
 
 

December 24, 2021  Christmas Eve  

4:30 PM   
            

 

Holy Eucharist  
 

 

 

 

St. Stephen’s in-the-Field 
Episcopal Church 

  

7269 Santa Teresa Boulevard 

San Jose, CA 95139 

(408) 629-1836 

www.ssitf.org 
  

We the people of Saint Stephen’s in-the-Field  

seek to know Christ, to share Christ, and to serve Christ, 

recognizing his presence in all people, 

and reaching out in love to each other and to the world around us. 
 

“Whoever and wherever you are on your spiritual journey,  

you are welcome here!”
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Opening Music: 
 

‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime, arr. Frances L. Callahan;  
St. Stephen’s bell choir 
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In the First Light, by Bob Kauflin, arr. Tom Fettke;  
Jessica Dickensen Goodman & Ginny Scott 

 

Angels We Have Heard on High, arr. Frances L. Callahan;  
St. Stephen’s bell choir 

 

Prayers at the Creche 

At crèche:  Hymn #102, Once in Royal David’s City, vs. 1-2 

 

 

 

Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

 

Almighty God, who in the Incarnation of your Son has revealed to us the holiness of 

creation, bless and hallow this image of his sacred birth, so that those who gaze 

upon it may behold this mystery, whereby humanity shares in your very nature; 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Hymn #102, Once in Royal David’s City, v. 3 
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Opening Hymn:    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Page 5 of 20 
 

Advent Candle Lighting 
 

Celebrant: Today we light all the candles of the Advent wreath. Each candle has a 

meaning.  The first candle is HOPE, the second candle is PEACE, the 

third candle is JOY, and the fourth candle is LOVE. The center candle is 

the Christ candle. 
 

The candles are lit. 
 

Leader: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be 

on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 

God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9:6)  
 

All: O God of hope, peace, joy, and love. As Mary and Joseph welcomed 

you into the world, now help us welcome you into our lives. Give us 

courage to hope; strength to seek peace. Fill our spirits with joy; and 

our hearts with love. Through Jesus Christ, the Lord of all.  Amen. 
 
 

Glory to God: Gloria in Excelsis – Hymn #96, Refrain 
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Collect of the Day  
 
 

Celebrant: God be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Let us pray.  

 

O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true 

Light: Grant that we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also 

enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and 

reigns, one God, in glory everlasting.  Amen. 
 
 

The Lessons 
 

First Reading  Isaiah 9:2-7 

The people who walked in darkness 
have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness-- 
on them light has shined. 

You have multiplied the nation, 
you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 
as with joy at the harvest, 
as people exult when dividing plunder. 

For the yoke of their burden, 
and the bar across their shoulders, 
the rod of their oppressor, 
you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
and all the garments rolled in blood 
shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 

For a child has been born for us, 
a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders; 
and he is named 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

His authority shall grow continually, 
and there shall be endless peace 

for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
He will establish and uphold it 
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with justice and with righteousness 
from this time onward and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm:    Psalm 96 

1 Sing to the LORD a new song; * 

sing to the LORD, all the whole earth. 

2 Sing to the LORD and bless his Name; * 

proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day. 

3 Declare his glory among the nations * 

and his wonders among all peoples. 

4 For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; * 

he is more to be feared than all gods. 

5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; * 

but it is the LORD who made the heavens. 

6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! * 

Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary! 

7 Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples; * 

ascribe to the LORD honor and power. 

8 Ascribe to the LORD the honor due his Name; * 

bring offerings and come into his courts. 

9 Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; * 

let the whole earth tremble before him. 

10 Tell it out among the nations: "The LORD is King! * 

he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; 

he will judge the peoples with equity." 

11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 

let the sea thunder and all that is in it; * 

let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 

12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy 

before the LORD when he comes, * 

when he comes to judge the earth. 

13 He will judge the world with righteousness * 

and the peoples with his truth. 
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Second Reading  Titus 2:11-14 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to 

renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are 

self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the 

manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who 

gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself 

a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

All:   Thanks be to God.  

 
Please stand 
 

Gospel Gradual:    

 

 

Gospel  

The gospel lesson today is reflected in the children’s Christmas Pageant. 
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Christmas Pageant 2021: A Reader’s Theater 

          

Narrator 

Angel Gabriel  

Mary  

Song:  Mary and the Angel (sung to the tune of Reuben, Reuben) 

Mary, Mary, look beside you. There’s an angel standing there! 
It is Gabriel, sent from heaven with Good News for you to hear. 
“Mary, Mary, don’t be frightened. God is with you favored one. 
You will have a little baby, Jesus Christ, God’s own dear Son.” 
“How can this be?” Mary wondered. “I’ve not married anyone.” 
“God can do all things,” said Gabriel. “The baby will be God’s own Son.” 
“As you say,” then Mary answered. “As God says, so let it be.” 
We join Mary in her praises; Jesus came for you and me. 
 

Narrator 

CONGREGATION (in Unison): “There’s no room at the inn!” 

Narrator 

Carol:  Away in a Manger 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,  
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 
The stars in the sky looked down where he lay,  
the little Lord Jesus asleep in the hay. 
 

Narrator 

Angel of the Lord  

Carol:  Angels We have Heard on High 

Angels we have heard on high, singing sweetly through the night, 
And the mountains in reply echoing their brave delight. 
Gloria in excelsis deo. Gloria in excelsis deo. 
 

Narrator 
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The Congregation (in Unison): “The Messiah has come! Praise God.” 

