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We the people of Saint Stephen’s in-the-Field  

seek to know Christ, to share Christ, and to serve Christ, 

recognizing his presence in all people, 

and reaching out in love to each other and to the world around us. 
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Opening Hymn:  Bind Us Together – YSB page 6 
 

Opening Sentence  

Officiant: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be 

acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. 

        

Confession       

Officiant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you, 

in thought word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

Have mercy on us and forgive us: 

That we may delight in your will, 

And walk in your ways, 

To the glory of your Name. Amen 

 

Absolution 

Officiant: Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our 

Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 

Spirit keep us in eternal life.  Amen. 

 
Opening Versicle (stand) 

Officiant:  Lord, open our lips. 

People:   And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.     

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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Invitatory Psalm         

Officiant:  The mercy of the Lord is everlasting: 

People: Come let us adore him. 

 

Venite Psalm 95:1-7 

Officiant and people 

Come, let us sing to the Lord:* 

 Let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving* 

 And raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 
 

For the Lord is a great God,* 

 And a great King above all gods. 

In his hand are the caverns of the earth,* 

 And the heights of the hills are his also. 

The sea is his, for he made it,* 

 And his hands have molded the dry land. 
 

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee,* 

 And kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
 

For he is our God, 

and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand.* 

 Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 
 

 

Psalm of the Day: Canticle 15: The Song of Mary 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 

my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 

for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 

From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 

the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name. 

He has mercy on those who fear him * 

in every generation. 

He has shown the strength of his arm, * 

he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 

and has lifted up the lowly. 
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He has filled the hungry with good things, * 

and the rich he has sent away empty. 

He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 

for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 

The promise he made to our fathers, * 

to Abraham and his children for ever. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

    

Officiant and people 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;* 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

The Lessons (please be seated)       

First Reading                                                                    Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah. 

The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 

because the LORD has anointed me; 

he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 

to bind up the brokenhearted, 

to proclaim liberty to the captives, 

and release to the prisoners; 

to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor, 

and the day of vengeance of our God; 

to comfort all who mourn; 

to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 

to give them a garland instead of ashes, 

the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 

the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 

They will be called oaks of righteousness, 

the planting of the LORD, to display his glory. 

They shall build up the ancient ruins, 

they shall raise up the former devastations; 
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they shall repair the ruined cities, 

the devastations of many generations. 

For I the LORD love justice, 

I hate robbery and wrongdoing; 

I will faithfully give them their recompense, 

and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 

Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 

and their offspring among the peoples; 

all who see them shall acknowledge 

that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed. 

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 

my whole being shall exult in my God; 

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 

he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 

and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 

and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 

so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 

to spring up before all the nations. 

The Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Second Reading 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

A reading from Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians. 

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is 

the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise 

the words of prophets, but test everything; hold fast to what is good; abstain from 

every form of evil. 

May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul 

and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The 

one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this. 

The Word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand 

Gospel Gradual:  Just a Closer Walk With Thee – YSB page 31 
 

Gospel Reading John 1:6-8,19-28 

A reading from the Gospel of John. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to 

testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the 

light, but he came to testify to the light. 

This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 

Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” He confessed and did not deny it, but 

confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” And they asked him, “What then? Are you 

Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered, “No.” Then 

they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. 

What do you say about yourself?” He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the 

wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’” as the prophet Isaiah said. Now 

they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, “Why then are you 

baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” John 

answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not 

know, the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his 

sandal.” This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing. 

 The word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God 

 
Sermon:  A Sunday School Teacher in Kansas…, by Kirk Alan Kubicek 

 
The Apostles’ Creed (please stand as you are able)      

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the Virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 
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 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

The Prayers        

Officiant   The Lord be with you. 

People      And also with you. 

Officiant   Let us pray. 

 

Lord’s Prayer           

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

Suffrages  

Leader:  Show us your mercy, O Lord; 

People: And grant us your salvation. 

Leader:  Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 

People: Let your people sing with joy. 

Leader:  Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 

People: For only in you can we live in safety. 

Leader:  Lord, keep this nation under your care; 

People: And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 

Leader:  Let your way be known upon earth; 

People:  Your saving health among all nations. 

