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10:00 AM  after Pentecost  

 

        

 

Holy Eucharist  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

St. Stephen’s in-the-Field 
Episcopal Church 

  

7269 Santa Teresa Boulevard 
San Jose, CA 95139 

(408) 629-1836 
www.ssitf.org 

  
We the people of Saint Stephen’s in-the-Field  

seek to know Christ, to share Christ, and to serve Christ, 

recognizing his presence in all people, 

and reaching out in love to each other and to the world around us. 

 

““Whoever and wherever you are on your spiritual journey,  

you are welcome here!” 



THE WORD OF GOD 
 

Opening Hymn:   
 

 
 

Opening Acclamation 
 

Celebrant:  Blessed be God:  Father Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  

Amen. 
 

Collect for Purity  
 

All 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ 

our Lord. Amen 
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Gloria 
 

 

 

 
 

Collect of the Day  
 

Celebrant: God be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Let us pray.  
 

Inviting God, laying open your table to the deviant and deranged, 
setting a place for the foreign and unwanted: overturn our tables of 
power and teach us to receive bread from strange and wounded 
hands; through Jesus Christ, the One given for all.  Amen. 
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The Lessons 
 

First Reading  Jeremiah 2:4-13 

Hear the word of the LORD, O house of Jacob, and all the families 

of the house of Israel. Thus says the LORD: 

What wrong did your ancestors find in me 

that they went far from me, 

and went after worthless things, and became worthless 

themselves? 

They did not say, "Where is the LORD 

who brought us up from the land of Egypt, 

who led us in the wilderness, 

in a land of deserts and pits, 

in a land of drought and deep darkness, 

in a land that no one passes through, 

where no one lives?" 

I brought you into a plentiful land 

to eat its fruits and its good things. 

But when you entered you defiled my land, 

and made my heritage an abomination. 

The priests did not say, "Where is the LORD?" 

Those who handle the law did not know me; 

the rulers transgressed against me; 

the prophets prophesied by Baal, 

and went after things that do not profit. 

Therefore once more I accuse you, says the LORD, 

and I accuse your children's children. 

Cross to the coasts of Cyprus and look, 

send to Kedar and examine with care; 

see if there has ever been such a thing. 

Has a nation changed its gods, 

even though they are no gods? 

But my people have changed their glory 

for something that does not profit. 

Be appalled, O heavens, at this, 

be shocked, be utterly desolate, 

says the LORD, 
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for my people have committed two evils: 

they have forsaken me, 

the fountain of living water, 

and dug out cisterns for themselves, 

cracked cisterns 

that can hold no water. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalm:   Psalm 81:1, 10-16 

1 Sing with joy to God our strength * 

and raise a loud shout to the God of Jacob. 

10 I am the LORD your God, 

who brought you out of the land of Egypt and said, * 

"Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it." 

11 And yet my people did not hear my voice, * 

and Israel would not obey me. 

12 So I gave them over to the stubbornness of their hearts, * 

to follow their own devices. 

13 Oh, that my people would listen to me! * 

that Israel would walk in my ways! 

14 I should soon subdue their enemies * 

and turn my hand against their foes. 

15 Those who hate the LORD would cringe before him, * 

and their punishment would last for ever. 

16 But Israel would I feed with the finest wheat * 

and satisfy him with honey from the rock. 

 

Second Reading Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 

Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to 

strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without 

knowing it. Remember those who are in prison, as though you 

were in prison with them; those who are being tortured, as though 

you yourselves were being tortured. Let marriage be held in honor 

by all, and let the marriage bed be kept undefiled; for God will 
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judge fornicators and adulterers. Keep your lives free from the love 

of money, and be content with what you have; for he has said, "I 

will never leave you or forsake you." So we can say with 

confidence, 

"The Lord is my helper; 

I will not be afraid. 

What can anyone do to me?" 

Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; 

consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. 

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 

Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to 

God, that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name. Do not neglect 

to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are 

pleasing to God. 

The Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God.  
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Please stand 
 

Gospel Gradual:     
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Gospel Reading Luke 14:1, 7-14 
 

 

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according 

to to Luke. 

All: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of 

the Pharisees to eat a meal on the sabbath, they were watching him 

closely. 

When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told 

them a parable. "When you are invited by someone to a wedding 

banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case someone 

more distinguished than you has been invited by your host; and the 

host who invited both of you may come and say to you, `Give this 

person your place,' and then in disgrace you would start to take the 

lowest place. But when you are invited, go and sit down at the 

lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may say to you, 

`Friend, move up higher'; then you will be honored in the presence 

of all who sit at the table with you. For all who exalt themselves 

will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be 

exalted." 

He said also to the one who had invited him, "When you give a 

luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or 

your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in 

return, and you would be repaid. But when you give a banquet, 

invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. And you will 

be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid 

at the resurrection of the righteous." 

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord. 

All: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
Sermon                    The Rev. Karen Cuffie 

 

 

 



Page 9 of 19 

 

Nicene Creed 
 
 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

 he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

 he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

 and was made man 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

 he suffered death and was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again 

      in accordance with the Scriptures; 

       he ascended into heaven 

     and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

 and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.   

