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A Message From The 
Chair Of The Board 

                               

 

 

 

 

 
Dispelling the Myths  
on the ½ Cent for  
Okaloosa Schools 
 
Education is the key to creating your own 
success in life. Without education and 
learning, you are setting yourself up for lifelong 
failure or underachievement.  
 
In my personal life, I have made education 
and learning a life-long priority for myself and 
my children Molly and Wes. By coincidence, I 
married a rock star 5th Grade Teacher at Liza 
Jackson, Kimberly Mayfield! Go Lions!  
 
My Father, now a retired Air Force Chief 
Master Sergeant, brought us here in 1972. I 
attended Okaloosa County Schools from 2nd 
Grade, ultimately graduating from Choctaw 
High School in 1984. Go Indians!  
 
I went on to earn a BS from Troy State University 
and later earned an MS in International 
Relations from Troy. In my 40's, I went back to 
school and earned an MBA from the University 
of Notre Dame. Go Irish! 
 
Today, I am a veteran of the US Army and US 
Air Force. I am the CEO of Bit-Wizards and 
TalkingParents, which I co-created and grew 
with my business partners into two prominent 
multi-million-dollar companies in Okaloosa 
County. 

You might think I am bragging or a       
renaissance man. On the contrary, I am using 
them to illustrate a point. Education gave me 
a foundation, and it opened doors in life. My 
success now creates jobs that impact our 
community. My wife educates tomorrow's 
leaders, and successful people and my 
children will make an impact in our future. 
 
You cannot overemphasize the impact of K-12 
education. Our schools facilitate students with 
academic and lifelong learning skills to 
become leaders in our community and the 
creators of their success in life. Whether they 
create success in college, a career, or 
navigating the opportunities and challenges, 
they will encounter in life. 
 
Governor DeSantis has made schools a 
priority.  Unfortunately, he has inherited 20 
years of neglect by the State of Florida as a 
whole. The fact is Florida has nationally 
received an F grade in its funding of K-12 
schools and ranks 43rd out of 50 states in per-
student spending. We are asking Okaloosa 
County School District (OCSD) to do more with 
even less. They are trying to squeeze water out 
of stone.  
 
Despite being underfunded, OCSD Ranks #4 
in the State in providing a top-quality K-12 
education. OCSD produces superior edu-
cational results and is 1 of only 3 school districts 
in the State to earn an A for the past six years 
in a row.   
 
Unfortunately, the OCSD buildings 
and infrastructure are falling apart. 

It is a problem for our businesses 
and the long-term quality of life 
and viability of our community.  
The conditions of our schools is  

not a new issue. We have kicked 
the can down the road since the 
70s, with the last minor investment 

happening in 1995. 
 
For 40 years, the voters have asked the schools 
in Okaloosa County to Band-Aid our aging 
facilities in favor of the status quo and lower 
taxes. 
 

Schools are economic drivers, and infra-
structure conditions are clear indicators of 
investment in a community. Old, dilapidated 
schools send a message that there is 
underinvestment and lack of opportunity in 
our area.  
Our School Cents Makes Sense Campaign is a 
grassroots movement. It originated in the 
business community from key community 
leaders and the Greater Fort Walton Beach 
Chamber of Commerce. We are composed 
of community-minded people and organ-
izations such as Destin, Crestview, and 
Niceville-Valparaiso Chambers of Commerce. 
We recognize the need and the long-term 
impact on our community.  
 
Unfortunately, there are members in our 
community who misguidedly believe OCSD 
needs to: "sharpen the pencil." There are 
myths perpetuated by special interest groups 
that mislead some people. And some people 
are just negative people who are against 
virtually everything. 
 
The sentiment that the schools are 
squandering the money is not valid. IN 
ALMOST EVERY MEASURE, Okaloosa's per-
student expenditures are below Escambia, 
Santa Rosa, Walton, Bay, and the State 
average.  
 
Myth #1 – OCSD School is Squandering 
Money and Needs to Sharpen Their 
Pencil and Tighten the Belt 
 
Every year the OCSD financials are 
independently audited. They are then 
compiled, audited, and reviewed by the 
Florida State Department of Education. The 
Florida Department of Education and OCSD 
publish audits and financials in FULL 
TRANSPARENCY to voters on their websites.  
 
Comparing OCSD to our surrounding counties 
and the state average is the best way to dispel 
this myth. Financials are broken down into 
General Revenue, Special Revenue, Debt 
Service, and Capital as spent on a per-student 
basis. Costs as compiled for the most recently 
audited and reported the school year of 2018-
2019 show the following: 
 
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE  

Vince Mayfield 
Chair of the Board 
CEO, Bit-Wizards 
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It is clear OCSD is working within its means. 
OCSD is below the state average and our 
surrounding counties.  Nevertheless, they have 
produced superior results; however, they lack 
capital funds to improve infrastructure, 
technology, buildings, and security in our 
schools.   
 
School funding comes from property taxes 
collected in Okaloosa County. In 2018 Walton 
County had 9,253 students, and Okaloosa 
County had 31,237 students. BOTH received 
roughly the SAME AMOUNT of money for 
capital projects! A large part of the property 
in Okaloosa County is not taxed because it is 
owned and preserved by Federal and State 
governments or by the military for the 
installations and ranges.  
 
