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 Fourth Sunday in Lent 

“Karma vs. Grace” 
Rev. James L. Mayland 

7:30am & 9am Sunday, March 19, 2023 
 

FOCUS Some of the central people in the Gospel narratives we get to know by name; 

others we do not. Although the man born blind is a major person in John 9, we never learn 
what his name might be. We meet his parents and his neighbors and we meet the Pharisees 
to whom he tells the story of the miraculous restoration of his sight. Although we do not 
learn his name, Jesus said of the man born blind that the works of God were displayed in 
him. As the One brightening our lives with the light of salvation, Jesus brings a new vision to 
our lives—an eternal vision of life with God that never ends. God knows our names. He di-
rects the cross currents of our daily lives. In His light we see light—and that is what matters! 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC  
 

RINGING of the BELLS and WELCOME 
 

OPENING HYMN      “Church of God, Elect and Glorious”   LSB 646 
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Text: © 1982 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005874  Tune: © 1942, renewed 1970 Hope Publishing 
Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005874 

 

INVOCATION 

L In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 
 

EXHORTATION, CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 

L Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 

L If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
L Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, 

and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of 
this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and 
one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we 
cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us 
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His 
grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to  
 everlasting life. Amen. 
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L Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

SALUTATION and PRAYER of the DAY 
L The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

L Let us pray. Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new eve-
ry morning; and though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as 
Your children and provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we 
may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your 
benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 

OLD TESTAMENT       Isaiah 42:14-21 
For a long time I have held my peace; I have kept still and restrained myself; now I 
will cry out like a woman in labor; I will gasp and pant. 15 I will lay waste mountains 
and hills, and dry up all their vegetation; I will turn the rivers into islands, and dry 
up the pools. 16 And I will lead the blind in a way that they do not know, in paths 
that they have not known I will guide them. I will turn the darkness before them 
into light, the rough places into level ground. These are the things I do, and I do 
not forsake them. 17 They are turned back and utterly put to shame, who trust in 
carved idols, who say to metal images, “You are our gods.” 18 Hear, you deaf, and 
look, you blind, that you may see! 19 Who is blind but my servant, or deaf as my 
messenger whom I send? Who is blind as my dedicated one, or blind as the serv-
ant of the Lord? 20 He sees many things, but does not observe them; his ears are 
open, but he does not hear. 21 The Lord was pleased, for his righteousness' sake, 
to magnify his law and make it glorious. 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM                  Psalm 142 
 

Cantor:  I cry aloud to the LORD; I raise my voice to God;  
  I cry aloud to the LORD, my God: LORD, have mercy. 
 

REFRAIN (ALL): 

 
 

Cantor: In the path where I walk people have hidden a snare for me. 
 Look and see – no one is concerned for me. I have no refuge;  
 no one care for my life. I cry to you, LORD; I say “You are my refuge,  
 my portion in the land of the living.” Listen to my cry, for I am in desperate need;  
 rescue me from those who pursue me.  REFRAIN 
 

Cantor: Set me free from my prison, that I may praise your name. 
 Then the righteous will gather about me because of your goodness to me. 
 

ALL: 

REFRAIN 
 
 



6 

EPISTLE                Ephesians 5:8-14 
...for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as 
children of light 9 (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and 
true), 10 and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 11 Take no part in the un-
fruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12 For it is shameful even to 
speak of the things that they do in secret. 13 But when anything is exposed by the 
light, it becomes visible, 14 for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it 
says, “Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING (9am)     

      “Children of the Heavenly Father”    arr. Moklebust 
 

HOLY GOSPEL             John 9:1-41 

L The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the ninth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
As [Jesus] passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 And his disciples asked him, 
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus an-
swered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God 
might be displayed in him. 4 We must work the works of him who sent me while it 
is day; night is coming, when no one can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am 
the light of the world.” 6 Having said these things, he spit on the ground and made 
mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the man's eyes with the mud 7 and said to 
him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and washed 
and came back seeing. 8 The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a 
beggar were saying, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some said, “It 
is he.” Others said, “No, but he is like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10 So 
they said to him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11 He answered, “The man 
called Jesus made mud and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and 
wash.’ So I went and washed and received my sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where 
is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who 
had formerly been blind. 14 Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud 
and opened his eyes. 15 So the Pharisees again asked him how he had received his 
sight. And he said to them, “He put mud on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.”  
16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the 
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Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” And 
there was a division among them. 17 So they said again to the blind man, “What do 
you say about him, since he has opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.”  
18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until 
they called the parents of the man who had received his sight 19 and asked them, 
“Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20 His 
parents answered, “We know that this is our son and that he was born blind.  
21 But how he now sees we do not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. 
Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22 (His parents said these things 
because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone 
should confess Jesus to be Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue.)  
23 Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 24 So for the second time 
they called the man who had been blind and said to him, “Give glory to God. We 
know that this man is a sinner.” 25 He answered, “Whether he is a sinner I do not 
know. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26 They said to 
him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27 He answered them, 
“I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it 
again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28 And they reviled him, saying, 
“You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29 We know that God has spo-
ken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 30 The 
man answered, “Why, this is an amazing thing! You do not know where he comes 
from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners, 
but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does his will, God listens to him. 32 Never 
since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man 
born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34 They an-
swered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?” And they cast 
him out. 35 Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, 
“Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36 He answered, “And who is he, sir, that I 
may believe in him?” 37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is 
speaking to you.” 38 He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. 39 Jesus said, 
“For judgment I came into this world, that those who do not see may see, and 
those who see may become blind.” 40 Some of the Pharisees near him heard these 
things, and said to him, “Are we also blind?” 41 Jesus said to them, “If you were 
blind, you would have no guilt; but now that you say, ‘We see,’ your guilt remains. 
L This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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HYMN of the DAY    “When to Our World the Savior Came”   LSB 551 