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

  and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
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Prayers of the People 
 

Leader: Beloved God, we thank you for giving us power 
through your Spirit to reveal your life to the world: 
strengthen, bless, and guide us to make you known by 
word and example. 

 We are your Church, O God. 

People: Guide us in your grace. 

Leader: We thank you for your creation, and pray for the earth 
you have given us to cherish and protect: nourish in 
us your love for all you have made.  

 We are your stewards, O God. 

People: Guide us in your grace. 

Leader: Guide and bless us in our work and in our play, and 
shape the patterns of our political and economic life, 
that all people may share in the fulfillment of your 
creative work. In the diocesan cycle of prayer we pray 
for all engaged in ministry to infants, children and 
youth; for the Tutoring Program at Iglesia San Pablo 
Apostól, Seaside. 

 We are your servants, O God. 

People: Guide us in your grace. 

Leader: Awaken our hearts to your presence in all people; in 
those we love easily and those with whom we 
struggle, in those different from us and those familiar 
to us.  

 We are made in your image, O God. 

People: Guide us in your grace. 

Leader: We thank you for calling us to a glorious heritage as 
your holy people.  Free us from lack of vision, from 
inertia of will and spirit.  By your life-giving Spirit, 
lead us out of isolation and oppression, redeem and 
restore us.  

 You are the life with in us, O God. 

People: Guide us in your grace. 

Leader: We thank you for the gift of life, with all its blessings 
and sorrows.  Shield the joyous, comfort and 
strengthen those in any need or trouble.  

(Please add your own petitions either silently or 

aloud.) 
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Bless those who will be born today and those who 

will die, that joining with the company of all your 

saints we may rejoice in one unending song of praise. 

 (Please add your own pititions either silently or 

aloud.) 

 In you alone we have eternal life, O God. 

People: Guide us in your grace. 

Celebrant: We offer these our prayers and thanksgivings to you, 
O God, the source of all that is true and holy, now and 
for ever. 

People: Amen. 

 

Confession of Sin 
 

Celebrant:  Let us confess our sins to God and our neighbor. 
 

(There will be a moment of silence) 
 

People:  Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name.   Amen 

 
Absolution 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your 

sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal 

life.  Amen. 
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The Peace 

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Exchange peace. 

 

Birthday and Anniversary Blessings 
 
 

 Birthday Blessing:  Watch over your birthday children, O 

Lord; as their days increase; bless and guide them wherever 

they may be.  Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them 

when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in 

their hearts may your peace which passes understanding abide 

all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  

  Anniversary Blessing:  O God, you have so consecrated the 

covenant of marriage that in it is represented the spiritual unity 

between Christ and his church: Send therefore your blessing 

upon these your servants, that they may so love, honor, and 

cherish each other in faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and 

true godliness, that their home may be a haven of blessing and 

peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

 

Offertory:  
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Celebrant: God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are 

worthy of glory and praise.   

People: Glory to you for ever and ever. 

Celebrant: At your command all things came to be: the vast 

expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the 

planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our 

island home. 

People: By your will they were created and have their 

being. 

Celebrant: From the primal elements you brought forth the 

human race, and blessed us with memory, reason, 

and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But 

we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and 

we turned against one another. 

People: Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your 

sight. 

Celebrant: Again and again, you called us to return. Through 

prophets and sages you revealed your righteous 

Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only 

Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open 

for us the way of freedom and peace. 

People: By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we 

are healed. 

Celebrant: And therefore we praise you, joining with the 

heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and 

martyrs, and with all those in every generation who 

have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them 

your glory, in their unending hymn: 
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The Celebrant continues 

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a 

new people by water and the Spirit, now bring before you these 

gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood 

of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, 

broke the bread, and gave it to his friends, and said, “Take, eat: 

This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 

 After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, 

“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 

which is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you 

this sacrifice of thanksgiving, 

People  

We celebrate his death and resurrection, 

as we await the day of his coming. 

 
The Celebrant continues 

Lord God of our fathers and mothers: God of Abraham and Sarah, 

Isaac and Rachael, Jacob and Leah; God and Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ: Open our eyes  

to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the 

presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for 

strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this 

Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we 

may worthily serve the world in his name. 

People  

Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the bread. 

The Celebrant continues 

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our 

great High Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your 

Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation, 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

 
People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those 

        who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever.      Amen. 

 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
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Communion Hymn:  

 

 
 

Post Communion Prayer 
 

Please stand 
 

Celebrant:  Let us pray.      
 

Celebrant and People     

Eternal God, heavenly Father,  

you have graciously accepted us as living members  

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,  

and you have fed us with spiritual food  

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  
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Send us now into the world in peace,  

and grant us strength and courage  

to love and serve you  

with gladness and singleness of heart;  

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Blessing 

 

Mission Song:  
 

 

 
The Dismissal 
 

Celebrant:  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, 

 alleluia. 

People:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 


