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 Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

“Be Open” 
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8am & 9:30am Sunday, September 5, 2021 
 

FOCUS In today’s Readings, James encourages us toward good works of 

service and love, and Jesus does the good work of healing by restoring a man’s 
hearing and speech. Our faith in Jesus is marked by our reflection of His love and 
service. While we are not able to do all the things Jesus can do, we are called to 
reflect His faithful work as we serve in our vocations by loving our neighbors. 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 
 

RINGING of the BELLS 
 

WELCOME 
 

OPENING HYMN “Praise the Almighty”   LSB 797, v.1,3-5 
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Text and tune: Public domain 

 

INVOCATION 

L In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES         Based on Psalm 146 

L Praise the Lord, O my soul! 
C I will praise the Lord as long as I live. 
L Blessed are those whose hope is in the Lord; 
C the Lord sets the prisoners free. 
L The Lord opens the eyes of the blind. 
C The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down. 
L The Lord upholds the widow and the fatherless. 
C The Lord will reign forever! 
 

Confession and Absolution 
L Yes, the Lord reigns over every nation, language, and people. Yet, we have 

not loved all people as Christ has loved us. The fruits of our faith are not 
always evident. But our Lord is gracious and merciful, and He offers His for-
giveness to all. In humble repentance, let us confess our sins to God, our 
heavenly Father. Almighty God, 
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C we have failed to love others as You love them. We have failed to reflect 
Your grace to the world in service and sacrifice. We have failed in our ac-
tions and in our unwillingness to act. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may follow You in joy. Amen. 

 

L Almighty God in His mercy sent Jesus Christ into our world to serve and 
save all people, showing no partiality or favoritism. By His death, He for-
gives all our sins. By His resurrection, He destroys death forever and offers 
us eternal life. Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.  
 

HYMN of PRAISE    “This is the Feast” 
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SALUTATION and PRAYER of the DAY 
L The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
L Let us pray. O Lord, let Your merciful ears be open to the prayers of Your 

humble servants and grant that what they ask may be in accord with Your 
gracious will; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 

OLD TESTAMENT        Isaiah 35:4-7a 

Say to those who have an anxious heart, “Be strong; fear not! Behold, your God 
will come with vengeance, with the recompense of God. He will come and save 
you.” 5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf un-
stopped; 6 then shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute 
sing for joy. For waters break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert;  
7 the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water... 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE           James 2:1-10, 14-18 

My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Lord of glory. 2 For if a man wearing a gold ring and fine clothing comes into your 
assembly, and a poor man in shabby clothing also comes in, 3 and if you pay atten-
tion to the one who wears the fine clothing and say, “You sit here in a good place,” 
while you say to the poor man, “You stand over there,” or, “Sit down at my feet,”  
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4 have you not then made distinctions among yourselves and become judges with 
evil thoughts? 5 Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God chosen those who are 
poor in the world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom, which he has prom-
ised to those who love him? 6 But you have dishonored the poor man. Are not the 
rich the ones who oppress you, and the ones who drag you into court? 7 Are they 
not the ones who blaspheme the honorable name by which you were called? 8 If you 
really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself,” you are doing well. 9 But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and 
are convicted by the law as transgressors. 10 For whoever keeps the whole law but 
fails in one point has become guilty of all of it. … 14 What good is it, my brothers, if 
someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can that faith save him? 15 If a 
brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, 16 and one of you says to 
them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the things needed 
for the body, what good is that? 17 So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is 
dead. 18 But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show me your 
faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL          Mark 7:31-37 

L The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the seventh chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
Then he returned from the region of Tyre and went through Sidon to the Sea of Gali-
lee, in the region of the Decapolis. 32 And they brought to him a man who was deaf 
and had a speech impediment, and they begged him to lay his hand on him. 33 And 
taking him aside from the crowd privately, he put his fingers into his ears, and after 
spitting touched his tongue. 34 And looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, 
“Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 35 And his ears were opened, his tongue was re-
leased, and he spoke plainly. 36 And Jesus charged them to tell no one. But the more 
he charged them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. 37 And they were aston-
ished beyond measure, saying, “He has done all things well. He even makes the deaf 
hear and the mute speak.” 
L This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

A SPECIAL MESSAGE for the CHILDREN 
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HYMN of the DAY “O Son of God, in Galilee”    LSB 841 

 

 

 
© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011765. Public domain 

 

SERMON           “Be Open”     Rev. Timothy D. Smith 
 

NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 
 and of all things visible and invisible.  
 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 
 of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God 
 of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 
 Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 
 salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit 
 of the  virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us, 
 under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He 
 rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven  and sits 
 at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to 
 judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
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 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds 
 from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is 
 worshipped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in 
 one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for 
 the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the 
 life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 

PRAYER of the CHURCH 

L Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 
 according to their needs.  
 