The State has left it to the counties to fund 
schools via sales taxes, special county taxes, 
or property taxes. Out of 67 Counties in Florida, 
Okaloosa is one of a few counties with an 
additional tax to support the schools. 
 
Myth #2 – OCSD Leaders Let the 
Schools Fall Apart  
 
There is an adage in Okaloosa County that 
has existed for 40 years that citizens and 
government leaders have worn like a badge 
of honor. "We have the lowest taxes and 
millage rates in the state." I would counter: Yes, 
this is true, and we have the dilapidated 
buildings and infrastructure to prove it! 
 
The responsibility for this rests squarely on the 
backs of the voters of Okaloosa County and 
the State Legislature.  
 
 

 

We have not adequately funded 
the schools for the past 25 years. 
 
Myth #3 – Recent Audits of the OCSD 
Financials and Operations Showed 
Serious Issues 
 
Recently there was an audit by OPPAGA – The 
Florida Office of Program Policy Analysis and 
Government Accountability. This audit was 
necessary to get approval for the ½ cent sales 
tax referendum on the ballot.  In every 
standard, Okaloosa County School District 
met Florida State Standards for Financial 
Controls and Accountability. They MET THE 
STANDARD in every area. There are always 
areas for improvement. Like all audits, there 
are auditor observations and recommend-
ations.  
 
A group called "Yes for Okaloosa Schools" 
funded and run by a gentleman named Pat 
Ryan, is bitter about their FAILED effort to have 
an appointed superintendent. Appointing the 
school superintendent would take the choice 
of superintendent out of the hands of the 
voters. As a result, they have begun smearing 
our School Cents Makes Sense ½ Cent 
Campaign with false and inflammatory 
disinformation about the OPPAGA Audit.  
 
This group has decided to peddle a reform 
narrative. They have cherry-picked the 
auditors' comments and suggestions to paint 
a picture that there are severe flaws in OCSD 
accountability and transparency. Every 
county in Florida audited by OPPAGA has 
comments and suggestions in their audit.  
 
 

When viewed outside of the overall report, 
potentially give the appearance of issues.  
Cherry-picking out of context is deceptive 
and paints a false narrative. In an audit, you 
either meet the standard, or you do not.  
Okaloosa meets the state guidelines and 
standards for financial accountability. Period!  
 
A Positive Vision for the Future 
 
The Greater Fort Walton Beach Chamber of 
Commerce and the business leaders and 
organizations do not want just to have our 
community exist. We want to send a positive 
message and vision for our community. We 
want Okaloosa County and our Schools to 
thrive. Our future, our children, our businesses, 
our property values, our well-being, and 
quality of life demand it.  Our Schools and our 
Community need your support!  
 

Educate yourself! 
 

SchoolCentsMakesSense.com 
Please support us! 

 
Please Vote Yes November 3rd in 
support of a ½ Penny Tax for Okaloosa 
Schools.  
 
 
Vince Mayfield, Chair of the Board 
 

  

http://www.schoolcentsmakessense.com/
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 A Message From 
The FWBC President           

 
 

Ted thought this topic was so important 
he gave this valuable Coastlines real 

estate to Michelle Anchors. 
 
 

 
 

Why Vote Yes 
 
The economic prosperity of Okaloosa County 
can be negatively affected by events that are 
not within local control, such as natural 
disasters, oil spills, and even a global 
pandemic.   
 

Is there any factor in our control  
that could positively affect our 

economic growth? 
 

The answer is yes –  
strong public education. 

 

Most local businesses seek a ready workforce 
of residents who have received a solid 
education.  Most employees with children 
decide where they want to live based on the 
quality of the local public schools.   
 
Economic growth is directly tied to the success 
of our local public education system, which is 
dependent in large part on our teachers.  
Teachers will tell you that their effectiveness is 
dependent, in large part, on the strength, 
stability, and safety of the buildings where 
they teach.  In Okaloosa County, these 
buildings are seriously deteriorating due to a 
lack of adequate funding for infrastructure.   
Leaking roofs are causing mold.  Heating and 
air conditioning systems are failing. Aging 
temporary portables have become 
permanent classrooms.   
 
The exciting reality is that we have the option 
of seeing improvements in every single school 
in Okaloosa County.  On November 3, 2020, 
Okaloosa County voters will decide whether 
to support a half-cent sales tax to be used 
exclusively for capital needs such as repairs to 
school buildings, safety improvements, 
replacing the oldest bus fleet in the State of 
Florida, and technology upgrades.  The tax is 
estimated to bring in approximately $23 million 
annually and will remain in place for ten years, 
with over half of the proceeds coming from 
tourists who visit our area seasonally.   
 
Okaloosa County has not had a school sales 
tax in place for over twenty years.  During that 
time, neighboring counties have far surpassed 
us in the amount of money spent on capital 
needs.  The average per student spending on 
capital needs in Florida for 2017-18 was over 
$800. In Walton County, the average was 
$3,281.00.  In Okaloosa County, the average 
was $237.00. We cannot invest in our schools 
at far below the average rate and expect 
continued above average results.   
 
The voters of Okaloosa County are generally 
considered fiscally conservative, but they 
recognize that supporting public education is  
one of the most fundamental roles of limited 
government.   
 
