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NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

“ARE YOU PRODUCING FRUIT?”
REV. PETER C. WILLIAMSON
7:30AM & 9AM SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2026 IN THE SANCTUARY

AS WE GATHER “God loves you.” It is not like we have never heard that before. We may

even have taken that fact for granted, thinking, “Well, of course He does! That’s His thing! 1 John
4:8 says that God is love.” Nevertheless, as our lives and circumstances unfold, through the uncer-
tainties of sin and doubt and failure, many have come up short and been forced to wonder, “How
can God love me now?” Love, after all, is always in direct proportion to our worthiness of it, to how
lovable we are, right? The highest love of God, agape, can commonly be defined as the love of in-
telligence and corresponding purpose. This definition may seem at first to drain the whole idea of
the depth of emotion or the value of love. But we discover the power of God’s love even more as
we are convinced of the greatness of our need—our own sin and unworthiness. That’s when the
cross of Calvary and the sacrifice of Christ crucified shines forth as the highest, greatest, and al-
most unbelievable love of God for you—even you. Notice how many of today’s hymns examine the
depth and, yes, “strangeness” of the fact that God loves you.

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC “christ, The Word of God, Incarnate” Cherwien
“The Church’s One Foundation” Innes
“The Church’s One Foundation” Ore

RINGING OF THE BELLS

WELCOME

“Rise, Shine, You People ”

OPENING HYMN LSB 825, sts 1-2,4
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1 Rise, shine, you peo - ple! Christ the Lord has en - tered
2 See how He sends the powrs of e - vil reel - ing;

4 Tell.' how the Fa - ther sent His Son to save us.
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Our hu - man sto - ry; God in Him is cen - tered.
He brings us free - dom, light and life and heal - ing.
Tell of the Son, who life and free-dom gave us.
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He comes to us, by death and sin sur -
All men and wom - en, who by guilt are
Tell how the Spir - it calls from ev - 'ty
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round - ed, With grace un - bound - ed.
driv. - en, Now are for - giv - en.
na - tion His new cre - a - tion.

Text and tune: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005874

INVOCATION
P In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

(P} Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

(P} If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?

But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

(P} Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise,
and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of
this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and
one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we can-
not free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take
refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for
the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to ever-
lasting life. Amen.

(P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake for-
gives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us
pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we
3 For You a-lone are ho - ly; You on - ly are the

earth;

pray;
Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
(0} Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.

For - ev - er and for- ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,

Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’'n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY

(P) The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(P) Let us pray. Gracious God, You gave Your Son into the hands of sinful men who
killed Him. Forgive us when we reject Your unfailing love, and grant us the full-
ness of Your salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

SERVICE OF THE WORD
OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 5:1-7

!Let me sing for my beloved my love song concerning his vineyard: My beloved
had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. *He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted
it with choice vines; he built a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a
wine vat in it; and he looked for it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes. *And
now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, judge between me and my
vineyard. “What more was there to do for my vineyard, that | have not done in it?
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When | looked for it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes? >And now | will
tell you what | will do to my vineyard. | will remove its hedge, and it shall be de-
voured; | will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. ®l will make it a
waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and briers and thorns shall grow up; | will
also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. "For the vineyard of the
LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah are his pleasant
planting; and he looked for justice, but behold, bloodshed; for righteousness, but
behold, an outcry!

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Philippians 3:4b—14
If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, | have more: “cir-
cumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a He-
brew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; ®as to zeal, a persecutor of the church;
as to righteousness, under the law blameless. "But whatever gain | had, | counted
as loss for the sake of Christ. ®Indeed, | count everything as loss because of the
surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake | have suffered the
loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that | may gain Christ *and be
found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but
that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that de-
pends on faith— that | may know him and the power of his resurrection, and
may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, *'that by any means pos-
sible I may attain the resurrection from the dead. Not that | have already ob-
tained this or am already perfect, but | press on to make it my own, because Christ
Jesus has made me his own. **Brothers, | do not consider that | have made it my
own. But one thing | do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what
lies ahead, ™I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in
Christ Jesus.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA AND VERSE
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These things are writ-ten that you may be-lieve that
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Je -sus is the Christ, the Son of God.
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Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 21:33-46

(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter.

