it and gave it to the
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AGNUS DEI
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world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.

LSB 198

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION christ invites all repentant sinners to partake in His

feast of forgiveness — the Lord’s Supper. LCMS communicant members are invited to examine their
faith using pages 329-330 in the hymnal and receive the Savior’s body and blood. Grape juice is availa-
ble in the center of the trays in lieu of wine. Gluten free wafers are available upon request. Visitors
wishing to commune should see a pastor or an elder before service. We ask this because we love you.

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC “Beautiful Savior” Sanctuary Choir

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS “Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng”

“Jesus Has Come and Brings Pleasure”

DISMISSAL AND THANKSGIVING
“
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er
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Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed
us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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® The Lord be with you.
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And with thy  spir - it.
BENEDICAMUS
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Bless we the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION
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P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make
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His face shine upon you and be gra-cious un - to you.

The Lord lift up His countenance upon youand I~ give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

POSTLUDE “Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng” Burkhardt

ACKNOWLEDG MENTS Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quota-

tions are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House.

PRESIDING MINISTER: Rev. Paul D. Sundbom, Associate Pastor

LITURGIST: Rev. Peter C. Williamson, Associate Pastor

ORGANIST: Irene Beethe

MUSICIANS: Sanctuary Choir, Kyle Wiskow, director

ELDERS: 7:30am—Bob Zimmerman, Tim Rock; 9am—Dan Schwantes, Mike Hase
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WELCOME TO TRINITY!
Your presence is very special to us. May your faith be strengthened and your life
enriched as you join us in worship to God!

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP SERVICES IN THE SANCTUARY—
7:30am & 9am Sunday
MODERN/CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP SERVICE IN THE SPIRITUAL LIFE CENTER (SLC)—
5pm Saturday & 9:15am Sunday

e  WORSHIP SCHEDULE—Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday. We invite those who
have been instructed in the teachings of the Evangelical Lutheran Church to receive the Sacra-
ment of the Altar. Others are asked to speak with a pastor before receiving the Sacrament.
Gluten free wafers are available upon request.

e LARGE PRINT—large print copies of the bulletin are available on the table in the Narthex or
you may ask the usher for one.

e CHILDREN’S BULLETINS—for ages 3-6 & 7-12 years, are available on the table in the Narthex.

o NURSERY—for children ages 3 & under. The upper level nursery is located near the Church
Lounge on Sundays. Please Note: The upper level nursery will be unstaffed unless volunteers are available.

® CHRISTIAN EDUCATION—Sunday School is available for children 4 years old through 6th
Grade at 10:30am on Sunday mornings during the school year. Christian Education courses for
adults and young adults are held at 10:30am on Sunday mornings & various times throughout
the week during the school year. Trinity is committed to Christian Education through the 4K-
8th grade School and our Childcare (infant through 13 years).

e ELEVATOR—is located next to the nursery on the upper level. On the lower level the elevator
is located across from Classroom #101, which is past the offices. Use as needed.

e RESTROOMS—Narthex level across from the Library, lower level next to the elevator.

o JOINING TRINITY—We invite you to become part of this Christian community! If interested in
membership, please speak with an elder or pastor, and we will contact you.

GUIDING STATEMENT:

As an enduring family of disciples, we teach, love and connect Aut(.)n.lated
. . . . Giving
through multi-generational education and service. .
Options

TEACH—LOVE—CONNECT—SERVE—GROW

@ @ Teach the Truth—Love like Jesus
Connect with Compassion
@ Serve with Purpose—Lifelong Growth ®

501 STEWART AVENUE, WAUSAU, WI 54401 ..
CHURCH; 715-842-0769 ScHOOL: 715-848-0166 Trinity ll Lutheran
EMAIL: TRINTY@TRINITYNET.ORG WEB: WWW.TRINITYWAUSAU.ORG

CHURCH & SCHOOL



