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 First Sunday in Advent 

“How Does Your King Come?” 
Rev. James L. Mayland 

7:30am & 9am Sunday, December 3, 2023 
 

AS WE GATHER Welcome to the season of waiting! Not only is Advent a period of 

preparation for Jesus’ first coming at Christmas, but this sacred season readies our hearts for 
Jesus’ ultimate coming: when He, as King of kings and Lord of lords, returns in power on the 
Last Day, when every knee will bow before Him and every eye will see Him as the One who 
reigns in sovereign majesty over all things. Until the arrival of that glorious Day, we wait for 
Him in confident faith, strengthened by His Word and Meal, trusting that He has redeemed us 
by His cross and resurrection. With the expectant people of old, may our worship together 
lead us to say: “Our soul waits for the Lord; He is our help and our shield” (Psalm 33:20). 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”           Eatherton 

              “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”  Bender, Drischner, Reger 
 

RINGING of the BELLS 
 

WELCOME 
 

OPENING HYMN    “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”   LSB 340 

 

 



3 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 
 
 

OPENING SENTENCES  
P Our soul waits for the Lord; 
C He is our help and our shield. 
P For our heart is glad in Him, 
C because we trust in His holy name. 
P Let Your steadfast love, O Lord, be upon us, 
C even as we hope in You.  
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CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 
P Confident in His steadfast love, let us confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against You in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we do and by what we fail to do. In-
stead of waiting on You and clinging to Your promises, we impatiently go 
our own way. Instead of loving our neighbors as ourselves, we put our 
wants first and serve our interests instead of Yours, O God. For the sake 
of our Savior and King, have mercy on us. Forgive us and restore us. 
Guide us and renew us. Help us to walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 
holy name. Amen. 

P “You are not lacking in any spiritual gift, as you wait for the revealing of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our 
Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 1:7-8). Our faithful God hears our prayers and 
answers them, taking away our guilt and giving us His righteousness. As a 
called and ordained servant of Christ, our Savior and King, I forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

SALUTATION and PRAYER of the DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection 

we may be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by 
Your mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the Ho-
ly Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
OLD TESTAMENT          Isaiah 64:1-9 
Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains might 
quake at your presence—2as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes wa-
ter to boil—to make your name known to your adversaries, and that the nations 
might tremble at your presence! 3When you did awesome things that we did not 
look for, you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 4From of old no 
one has heard or perceived by the ear, no eye has seen a God besides you, who 
acts for those who wait for him. 5You meet him who joyfully works righteousness, 
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those who remember you in your ways. Behold, you were angry, and we sinned; in 
our sins we have been a long time, and shall we be saved? 6We have all become 
like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment. 
We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 7There is no 
one who calls upon your name, who rouses himself to take hold of you; for you 
have hidden your face from us, and have made us melt in the hand of our iniqui-
ties. 8But now, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our 
potter; we are all the work of your hand. 9Be not so terribly angry, O Lord, and 
remember not iniquity forever. Behold, please look, we are all your people.  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE             1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4I give 
thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given you 
in Christ Jesus, 5that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech and all 
knowledge—6even as the testimony about Christ was confirmed among you—7so 
that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift, as you wait for the revealing of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, 8who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL         Mark 11:1-10 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the eleventh chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
When they drew near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and Bethany, at the Mount of 
Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples 2and said to them, “Go into the village in 
front of you, and immediately as you enter it you will find a colt tied, on which no 
one has ever sat. Untie it and bring it. 3If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing 
this?’ say, ‘The Lord has need of it and will send it back here immediately.’” 4And 
they went away and found a colt tied at a door outside in the street, and they un-
tied it. 5And some of those standing there said to them, “What are you doing, un-
tying the colt?” 6And they told them what Jesus had said, and they let them go. 
7And they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it, and he sat on it. 
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8And many spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that 
they had cut from the fields. 9And those who went before and those who followed 
were shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 
10Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in the highest!” 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 

HYMN of the DAY “Prepare the Royal Highway”   LSB 343 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005874  Tune: Public domain 

 
 

SERMON      “How Does Your King Come?”   Rev. James L. Mayland 
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NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 
 and of all things visible and invisible.  
 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 
 of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God 
 of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 
 Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 
 salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit 
 of the  virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us, 
 under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He 
 rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven  and sits 
 at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to 
 judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds 
 from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is 
 worshipped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in 
 one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for 
 the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the 
 life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYER of the CHURCH (After each petition, the following is said…) 

P Lord in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
 

GATHERING of TITHES and OFFERINGS 
 

MISSION STATEMENT To gather people who grow in faith and share Jesus 

with all. 
 

