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 First Sunday in Advent 

“The Lord is Our Righteousness” 
Rev. Timothy D. Smith 

8am & 9:30am Sunday, November 28, 2021 
 

FOCUS Advent is a season for us to grow in hope. We gather amid a world that in 

many ways seems hopeless. Extremists on both ends of the political spectrum seem to 
control almost everything we hear, read, and see. Deep divisions over race, politics, and 
economics loom over us like a dark storm cloud. How can the Church possibly make a 
difference in all of this? Today’s Readings acknowledge the distress and fear that the 
world’s foundations are being shaken. And right in the middle of it all, there is hope. Jesus 
says, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will not pass away” (Luke 21:33). 
The prophet Jeremiah declares God’s promise to restore His people and all creation. If we 
were left to ourselves, there would be little room for such hope. But God does not leave 
us alone. By His Word and Sacraments, God establishes our hearts and prepares us for 
Jesus’ coming final restoration. Until that day, we wait, we pray, we hope. 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 
 

RINGING of the BELLS 
 

WELCOME 
 

OPENING HYMN “The Advent of Our King”     LSB 331 

 

 
 

5. Before the dawning day Let sin’s dark deeds be gone, 
 The sinful self be put away, The new self now put on. 
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D 6.  All glory to the Son, Who comes to set us free, 
  With Father, Spirit, ever one Through all eternity.    Tune and text: Public domain 

 

INVOCATION 

L In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 
 

Confession and Declaration of Grace 
Psalm 25:6-7 

L Having emerged from the waters of Baptism as God’s new creation in 
Christ, we confess our sins to God and one another. 

 

(A time of silence is observed.) 
 

 We confess to You, O Lord, that we are captive to sin in thought, word, and 
deed. We have neither loved You with our whole heart nor loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. 

C Remember Your mercy, O Lord, and Your steadfast love, for they have 
been from of old. 

L  Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 
C according to Your steadfast love remember me, for the sake of Your 

goodness, O Lord! 
 

HYMN        “Kyrie for the Four Sundays in Advent” 

 
                                            Text: Copyright © 2015 Stephen M. Fearing. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  
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L In the mercy of Almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His 
sake God forgives us all our sins. All who believe in Him are called children of 
God and receive the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work 
in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  (Philippians 1:6) 

C Amen. 

 
Lighting the Advent Wreath 

L In this season of longing and anticipation, draw us together, Lord, in unity, 
C that our praise and worship might echo in these walls and also through our 
 lives. 

L In this season of longing and anticipation, draw us together, Lord, in mission, 
C that the hope within might be the song we sing and the melody of our 
 lives. 
L In this season of longing and anticipation, draw us together, Lord, in service, 
C that the path we follow might lead us from a stable to eternity. Amen. 
 

HYMN     “In the Season of Longing and Anticipation”             Burkhardt 
 

Cantor/Choir: In this season of longing and anticipation, God is at work in the heart of cre-
ation, offering all new life and salvation: A righteous branch springs up! 

 

ALL: 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Text and music:  Michael Burkhardt, and copyright © 2020 Birnamwood.   Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-736921. All rights reserved. 

 

SALUTATION and PRAYER of the DAY 
L The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
L Let us pray. Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection 

we may be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your 
mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Service of the Word 

OLD TESTAMENT           Jeremiah 33:14-16 

“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I 
made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15 In those days and at that 
time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David, and he shall execute 
justice and righteousness in the land. 16 In those days Judah will be saved, and Je-
rusalem will dwell securely. And this is the name by which it will be called: The 
Lord is our righteousness.’” 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM      “To You, O Lord”     Haugen 

(Please join in singing the refrain as indicated.) 
 

Cantor: To you, O God, I lift my soul, oh keep me free from shame.  
 I place my trust in you alone: your promise and your name. 
 

