
 
 

 
 

Welcome to  

St. John the Divine Episcopal Church 

17740 Peak Avenue, Morgan Hill, CA 95037 

 

 

 

 

December 24, 2022 

Christmas Eve 

 Holy Eucharist  

 

St. John the Divine Episcopal Church in Morgan Hill is a welcoming, inclusive community, 

sharing the Love of God with one another through prayer, worship, fellowship, and 

pastoral care, and through our outreach ministries in the South Valley communities and 

the Diocese of El Camino Real. 
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Opening Music: 
 

Lo! How a Rose E’er Blooming/What is This Lovely Fragrance (ER IS EIN 

ROSE/Trad. French Carol) Sax/Piano 
 

Ding, Dong, Merrily on High, arr. Anna Laura Page Handbell Choir/Piano 
 

Angels Medley, (Angels from the Realms of Glory/Angels We Have Heard on 

High) Flute/Piano 
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Prayers at the Creche 

At crèche:  Hymn #102, Once in Royal David’s City, vs. 1-2 

 

 

Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

 

Almighty God, who in the Incarnation of your Son has revealed to us the holiness of 

creation, bless and hallow this image of his sacred birth, so that those who gaze 

upon it may behold this mystery, whereby humanity shares in your very nature; 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Hymn #102, Once in Royal David’s City, v. 3 
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Opening Hymn:    

 

 

 

Advent Candle Lighting 
 

Leader:  Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given!  

All: God has brought light into every darkness. 
 

(The four Advent candles are re-lighted)  
 

Leader:  The promises of God are fulfilled! Wonderful Counselor! Mighty God! 

Everlasting Father! Prince of Peace! 
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All: We hear, even today, a chorus of angels bringing good news of great 

joy to all people. 

Leader: We light the Candle of Christ –witness to the Savior who is Christ the 

Lord. 
 

(The Candle of Christ is lighted) 

 
Opening Sentences 

Presider:  Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy which 

will come to all people; for to you is born this day in the city of David, 

a savior who is Christ the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God.  Amen. 

 
Glory to God: Gloria in Excelsis – Hymn #96, Refrain 
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Collect for the Nativity of our Lord 

 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 

O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son Jesus 

Christ: Grant that we, who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure 

confidence behold him when he comes to be our Judge; who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
The Lessons 
 

First Reading  Isaiah 9:2-7 

The people who walked in darkness 
have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness-- 
on them light has shined. 

You have multiplied the nation, 
you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 
as with joy at the harvest, 
as people exult when dividing plunder. 

For the yoke of their burden, 
and the bar across their shoulders, 
the rod of their oppressor, 
you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
and all the garments rolled in blood 
shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 

For a child has been born for us, 
a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders; 
and he is named 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

His authority shall grow continually, 
and there shall be endless peace 
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for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
He will establish and uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 
from this time onward and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Psalm:     Psalm 98 

Antiphon: first time, cantor 

Antiphon: second time, cantor and congregation  

 

 

 

1 Sing to the LORD a new song, * 

for he has done marvelous things. 

2 With his right hand and his holy arm * 

has he won for himself the victory. 

3 The LORD has made known his victory; * 

his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations. 

4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, * 

and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

Antiphon - all 

5 Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; * 

lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 

6 Sing to the LORD with the harp, * 

with the harp and the voice of song. 

7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn * 

shout with joy before the King, the LORD. 

8 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, * 

the lands and those who dwell therein. 

Antiphon - all 
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9 Let the rivers clap their hands, * 

and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, 

when he comes to judge the earth. 

10 In righteousness shall he judge the world * 

and the peoples with equity. 

Antiphon - all 

 

Second Reading  Titus 2:11-14 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to 

renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are 

self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the 

manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who 

gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself 

a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 

The Word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 
 

Please stand 
 

Gospel Gradual:    
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Pageant  
 

The gospel lesson today is reflected in our Christmas pageant. (Adapted from 

Tabias’ Story by Carolyn Peters) Your participation is strongly encouraged! 

Mary and Joseph 

All who’d like to portray Mary and Joseph come forward.  

 
 

The Animals 

All who’d like to be goats, sheep, cows or donkeys are invited to come forward.  

 
 

Angels 

All who’d like to be angles are invited to come forward.  
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Shepherds 

All who’d like to portray the shepherds are invited to come forward.  

 

 

Wise Persons and Star 

All who’d like to be Wise Persons are invited to come forward.  

 
 

 

Homily         The Rev. Karen Cuffie 

 
 

Prayers of the People  
 

Leader: Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 

People:  That we all may be one. 

Leader:     Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve 

you; 

People:     That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

Leader:     We pray for all bishops, priests and ministers, especially Justin, the 

Archbishop of Canterbury, for Michael, our Presiding Bishop, for 

Lucinda, our Bishop, and for Karen, our rector 

People:  That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
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Leader:  We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the 

world. 

People:   That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

Leader:  Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

People:  That our works my find favor in your sight. 

Leader:  Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble.  

People:  That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Leader:   Give to the departed eternal rest;  

People:   Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

Presider: Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: 

Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do 

your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

The Peace 

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Exchange peace. 

 

Offertory:  Still, Still, Still, arr. Richard Shephard Choir 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Celebrant   

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 

you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you gave Jesus Christ, 

your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was 

made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be 

delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with 

all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 

your Name: 
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The Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, 

when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your 

mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to 

live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your 

will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 

bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 

the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, and said, “Drink this, all of you:  

This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the 

forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
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Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise 

and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 

these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of 

your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us 

also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 

constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy 

of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now 

and for ever. Amen. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 
 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those 

        who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever.      Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
 

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 

Communion Music: 
 

Away in a Manger, arr. Anna Laura Page Bells/Piano 
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Post Communion Prayer 
 

Please stand 

Celebrant:  Let us pray.      

Celebrant and People     

God our Father. 

in this night you have made known to us again 

the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

confirm our faith and fix our eyes on him 

until the day dawns 

and Christ the Morning Star rises in our hearts. 

To him be glory both now and for ever. 
 

The Blessing 
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Mission Song:  
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Closing Music:  

 

 
After verse three, sing the first verse again, a capella. 

 
 

The Dismissal 
 

Celebrant:  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 

People:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
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Participating in the Service 
 

 

Presider:    The Reverend Karen Cuffie 

Music Director:   Ginny Scott  

Choir:     Michelle Francis 

     Jenni Murrill 

Karen Cuffie 

     Ginny Scott  

Bell Choir:     Michelle Francis 

     Jenni Murrill 

     Karen Cuffie 

Andy Lief 

     Kaylie Moniz 

     Monica Moniz 

     Trygve Thorsrud  

Piano/Organ :   Andoni Bundros 

Alto Sax:    James Blessing 

Flute:     Mary Blessing 

Trumpet:    Jordan Lief  

Lectors:    Bethan Bath 

     Tom Scott 

Lay Eucharistic Minister:  Penny Parish 

Pageant Coordinator:  Ashlee Fiorito 

     

   

 