Glory to You, O Lord.

*[Jesus said:] “Hear another parable. There was a master of a house who planted
a vineyard and put a fence around it and dug a winepress in it and built a tower
and leased it to tenants, and went into another country. **When the season for
fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the tenants to get his fruit. **And the ten-
ants took his servants and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 36Again
he sent other servants, more than the first. And they did the same to them. 37Fi-
nally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ *®But when the
tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him
and have his inheritance.’ **And they took him and threw him out of the vineyard
and killed him. “®When therefore the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he
do to those tenants?” ' They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a misera-
ble death and let out the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the fruits in
their seasons.” *Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: “‘The
stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s
doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes’? **Therefore | tell you, the kingdom of God
will be taken away from you and given to a people producing its fruits. **And the
one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and when it falls on anyone, it
will crush him.” *®*When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables,
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they perceived that he was speaking about them. *®*And although they were seek-
ing to arrest him, they feared the crowds, because they held him to be a prophet.
(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to You, O Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED 7:30AM ONLY
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the
living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
I« everlasting. Amen.

A SPECIAL MESSAGE FOR THE CHILDREN

SPECIAL MUSIC "Go Tell" Brokering
4k & 1st Grade Choir
HYMN OF THE DAY “The Church’s One Foundation” LSB 644
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1 The Church’s one foun-da - tion Is Je - sus Christ, her Lord;
2E - lect from ev - ’ry na-tion, Yet one o’er all the earth;
3 Though with a scorn-ful won-der The world sees her op-pressed,
4 Through toil and trib - u - la-tion And tu - mult of her war
5 Yet she on earth has u - nion With God, the Three in One,
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She is His new cre - a - tion By wa - ter and the Word.
Her char-ter of sal - va - tion: One Lord, one faith, one birth.
By schisms rent a - sun - der, By her - e - sies dis-tressed,
She waits the con-sum-ma - tion Of peace for - ev - er - more
And mys - tic sweet com-mu - nion With those whose rest is won.
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From heav’n He came and sought her To be His ho - ly bride;
One ho - ly name she bless - es, Par - takes one ho - ly food,
Yet saints their watch are keep -ing; Their cry goes up, “How long?”
Till with the vi-sion glo-rious Her long - ing eyes are blest,

(0] bless - ed heav’n-ly cho - rus! Lord,save us by Your grace
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With His own blood He bought her, And for her life He died.
And to one hope she press - es With ev - ’ry grace en-dued.
And soon the night of weep -ing Shallbe the morn of song.
And the great Church vic - to - rious Shall be the Church at rest.
That we, like saints be - fore us, May see You face to face.
SERMON “Are You Producing Fruit?” Rev. Peter C. Williamson
SPECIAL MUSIC "With the Help of the Spirit" Southwick Cool

4th & 5th Grade Choir

GATHERING oF TITHES AND OFFERINGS
MUSICAL OFFERING  “The Church’s One Foundation” Hildebrand

9AM Ba ptl sm Rev. James L. Mayland

“Samuel EImer Hess”
Son of Nicholas & Heidi Hess

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

BAPTISMAL WELCOME

(The newly baptized is welcomed with the following after a reading from the Elder.)
Amen. We welcome you in the name of the Lord.




PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (After each petition, the following is said...)
(P} Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

PREFACE LSB 208
(P) The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(P) Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

(P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the
countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we
give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him
into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the
dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome
sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archan-
gels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS HYMN LSB 208
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Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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Heav’n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;
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Tru-ly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

(P) Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on
us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have eternal life. In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin
of Adam and Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all
their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised salva-
tion by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life
-giving tree for all who trust in Him. We give You thanks for the redemption You
have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may
faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the blessings of for-
giveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His body and blood. Hear us as we
pray in His name and as He has taught us:

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

WORDS oF INSTITUTION

PAX DOMINI

(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

Christ invites all repentant sinners to partake in His feast of forgiveness — the Lord’s Supper. LCMS
communicant members are invited to examine their faith using pages 329-330 in the hymnal and
receive the Savior’s body and blood. Grape juice is available in the center of the trays in lieu of wine.
Gluten free wafers are available upon request. Visitors wishing to commune should see a pastor or an
elder before service. We ask this because we love you.