 

 

 
Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005874  Tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON      “Karma vs. Grace”    Rev. James L. Mayland 
 

NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth   
 and of all things visible and invisible.  
 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 
 of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God 
 of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 
 Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 
 salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit 
 of the  virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us, 
 under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He 
 rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven  and sits 
 at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to 
 judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
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 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds 
 from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is 
 worshipped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in 
 one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for 
 the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the 
 life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 
 

PRAYER of the CHURCH (After each petition, the following is said…) 

L Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
 
 
 

GATHERING of TITHES and OFFERINGS 
 

MISSION STATEMENT: To gather people who grow in faith and share Jesus 

with all. 
 

VISION STATEMENT: To strive to be a mature and faithful congregation that 

is focused on our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING 
 
 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
PREFACE          2 Timothy 4:22 

L The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
L Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
L Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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PROPER PREFACE 
L It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all plac-

es give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His 
life as a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared 
joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth.  Therefore with 
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 

 

SANCTUS      LSB Divine Service, Setting Four 

 

 

 

 
 

WORDS of INSTITUTION 
 

PROCLAMATION of CHRIST   1 Corinthians 11:26; Revelation 22:20 

L As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 
death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
L O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and 

blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy 
cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resur-
rection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for 
the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
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The LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
 kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

PAX DOMINI 
L The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI     LSB Divine Service, Setting Four 

 

 

 

 
 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION   (Gluten Free Wafers are available upon request.) 

Christ invites all repentant sinners to partake His feast of forgiveness – the Lord’s Supper. LCMS com-
municant members are invited to examine their faith and receive the Savior’s body and blood. Visitors 
wishing to commune should see a Pastor or an Elder before service. We ask this because we love you.  
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS    “Amazing Grace”      LSB 744 

         “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”   LSB 425 
         “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”   LSB 411 
 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
L Let us pray. Blessed are You, heavenly Father, for You have once again fed 

and nourished us at Your Table through the body and blood of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. As Lord of our lives, strengthen and support us so 
that we may walk as children of the light, and, sharing that kindly light, 
proclaim Your love to all the world. Bless us day by day, and keep us hope-
filled as we await Your eternal kingdom, where You live and reign with the 
Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION              Numbers 6:24-26 

L The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

DISMISSAL 

L Go in peace. Christ is with you! 

C Thanks be to God! 
 

CLOSING HYMN      “Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death”   LSB 697 
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Text: © 1980 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005874  Tune: Public domain 

 
 

POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRESIDING MINISTER: Rev. James L. Mayland, Senior Pastor 
LITURGIST: Rev. Timothy D. Smith, Associate Pastor 
ORGANIST: Carmen Zuelsdorff 
MUSICIANS: Cantor—Matt Hoehne; 9am—JuBellation Handbells 
ELDERS: 7:30am—Bob Zimmerman, Troy Pagel; 9am—Dan Schwantes, Mike Hase 
ACOLYTES: 7:30am—Carleigh Diedrich; 9am—Alivia Mayer 
TECH: 7:30am—     ; 9am— 
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WELCOME TO TRINITY!  
Your presence is very special to us. May your faith be strengthened and your life  

enriched as you join us in worship to God! 

 WORSHIP SCHEDULE—Holy Communion is celebrated on the 1st, 3rd, & 5th Sundays of the 
month in the Upper Sanctuary. We invite those who have been instructed in the teachings of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church to receive the Sacrament of the Altar. Others are asked to 
speak with a pastor  before receiving the Sacrament. Gluten free wafers are available upon 
request. 

 

 LARGE PRINT—large print copies of the bulletin are available on the table in the Narthex or 
you may ask the usher for one. 

 

 CHILDREN’S BULLETINS—for ages 3-6 & 7-12 years, are available on the table in the Narthex.  

 NURSERY—for children ages 3 & under. The upper level nursery is located near the Church 
Lounge on Sundays. Please Note: The upper level nursery will be unstaffed unless volunteers are available. 

• CHRISTIAN EDUCATION—Sunday School is available for children 4 years old through 6th 

Grade at 10:15am on Sunday mornings during the school year. Christian Education courses for 
adults and young adults are held at 10:15am on Sunday mornings & various times throughout 
the week during the school year. Trinity is committed to Christian Education through the 4K-
8th grade School, our Childcare (infant through 13 years), and through our association with 
Wisconsin Valley Lutheran High School. 

 

 ELEVATOR—is located next to the nursery on the upper level. On the lower level the elevator 
is located across from Classroom #101, which is past the offices. Use as needed. 

 

 RESTROOMS—Narthex level across from the Library, lower level next to the elevator.  
 

 JOINING TRINITY—We invite you to become part of this Christian community! If interested in 
membership, please speak with an elder or pastor, and we will contact you. 

TRADITIONAL/BLENDED WORSHIP SERVICES IN THE UPPER SANCTUARY— 
7:30am & 9am Sunday 

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP SERVICE IN THE UPPER SANCTUARY— 
5pm Saturday 

MISSION STATEMENT: 
To gather people who grow in faith and share Jesus with all. 

 

VISION STATEMENT: 
To strive to be a mature and faithful congregation that is focused on our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ. 

501 Stewart Avenue, Wausau, WI  54401 
Church: 715-842-0769 School: 715-848-0166 Fax: 715-843-7278 

Email: Trinity@Trinitynet.org   Web: www.trinitywausau.org 