 
 

The Republican Women of Okaloosa 
Federated have endorsed the half- 
cent tax, along with all of the Chambers of 
Commerce in Okaloosa County, the 
Economic Development Council of Okaloosa 
County, and the Building Industry Association.  
A political action committee known as School 
Cents Makes Sense, Inc. consists of private 
sector business leaders from all parts of 
Okaloosa County who are spearheading the 
campaign.  
 
To ensure transparency and accountability, 
each Chamber of Commerce will 
recommend one person to serve on a 
volunteer Citizens Advisory Committee, which 
will monitor the spending and the projects to 
ensure that the money goes to the priorities of 
each school.   
 
A list of those projects and more information 
about the half-cent proposal can be found at 
SchoolCentsMakesSense.com.   
 
We have not had a sales tax to benefit 
schools in over twenty years.  If you 
want to strengthen our local economy, 
then cast your vote to strengthen 
schools and vote yes on the half-cent 
sales tax, because School Cents 
Makes Sense! 
  

Michelle Anchors 
AnchorsGordon, P.A 
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2020 CHAMBER  
LEADERSHIP TEAM 

 
OFFICERS 

 
Vince Mayfield  |  Bit-Wizards 

Chair of the Board 
 

Heather Ruiz  |  Destin Commons 
2021 Chair-Elect 

 
Matt Turpin  |  Bank of England Mortgage 

Immediate Past Chair 
 

Stephen Perkins | Warren Averett 
Treasurer 

 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 

Barbara Britt  
Barbara J. Britt, LLC 

 
Gus Gusoff 

Emerald Coast Harley-Davidson 
 

Paul Stinebiser 
Edward Jones Investments 

 
Donna Tashik  

Fresh Start For Children & Families 
 

Bill Roberts  
Barnes Insurance & Financial Services 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Term 2020-2022 
 
Melissa Allegretto 
Maureen Bierman 
Nic Dezinski  
Robin Donlon 
Lino Maldonado 
Brooke McLean 
Shervin Rassa 
 

Term 2019-2021 
 

Barbara Britt 
Lisa Curry 

Diane Fraser 
Gus Gusoff 

Gordon King 
David Presnell 
Paul Stinebiser 

Term 2018-2020 
 
Steve Baxter 
Kim Denman 
Mark Hamrick 
Vince Mayfield 
Heather Ruiz 
Vicki Tarro 
Donna Tashik 

LIFE DIRECTORS 
 

C. LeDon Anchors 
Kathy Houchins 
Bruce Marshall 

Jeanne Rief  
Joyce Sanders 

Lisa Jo Spencer 

 

October 2020  
Calendar 
 
 
10.2         7:30AM                           First Friday Coffee Sponsored by White-Wilson Medical Center 
10.3         9:00AM-3:00PM             Dog Daze Sponsored by Friendship Veterinary                 
10.8         11:30AM                         Nothing But Networking sponsored by The Shack 
10.8         5:30PM                           City Council 101   
10.13       8:00AM                           Healthcare Committee 
10.15       5:30PM                            Business After Hours sponsored by the Business Success Group 
10.16       11:30AM                         FWB Young Professionals 
10.19       11:30PM                         Military Affairs Committee           
10.20       8:00AM                           Business Success Group                 
10.21       7:45AM                          Ambassadors Committee Meeting 
10.28       11:30AM                        WomenConnect 
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Sponsored by: 

Prize Sponsors     Prize Descriptions    Door Prize Winners 
Teresa Halverson, The Manor at Bluewater Bay  Clemenza's Gift Certificate   Pam Sparks 

“    Clemenza's Gift Certificate   Maureen Bierman, Step One Automotive 
“    Clemenza's Gift Certificate   Mike Chastain, Dex Imaging  
“    Painting with a Twist GC & Art Piece  Matt Turpin, Bank of England Mortgage 
“    Painting with a Twist GC & Art Piece  Leslie Moland, White-Wilson Medical Center  
“    Painting with a Twist GC & Art Piece  Lauren Shawcross, Four Points by Sheraton  

Tammy McDaniel, Tammy’s Journeys   Specialty Snack & Wine Basket  Eppi Azzaretto  
Marcia Bunge, Silver Slipper Casino   Gift Certificates    Mark Hamrick, Center Line Associates 
Tucker McPhearson, ThrIVe Wellness   2 $100 ThrIVe Gift Certificates    Bernard Johnson, Gulf Power 
Trisha L. Marks, SimpleHR    $50 Visa gift card    Dick Rynearson, Mayor -City of Fort Walton Beach 
Gayle Vann, Legendary Marine   YETI Bucket      Tammy Ward, Better Business Bureau of NW Florida 
Neko Stubblefield, Eglin Federal Credit Union   $50 Cash & Chocolate    Alex Barthe, Courthouse Suites Crestview 
Jessy Bautista, Lisa Jo Spencer, PA   BBQ Basket      Jamil Harris, Cornerstone Financial 
Nick Bridges, Sonny's Real Pit BBQ   3 Free Big Deals    Denise Kendust, Fort Walton Beach Medical Center 
Sherry Richardson, Emerald Coast Hospice  Popcorn Extravaganza Basket   John Grippo, Community Broadcasters 
Patrick Berry, Gulfarium Marine Adventure Park 6 Admission Tickets   Gus Gusoff, Emerald Coast Harley Davidson 
  “    6 Admission Tickets   Cai Zhang, Keller Williams Realty, Emerald Coast 

September’s First Friday Coffee was spectacular and the list of folks that helped make it that way is extensive! 
The first BIG Thank You goes to our Fabulous Sponsor The Manor at Bluewater Bay who agreed to take it 
outside and on the road! They also sponsored the great gift bags & door prizes offered to our attendees. Not 
only did we have a beautiful morning for our first outdoor First Friday Coffee but we also had the opportunity 
to welcome a few extra guests that were a little wet behind the ears, but they performed perfectly! Thank 
you to the Gulfarium Marine Adventure Park for opening your doors and allowing the chamber family to meet 
yours. 
 