VISION STATEMENT To strive to be a mature and faithful congregation that 

is focused on our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING 

7:30am—        “Prepare the Royal Highway”          Held 
9am—    “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus”      Wesley/Gernon/Prichard 
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Service of the Sacrament 
PREFACE 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

PROPER PREFACE 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, pro-
claiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away 
the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might es-
cape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory. There-
fore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS HYMN        LSB 195 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
 kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

WORDS of INSTITUTION 
 
 

PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 
 

AGNUS DEI HYMN        LSB 198 
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION (Gluten Free Wafers are available upon request.) 

Christ invites all repentant sinners to partake His feast of forgiveness – the Lord’s Supper. LCMS com-
municant members are invited to examine their faith and receive the Savior’s body and blood. Visitors 
wishing to commune should see a Pastor or an Elder before service. We ask this because we love you.  
 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You”  LSB 334 

     “Wide Open Stand the Gates”  LSB 639 
 

9am—                “O Come to the Altar”        Brown/Brock/Furtick/Joye 
 
 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed 

us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent 
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 

BENEDICTION              Numbers 6:24-26 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

POSTLUDE      “Savior of the Nations, Come”   Bloedow & Ore 
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Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copy-
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PRESIDING MINISTER: Rev. James L. Mayland, Senior Pastor  
ORGANIST: Rod Riese 
MUSICIANS: 9am—Praise Team, Brett Schwantes, lead 
ELDERS: 7:30am—Bob Zimmerman, Dan Oelke; 9am—John Schult, Dan Schwantes 
ACOLYTES: 9am—Emmalin Grosnick, Kaylin Dietsche 
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WELCOME TO TRINITY!  
Your presence is very special to us. May your faith be strengthened and your life  

enriched as you join us in worship to God! 

 WORSHIP SCHEDULE—Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday in the Sanctuary. We in-
vite those who have been instructed in the teachings of the Evangelical Lutheran Church to 
receive the Sacrament of the Altar. Others are asked to speak with a pastor  before receiving 
the Sacrament. Gluten free wafers are available upon request. 

 

 LARGE PRINT—large print copies of the bulletin are available on the table in the Narthex or 
you may ask the usher for one. 

 

 CHILDREN’S BULLETINS—for ages 3-6 & 7-12 years, are available on the table in the Narthex.  

 NURSERY—for children ages 3 & under. The upper level nursery is located near the Church 
Lounge on Sundays. Please Note: The upper level nursery will be unstaffed unless volunteers are available. 

• CHRISTIAN EDUCATION—Sunday School is available for children 4 years old through 6th 

Grade at 10:15am on Sunday mornings during the school year. Christian Education courses for 
adults and young adults are held at 10:15am on Sunday mornings & various times throughout 
the week during the school year. Trinity is committed to Christian Education through the 4K-
8th grade School and our Childcare (infant through 13 years). 

 

 ELEVATOR—is located next to the nursery on the upper level. On the lower level the elevator 
is located across from Classroom #101, which is past the offices. Use as needed. 

 

 RESTROOMS—Narthex level across from the Library, lower level next to the elevator.  
 

 JOINING TRINITY—We invite you to become part of this Christian community! If interested in 
membership, please speak with an elder or pastor, and we will contact you. 

TRADITIONAL/BLENDED WORSHIP SERVICES IN THE SANCTUARY— 
7:30am & 9am Sunday 

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP SERVICE IN THE SANCTUARY— 
5pm Saturday 

MISSION STATEMENT: 
To gather people who grow in faith and share Jesus with all. 

 

VISION STATEMENT: 
To strive to be a mature and faithful congregation that is focused on our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ. 

501 Stewart Avenue, Wausau, WI  54401 
Church: 715-842-0769 School: 715-848-0166 Fax: 715-843-7278 

Email: Trinity@Trinitynet.org   Web: www.trinitywausau.org 