Narrator 

Carol: We Three Kings of Orient Are 

We three kings of Orient are, bearing gifts we traverse afar, 
Field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star. 
O star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright; 
Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 
 

Wiseman 1 

Wiseman 2  

Wiseman 3  

Wiseman 2  

Wiseman 1  

Narrator 

Carol: Go tell it on the Mountain 

Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere;  
Go tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born! 
Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born, 
And God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn. 
Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere;  
Go tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born! 
 

The Congregation:  “Merry Christmas.” 
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Homily         The Rev. Karen Cuffie 

 
Prayers of the People - Form III 
 

Leader: Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 

People:  That we all may be one. 

Leader:     Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve 

you; 

People:     That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

Leader:     We pray for all bishops, priests and ministers, especially Justin, the 

Archbishop of Canterbury, for Michael, our Presiding Bishop, for 

Lucinda, our Bishop, and for Karen, our rector 

People:  That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

Leader:  We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the 

world. 

People:   That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

Leader:  Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

People:  That our works my find favor in your sight. 

Leader:  Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble.  

People:  That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Leader:   Give to the departed eternal rest;  

People:   Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

Presider: Hear our prayers, Holy God. Breathe your Spirit over us and all the 

earth, that barriers would crumble and divisions cease. Make us more 

fully your co-healers of the broken world. Unite us with all people in 

bonds of love, that the whole earth and all its peoples may be at peace; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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The Peace 
 

Celebrant: The peace of Christ be always with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Exchange peace. 
 

Offertory:  Do You hear what I hear? 

words and music by Noel Regney and Gloria Shayne 
 

Said the night wind to the little lamb, do you see what I see? 

‘Way up in the sky, little lamb, do you see what I see? 

A star, a star, dancing in the night, with a tail as big as a kite, with a tail as big as a 

kite. 
 

Said the little lamb to the shepherd boy, do you hear what I hear? 

Ringing through the sky, shepherd boy, do you hear what I hear? 

A song, a song, high above the tree, with a voice as big as the sea, with a voice as 

big as the sea. 
 

Said the shepherd boy to the mighty king, do you know what I know? 

In your palace warm, mighty king, do you know what I know? 

A Child, a Child shivers in the cold; let us bring Him silver and gold, let us bring 

him silver and gold. 
 

Said the king to the people everywhere, listen to what I say. 

Pray for peace, people everywhere, listen to what I say. 

The Child, the Child, sleeping in the night; He will bring us goodness and light,  

he will bring us goodness and light. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
Celebrant   

All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and loving 

God; through Jesus Christ, your eternal Word, the Wisdom from on high by whom 

you created all things.  You laid the foundations of the world and enclosed the sea 

when it burst out from the womb; You brought forth all creatures of the earth and 

gave breath to humankind. 

 

Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for our 

journey. Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by 

the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the 

Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and 

receive power to become your children.  And so as the morning stars sing your 

praises we join the heavenly beings and all creation as we shout with joy: 
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The Celebrant continues 

Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent; you 

called a people to yourself, as a light to the nations, you delivered them from bondage 

and led them to a land of promise. 

 

Of your grace, you gave Jesus over to our humanity, through which he enters our 

life to proclaim the coming of your holy reign and gives himself for us, a fragrant 

offering. Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, you have freed us from sin, brought 

us into your life, reconciled us to you, and restored us to the glory you intend for 

us. 

We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread, and when he 

had given thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his friends and said: “Take, eat, this 

is my Body, broken for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his friends and 

said: “Drink this, all of you: this cup is the new Covenant in my Blood, poured out 

for you and for all for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  

And so, remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the resurrection 

and ascension, longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting to you these 

gifts your earth has formed and human hands have made, we acclaim you, O 

Christ: 
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Celebrant and People 

Dying, you destroyed our death. 

Rising, you restored our life. 

Christ Jesus, come in glory! 
 

The Celebrant continues 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they 

may be to us the Body and Blood of your Christ.  Grant that we, burning with the 

Spirit’s power, may be a people of hope, justice, and love.  Giver of life, draw us 

together in the Body of Christ, and in the fullness of time gather us with blessed St. 

Stephen and St. John, and all your people into the joy of our true eternal home. 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, we worship you our God and Creator in voices of unending praise. 

Celebrant and People 

Blessed are you now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

The Celebrant continues 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father in heaven, 

   hallowed be your Name, 

   your kingdom come, 

   your will be done, 

     on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

    as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 

    and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

    now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 

Celebrant: We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ. 

People: We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
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Communion Music:   
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Post Communion Prayer 
 

Please stand 
 

Celebrant:  Let us pray.      
 

Celebrant and People     

Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing 

us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body. Now send us forth a 

people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love to the 

world and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior.  Amen. 

 

The Blessing 
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Mission Song:  
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Closing Music:  

 

 
After verse three, sing the first verse again a capella. 

 
The Dismissal 
 

Celebrant:  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, 

 alleluia. 

People:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia 
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Participating in the Service 
 

 

Presider:    The Reverend Karen Cuffie 

Bell Choir Director:  Ginny Scott - Music Director, St. John the Divine  

Bell Choir:     Rowena Dizon-Burger 

     Dan Hughes 

Andy Lief 

     Nancy McGuinness 

     Kaylie Moniz 

     Monica Moniz 

     Trygve Thorsrud  

Pianist:    Suzanne Zhu  

Lectors:    Wanda Bryan 

     Janet Thorsrud 

Lay Eucharistic Minister:  Wanda Bryan  

Pageant Director:   Michelle Francis 

Pageant Participants:  Elena Dizon-Burger 

     Alex Francis 

     Rylie Francis 

     Dan Hughes  

     Andy Lief 

     Colin Lief  

     Chloie Moniz 

     Kaylie Moniz 

     Lainie Moniz 

     Trygve Thorsrud      

   

 


