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We are often asked if we are a CSA (Community Supported Agriculture) program, or sometimes how we are 
different from a CSA. CSA's are wonderful, we are not a CSA, but we do offer you the opportunity to support 
and sustain a network of local farms. Here are some thoughts on the key differences:  
  
BO Produce Basket One vs. Many  
In the strictest sense, a CSA is one farm to which you make a commitment for the growing season, in return, 
you get a 'share' of the harvest for that season. It is important when choosing your CSA, that you ask your 
farmer what kinds of crops he/she likes to grow, and what their growing methods or philosophies are. Berkshire 
Organics works as an aggregator, we work with over 50 farms during the year. We offer many different box 
sizes and mixes of fruit/vegetables to meet your specific needs and since we are not limited to sourcing from 
just one farm, we are able to offer our customers a broad selection and the best of what the Berkshires and 
surrounding area has to offer. We also operate year round, which not only gives local farmers a stable marketing 
platform for the winter if they choose to extend their season, but gives us the opportunity to offer a variety of 
certified organic fruit (such as bananas) that are virtually impossible to produce in the tough New England 
climate. We also offer in season 'local only' boxes for local food enthusiasts. 
  
Commitment  
As a CSA participant, you make an upfront investment and will receive a weekly share of the harvest. It is a 
commitment you make up front for the season, usually around 20 weeks long. This commitment enables the 
farmer to plan their crops, and start seeds confidently. If you are unable to collect your share (or have a friend 
collect it on your behalf), you forfeit it. Our service is different in that once again, we are working on 
aggregates, which enables us to offer flexibility. If you are going on vacation or need to skip a delivery, just let 
us know. Also, we charge per delivery, you pay as you go. You do not need to commit for any period of time, 
and there is no upfront membership/application fee and if you are dissatisfied with the service, you can 
discontinue it. This makes it a more affordable option for many families, who still wish to buy local. 
  
But What About the Benefit to the Farmer?  
It is true that the 'retail dollars' or direct-marketing strategies are very important to local farmers. Retail dollars 
are earned through CSA's, farmers markets, and farm stands on the farm. However, direct marketing strategies 
make up less than 5% of the U.S. market. Retail sales can also be inconsistent; rainy days will wash out a 
farmers market or cause a reduction of sales at the farm stand. A wise farmer doesn't put all his eggs in one 
basket - he diversifies his marketing strategy. In other words, he will attend farmers markets, have a farm stand, 
work with a company like us, and possibly several restaurants. That way, when the farmers market is rained out, 
his crops can still be moved. What we offer farmers is a little stability. During the pre-season we provide 
informal commitments and estimates to help with their planning. We talk about what crops we will be looking 
for, and what we think we will have in abundance. It is a win-win relationship that provides the farmer with a 
reliable source of revenue, and provides us with a reliable source for produce! 
  
Connection  
Although you are 'supposedly' taking a risk when buying into a CSA because a crop failure could mean that you 
are left with an empty basket, it has been our experience that in most cases the opposite is true. The crazy New 
England weather may offer some setbacks, but a good CSA will always find a way to balance things out by the 
end of the season. What we offer is consistent value, and convenient access to the local food landscape. We are 



locavore enablers. Last year we spent over $800,000 with New England farms and we are on track to increase 
that amount this year just as we have each year we have been in business.  
 
Based on the above information, you will see that one option is not better than the other. In my mind, they have 
equally important roles, and we thank our customers for helping us support and sustain local food here in 
Berkshire County. 
 
Highlights of a Berkshire Organics Basket vs a CSA Box: 
 
       UNLIMITED Substitutions can be made to each basket. 
       More variety, more produce items to choose from. 
       Convenience - home or business delivery to your doorstep. 
       Grocery Add-Ons - have milk, eggs & thousands grocery items delivered with your basket. 
       Competitive Prices & Pay per order - You don't have to pay a lump sum at once. 
       Flexibility - If you're going away, just change your next order date. 
       Support More Farms & A Small, Local Family Business! 
 


