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Some are last 

who will be 

and some are first 

who will be 

Luke 13:30 

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

“God’s Plan for Evangelism” 
Rev. James L. Mayland 

7:30am & 9am Sunday, August 24, 2025 in the Sanctuary 
Trinity Lutheran Church & School 

Wausau, Wisconsin 
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Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

“God’s Plan for Evangelism” 
Rev. James L. Mayland 

7:30am & 9am Sunday, August 24, 2025 

 
AS WE GATHER To be the “favorite child” in a family is often a source of competi-

tion and sometimes a source for comedy. Years ago, a pair of sibling entertainers, the 
Smothers Brothers, made their family relationship a staple of their onstage humor when 
Tom, the older brother, would remind Dickie, the younger, “Mom always did like you 
best.” As we gather with God’s people at worship week by week, we can be certain that 
our gracious God values all of us and is pleased to see us grow in grace year by year. The 
psalmist wrote that “the Lord God is a sun and shield; the Lord bestows favor and hon-
or” (Psalm 84:11). In the same Psalm 84 is the verse where the psalmist exclaims to God, 
“For a day in Your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere” (v. 10). There is nothing 
better than for God’s favorite people, which we are, to be gathered in a most favorite 
place—which this is! It doesn’t get any better than that! 

 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC  “Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun”    Blersch 
     “My Lord, What a Morning”         Haan 

 

RINGING of the BELLS 
 

WELCOME 
 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 

 

OPENING VERSICLES 
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ANTIPHON 
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VENITE 
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Service of the Word 
READING                  Isaiah 66:18-23 
“For I know their works and their thoughts, and the time is coming to gather all 
nations and tongues. And they shall come and shall see my glory, 19and I will set a 
sign among them. And from them I will send survivors to the nations, to Tarshish, 
Pul, and Lud, who draw the bow, to Tubal and Javan, to the coastlands afar off, 
that have not heard my fame or seen my glory. And they shall declare my glory 
among the nations. 20And they shall bring all your brothers from all the nations as 
an offering to the Lord, on horses and in chariots and in litters and on mules and 
on dromedaries, to my holy mountain Jerusalem, says the Lord, just as the Israel-
ites bring their grain offering in a clean vessel to the house of the Lord. 21And 
some of them also I will take for priests and for Levites, says the Lord. 22“For as 
the new heavens and the new earth that I make shall remain before me, says the 
Lord, so shall your offspring and your name remain. 23From new moon to new 
moon, and from Sabbath to Sabbath, all flesh shall come to worship before me, 
declares the Lord.” 
L O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

READING          Luke 13:22-30 
[Jesus] went on his way through towns and villages, teaching and journeying to-
ward Jerusalem. 23And someone said to him, “Lord, will those who are saved be 
few?” And he said to them, 24“Strive to enter through the narrow door. For many, 
I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able. 25When once the master of the 
house has risen and shut the door, and you begin to stand outside and to knock at 
the door, saying, ‘Lord, open to us,’ then he will answer you, ‘I do not know where 
you come from.’ 26Then you will begin to say, ‘We ate and drank in your presence, 
and you taught in our streets.’ 27But he will say, ‘I tell you, I do not know where 
you come from. Depart from me, all you workers of evil!’ 28In that place there will 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob 
and all the prophets in the kingdom of God but you yourselves cast out. 29And 
people will come from east and west, and from north and south, and recline at 
table in the kingdom of God. 30And behold, some are last who will be first, and 
some are first who will be last.”  
L O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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HYMN        “My Lord, What a Morning”    LSB 968 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: African American spiritual  Text and tune: Public domain 

 

A SPECIAL MESSAGE for the CHILDREN 

 

Canticle 
TE DEUM 
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SERMON      “God’s Plan for Evangelism”  Rev. James L. Mayland 
 

GATHERING of TITHES and OFFERINGS 
MUSICAL OFFERING   “Jerusalem the Golden”          Beck 
 

Prayer 
KYRIE 

 
 

PRAYER of the CHURCH (After each petition, the following is said…) 
P Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
 