Thank you to Johnny C. with ACE50 Media for being the perfect Handler and P.R. Manager for Dougie the 
Dolphin. Thank you to RJ Murdock, with Emerald Coast TV, for taking us on the road and STILL making us look 
good! And to Golden Corral who also went mobile with Grab & Go Breakfasts for our attendees. We couldn’t 
do all these great events if it wasn’t for our sponsors and members – Thank You! 

Wilmer Rodriguez 
Cleanpressive LLC  
Mary Esther, FL 
(850) 687-2094 
cleanpressive.com 
  
Brian Knox 
Valhalla Axe 
Throwing 
Holt, FL 
(850) 779-1995 
valhallahatchets.com 
 
Chris Sehman 
Helen Back Pizza 
1826 Lewis Turner Blvd 
Fort Walton Beach, FL 
(850) 374-8603 
helenbackpizza.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Jennifer Hamber 
ProHealth 
11 Racetrack Rd 
Fort Walton Beach, FL 
(850) 243-2900 
prohealthfl.com 
  
Whitney Lee 
SocialLee PR & 
Media Co. 
770 Harbor Blvd, #11 
Destin, FL 
(850) 974-2002 
besociallee.com 

AUGUST NEW MEMBERS! AUGUST RENEWING MEMBERS 

Welcome Back! 
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The HSU Educational Foundation (HSU) is 
proud to announce a partnership with Lone 
Star UAS Center of Excellence & Innovation 
(Lone Star) at Texas A&M University-Corpus 
Christi to launch a master research program 
to develop the HSU Unmanned Aircraft 
System Center of Excellence in Okaloosa 
County. 
 
The HSU Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS) 
Center of Excellence (HSU Center) 
development is aimed at creating a highly 
trained and certified UAS workforce, and 
providing UAS research, development, and 
testing of unmanned aircraft, sensors, and 
related technologies for industry partners. To 
accomplish these goals, Lone Star will assist 
HSU in designing and implementing a UAS-
focused schoolhouse designed to train and 
certify UAS aircrews, maintenance 
technicians, and ecosystem developers, 
stimulating workforce development in 
Okaloosa County, Florida and creating a 
professional workforce supporting the rapidly 
growing UAS industry. 
 
This project marks Lone Star’s first 
collaborative effort with an out-of-state 
educational entity to develop jointly branded 
UAS Flight Research and Testing capability, 
furthering the impact of Texas A&M-Corpus 
Christi’s work and innovation in UAS research. 
 
“The design and construct of the HSU Center 
fills multiple gaps we’re experiencing within 
the UAS industry”, Blevins commented. “The 
first gap is the lack of a highly trained and 
certified UAS workforce that keeps pace with 
the increasing demand for UAS technology.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The second gap is the availability of 
instrumented UAS test flight ranges to enable 
the research, development, and testing of 
emerging aircraft, autonomy, sensors, and 
ecosystem elements of the industry”. 
 
Key objectives of the partnership include: 

• Creating a trained and certified UAS 
workforce to fill the gap in qualified 
workers within the UAS industry 

• Attracting economic development in 
Northwest Florida by becoming a 
recognized name in UAS workforce 
development and R&D efforts 

• Supporting the development of UAS 
enabled Disaster Response solutions for 
NW Florida 

• Attracting Aerospace Industry leaders to 
conduct UAS technology development 
and testing on HSU STEM Range and test 
facilities.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Blevins adds that the HSU Center is 
strategically located in an environment 
surrounded by U.S. Air Force technology 
developers, civilian contracting companies 
and industry partners who are growing their 
demands for UAS. “It also helps that it’s sunny 
in Florida, and you can fly an unmanned 
aircraft pretty much year-round”, Blevins 
said.  
 
Lone Star expects the UAS research project to 
be complete in March 2023. 
  

                    Applause – We Salute the businesses and individuals making a difference in our community! 

                          The HSU Educational Foundation  

                          Announces New Partnership 
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2020 Okaloosa County 
Women’s Hall of Fame 
Inductees 
 
One hundred and thirteen women have 
been inducted into the Hall of Fame since it 
was created in 1995.  The Hall of Fame was 
created to honor women of Okaloosa 
County — past and present — whose 
contributions have been of great value to our 
community’s development. Induction into 
the Hall of Fame is the Commission’s oldest 
and most prestigious award.   
 
Those women being inducted in 2020 are 
Julie Cotton, Contemporary Inductee; Vickie 
Edge, Community Service Inductee; Teresa 
Halverson, Military Inductee; Bobbie Ponder, 
Pioneer Inductee and Vickie Warner, Carolyn 
Spencer Humanitarian Inductee.   
 
