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“GoD’s HELPFUL VISION”
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SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

“GoD’s HELPFUL VISION”
Rev. PAUL D. SUNDBOM
7:30AM & 9AM SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2025

AS WE GATHER Though it sounds like a contradiction, the “poor rich man” in today’s

parable of Jesus apparently never really heard or just ignored the dire warning of God’s prophets
like Amos against trusting in earthly gain and riches to the exclusion of trusting faith in the merciful
promises of God. Thankfully, God in His gracious care of His people gives them overseers and dea-
cons. Men who possess certain qualities are blessed by God in their service to His people.

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC “Triune God, Be Thou Our Stay” Manz
“What Is the World to Me” Peeters
RINGING OF THE BELLS AND WELCOME
OPENING HYMN “Sing with All the Saints in Glory” LSB 671
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1 Sing with all the saints in glo - ry, Sing the res - ur -
2 Oh, what glo - ry, far ex - ceed - ing All that eye has
3 Life e - ter - nall Heav’n re - joic - es: Je - sus lives who
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rec - tion  song! Death and sor - row, earth’s dark sto - ry,
yet per - ceived! Ho - liest hearts for a - ges plead-ing
once was  dead. Shout with joy, O death - less voic - es!
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To the for-mer days be - long. All a-round the
Nev - er that full joy con - ceived. God has prom - ised,
Child of God, lift up your head! Life e - ter - nal!
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clouds are break - ing; Soon the storms  of time  shall
Christ pre - pares it; There on  high our wel - come
Oh, what won - ders Crowd on faith; what joy un -
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cease; In God’s like - ness we a- wak - en,
waits. Ev - ry  hum - ble spir - it shares it,
known, When, a - mid earth’s clos-ing thun - ders,
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Know - ing ev - er - last - ing peace.
Christ  has passed thee - ter - nal gates.
Saints shall stand be - fore the throne!

Text: William J. Irons, 1812-83, alt. Tune: William B. Roberts, 1947 Text: Public domain Tune: © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005874

INVOCATION AND KYRIE

P In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let
us pray to the Lord.
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e
Lord, have mer - cy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

A - men.



HYMN oF PRAISE “Gloria in Excelsis”
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly king, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:
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We wor-ship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glo-ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God:
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You take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther; re-ceive our prayer.
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For You a-lone are the Ho-ly One, You a-lone are the Lord,
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You a-lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT oF THE DAY

(P} The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(P) Letus pray. O God, You are the strength of all who trust in You, and without
Your aid we can do no good thing. Grant us the help of Your grace that we may
please You in both will and deed; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen. a



SERVICE OF THE WORD
OLD TESTAMENT Amos 6:1-7
“Woe to those who are at ease in Zion, and to those who feel secure on the moun-
tain of Samaria, the notable men of the first of the nations, to whom the house of
Israel comes! 2Pass over to Calneh, and see, and from there go to Hamath the great;
then go down to Gath of the Philistines. Are you better than these kingdoms? Or is
their territory greater than your territory, 0 you who put far away the day of disas-
ter and bring near the seat of violence? *“Woe to those who lie on beds of ivory and
stretch themselves out on their couches, and eat lambs from the flock and calves
from the midst of the stall, >who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp and like Da-
vid invent for themselves instruments of music, ®who drink wine in bowls and anoint
themselves with the finest oils, but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph! "There-
fore they shall now be the first of those who go into exile, and the revelry of those
who stretch themselves out shall pass away.”
P This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE 1 Timothy 3:1-13
The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires a no-
ble task. “Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one wife,
sober-minded, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, *not a drunk-
ard, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. *He must manage
his own household well, with all dignity keeping his children submissive, *for if some-
one does not know how to manage his own household, how will he care for God's
church? ®He must not be a recent convert, or he may become puffed up with conceit
and fall into the condemnation of the devil. ’‘Moreover, he must be well thought

of by outsiders, so that he may not fall into disgrace, into a snare of the devil.
®Deacons likewise must be dignified, not double-tongued, not addicted to much
wine, not greedy for dishonest gain. *They must hold the mystery of the faith with a
clear conscience. °And let them also be tested first; then let them serve as deacons
if they prove themselves blameless. 'Their wives likewise must be dignified, not
slanderers, but sober-minded, faithful in all things. 12 et deacons each be the hus-
band of one wife, managing their children and their own households well. *For
those who serve well as deacons gain a good standing for themselves and also great
confidence in the faith that is in Christ Jesus.

P This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God. 5



ALLELUIA AND VERSE
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
HOLY GOSPEL Luke 16:19-31

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixteenth chapter.

Glory to You, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] “There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and
who feasted sumptuously every day. °And at his gate was laid a poor man named
Lazarus, covered with sores, 2who desired to be fed with what fell from the rich
man’s table. Moreover, even the dogs came and licked his sores. 2The poor man
died and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s side. The rich man also died and
was buried, **and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abra-
ham far off and Lazarus at his side. **And he called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mer-
cy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water and cool my
tongue, for | am in anguish in this flame.’ 2Byt Abraham said, ‘Child, remember
that you in your lifetime received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner bad
things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in anguish. *°And besides all this,
between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, in order that those who would
pass from here to you may not be able, and none may cross from there to us.’
2’And he said, ‘Then | beg you, father, to send him to my father’s house— 2for |
have five brothers—so that he may warn them, lest they also come into this place
of torment.’ ?But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them
hear them.” **And he said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone goes to them from
the dead, they will repent.’ **He said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the
Prophets, neither will they be convinced if someone should rise from the dead.””
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to You, O Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.



And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the
living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
I« everlasting. Amen.

