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NEWS RELEASE 
For Immediate Release  
September 16, 2026 
 

Former Angel Tree Program Returns as Operation Jingle Bells 
A familiar holiday tradition is getting a new name this year. The Okaloosa County Sheriff’s Office and 
Okaloosa County School District are bringing back the program formerly known as Angel Tree, now called 
Operation Jingle Bells. The annual partnership helps bring holiday joy to students and families who may be 
facing financial challenges. School counselors and school resource officers work together to identify students in 
need and create holiday wish lists, which they share with generous community members who want to help. 
 
Operation Jingle Bells will officially kick off this holiday season with more information coming in October, 
including how local businesses, organizations, and individuals can participate. The name may be new, but the 
mission remains the same: coming together as a community to make the holidays brighter for Okaloosa County 
students. 

For more information, please visit https://www.facebook.com/share/v/19Kg8y1xoU/ or contact Catherine Card 
(catherine.card@okaloosaschools.com) or Katie Tingle (ktingle@sheriff-okaloosa.org). 
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