
• The Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department (LASD) at a glance
• Established in 1850 and employs more than 10,000 

deputies
• Runs the nation’s largest jail system
• Patrols approximately 2,500 of the county’s 4,000 square 

miles
• Its oversized budget is about $3.5 billion

• Los Angeles County Sheriff Alex Villanueva pulled a major bait 
and switch on voters and has...
• Repeatedly violated the law
• Obstructed civilian oversight, defying lawful subpoenas
• Created a “secret police unit” to pursue investigations with 

the purpose of intimidating and harassing oversight 
officials, including initiating a criminal investigation of the 
Inspector General

• Misused county funds to pursue his political agenda
• Overseen a dramatic increase in deputy shootings and 

record-level deaths in the jails under his watch
• Worsened violations of the Rosas v. Baca consent decree
• ...



In the face of Sheriff Alex Villanueva’s bait-and-switch on immigration, our 
Check the Sheriff Coalition’s Zero ICE Transfers campaign ended warrantless ICE 
transfers, once and for all.

• Despite his campaign promises to kick ICE out of the jails, Villanueva kept 
transferring Angelenos in LASD custody to ICE for immigration detention and 
deportation. In 2019, during Villanueva’s first year as sheriff, LASD 
transferred 457 Angelenos to ICE.

• Villanueva refused to stop ICE transfers at the start of the COVID-19 
Pandemic, endangering many detained people’s lives



• In April 2020, we forced Villanueva to issue a moratorium on ICE transfers.

• On September 1, 2020, with Sup. Hilda Solis's leadrship, we passed a Board 
of Supervisors motion to establish a County policy prohibiting all ICE 
transfers absent a judicial warrant (Ending ICE Transfers Without a Judicial 
Warrant in LA County).

For a more in-depth narrative: https://www.checkthesheriff.com/zero-ice-
transfers

http://file.lacounty.gov/SDSInter/bos/supdocs/148413.pdf
https://www.checkthesheriff.com/zero-ice-transfers


• For more than five decades, tattooed white 
supremacists, neo-nazi deputy gangs among the ranks 
and management of LASD have wreaked havoc in Los 
Angeles, costing county taxpayers at least $100 million 
since the 1990s.

• Deputy gang members have hunted, framed, beaten, 
shot, and killed people of color for prestige and 
membership (“ink”) (e.g., Franky Carrillo was 
wrongfully convicted and spent 20 years in prison after 
being framed by a Lynwood Vikings deputy gang 
member, costing county taxpayers $10 million).

https://knock-la.com/tradition-of-violence-lasd-gang-history/
https://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-francisco-carrillo-settlement-20160719-snap-story.html


• Promoting a "code of silence," Sheriff Villanueva has 
enabled deputy gangs and problem deputies to engage 
in greater misconduct and excessive force.

• There has been growing investigations and national 
attention on LASD deputy gangs.



When Villanueva was elected sheriff of L.A. County last 
year, one of his first orders of business was creating a 
“truth and reconciliation” process to reinstate officers that 
had been fired by his predecessor for everything from 
unreasonable use of force to domestic violence. 

Source: 
https://www.lamag.com/citythinkblog/villanueva-
domestic-violence-mandoyan/



“And what is 80% of my workforce? Conservative and far right.” -- Villanueva

• A couple weeks ago, we learned of the internal LASD 
communications was sgared with the tagline “Go Brandon Go 
Brandon Go Brandon!!!!!!!!!” — just the most recent demonstration 
that LASD is a white supremacist institution.

• A recent state audit of five law enforcement agencies — including 
LASD — found support for far-right extremist groups among their 
ranks, including for the Proud Boys and the Three Percenters. The 
report, Law Enforcement Departments Have Not Adequately 
Guarded Against Biased Conduct — Report 2021-105 (ca.gov), also 
found in these agencies evidence of bias toward people of color, 
immigrants, women, and the LGBTQ community — while there was a 
lack of appropriate policies to root out such bias, investigate 
allegations, and correct it once identified.

http://auditor.ca.gov/pdfs/reports/2021-105.pdf


Villanueva's Retaliation Against Anyone Daring to Speak

• Through his "secret police unit," Villanueva even 
initiated a criminal investigation of the Inspector 
General Max Huntsman, and later made a wild 
accusation without a shred of evidence that Huntsman 
was a "Holocaust denier."

• After L.A. Times reporter Alene Tchekmedyian reported 
that Villanueva himself directed the cover-up of a 
deputy kneeling on the head of a handcuffed individual 
in custody for 3 minutes, Villanueva held a press 
conference in which he said LASD was criminally 
investigating the reporter. Only after a huge backlash, 
Villanueva walked back his earlier statements and tried 
to gaslight the public.



Complete Disregard for Community Members

Andrés Guardado was an 18-year-old Salvadoran-
American man shot in the back and was killed by a 
Deputy Sheriff from the Los Angeles County Sheriff's.

Guardado ran from two uniformed police officers into 
an alley, where he died after being shot by deputies. 

Accounts of the incident are disputed between police 
and witnesses. Store-owner Andrew Heney reported 
that several cameras at the scene, including a digital 
video recorder that stored surveillance footage, were 
taken and destroyed by police.

Guardado's family are immigrants that fled violence and political instability in El Salvador from the Salvadoran Civil War. 
His father currently works as a service worker and is a part of the union UNITE HERE Local 11. This is one of many victims. 

Watch UNITE HERE Local 11’s video

https://twitter.com/UNITEHERE11/status/1545476380225220608?s=20&t=GnslSXRGipJYEuDelGkGHA


Harassment of Families Impacted by Sheriff Violence
On an almost daily basis, LASD deputies try to intimidate impacted family 
members by:
• Driving slowly by or parking in front of their homes and memorial sites
• Damaging items at memorial sites
• Taunting family members with rude comments, gestures, smirks, and laughter; 

following family members while they are driving
• Parking outside family members’ workplaces
• Taking pictures of or recording family members

Deputies have also engaged in more serious and often illegal forms of 
harassment on a number of occasions, including:
• Targeting family members for arrest and detention without probable cause,
• Frequently pulling over family members and searching their vehicles
• Harassing family members of minor age.



Charter Amendment for Sheriff Accountability

Villanueva is not the first sheriff to abuse power, and unless we create 
meaningful mechanisms to hold a sheriff accountable, he won’t be the last.

ACLU SoCal and more than 100 community and labor organizations are 
urging the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors to propose to the voters 
an amendment to the County Charter that will:

• Create a procedure to allow impeachment and removal of the sheriff
• Reinforce the policy-making authority of the Board and the Civilian 

Oversight Commission 
• Establish permanent, independent, and more robust civilian oversight of 

the LASD

Video of February 7, 2022 Demand on Board

https://twitter.com/CheckSheriff/status/1490874517925031938?s=20&t=QGdedpCetn_4HIXvgyJZdQ


Charter Amendment for Sheriff Accountability

Coalition sign-on letter: checkthesheriff.com/demandletter

http://www.checkthesheriff.com/demandletter
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Closing & 
What's Next?

Take Action!

1. Sign on to our coalition letter and submit a separate 
organizational letter to the Board

2. Submit written public comment via:
checkthesheriff.com/action 

3. Call your Supervisor – see our toolkit: 
tinyurl.com/CTSToolkitJuly2022

4. Share our tl;dr: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3HB5zJ6nb3s

Upcoming Board of 
Supervisors meetings

• July 26

• August 2