 

Julie Cotton is the OCCSW 
2020 Contemporary Inductee. 
Ms. Cotton has been a 
resident of Okaloosa County 
for over 20 years making an 
everlasting mark of 
dedication to improve the life 
of women and leadership 

training in our community. Julie began her 
love for community upon graduation from 
college and has given countless hours of her 
professional skills serving in various positions 
throughout the region.  She was selected as 
an Emerald Lady by Emerald Ladies Journal 
in 2006 and was named an Emerging Leader 
“Next Generation” to Watch in 2005 by 
Emerald Coast Magazine.  Today Ms. Cotton 
has led over 290 young professionals in 
Leadership Okaloosa and is active with the 
Krewe of Bowlegs.   
 
The OCCSW is honored to present Ms. Julie 
Cotton to the 2020 Hall of Fame.  

 
 

Hall of Fame 

 
 
 

Vickie Edge A lifelong 
resident of Okaloosa County 
and 1979 Choctaw 
graduate, Vickie Mae Edge 
was the ultimate “giver”.  
She supported many 
organizations in the 
community, but her favorites 
included Shelter House, 

United for a Good Cause’s Hope Squad 
Suicide Prevention program, feeding the 
homeless and SO many more.  She was 
planning to give her biggest gift yet this 
coming January when she was scheduled to 
donate a kidney to fellow community leader, 
Kathy Houchins.  Unfortunately, her life was 
tragically cut short on August 6, 2020.   
As the community still mourns her loss, her 
hard work and tremendous heart earned her 
a spot as the Community Service Inductee in 
the Women’s Hall of Fame which she will be 
awarded posthumously.  
 
 

Teresa Halverson has more 
than 28 years of professional 
service in the healthcare 
industry as a case manager, 
licensed social worker and 
currently the Director of 
Marketing/Development  
& Admissions for Bluewater 

Bay. She's a leader 24/7, always “stepping 
up” to volunteer, someone who doesn't take 
“No” for an answer, always pro-active in the 
community. Teresa serves on the several 
boards and is heavily involved in the Niceville 
Chamber of Commerce and the Greater Fort 
Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce 
serving on their military affairs councils, as well 
as the healthcare committees while also a 
member of the Emerald Coast Military Affairs. 
  
 

Bobbie Ponder has nearly 
seven decades of devoted 
service to our community, 
Ms. Ponder will the 2020 
Pioneer inductee. She served 
in many Beulah First Baptist 
Church ministries and 
leadership positions, and  

 
 
 
now serves as Church School Superintendent, 
President of General Mission and member of 
the Deaconess community outreach ministry, 
which founded the Helping Hand House. 
Professionally, Ms. Ponder served as a 
Financial Counselor on Eglin AFB for 20+ 
years. Her lengthy community service 
includes many positions. Her efforts were 
instrumental in starting local programs such 
as Head Start, Food Commodities, Council on 
Aging Program, Supervised Senior Citizen 
Group activities and 4-H club for youth. 
 
 

Vickie Warner is the 2020 
Carolyn Spencer 
Humanitarian 
inductee. Where there’s a 
leadership need in our 
community, Vickie has been 
a volunteer since 1976. She 
has served many civic 

organizations, including the United Way, the 
Salvation Army, Horizon (now ARC), and the 
FWB Chamber of Commerce—where she 
was the first woman to chair the Billy Bowlegs 
Festival committee.  Vickie became a Red 
Cross volunteer after Hurricane Katrina, and 
currently works on Eglin AFB assisting families 
in crisis transition. Vickie was named 2019 
Volunteer of the Year by the American Red 
Cross. Vickie’s many professional and 
humanitarian contributions have greatly 
enhanced our community.  
 
The Okaloosa County Women's Hall of Fame 
is sponsored by the OCCSW and the annual 
induction ceremony is held in conjunction 
with Women’s Equality Day.  The women 
inducted into the Hall of Fame are honored in 
permanent displays at the Okaloosa County 
Commission offices and the Niceville City 
Council Chambers. The Hall of Fame displays 
are a monument to some of the exceptional 
women in our county’s history, as well as a 
tribute that grows annually with each 
induction ceremony where we learn to 
appreciate more about the wonderful 
contributions that women make to our 
community.  For additional information and 
full biographies with list of accomplishments, 
please visit the website at occsw.org.  

Applause – We Salute the businesses and individuals making a difference in our community! 



OCTOBER 2020 | FWBCHAMBER.ORG  | THE GREATER FORT WALTON BEACH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

  



OCTOBER 2020 | FWBCHAMBER.ORG  | THE GREATER FORT WALTON BEACH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

 
  



OCTOBER 2020 | FWBCHAMBER.ORG  | THE GREATER FORT WALTON BEACH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

 
 
  



OCTOBER 2020 | FWBCHAMBER.ORG  | THE GREATER FORT WALTON BEACH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

 
  



OCTOBER 2020 | FWBCHAMBER.ORG  | THE GREATER FORT WALTON BEACH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

WARREN AVERETT 
ANNOUNCES PROMOTIONS 
 
Warren Averett recently promoted 103 
employees across the Firm, 15 of whom sit in 
the Gulf Coast offices.  
From the Fort Walton Beach office –  
Promoted to Managers: 
• Ana Goodman, CPA (Audit) 
• Lindsay Williams, CPA (Audit) 
• Jared Fair, CPA (Consulting) 
• Chase Jenkins, CPA (Tax) 
• Stephen Perkins, CPA (Tax)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Promoted to Senior Associate: 
• Chris Kiley, CPA (Audit) 
• Kerry Duval (Learning) 
• Emily Glowacki (Marketing) 
•  
• Alexis Evans (Tax) 
• Emma Belmain (Tax)  
 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Applause – We Salute the businesses and individuals making a difference in our community! 