ALL:  

 
 

Cantor:  
1.   Let not the ones who wish me harm rejoice to see my stumble. 
 No one is shamed who waits for you; you raise the weak and humble. REFRAIN 
 

2.   Your ways, O God, make known to me; your path be my vocation. 
 Lead me in truth and teach me well, my God and my salvation.  REFRAIN 
 

3. Throughout the day I wait for you: your steadfast grace and mercy.   
 Remember not my youthful sins, but, in your love, forgive me.  REFRAIN 
 

4. So good and gen’rous is our God that sinners learn the true way. 
 God leads the poor in righteousness; the humble find God’s pathway. REFRAIN 
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EPISTLE                       1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 

For what thanksgiving can we return to God for you, for all the joy that we feel for 
your sake before our God, 10 as we pray most earnestly night and day that we may 
see you face to face and supply what is lacking in your faith? 11 Now may our God 
and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our way to you, 12 and may the Lord 
make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, as we do for you, 
13 so that he may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God and 
Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL         Luke 21:25-36 

L The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-first chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
[Jesus said,] “And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth 
distress of nations in perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and the waves,  
26 people fainting with fear and with foreboding of what is coming on the world. For 
the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27 And then they will see the Son of Man 
coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28 Now when these things begin to 
take place, straighten up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing 
near.” 29 And he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. 30 As 
soon as they come out in leaf, you see for yourselves and know that the summer is 
already near. 31 So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the 
kingdom of God is near. 32 Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away un-
til all has taken place. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not 
pass away. 34 “But watch yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with dissipa-
tion and drunkenness and cares of this life, and that day come upon you suddenly 
like a trap. 35 For it will come upon all who dwell on the face of the whole earth.  
36 But stay awake at all times, praying that you may have strength to escape all 
these things that are going to take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 
L This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
 Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
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 crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He 
 rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 
 hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the 
 living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
 saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
 T everlasting. Amen. 
 

A SPECIAL MESSAGE for the CHILDREN 
 

HYMN of the DAY “Savior of the Nations, Come”   LSB 332 

 

 

 
 

5.  God the Father was His source, Back to God He ran His course. 
Into hell His road went down, Back then to His throne and crown. 

 

6.  For You are the Father’s Son Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 
By Your mighty pow’r make whole All our ills of flesh and soul. 

 

7.  From the manger newborn light Shines in glory through the night. 
Darkness there no more resides; In this light faith now abides. 

 

8.  Glory to the Father sing, Glory to the Son, our king, 
Glory to the Spirit be Now and through eternity. 

Text (sts. 3, 6–7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4–5, 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005874 
Text (sts. 1–2) and tune: Public domain 

 

ALL: 
ALL: 
Women: 
ALL: 

Organ: 

Men: 

ALL: 

ALL: 
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SERMON               “The Lord is Our Righteousness”       Rev. Timothy D. Smith 
 

GATHERING of TITHES and OFFERINGS 
 

MISSION STATEMENT: To gather people who grow in faith and share Jesus 

with all. 
 

VISION STATEMENT: To strive to be a mature and faithful congregation that 

is focused on our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING   
 

PRAYER of the CHURCH 

L As we prepare our hearts and minds for Christ’s coming, we turn to the 
 Lord in prayer. 
 

 O Wisdom from on high, guide Your Church throughout the world to be a 
demonstration of hope. Move the leaders, pastors, teachers, and all the 
people of our Synod to yearn for that coming day when Jesus will reign for-
ever in justice and righteousness, and all creation will be restored. We pray, 

C  hear us, coming Lord. 
L O Desire of nations, bless the leaders of nations, our president and Congress, 

our governors and local leaders. Move all leaders to cease envy and 
boastfulness, injustice and corruption. Guide our leaders to be honorable 
people who do not neglect the poor and who strive toward the flourishing of 
all human beings. Bless those who serve in our armed forces and lift up refu-
gees and all victims of war. Bring peace between us and our enemies and let 
Your peace reign over this broken world. We pray, 

C  hear us, coming Lord. 
L O Dayspring from on high, come to the aid of all who are in need. As You 

humbly entered this world as a vulnerable baby, help all of us to enter hum-
bly the lives of those who are sick, facing surgery, or dying, to offer comfort 
and hope, [especially . . .]. Bring healing according to Your will and peace to 
those whose suffering endures. Thank You for the work of doctors, nurses, 
and other medical professionals who work toward healing and restoration of 
wholeness. Guide scientists searching for cures for diseases that bring suffer-
ing to the world that their work might lead to healing for many. We pray, 

