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First Universalist Exposé Uncovers Little-Known Details 

   Sexuality Education  

        at Church? 

The senior youth group 

at the First Universalist 

Church of Yarmouth, 

has long been a secre-

tive group—exactly 

what do those teens get 

up to on Sunday  

afternoons at the 

church? It turns out that 

this Fall they’ve been 

participating in Our 

Whole Lives, a  

comprehensive human 

sexuality education  

program that  

encourages and  

promotes self-worth, 

sexual health,  

responsibility, and  

justice and inclusivity. 

The discussions,  

activities, sharing, and 

information in OWL 

has led to three new 

youth joining the group. 

When certified OWL 

facilitator, Steve  

Thomas, was reached 

for comment, he  

responded: “The first 

rule of OWL is that you 

don’t talk about OWL.”  

In closed door  

discussions, the  

Stewardship Committee 

has referred to the sale 

of preloaded gift cards 

to Starbucks, L.L. 

Bean, Amazon, iTunes, 

Marshalls, and Books-

A-Million as a “WIN-

WIN” situation.  

Available for the first 

time at the Evergreen 

Holiday Fair, with each 

gift card purchased 

First U makes a  

percentage of the face 

value of every card. 

And our reporters have 

discovered that each 

gift card also comes 

with a free handmade 

card holder to “jazz it 

up.” Quantities are  

limited, but you can 

purchase any leftover 

cards at coffee hour on 

Sunday morning. Other 

cards are also available 

to order for holiday gift 

giving.  

Daring reporting has 

uncovered details  

regarding the finances 

of the church. The 

treasurer has  

communicated that 

pledge payments are 

coming in, and as of 

November 15, a total of 

$55,000 has been  

received since our  

fiscal year began July 

1, 2016. In a publicly 

released statement, the 

Stewardship Committee 

offered their gratitude, 

writing: “This is a great 

start—thanks to all who 

have pledged.”  

Reporters also  

uncovered further  

details relating to the 

financial health of First 

Universalist, noting that 

in order for the church 

to stay on target to pay 

for general operations 

of the church,  a  

total of $75,000  

must be reached  

by December  

31, 2016.  

Underneath the  

Tinsel and Trappings: 

Gift Cards at the  

         Holiday Fair 

Church Financials— 
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