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SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT

“WHAT WOULD JOHN SAY TO You?”
REV. PAUL D. SUNDBOM
7:30AM & 9AM SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2025 IN THE SANCTUARY
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL
WAUSAU, WISCONSIN



SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT

“\WHAT WoOULD JOHN SAY TO You?”

REV. PAUL D. SUNDBOM
7:30AM & 9AM SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2025

AS WE GATHER The problem with good works is not that we should do them but why.

Our works reflect what it is we believe and hold dear. Works are the fruit of repentance and faith
and do not add to what Christ has done in His mighty work of redemption. The call to bear the
good fruit of repentance is not to work harder to be saved but to manifest in our everyday lives
that we are saved, that we belong to the Lord, and that He has accomplished all things for our sal-
vation. John faced a generation impressed with their works and empty of faith in God’s mercy. We
should know that doing works is not a choice. Hearts of faith will produce the good fruits of re-
pentance. This is the calling of Christians and the mark of the work of the Spirit in our lives.

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC

“The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns” Ore
“On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” Burkhardt
“On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” Cherwien

RINGING OF THE BELLS

WELCOME AND LIGHTING oF THE ADVENT WREATH

OI;ENING HYMN

“By All Your Saints in Warfare” LSB 518, sts.1,18,3
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Re - flect - ed from Your throne.
Un - til the per - fect day.
And praise to God a - lone.
Text: Horatio Bolton Nelson, 1823-1913, alt. Tune: English; coll. and arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872—-1958 Text: Public domain Tune: Public domain
INVOCATION

(P) Inthe name of the Father and of the "I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

(P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.)

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
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(P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by
His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen

KYRIE LSB 168
In peace let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,

and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let
us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

(P) The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

P Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-
begotten Son, that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with
pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

SERVICE OF THE WORD
OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 11:1-10
There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his
roots shall bear fruit. 2And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of
wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of know-
ledge and the fear of the LORD. *And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.
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He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears hear,
*but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the
meek of the earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with
the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 5Righteousness shall be the belt of his
waist, and faithfulness the belt of his loins. *The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and
the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, and the calf and the lion and the
fattened calf together; and a little child shall lead them. "The cow and the bear shall
graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
¥The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the weaned child shall
put his hand on the adder’s den. 9They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy
mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters
cover the sea. °In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the
peoples—of him shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious.
P) This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Romans 15:4-13
Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through
endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.
>May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony
with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, °that together you may with one
voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. ‘Therefore welcome one
another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. ®For I tell you that Christ
became a servant to the circumcised to show God'’s truthfulness, in order to con-
firm the promises given to the patriarchs, *and in order that the Gentiles might glo-
rify God for his mercy. As it is written, “Therefore | will praise you among the Gen-
tiles, and sing to your name.” °And again it is said, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his
people.” ' And again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples extol
him.” > And again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse will come, even he who arises to
rule the Gentiles; in him will the Gentiles hope.” *May the God of hope fill you
with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may
abound in hope.

P This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.



ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 173
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?

You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 3:1-12

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter.
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Glo-ry to You, O Lord.
In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea,
2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” For this is he who was spoken of
by the prophet Isaiah when he said, “The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.”” “Now John wore a gar-
ment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts
and wild honey. °Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan
were going out to him, ®and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, con-
fessing their sins. ’But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming
for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from
the wrath to come? ®Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not presume
to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for | tell you, God is able
from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. °Even now the axe is laid to
the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut
down and thrown into the fire. 'l baptize you with water for repentance, but he
who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals | am not worthy to carry.
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. **His winnowing fork is in his
hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the barn, but
the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”
[En This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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A SPECIAL MESSAGE FOR THE CHILDREN

HYMN OF THE DAY “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” LSB 344
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for he brings Glad tid - ings of the King of kings!
hearts pre - pare For Christ to come and en - ter there.
waste a - way Like flow’rs that with - er and de - cay.
of Thy face Till beau - ty springs in ev - ’ry place.
we a-dore And Ho - ly Spir - it ev - er-more.
Text: Charles Coffin, 1676—1749; tr. Composite Tune: adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621 Text and tune: Public domain
SERMON “What Would John Say to You?”  Rev. Paul D. Sundbom
APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the
living and the dead.



| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
I« everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (After each petition, the following is said...)

(P) Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS
MUSICAL OFFERING “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” Burkhardt

OFFERTORY LSB 176
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vows to the Lord now in the pres-ence of all His peo - ple, in the

courts of the Lord’s house, inthe midst of you,O Je-ru-sa-lem.



SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

PREFACE

P The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, pro-
claiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away
the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might es-
cape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory. There-
fore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS LSB 178
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PRAYER oF THANSGIVING LSB 178

(P)

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those
whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our
sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accom-
plished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully
to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.
Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all
the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.
Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father,
be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

WORDS oF INSTITUTION

PAX DOMINI

(P)

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

AGNUS DEI LSB 180
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Lamb of God, You take a-waythe sin of the world;
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

Christ invites all repentant sinners to partake in His feast of forgiveness— the Lord’s Supper. LCMS
communicant members are invited to examine their faith using pages 329-330 in the hymnal and
receive the Savior’s body and blood. Grape juice is available in the center of the trays in lieu of wine.
Gluten free wafers are available upon request. Visitors wishing to commune should see a pastor or an
elder before service. We ask this because we love you.

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS “0 Come, O Come, Emmanuel” LSB 357
“Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding” LSB 345

DISMISSAL

THANK THE LORD LSB 181

Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done.
Let ev'ryone who seeks the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name.
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy

with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
Let us pray. We give thanks to You, a

Imighty God, that You have refreshed

us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

BENEDICTION

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you

Numbers 6:24-26

and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.

Amen.

CLOSING HYMN

“When All the World Was Cursed”

LSB 346
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1 When all the world was cursed
2 Be - fore he yet was born,
3 Be - hold the Lamb of God
4 0 grant, dear Lord of love,
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By Mo-ses’ con - dem-na tion,
He leaped in joy - ful meet - ing,
That bears the world’s trans-gres - sion,
That we re - ceive, re - joic - ing,
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Saint John the
Con - fess-ing Him

Bap - tist came
as Lord

With words of con-so-la - tion.
Whose moth-er he was greet - ing.

Whose sac - ri - fice re - moves The dev-il’s dread op - pres - sion.
The word pro-claimed by John, Our  true re - pen-tance voic - ing,
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By Jor-dan’s roll - ing stream, A new E - li - jah bold,
Be - hold the Lamb of God, Who takes a - way our sin,
That glad -ly we may walk Up - on our Sav-ior's way
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And Him, as yet un-known, As Sav - ior he pro - claimed.

He tes-ti - fied of Him Of whom the proph - ets told:

Who for our peace and joy Will full a - tone-ment win.

Un - til we live with Him In His e - ter - nal day.

Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635-1711; tr. Paul E. Kretzmann, 1883-1965, alt. Tune: Ahasverus Fritsch, 1629-1701 Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House.
Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005874 Tune: Public domain

ANNOUNCEMENTS

POSTLUDE “Savior of the Nations, Come” Bloedow

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS bpivine Service, Setting Two from Lutheran Service Book Unless otherwise indicated,

Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder
© 2025 Concordia Publishing House.

PRESIDING MINISTER: Rev. Paul D. Sundbom, Associate Pastor
LITURGIST: Rev. James L. Mayland, Senior Pastor
ORGANIST: Adele Bluhm

ELDERS: 7:30am—Bob Zimmerman, Todd Hauer; 9am—Dan Schwantes, Ted Gruhn
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WELCOME TO TRINITY!

Your presence is very special to us. May your faith be strengthened and your life
enriched as you join us in worship to God!

TRADITIONAL/BLENDED WORSHIP SERVICES IN THE SANCTUARY—
7:30am & 9am Sunday
CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP SERVICE IN THE SPIRITUAL LIFE CENTER (SLC)—
5pm Saturday & 9:15am Sunday

e  WORSHIP SCHEDULE—Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday. We invite those who
have been instructed in the teachings of the Evangelical Lutheran Church to receive the Sacra-
ment of the Altar. Others are asked to speak with a pastor before receiving the Sacrament.
Gluten free wafers are available upon request.

e LARGE PRINT—large print copies of the bulletin are available on the table in the Narthex or
you may ask the usher for one.

e CHILDREN’S BULLETINS—for ages 3-6 & 7-12 years, are available on the table in the Narthex.

e NURSERY—for children ages 3 & under. The upper level nursery is located near the Church
Lounge on Sundays. Please Note: The upper level nursery will be unstaffed unless volunteers are available.

® CHRISTIAN EDUCATION—Sunday School is available for children 4 years old through 6th
Grade at 10:30am on Sunday mornings during the school year. Christian Education courses for
adults and young adults are held at 10:30am on Sunday mornings & various times throughout
the week during the school year. Trinity is committed to Christian Education through the 4K-
8th grade School and our Childcare (infant through 13 years).

e ELEVATOR—is located next to the nursery on the upper level. On the lower level the elevator
is located across from Classroom #101, which is past the offices. Use as needed.

e RESTROOMS—Narthex level across from the Library, lower level next to the elevator.

e JOINING TRINITY—We invite you to become part of this Christian community! If interested in
membership, please speak with an elder or pastor, and we will contact you.

Automated Giving MISSION & VISION STATEMENT:
Options Teach the Faith—Love the Lost—Connect all to Christ

®

Trinity ll Lutheran

CHURCH & SCHOOL

501 STEWART AVENUE, WAUSAU, WI 54401
CHURCH: 715-842-0769 ScHooL: 715-848-0166
EmAIL: TRINITY@TRINITYNET.ORG WEB: WWW.TRINITYWAUSAU.ORG