C  hear us, coming Lord. 
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L O Key of David, let Your joy, forgiveness, and peace flow freely in and 
among the families of this congregation. Empower parents and grandpar-
ents to love their children and children to love their parents. Watch over all 
who travel and comfort families who are separated by many miles. Guide 
families to be places where Your love is demonstrated to strangers as well 
as to friends. We pray, 

C  hear us, coming Lord. 
L O Lord of might, help us during this Advent season both to look back to 

those days when our salvation was won in Your death and resurrection and 
to look forward to the day of Your return, when by Your power You will 
bring the dead to life and restore all creation. We pray, 

C  hear us, coming Lord. 
L O Immanuel, You deliver Your people even from the grip of death. Comfort 

those who mourn and use us to express the hope that comes from trusting 
in You. Bring us to be with them on that great day to come, and until that 
day give us grace to endure life’s difficulties, while also abiding in Your 
love. We pray, 

C  hear us, coming Lord. 
L You, O Lord, know the thoughts of our hearts and hear those prayers that 

come to You in sighs too deep for words. All our prayer we entrust to You 
in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who has taught us to pray, 

 

The LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
 come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our 
 daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
 trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us 
 from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
 and ever. Amen.  
 

BENEDICTION              Numbers 6:24-26 

L The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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DISMISSAL 

L Go in peace. Share the Good News! 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

CLOSING HYMN   “The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns”  LSB 348 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

POSTLUDE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2021 Concordia Publishing House. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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PRESIDING MINISTER: Rev. Timothy D. Smith, Associate Pastor 
LITURGIST: Mr. Rick Stengl, DCE 
ORGANIST: Mr. Matthew Hoehne, Director of Music 
MUSICIANS: Ellie Hoehne, soloist; Rebekah Hoehne, flute 
ELDERS: 8am—Troy Pagel; 9:30am—Ted Gruhn 
ACOLYTES: 8am—Leah Dodson; 9:30am—Will Stengl 
TECH: 8am—   ; 9:30am—Zack Gruhn 
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WELCOME TO TRINITY!  
Your presence is very special to us. May your faith be strengthened and your life  

enriched as you join us in worship to God! 

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP SERVICES IN THE UPPER SANCTUARY— 
      8am & 9:30am Sunday 

BLENDED WORSHIP SERVICES IN THE UPPER SANCTUARY— 
5pm Saturday & 11am Sunday 

 WORSHIP SCHEDULE—Holy Communion is celebrated on the 1st, 3rd, & 5th Sundays of the 
month in the Upper Sanctuary. We invite those who have been instructed in the teachings of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church to receive the Sacrament of the Altar. Others are asked to 
speak with a pastor  before receiving the Sacrament. Gluten free wafers are available upon 
request. 

 

 LARGE PRINT—large print copies of the bulletin are available on the table in the Narthex or 
you may ask the usher for one. 

 

 CHILDREN’S BULLETINS—for ages 3-6 & 7-12 years, are available on the table in the Narthex.  

 NURSERY—for children ages 3 & under. The upper level nursery is located near the Church 
Lounge on Sundays. Please Note: The upper level nursery will be unstaffed unless volunteers are available. 

• CHRISTIAN EDUCATION—Sunday School is available for children 4 years old through 6th 

Grade at 9:30am on Sunday mornings during the school year. Christian Education courses for 
adults and young adults are held at 9:30am on Sunday mornings & various times throughout 
the week during the school year. Trinity is committed to Christian Education through the 4K-
8th grade School, our Childcare (infant through 13 years), and through our association with 
Wisconsin Valley Lutheran High School. 

 

 ELEVATOR—is located next to the nursery on the upper level. On the lower level the elevator 
is located across from Classroom #101, which is past the offices. Use as needed. 

 

 RESTROOMS—Narthex level across from the Library, lower level next to the elevator.  
 

 JOINING TRINITY—We invite you to become part of this Christian community! If interested in 
membership, please speak with an elder or pastor, and we will contact you. 

MISSION STATEMENT: 
To gather people who grow in faith and share Jesus with all. 

 

VISION STATEMENT: 
To strive to be a mature and faithful congregation that is focused on our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ. 

501 Stewart Avenue, Wausau, WI  54401 
Church: 715-842-0769 School: 715-848-0166 Fax: 715-843-7278 

Email: Trinity@Trinitynet.org   Web: www.trinitywausau.org 