Fort Walton Beach  
Medical Center  
Announces Expansion 
 
Fort Walton Beach Medical Center (FWBMC) announced construction for the 
hospital’s $80 million expansion and renovation project is slated to begin January 
2021. FWBMC released final renderings showcasing the multi-phased expansion 
project, which will provide many benefits to the community including the addition 
of 42 licensed beds, bringing the total bed count to 309.   
 
FWBMC announced initial plans for the expansion in late December 2019; the 
project will be completed in three phases:   

• Phase 1: Renovation and expansion of the cafeteria and kitchen to 
increase the volume and convenient pick-up options for healthy dining. 

 
• Phase 2: Expansion of the existing parking garage, adding 120 parking 

spots. 
 

• Phase 3: Construction of new, two-story patient tower with the capability 
of expanding vertically to four floors. The new tower is designed to house 
18 new critical care beds and 24 step-down beds.  

 
“As our community grows, we are excited to grow along with it. All 
of these projects are part of Fort Walton Beach Medical Center’s 
focus on the future and commitment to improve access to high 
quality health care and service on behalf of our community”, stated 
Mitch Mongell, CEO of FWBMC. “Through this expansion, we are also 
looking forward to adding to our excellent team as future phases of 
the project are completed”.   
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AND to ALL the folks that donated items for the Auction: 
Destin Fort Walton Beach Convention Center 
Emerald Coast Foundation 
Chamber Ambassador Committee (X 2!) 
American House Senior Living 
Silver Slipper Casino Hotel 
ServePro Fort Walton Beach 
Jack & Eppi Azzaretto 
A Bed 4 Me Foundation 

This past August Business After Hours was hosted by the Northwest Florida Fairgrounds and was the FIRST BAH 
Auction!  If you missed it, you missed out on taking home some great Auction Items such as a Gas Powered 
Generator (which I bet came in handy recently!) and massive gift baskets with everything from golf items to a 1 
Night Stay & Dinner at the Silver Slipper Casino Hotel. 
 
A Big Thank You to the NW Florida Fairgrounds for sponsoring this fun event and keeping everyone happy with 
great food and drinks.  As well as Zoran Entertainment for keeping us moving to the beat! 

September’s Nothing But Networking was sponsored by Shalimar Pointe 
Golf Club.  Delicious food, beautiful views of the greens and great 
networking was had by all!  
 

Be sure to register for the next Nothing But Networking scheduled for 
October 8th at The Shack. 
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With October being 
designated “Manufacturing 
Month” in Florida, we 
thought it might be 
appropriate to reflect on the 
value of the manufacturing 
sector to our local 
economy.   
 
While virtually everyone knows of our community’s 
stellar tourism assets, less known is Okaloosa’s 
manufacturing sector – a sector that is comprised 
of 212 businesses employing more than 3,200 
individuals in the local area, many with advanced 
technical skills that were attained from leading 
edge certification programs offered by local 
schools and colleges.  
 

 

Recent weeks have brought some welcome news 
for Okaloosa’s manufacturing sector, as both Fort 
Walton Machining and MAG Aerospace were 
selected as two of only ten statewide finalists for 
the prestigious Sterling Manufacturing Business 
Excellence (SMBE) Awards.  Having two finalists 
from our local area is definitely something to 
celebrate! 
 

 
 

Fort Walton Machining, owned by the McDonald 
family, was formed in 1987 as a custom 
manufacturing operation serving Eglin Air Force 
Base. A contract manufacturer with an impressive 
list of “who’s who” customers including Boeing, 
Lockheed Martin and Blue Origin among others, 
Fort Walton Machining employees more than 150 
in the local area, many of whom gained valuable 
skills through participating in the company’s 
apprenticeship program.   
 
 

 
 
Though much newer to the area, MAG Aerospace 
is also a force to be reckoned with.  The Virginia-
based company opened their 25,000 SF 
Technology Integration and Support Center (TISC) 
in the Fort Walton Beach Commerce & 
Technology Park in 2019.  The facility, also known 
as the Col. John T. Carney Center of Excellence, 
was purposefully designed to foster dynamic 
interface between MAG personnel and AFSOC, 
one of the company’s major customers. 
 

 
 
Another local manufacturer making headlines 
American Elite Personal Protective Equipment 
(PPE).  Just last month, Governor Ron DeSantis 
joined local officials and the company in 
announcing that it would be locating a new 
facility in the Fort Walton Beach Commerce & 
Technology Park that will employ 50 individuals.  
The recently opened facility is producing melt 
blown polypropylene filter material for use in 
facemasks and medical gowns. 
 