 Lord of the Church, we pray for our pastors, teachers, DCE's, youth leaders, 
missionaries, and all who lead and teach Your people. Protect and bless 
them as they minister to us and proclaim Your Word. Today we pray for 
our congregation as we begin the process to call a senior pastor. Fill us with 
wisdom and discernment as a call committee is formed and candidates are 
evaluated. By Your Holy Spirit, move among us all so that we may serve as 
Jesus served and be powerful witnesses to Your love. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 
L God of compassion, we pray for all those who mourn the death of loved 

ones. Comfort them in the face of grief, [especially . . .]. Grant that all those 
who mourn find hope in the resurrection to eternal life with Jesus. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 
L Heavenly Father, on this Labor Day weekend, when we rest from our usual 

labors, we pray for the gainfully employed; the unemployed or underem-
ployed; those beginning a new career; those who struggle in their work or 
struggle to discern Your calling; those who are seeking new or different 
jobs or who are retired or anticipating retirement; those whose work is not 
valued or appreciated and those who are overcommitted. Give us joy in our 
labors and joy in using the gifts and talents we receive from You. Give us 
joy in doing all our work to Your honor and glory. Equip us to labor in ways 
that love one another and share Your peace in a world that cries for peace.  
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 
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L God of healing, we pray for all who are sick, injured, preparing for surgery, 
and recovering, [especially . . .], Grant them healing according to Your good 
and gracious will. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 
L Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

Your mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who has taught us to pray… 
 

The LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
 come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our 
 daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
 trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us 
 from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
 and ever. Amen.  
 

OFFERTORY HYMN “Jesus Comes Today with Healing”     LSB 620, v.1,6 

 

 

 

 
Text: © David W. Rogner. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005874 Tune: Public domain 
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Service of the Sacrament 
PREFACE          2 Timothy 4:22 

L The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

L Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
L Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

PROPER PREFACE 
L It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the 
grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting 
life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 
and singing: 

 

SANCTUS  

 

 

 

 
 

WORDS of INSTITUTION 
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PAX DOMINI 
L The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 
 

AGNUS DEI  

 

 

 

 
 
 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION     Gluten Free Wafers are available upon request. 

 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  
         “Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord”   LSB 637 
        “Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service”                LSB 848 
 
 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
L Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have renewed 

us by the body and blood of Christ. Empower and energize us to serve our 
neighbors in faith toward You and fervent love toward all people; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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BENEDICTION              Numbers 6:24-26 

L The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
C Amen. 
 

DISMISSAL 

L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

CLOSING HYMN      “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing”   LSB 924 

 

 

 

 
Public domain 

 

POSTLUDE 
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Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 4. Copyright © 2021 Concordia Publishing House. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRESIDING MINISTER: Rev. Timothy D. Smith, Associate Pastor 
ORGANIST: Mr. Matthew Hoehne, Director of Music 
ELDERS: 8am—Michael Hase, Todd Hauer; 9:30am—Skyler Lynn, Chad Schwantes 
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WELCOME TO TRINITY!  
Your presence is very special to us. May your faith be strengthened and your life  

enriched as you join us in worship to God! 

 WORSHIP SCHEDULE—Holy Communion is celebrated on the 1st, 3rd, & 5th Sundays of the 
month in the Upper Sanctuary. We invite those who have been instructed in the teachings of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church to receive the Sacrament of the Altar. Others are asked to 
speak with a pastor  before receiving the Sacrament. Gluten free wafers are available upon 
request. 

 

 LARGE PRINT—large print copies of the bulletin are available on the table in the Narthex or 
you may ask the usher for one. 

 

 CHILDREN’S BULLETINS—for ages 3-6 & 7-12 years, are available on the table in the Narthex.  

 NURSERY—for children ages 3 & under. The upper level nursery is located near the Church 
Lounge on Sundays. Please Note: The upper level nursery will be unstaffed unless volunteers are available. 

• CHRISTIAN EDUCATION—Sunday School is available for children 4 years old through 6th 

Grade at 9:30am on Sunday mornings during the school year. Christian Education courses for 
adults and young adults are held at 9:30am on Sunday mornings & various times throughout 
the week during the school year. Trinity is committed to Christian Education through the 4K-
8th grade School, our Childcare (infant through 13 years), and through our association with 
Wisconsin Valley Lutheran High School. 

 

 ELEVATOR—is located next to the nursery on the upper level. On the lower level the elevator 
is located across from Classroom #101, which is past the offices. Use as needed. 

 

 RESTROOMS—Narthex level across from the Library, lower level next to the elevator.  
 

 JOINING TRINITY—We invite you to become part of this Christian community! If interested in 
membership, please speak with an elder or pastor, and we will contact you. 

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP SERVICES IN THE UPPER SANCTUARY— 
8am & 9:30am Sunday 

BLENDED WORSHIP SERVICES IN THE UPPER SANCTUARY— 
5pm Saturday & 11am Sunday 

MISSION STATEMENT: 
To gather people who grow in faith and share Jesus with all. 

 

VISION STATEMENT: 
To strive to be a mature and faithful congregation that is focused on our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ. 

501 Stewart Avenue, Wausau, WI  54401 
Church: 715-842-0769 School: 715-848-0166 Fax: 715-843-7278 

Email: Trinity@Trinitynet.org   Web: www.trinitywausau.org 


