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WE ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME 

 
January 17, 2021 ~ Race Relations Sunday 

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                        
  
PRELUDE     
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
One: Happy are those whose help is in the God of Jacob, 
         whose hope rests on the Eternal their God, 
All:   Maker of heaven and earth, the sea, and all they contain, 
         Keeper of truth forever, 
One: Granter of justice to the oppressed, 
         Provider of bread to the hungry. 
All:   The Eternal frees the captive. 
         The Eternal opens the eyes of the blind. 
One: The Eternal raises up the bent over. 
         The Eternal loves the righteous. 
All:   The Eternal guards strangers, upholding the orphan and widow, 
         but thwarting the way of the wicked. 
One: The Eternal will reign forever, for all generations. 
All:   Alleluia! 
 
HYMN 191  God Is Our Refuge and Our Strength 
  
OPENING PRAYER  
Thank you, liberating God, for this beloved community, for scripture, and song.  Thank you 
for calling us to that which is high, which is holy, and at times hazardous.  Knit our hearts to 
yours; help us see what you see; restore us to ourselves and to all humanity; set before us the 
freedom and trust that are in Christ. With the help of the Holy Spirit, help us fulfill our 
sacred call to follow Him.  Amen.  
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Eternal Creator of all, you created us as your children. As your children we are all related.  
We have denied our relationship to one another. We have divided what you declare whole.  
We have devalued what you declare worthy.  We have defiled what you claim as holy.  
Forgive us for our fear, our desire for power, our thirst for justice without mercy.  Forgive us 
for seeing ourselves as separate and our siblings as other.  Help us to see in ourselves and in 
one another what you see in us.  Empower us to tear down the boundaries that separate us 
from one another and, inevitably from you.  May we be for others the refuge we find in you.  
Renew our hearts, O God, through the power of your son, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 



DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS      
                                
PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 
OFFERING 
Friends, God has given us many good gifts, and God calls us to respond. You may send an offering 
to the church in the mail to 10 Academy Street Cold Spring, or donate on our website via paypal at 
www.presbychurchcoldspring.org 
                                   
OFFERTORY PRAYER                                     
     
FIRST READING   Exodus 3: 1-12 

GOSPEL READING Matthew 5:13-16                            

SERMON     “When Faith Ignites Us” 
    
HYMN 2171 (Sing The Faith)  Make Me A Channel of Your Peace 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
HYMN  2172   We Are Called   
 
BENEDICTION   
                                                                                       
POSTLUDE           
 
We are grateful to our guest in the virtual pulpit this morning, The Rev. Martha Louise 
Harkness. Martha Louise is the Pastoral Care Minister at Marymount Convent in 
Tarrytown, NY.  She provides pastoral care and faith programs for the 60 retired Sisters with 
whom she works.  She has a B.S.W. from Alma College in Michigan,and an M.Div. from 
McCormick Theological Seminary in Chicago.  Originally from Michigan, she and David 
moved to NY in 1991, where he served as Pastor of the Irvington Presbyterian Church for 
over 25 years.  They live in Ossining, NY with their two adult sons, John and Andrew. She 
says, "We feel very blessed to be a part of the FPCP community."  
 

HYMN TEXTS 
 
GOD IS OUR REFUGE AND OUR STRENGTH 

1. God is our refuge and our strength, our ever present aid, 
And therefore, though the earth remove, we will not be afraid 
 

2. Though hills amid the seas be cast, though foaming waters roar, 
 Yea, though the mighty billows shake the mountains on the shore. 
 

3. Where God abides a river flows; that city will rejoice. 
But nations fear and kingdoms shake before God’s thundering voice. 
 

4. Since God is in the midst of it, the city walls shall stand, 
Secure and safe with God’s sure help, when trouble is at hand. 



 
MAKE ME A CHANNEL OF YOUR PEACE 
Make me a channel of your peace. Where there is hatred, let me bring your love. 
Where there is injury, your pardon, Lord, and where there’s doubt, true faith in you. 
 
Make me a channel of your peace. Where there’s despair in life, let me bring hope. 
Where there is darkness, only light, and where there’s sadness, ever joy. 
 
Oh, Master grant that I may never seek so much to be consoled as to console. 
To be understood as to understand, to be loved as to love with all my soul. 
 
Make me a channel of your peace. It is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
In giving of ourselves that we receive, and in dying that we’re born to eternal life. 
 
 
WE ARE CALLED 
Come! Live in the light! Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord! 
We are called to be light for the kingdom, to live in the freedom of the city of God! 
 
Refrain: We are called to act with justice, we are called to love tenderly, 
   We are called to serve one another, to walk humbly with God! 
 
Come! Open your heart! Show your mercy to all those in fear! 
We are called to be hope for the hopeless so all hatred and blindness will be no more!  
 
Refrain: We are called to act with justice, we are called to love tenderly, 
   We are called to serve one another, to walk humbly with God! 
 
Sing! Sing a new song! Sing of that great day when all will be one! 
God will reign, and we’ll walk with each other as sisters and brothers united in love! 
 
Refrain: We are called to act with justice, we are called to love tenderly, 
   We are called to serve one another, to walk humbly with God! 
 