 

 
 
On the other end of the manufacturing spectrum is 
food and beverage production, and Okaloosa 
County has that covered too!  One such example 
is GS Gelato, a Fort Walton Beach-based 
manufacturer of authentic Italian gelato, sorbet 
and frozen desserts that was started by first 
generation Italian immigrants in 1996.  The 
company recently expanded and now employs 
more than 90 local individuals.  Interested in a taste 
test?  Take heart!  GS Gelato’s products are sold 
throughout the country at Trader Joe’s, ALDI and 
others. 
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Destin-Fort Walton 
Beach Introduces 
‘Venture Out’ –  
A New Travel Product that Offers 
Families Personalized Outdoor 
Adventures  

 
Ready to explore a remote island, reel in a 
keeper, create a stunning sandcastle, and 
indulge in fresh, flavorful dishes?  
 
All of the above – and much more – are awaiting 
the whole family with the new Venture Out 
product launched by Destin-Fort Walton Beach, 
Florida. Designed to offer families a way to break 
free from the confines of home, these exclusive 
packages present an opportunity for kids to get 
outside in the open air and have an adventure 

complete with a local dining experience that’s 
delivered directly to families in their own space.  
Following the success of the destination’s 
Adventure Anywhere virtual itineraries, Venture 
Out is the next step in welcoming guests back. 
These adventure packs, which were developed by 
moms and businesses owners who are lifelong 
residents of the destination, inspire a sense of 
discovery for children and build confidence in 
travel for parents. Guests can review offers via 
DestinFWB.com and directly chat with a local 
Adventure Guide to identify an individual family 
experience paired with Gulf-to-Table takeout to 
be enjoyed during the excursion, at home, or at 
their accommodation.  
 
“The heart of ‘Venture Out’ is partnership, not only 
between our local businesses, but between our 
visitors and the destination,” said Jennifer Adams, 
director, Destin-Fort Walton Beach tourism. “We 
know there are so many questions surrounding 
travel right now and ‘Venture Out’ connects us 
directly with guests so we can not only provide 
answers to their questions, but also a great option 
to have an adventure here, whether they’re 
visiting for an afternoon or a week-long stay.”  
 
Available now on a limited-basis through 
November 30, 2020, guests can inquire about and 
enlist in the Venture Out packages. With the travel 
climate constantly in flux, Venture Out offerings 
and special pricing, starting at $250, will be 
updated on an ongoing basis. For more 
information or to make reservations for Venture 
Out packages from Destin-Fort Walton Beach, 
please visit: destinfwb.com. 
 
 

 
 
Destin-Fort Walton Beach to Sink the 
First Vessel as an Artificial Reef Since 
2011  
 
Destin-Fort Walton Beach in collaboration with U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection, sunk a 61-foot 

steel-hulled vessel named the S/V DYLAN in the 
beginning of September. The vessel will be 
approximately 16.5 nautical miles southeast of 
Destin-Fort Walton Beach in 120-feet of water.  
 
In late 2019, United States Customs and Border 
Protection seized the M/V Dylan. Following seizure, 
the vessel was forfeited to the U.S. Government 
and transferred to Okaloosa County to be 
deployed as an artificial reef. This will be the first 
vessel deployed as an artificial reef since the M/V 
MONICA LEE was intentionally sunk in 2011.  
 
This new reef site will not only provide habitat for 
commercial and recreationally important species 
of fish that are commonly targeted by local and 
visiting anglers but will also offer an interesting new 
site for SCUBA divers. The S/V DYLAN was cleaned 
and modified to be environmentally friendly. Due 
to its relatively small size, additional similar-sized 
vessels will be deployed nearby, adding to the 
reef site's complexity and creating an underwater 
"boatyard."  
 

 
 
"It is exciting to see a vessel deployment off our 
coast. This will be the first of many vessels that we 
have in line to be sunk in the coming years and will 
complement the hundreds of artificial reefs that 
have been deployed over the last couple of 
years," Alex Fogg, Coastal Resource Manager.  
 
Coordinates and additional information can be 
found: destinfwb.com/explore/ecotourism-
hotspots/artificial-reefs/  
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County 
News 
 

 

 
 
THANK YOU! 
Okaloosa County Public Works - Thank you to 
County Staff and Community Partners - A huge 
thank you to our hard working Okaloosa County 
Public Works Team, who have quickly responded 
to ensure county services are repaired and 
resumed and ensuring our roads are passable and 
safe! 
 
 

 
 
Okaloosa Water & Sewer (OCWS)  
Not all heroes wear capes. Sometimes they wear 
steel-toe boots and reflective gear. We have so 
many heroes to thank for their Hurricane Sally 
response. Okaloosa County Water & Sewer team 

worked overnight Saturday night into the early 
morning hours on Sunday to help get lift stations 
back to normal after the flooding rains and power 
outages caused by Hurricane Sally. It's a dirty job 
and we thank you!  
 
 
Emergency Operations Command 
Center (EOC) –  
It has taken a village - Okaloosa County 
Emergency Operations Command Center Has 
Many Heroes to Honor. Here are a few who called 
the EOC home during Hurricane Sally, going 
above and beyond to support Emergency 
Operations and Emergency Communications, 
helping to keep Okaloosa County Citizen safe and 
informed during the storm.  
 