A SPECIAL MESSAGE FOR THE CHILDREN

HYMN OF THE DAY  “What Is the World to Me” LSB 730
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1 What is the world to me With all its vaunt - ed plea - sure
2 The world seeks to be praised And hon-ored by the might - y
3 The world seeks af - ter wealth And all that mam-mon of - fers
4 What is the world to me! My Je - sus is my trea - sure,
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When You, and You a - lone, Lord Je - sus, are my trea - sure!
Yet nev-er once re - flects That they are frail and flight - y.
Yet mnev-er is con -tent Though gold should fill its cof - fers.
My life, my health, my wealth, My friend, my love, my plea - sure,
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You on -1ly, dear - est Lord, My soul’s de - light shall be;
But what I tru - ly prize A - bove all things is He,
I have a  high - er good, Con-tent with it I'll be:
My joy, my crown, my all, My bliss e - ter - nal - ly.
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You are my peace,my rest. What is the world to me!
My Je - sus, He a - lone. What is the world to me!
My Je - sus is my wealth. What is the world to me!
Once more, then, I de - clare: What is the world to me!

Text: Georg Michael Pfefferkorn, 1645-1732; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt. Tune: Ahasverus Fritsch, 1629-1701 Text and tune: Public domain
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SERMON “God’s Helpful Vision” Rev. Paul D. Sundbom

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS
MUSICAL OFFERING “Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord”  Schultz

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (After each petition, the following is said...)
(P Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

CONFESSION AnD ABSOLUTION

P} If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.)

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake for-
gives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His au-
thority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

® &

Amen.
SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT
PREFACE
P The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.



P)

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE

(P)

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having created all things, took on hu-
man flesh and was born of the virgin Mary. For our sake He died on the
cross and rose from the dead to put an end to death, thus fulfilling Your
will and gaining for You a holy people. Therefore with angels and archan-
gels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God  of pow’r and might:
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Heav-en and earth are full of Your glo-ry. Ho - san-na. Ho -
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san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

Pay
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.



WORDS oF INSTITUTION

PAX DOMINI
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

Christ invites all repentant sinners to partake in His feast of forgiveness — the Lord’s Supper. LCMS com-
municant members are invited to examine their faith using pages 329-330 in the hymnal and receive
the Savior’s body and blood. Grape juice is available in the center of the trays in lieu of wine. Gluten
free wafers are available upon request. Visitors wishing to commune should see a pastor or an elder
before service. We ask this because we love you.

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS “Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior” LSB 619
“0O Christ, Who Called the Twelve” LSB 856

DISMISSAL

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE “Thank the Lord”
0
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-’ry-one what He has done.
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Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear His name.
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He re-calls His prom-is - es and leads His peo-ple forth in joy
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed
us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24-26
P The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
Amen.

SANCTUARY CHOIR “The Lord Bless You and Keep You” Lutkin
ANNOUNCEMENTS
POSTLUDE “Sing with All the Saints in Glory” Weber

ACKNOWLEDG MENTS Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quota-
tions are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House.

PRESIDING MINISTER: Rev. Paul D. Sundbom, Associate Pastor

LITURGIST: Rev. Peter C. Williamson, Associate Pastor

ORGANIST: Rod Riese

MUSICIANS: Sanctuary Choir, Kyle Wiskow, director

ELDERS: 7:30am—Bob Zimmerman, Tim Rock; 9am—Dan Schwantes, Skyler Lynn
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WELCOME TO TRINITY!

Your presence is very special to us. May your faith be strengthened and your life
enriched as you join us in worship to God!

TRADITIONAL/BLENDED WORSHIP SERVICES IN THE SANCTUARY—
7:30am & 9am Sunday
CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP SERVICE IN THE SPIRITUAL LIFE CENTER (SLC)—
5pm Saturday, 9:15am Sunday

e  WORSHIP SCHEDULE—Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday. We invite those who
have been instructed in the teachings of the Evangelical Lutheran Church to receive the Sacra-
ment of the Altar. Others are asked to speak with a pastor before receiving the Sacrament.
Gluten free wafers are available upon request.

e LARGE PRINT—large print copies of the bulletin are available on the table in the Narthex or
you may ask the usher for one.

e  CHILDREN’S BULLETINS—for ages 3-6 & 7-12 years, are available on the table in the Narthex.

o NURSERY—for children ages 3 & under. The upper level nursery is located near the Church
Lounge on Sundays. Please Note: The upper level nursery will be unstaffed unless volunteers are available.

® CHRISTIAN EDUCATION—Sunday School is available for children 4 years old through 6th
Grade at 10:30am on Sunday mornings during the school year. Christian Education courses for
adults and young adults are held at 10:30am on Sunday mornings & various times throughout
the week during the school year. Trinity is committed to Christian Education through the 4K-
8th grade School and our Childcare (infant through 13 years).

e ELEVATOR—is located next to the nursery on the upper level. On the lower level the elevator
is located across from Classroom #101, which is past the offices. Use as needed.

e RESTROOMS—Narthex level across from the Library, lower level next to the elevator.

o JOINING TRINITY—We invite you to become part of this Christian community! If interested in
membership, please speak with an elder or pastor, and we will contact you.

Automated Giving MISSION & VISION STATEMENT:
Options Teach the Faith—Love the Lost—Connect all to Christ

®

Trinity ll Lutheran

CHURCH & SCHOOL

501 STEWART AVENUE, WAUSAU, WI 54401
CHURCH: 715-842-0769 ScHooL: 715-848-0166
EmAIL: TRINITY@TRINITYNET.ORG WEB: WWW.TRINITYWAUSAU.ORG




