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Welcome to  

St. John the Divine Episcopal Church 

17740 Peak Avenue, Morgan Hill, CA 95037 

 

 

 

 

 

December 19, 2021 

The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 Holy Eucharist  

 

St. John the Divine Episcopal Church in Morgan Hill is a welcoming, inclusive community, 

sharing the Love of God with one another through prayer, worship, fellowship, and 

pastoral care, and through our outreach ministries in the South Valley communities and 

the Diocese of El Camino Real. 
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WORD OF GOD 

 

Prelude 

 

Opening Hymn:    
 

 
 

Advent Candle Lighting 
 

Celebrant: Today we light the first, second, third, and fourth candles of the Advent 

wreath. Each candle has a meaning. The first candle is HOPE, the second 

candle is PEACE, the third candle is JOY, and the fourth candle is 

LOVE. 
 

The candles are lit. 

 

Leader: Jesus said to them, I give you a new commandment, that you love one 

another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By 

this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for 

one another. (John 13:34)  

 

All: Loving God, your mercy and compassion endure forever. Open our 

hearts, that we may receive your love; and following the example of 

your Son, spread that love to a love-starved world. Through Jesus 

Christ, who loved us to the end.  Amen. 
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CAROL: Light a Candle (sung to the tune of Jimmie Crack Corn) 

1. Light a candle for hope today, light a candle for hope today, light a candle 

for hope today. Advent time is here. 

2. Light a candle for peace today, light a candle for peace today, light a candle 

for peace to day. Advent time is here. 

3. Light a candle for joy today, light a candle for joy today, light a candle for 

joy today. Advent time is here. 

4. Light a candle for love today, light a candle for love today, light a candle for 

love today. Advent time is here. 

 

Please be seated 

 

A Bidding Prayer  

In the season of Advent, it is our responsibility and joy to prepare ourselves to hear 

once more the message of the Angels, to go to Bethlehem and see the Son of God 

lying in a manger.  Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God’s 

loving purpose from the time of our rebellion against him until the glorious 

redemption brought to us by his holy Child Jesus, and let us look forward to the 

yearly remembrance of his birth with hymns and songs of praise. 

 

FIRST LESSON:  Genesis 2:4b-9, 15-25 (The story of Creation) 

Lector:  Celia Feret  St. John the Divine 

 

Carol:   
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SECOND LESSON:  Genesis 3:1-15 (Adam and Eve)  

Lector: Andy Lief St. Stephen’s in the Field 
 

Anthem:  Adam, Lay Ybounden, arr. Martha Jones Burford 

 

THIRD LESSON:  Isaiah 11: 1-9 (The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown) 

Lector:  Joan Best  St. John the Divine 
 

Carol:  
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FOURTH LESSON:  Isaiah 40:1-11 (The prophet proclaims good new to people in exile)  

Lector: Susan Zaballos St. Stephen’s in the Field 

 

Carol:   
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FIFTH LESSON:  Isaiah 7:10-15 (God promises a child will be conceived) 

Lector:  Bethan Bath  St. John the Divine 
 

Bells:  People, Look East, arr. Karen Roth  Divine Jubilation 

 
SIXTH LESSON:  Luke 1:26-38 (Gabriel visits Mary) 

Lector: Wand Bryan St. Stephen’s in the Field 
 

Anthem:  Carol for Advent, by Don Besig and Nancy Price 

 
SEVENTH LESSON:  Luke 2:1-7 (Jesus is born at Bethlehem) 

Lector:  Jillian Dent  St. John the Divine 
 

Carol:   
 

 
 

 

EIGHTH LESSON:  Luke 2:8-20 (Angels tell the shepherds to come to the manger) 

Lector:  Nancy McGuinness  St. Stephen’s in the Field 
 

Bells:  The First Noel, arr. Karen Roth  Divine Jubilation 
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NINTH LESSON:  John 1:1-20 (The Word made Flesh) 

Lector:  Michelle Francis  St. John the Divine 
 

Carol:   
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Collect of the Day  

Celebrant: God be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus 

Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and 

reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Peace 

Celebrant:  The peace of Christ be always with you. 

People:       And also with you. 
 

Exchange peace. 
 

 

Offertory:  Bells: Good Christian Friends, Rejoice!, arr. Albert Zabel 

 Divine Jubilation and Andoni Bundros 
 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Celebrant   

All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and loving 

God; through Jesus Christ, your eternal Word, the Wisdom from on high by whom 

you created all things.  You laid the foundations of the world and enclosed the sea 

when it burst out from the womb; You brought forth all creatures of the earth and 

gave breath to humankind. 
 

Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for our 

journey. Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to 

make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and 

great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold 

his appearing.  And so as the morning stars sing your praises we join the heavenly 

beings and all creation as we shout with joy: 



Page 10 of 15 
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The Celebrant continues 

Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent; you 

called a people to yourself, as a light to the nations, you delivered them from 

bondage and led them to a land of promise. 
 

Of your grace, you gave Jesus over to our humanity, through which he enters our 

life to proclaim the coming of your holy reign and gives himself for us, a fragrant 

offering. Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, you have freed us from sin, brought 

us into your life, reconciled us to you, and restored us to the glory you intend for 

us. 
 

We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread, and when he 

had given thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his friends and said: “Take, eat, this 

is my Body, broken for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his friends and 

said: “Drink this, all of you: this cup is the new Covenant in my Blood, poured out 

for you and for all for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  

And so, remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the resurrection 

and ascension, longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting to you these 

gifts your earth has formed and human hands have made, we acclaim you, O 

Christ: 
 

Celebrant and People 

Dying, you destroyed our death. 

Rising, you restored our life. 

Christ Jesus, come in glory! 

 

The Celebrant continues 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they 

may be to us the Body and Blood of your Christ.  Grant that we, burning with the 

Spirit’s power, may be a people of hope, justice, and love.  Giver of life, draw us 

together in the Body of Christ, and in the fullness of time gather us with blessed St. 

Stephen and St. John, and all your people into the joy of our true eternal home. 

 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, we worship you our God and Creator in voices of unending praise. 

 

Celebrant and People 

Blessed are you now and for ever.  Amen. 
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The Celebrant continues 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father in heaven, 

   hallowed be your Name, 

   your kingdom come, 

   your will be done, 

     on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

    as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 

    and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

    now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

Celebrant:  We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ. 

People:  We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 

Celebrant:  The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 

Communion Hymn: 
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Post Communion Prayer 

Please stand 

Celebrant:  Let us pray.      

Celebrant and People     

Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing 

us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body. Now send us forth a 

people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love to the 

world and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior.  Amen. 

 

The Blessing 

Mission Song:  
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 The Dismissal 

Celebrant:  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 

People:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Postlude:   Organ postlude 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Participating in the Service 
 

Vocalists:  Andoni Bundros, Karen Cuffie, Jessica Dickinsen Goodman, Ginny Scott 

 

Divine Jubilation: Michelle Francis, Susan Gabbard, Kaylie Moniz, Lisa Masoni 

 

Organist-Pianist – Andoni Bundros 

 

Saxophone – Jim Blessing 

Flute – Mary Blessing 
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Parish announcements: 

 Community Solutions always needs diapers and wipes. 

 

 We are also collecting full sized toiletries and cleaning supplies.  Please drop 

off your donations at the church. 

 

 Here is the QR code for our new website: 

 

 

 

Reminder:  The Christmas Eve service is at 4:30pm at St. Stephen’s.  Next 

week’s service is at 9:30am at St. John’s.  (There is plenty of room for parishioners 

from both churches to attend the in-person services.) 

 

All are welcome! 

 

 

 