 
Top row left to right, followed by the second and 3rd 
rows: 1.) Karen Rossi Records Custodian for Okaloosa 
County Emergency Management, 2.) Michelle Dowdy is 
an EMT, and James Keneally is a Paramedic with 
Okaloosa County, 3.) Mike Schwartz is our Emergency 
Division Chief, 4.) Patrick Maddox Director of Public 
Safety 5.) Ryan Jaycocks Okaloosa County Sheriff’s 
Office, 6.) Bonnie Tierney Okaloosa County System and 
Networks Manger, 7.) Ken Wolfe Okaloosa County's 
Emergency Management Coordinator, 8.) Jokiah Lofton 
Destin-Fort Walton Beach Airport as a Visitor Services 
Specialist 
                                  
 
Gather Supplies - Avoid the Surprise 
Hurricane Sally was a good reminder that there 
are certain things you can do, ahead of any storm 
or disaster - to help ensure safety, sustainability 

and comfort considering the fact that distastes, by 
nature, are really not that comfortable. 
 
 

 
First Aid Supplies 
Pain Relief - Tweezers - Antiseptic - Matches - 
Thermometer - Scissors - Hand Sanitizer - Cloth 
Face Coverings - Bandages - Prescription 
Medication 
 

 
For Your Car 
A Full Tank of Gas - Flashlight - Jumper Cables - Fire 
Extinguisher - Flares - More Hand Sanitizer - Fire 
Extinguisher - Baby Care Supplies - Pet Supplies - 
Non-perishable Food - Water - Garbage Bags - 
Cloth Face Coverings 
 

 
Emergency Needs 
Important Documents - Radio - Baby Care Needs - 
Clean Clothes - Work Gloves - Bug Spray - 
Sunscreen - A Whistle - Flashlight - Pet Supplies - 
Basic Hand Tools - Cash - Utensils - Utility Knife - 
Can Opener - Non-perishable Food - Water - 
Paper Towels - More Hand Sanitizer - Cloth Face 
Coverings - Prescription Medications 
 
For More tips visit: 
https://bit.ly/31ftEbtHurricaneGuide  
Pages 56 - 58 of the guide offers an extensive list.                                                                                                                                              

https://bit.ly/31ftEbtHurricaneGuide
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A Word from the Mayor 
 
This has been one of the most interesting 
years I can remember. On top of everything 
we have dealt with, Hurricane Sally came 
along in September and gave us yet another 
challenge. While I believe our community 
was largely spared from the devastation our 
neighbors to the west experienced, we saw 
tremendous amounts of storm surge, power 
outages, localized flooding and property 
damage. 
 
On a positive note, we were prepared. Our 
community not only made good decisions 
prior to the storm such as closing schools, 
deploying sandbag stations, sharing weather 
alerts, and manning water and wastewater 
stations, we also responded immediately 
after the storm passed and began what I saw 
as a herculean effort to get FWB back on 
track.  
 
My hat is off to the countless volunteers who 
spent hours helping neighbors and city parks 
crews clean up debris. The City’s public works 
and utility staff made sure we never lost clean 
drinking water and quickly took care of 
wastewater issues caused by flooding. City 
sanitation workers began garbage and 
debris removal while the winds were still 
pushing through our area to help residents 
and businesses quickly get back to normal.  
 
I can’t say enough about our City workforce 
and our community. While we continue to be 
hit with challenges this year, I am beyond 
proud of our responses.  
 
Keep up the good work, FWB! 
 

   Sincerely,  
 

   Dick Rynearson 
   Mayor  
   Fort Walton Beach 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Florida City  
Government  
Week 2020 
 
Florida City 
Government Week 
will take place 
October 19-25, 2020. 

This week-long celebration is fostered by the 
Florida League of Cities as a time to celebrate, 
showcase and engage citizens in the work of 
municipal government. The City of Fort Walton 
Beach is a “full-service” city, providing many 
needs and amenities to residents and 
businesses. This year look for special messages 
and information during the week of October 19-
25 that highlight city employees, projects, 
services and so much more. The City Council 
will also present a proclamation for Florida City 
Government Week at its October 13, 2020, 
meeting. Follow the city on social media to see 
all of the wonderful things going on in FWB! 
 
 
Fire Services Assessment 
 
On Wednesday, September 9, The Fort Walton 
Beach City Council adopted Resolution 2020-13 
establishing the City’s fire services assessment 
rates and method of collection for FY 2020-21, 
which begins October 1, 2020. The method of 
collection for FY 2020-21 will be the property tax 
bill. A letter regarding this was included in the 
August TRIM Notice. The assessment was 
collected on the City utility bill in FY 2019-20. 
 
The purpose of this assessment is to fund fire 
protection services benefiting improved 
property within the City of Fort Walton Beach. 
The estimated annual assessment revenue for 
the Fiscal Year October 1, 2020, through 
September 30, 2021, is $1,152,767. Details 
including rates, exemptions and the tax roll can 
be found at www.fwb.org/fireassessment.  
 
 
Upcoming Meetings  
 
Location: City Hall. Dates and times subject to 
change. See www.fwb.org/agenda for details 
• October 13: City Council Meeting at 6 p.m. 
• October 27: City Council Meeting at 6 p.m. 
• November 17: City Council Meeting at  

6 p.m. 
• December 15: City Council Meeting at  

6 p.m. 
 

http://www.fwb.org/fireassessment
http://www.fwb.org/agenda
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Coastal Skin Surgery & Dermatology 
914 Mar Walt Drive Suite A 

Fort Walton Beach, FL 32547 
(850) 314-7546   coastalskinsurgery.com 
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