Leader:  Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 

People: Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 

Leader:  Create in us clean hearts, O God; 

People: And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
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Collect of the Day 

Lord of light, who sent the Baptist to offer hope and face the world’s scorn: open 

our ears to hear the cries from the margins, exposing our fears, inciting our vision 

and calling us to a step of faith; through Jesus Christ, the one who is to come.  

Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People (please stand as you are able)    

Leader: Holy God, you have spoken through your prophets and called us to 
make straight the way of the Lord: Visit us with your grace to cause 
righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations, as we pray: 
God has done great things for us, and we are glad indeed. 

 O God of peace, you have called your people to rejoice always and to 
pray without ceasing, giving thanks in all circumstances: Sanctify your 
Church and her members that our spirit and soul and body may be kept 
sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. In the 
diocesan cycle of prayer we pray for St. Thomas of Sunnyvale.   

God has done great things for us, 

People: and we are glad indeed. 

Leader: God of Justice and Mercy, you love justice and hate wrongdoing: Guide 
our leaders and all in authority, that they may bring good news to the 
oppressed, bind up the brokenhearted, proclaim liberty to the captives, 
repair the ruined cities and cause righteousness and praise to spring up 
before all the nations.  

God has done great things for us, 

People: and we are glad indeed. 

Leader: God of Compassion, look upon the needs of the world: Proclaim the 
year of your favor, and clothe your children with the garments of 
salvation and the robe of righteousness. 

God has done great things for us, 

People: and we are glad indeed. 

Leader: God of Grace, be among us in this community that we may be a people 
whom you have sanctified to testify to the light and to become oaks of 
righteousness. 

God has done great things for us, 

People: and we are glad indeed. 
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Leader: Receive our prayers for those for whom we pray in intercession, 
especially… 

(Please add your own petitions either silently or aloud.) 

Silence  

Hear our gratitude as we offer our thanksgivings, especially for… 

(Please add your thanksgivings either silently or aloud.) 

Silence  

Comfort all who mourn, giving them a garland instead of ashes, the oil 
of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint 
spirit, as we remember before you those who have died, especially… 

(Please add your own petitions either silently or aloud.) 

Silence  

God has done great things for us, 

People: and we are glad indeed. 

All: Loving God, your Advent people look expectantly for the coming of 

Christ: As the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes 

what is sown in it to spring up, nurture our prayers and the 

thoughts of our hearts, that we may receive with joy the goodness 

of your strength and live in the power of the Holy Spirit, through 

Jesus Christ our Savior. 

People: Amen. 

 
The Peace 

Officiant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Exchange peace. 

 
Offertory:  In His Time– YSB page 22   
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Doxology (Old 100th):   

 

 

The General Thanksgiving        

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 

for all your goodness and loving-kindness 

to us and to all whom you have made. 

We bless you for our creation, preservation, 

and all the blessings of this life; 

but above all for your immeasurable love 

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 

not only with our lips, but in our lives, 

by giving up our selves to your service, 

and by walking before you 

in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
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A Prayer of St. Chrysostom  

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make 

our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-

beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you 

will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as 

may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in 

the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Announcements (please be seated)      

 

Prayers for Celebrations  

Loving Creator, You are the source of life and the source of love. We thank 

you for all who celebrate birthdays, anniversaries, and special events today. 

Watch over them as their days increase, bless and guide them wherever they 

may be. May your peace which passes understanding abide all the days of 

their lives, and may your love for the world shine through them and the deep 

relationships they cherish, through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

Please stand 

Concluding Versicle and Response       

Officiant   Let us bless the Lord. 

People      Thanks be to God. 

 

Concluding Sentence         

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.  Amen. 

 
Mission Song:    O come, O come, Emmanuel (vs 1-3) – Hymn 56   
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Mark your calendar 

 Wednesday Book Group, every Wednesday morning at St. John’s, 11am 

 Sunday, December 24th – Lessons and Carols at St. John’s, 10am 

 Sunday, December 24th – Christmas Eve Holy Eucharist and Pageant at St. 

Stephen’s, 4:30pm 

 

Vestry Members 

Susan Zaballos, Senior Warden  Rob van der Molen, Junior Warden   

Andy Lief, Treasurer/Finance  Jill Vaughn, Clerk  Rowena Dizon-Burger  

Anthony Francis  Jessica Dickinson Goodman  Janet Thorsrud 

 

 

 
 

 

 