COLLECT of the DAY 

P O Lord, You have called us to enter Your kingdom through the narrow 
door. Guide us by Your Word and Spirit, and lead us now and always into 
the feast of Your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,   
 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
 kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins  
 unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 

grant us forgiveness. Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and 
eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent 
of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus 
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins 
in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

WORDS of INSTITUTION 
 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION Christ invites all repentant sinners to partake in His 

feast of forgiveness – the Lord’s Supper. LCMS communicant members are invited to examine their 
faith using pages 329-330 in the hymnal and receive the Savior’s body and blood. Grape juice is availa-
ble in the center of the trays in lieu of wine. Gluten free wafers are available upon request. Visitors 
wishing to commune should see a pastor or an elder before service. We ask this because we love you. 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS “O Worship the King”    LSB 804 

    “Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise”     LSB 680 
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DISMISSAL 

 

BENEDICAMUS 

 

 
 

BENEDICTION 

 

 

 
 

CLOSING HYMN      “Saints, See the Cloud of Witnesses”   LSB 667 
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5. Lord, give us faith to walk where You are sending, 
On paths unmarked, eyes blind as to their ending; 
Not knowing where we go, but that You lead us—With grace precede us. 

 

6. You, Jesus, You alone deserve all glory! 
Our lives unfold, embraced within Your story; 
Past, present, future—You, the same forever—You fail us never! 

Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955  Tune: Dale Wood, 1934–2003  Text: © 1997 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 
License no. 110005874  Tune: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005874 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

POSTLUDE   “O Worship the King”        Hobby 
 
 
 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, 

English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permis-
sion. All rights reserved.  Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House. 

 
 
 

PRESIDING MINISTER: Rev. James L. Mayland, Senior Pastor 
LITURGIST: Rev. Peter C. Williamson, Associate Pastor 
ORGANIST: Rod Riese 
ELDERS: 7:30am—Bob Zimmerman, Skyler Lynn; 9am—Jeff Kelm, Skyler Lynn 
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WELCOME TO TRINITY!  
Your presence is very special to us. May your faith be strengthened and your life  

enriched as you join us in worship to God! 

 WORSHIP SCHEDULE—Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday. We invite those who 
have been instructed in the teachings of the Evangelical Lutheran Church to receive the Sacra-
ment of the Altar. Others are asked to speak with a pastor  before receiving the Sacrament. 
Gluten free wafers are available upon request. 

 

 LARGE PRINT—large print copies of the bulletin are available on the table in the Narthex or 
you may ask the usher for one. 

 

 CHILDREN’S BULLETINS—for ages 3-6 & 7-12 years, are available on the table in the Narthex.  

 NURSERY—for children ages 3 & under. The upper level nursery is located near the Church 
Lounge on Sundays. Please Note: The upper level nursery will be unstaffed unless volunteers are available. 

• CHRISTIAN EDUCATION—Sunday School is available for children 4 years old through 6th 

Grade at 10:15am on Sunday mornings during the school year. Christian Education courses for 
adults and young adults are held at 10:15am on Sunday mornings & various times throughout 
the week during the school year. Trinity is committed to Christian Education through the 4K-
8th grade School and our Childcare (infant through 13 years). 

 

 ELEVATOR—is located next to the nursery on the upper level. On the lower level the elevator 
is located across from Classroom #101, which is past the offices. Use as needed. 

 

 RESTROOMS—Narthex level across from the Library, lower level next to the elevator.  
 

 JOINING TRINITY—We invite you to become part of this Christian community! If interested in 
membership, please speak with an elder or pastor, and we will contact you. 

TRADITIONAL/BLENDED WORSHIP SERVICES IN THE SANCTUARY— 
7:30am & 9am Sunday 

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP SERVICE IN THE SPIRITUAL LIFE CENTER (SLC)— 
5pm Saturday 

MISSION & VISION STATEMENT: 
Teach the Faith—Love the Lost—Connect all to Christ 

501 STEWART AVENUE, WAUSAU, WI  54401 
CHURCH: 715-842-0769  SCHOOL: 715-848-0166  
EMAIL: TRINITY@TRINITYNET.ORG   WEB: WWW.TRINITYWAUSAU.ORG 

Automated Giving  
Options 


