
Black Lives Matter at First U! 

What: A film screening of the new, award-winning Passage at St. Augustine and 

post-screening discussion with the filmmaker, Clennon King. 

When & where: It happened on Sunday afternoon, September 25, 2016, at 

Yarmouth's Merrill Memorial Library. 

Why: to address current issues, reflect on the past, and to honor one Maine man 

who put his life on the line for Civil Rights back in 1964. 

We got to present the official document authorized by the State of Maine! It was 

awarded to Rev. William L. England! (see text below) through his granddaughter, 

since Rev. England is now quite elderly and residing in Oxford, ME.  

Key to this event were two ingredients that First Universalist provided:  

1. Rev. Jennifer supported the application process through which the State 

confers such awards 

2. Smiling, friendly congregation members welcomed audience-members, many 

of whom were previously unfamiliar with our church and library. 

 

Whereas 84-year-old Rev. William L. England is a long-time resident of Oxford, ME; 

And whereas 52 years ago, while serving as chaplain at Boston University, he 

heeded a call from Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Southern Christian Leadership 

Conference to help combat the segregation laws in St. Augustine, Florida; 

And whereas on Tuesday, March 31, 1964, Rev. England teamed up with the 

mother of the governor of Massachusetts, Mary Parkman Peabody, to sit in at a 

segregated Ponce De Leon Motor Lodge in St. Augustine where he was arrested and 

jailed; 

And whereas two months later, on Tuesday, June 9th, during a night march to St. 

Augustine’s Slave Market, Rev. England was attacked by a Klansman, who knocked 

him down and kicked him repeatedly until a young black boy threw his body across 

the chaplain to protect him; 

And whereas, two days later, on Thursday, June 11th, 1964, Rev. England joined 

Dr. King during an attempted sit-in at the Monson Motor Lodge and was arrested 

and jailed again; 

And whereas his efforts and sacrifice half a century ago were not in vain, but helped 

position the St. Augustine campaign as the driving agent in the passage of the 

landmark Civil Rights Act of 1964;  

Now, therefore, be it resolved that Sunday, September 25th 2016 be declared by 

the Great State of Maine Rev. William L. England Day. 