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS “Christ, the Word of God Incarnate ” LSB 540
“Hark, the Voice of Jesus Calling” LSB 827
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DISMISSAL
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward
one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION

Let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

(P) The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.

Amen.

CLOSING HYMN “Precious Lord, Take My Hand ” LSB 739
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Pre - cious Lord, take my hand, Lead me on, let me stand;

1
2 When my way grows  drear, Pre - cious Lord, lin-ger near,
3 When the dark - ness ap-pears And the night draws near
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1 am tired, 1 am weak, 1 am worn.
When my life is al - most gone,
And the day is al - most gone,
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Through the storm, through the night, Lead me on to the light.
Hear my cry, hear my call; Hold my hand lest I fall
At the riv - er I stand; Guide my feet, hold my hand,
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Take my hand, pre - cious Lord; lead me home.
Take my hand, pre - cious Lord; lead me home.
Take my hand, pre - cious Lord; lead me home.

Text and tune: © 1938 (renewed) Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp., admin. Alfred Music. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005874

ANNOUNCEMENTS

POSTLUDE “Precious Lord” Ringwald

PRESIDING MINISTER: Rev. Peter C. Williamson, Associate Pastor

LITURGIST: Rev. James L. Mayland, Senior Pastor

ORGANIST: Adele Bluhm

ELDERS: 7:30am—Bob Zimmerman & Todd Hauer; 9am—Jeff Kelm & Mike Hase
ACOLYTES: 7:30am—Austin Blumreich; 9am—Olivia Robinson & Ella Knock
TECH: 9am—Ben Skic

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from
the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.
Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House.
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WELCOME TO TRINITY!
Your presence is very special to us. May your faith be strengthened and your life
enriched as you join us in worship to God!

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP SERVICES IN THE SANCTUARY—
7:30am & 9am Sunday
CONTEMPORARY/MODERN WORSHIP SERVICES IN THE SPIRITUAL LIFE CENTER (SLC)—
5pm Saturday & 9:15am Sunday

e  WORSHIP SCHEDULE—Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday. We invite those who
have been instructed in the teachings of the Evangelical Lutheran Church to receive the Sacra-
ment of the Altar. Others are asked to speak with a pastor before receiving the Sacrament.
Gluten free wafers are available upon request.

e LARGE PRINT—large print copies of the bulletin are available on the table in the Narthex or
you may ask the usher for one.

e CHILDREN’S BULLETINS—for ages 3-6 & 7-12 years, are available on the table in the Narthex.

o NURSERY—for children ages 3 & under. The upper level nursery is located near the Church
Lounge on Sundays. Please Note: The upper level nursery will be unstaffed unless volunteers are available.

® CHRISTIAN EDUCATION—Sunday School is available for children 4 years old through 6th
Grade at 10:30am on Sunday mornings during the school year. Christian Education courses for
adults and young adults are held at 10:30am on Sunday mornings & various times throughout
the week during the school year. Trinity is committed to Christian Education through the 4K-
8th grade School and our Childcare (infant through 13 years).

e ELEVATOR—is located next to the nursery on the upper level. On the lower level the elevator
is located across from Classroom #101, which is past the offices. Use as needed.

e RESTROOMS—Narthex level across from the Library, lower level next to the elevator.

o JOINING TRINITY—We invite you to become part of this Christian community! If interested in
membership, please speak with an elder or pastor, and we will contact you.

GUIDING STATEMENT:

As an enduring family of disciples, we teach, love and connect Aut(.)n.lated
. . . . Giving
through multi-generational education and service. .
Options

TEACH—LOVE—CONNECT—SERVE—GROW

@ @ Teach the Truth—Love like Jesus
Connect with Compassion
@ Serve with Purpose—Lifelong Growth ®

501 STEWART AVENUE, WAUSAU, WI 54401 ..
CHURCH; 715-842-0769 ScHOOL: 715-848-0166 Trinity ll Lutheran
EMAIL: TRINTY@TRINITYNET.ORG WEB: WWW.TRINITYWAUSAU.ORG

CHURCH & SCHOOL



