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Introduction
Letter from Joanna Allison, Executive Director

To all of you,

 Each year as Executive Director I have expressed my gratitude for
your work as VLP Board, VLP Staff, and volunteers and have asked
you to stay committed to our clients and our mission. This year, I do
the same with a bittersweet goodbye as I leave VLP in your
capable hands and ride off in search of the North Carolina sunset.
 
 WE have faced many challenges during my time at VLP as a staff
attorney and as Executive Director from threatened funding cuts
to a global pandemic, to several economic recessions and more, all
of which harm the communities we serve the most. You who are
here, and those who have passed through our doors have risen to
those challenges, faced the hard times, and continued to work
hard for our clients and our cause. And now, in these times of
incomprehensible ill will toward the people we serve, I leave my
position here grateful, humbled, and awed that you still support
and hold high regard for our work and our clients.
 
It has been my mantra, in the words of
James Baldwin, that “Not everything that is
faced can be changed; but nothing can be
changed that is not faced”. Please do not
lose the confidence to wish for more.
 
 Yours,
 Joanna Allison

Joanna Allison
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Community Impact

14,658 people assisted
10,468 people received info

& referral 
4,190 people received legal

services 
13,347 service requests

fielded by ERLI
4



Series 1

0 500 1000 1500 2000 2500 3000

Bankruptcy

Consumer

Employment

Family & Guardianship

Housing

Rent & Mortgage Assistance

Wills/ Advance Directives

Case Breakdown

Bankruptcy- 133
Consumer- 575
Employment- 235

Family/ Guardianship- 1,050
Housing- 2,696
Rent & Mortgage Assistance- 56
Wills/ Advance Directives- 83

5



the judge many times without a favorable resolution, until
Attorney Sarason picked up the case in October 2022.   For two
years, Ernie dedicated over 80 hours to this case, advocating
for his client and ensuring her voice was heard. With the
invaluable assistance of Attorney Dick Bauer, Attorney Sarason
argued that the hearings should have included evidence of
the contractor's actual damages done by the contractor, which
had not been presented in any of the hearings. On September
30, 2024, the District Court Appellate Division reversed the
amount of the judgment and ordered that no damages be
awarded to the contractor and Ernie’s client didn’t owe a dime.
This case is a testament to Attorney Sarason's skill and hard
work; Congratulations, Ernie! 
 

Success Stories

Pro Bono Attorney Ernie Sarason, a retired
judge, wins case in the District Court
Appellate Division. The case began a
decade ago, when a contractor claimed
our client owed him more than $20,000 for
a $7,500 deck job that he never finished.
The contractor sued for payment and,
despite presenting no evidence of
damages, the judge awarded him more
than $20,000 in damages against the
client. The case went back and forth with

Appeals

66



Success Stories
Bankruptcy

VLP Pro Bono Attorney Maegan Hurley recalls
a case she worked on regarding a client who
had to relocate from her home country to
Massachusetts after a natural disaster struck
her town, preventing her from receiving the
medical treatment she needed. Leaving
almost all her belongings behind, she came to
Massachusetts to temporarily stay with family
as she sorted out her medical needs. Soon
after her move, she began receiving
threatening calls and letters from creditors. Already dealing with
the anxieties of adjusting to a new country, this client came to
VLP fearful and in need of urgent legal assistance. VLP paired
her with Attorney Hurley who dedicated time to advocating for
this client. Maegan filed a Chapter 7 Bankruptcy for her and was
able to get the bankruptcy case discharged of over $23,000 in
debt. Maegan shares: “When I met her at the courthouse for her
bankruptcy meeting, she was trembling she was so nervous, but
once the meeting was over, she held my hand and said how she
can finally move on fresh and without fear. At her invitation I
later visited her at her brand-new apartment, where she proudly
showed me how she was slowly beginning to acquire furniture
and make it a home’. This story is a true testament to what a
difference a helping hand can make. Thank you for your
dedication to our clients, Maegan! 

7



Success Stories
Housing

 In 2024, an 87-year-old woman came to VLP
seeking assistance with an eviction case. This
client had been renting a unit from a dear friend
and philanthropist who only charged her a few
dollars per month. Unfortunately, upon the
passing of this friend, she was served eviction
papers from the personal representative of her
now- deceased landlord’s estate, arguing that
she owed thousands of dollars and never signed
a lease even though she did sign a lease that is
valid until mid- 2025. Stressed and on the verge
 of displacement, VLP was able to pair her with Pro Bono Attorney
Zohra Yaqhubi, who argued that the case should be dismissed since
the Plaintiff identified the wrong person in both the Notice to Quit
and Summons and Complaint. The judge agreed and dismissed the
case, allowing this client to move on and live stress free of a potential
eviction.  Attorney Yaqhubi shared: “This case was a textbook lesson
in the consequences of unequal access to legal representation.
Despite my client having a valid lease under which she was
occupying her residence, the opposing party had the financial means
to hire a full team of incredulous lawyers who refused to accept that
she could rightfully live in the North End at the nominal rent she was
paying. As a result, they sought to weaponize the complexity of
housing court and the threat of eviction to their advantage. Luckily,
VLP was able to connect me with my client just before a critical court
date. That partnership gave us the chance to level the playing field,
secure her housing and restore her peace of mind. Our justice system
rests on the promise that rich and poor alike are treated equally.
While reality often falls short of that ideal, VLP’s work helps tip the
scales back towards fairness. I am grateful for the opportunity to work
with the organization and be part of that work.” Thank you, Zohra, for
your contribution to VLP! 

7
8



$2,627,022.43
Bankruptcy &

Consumer Debt
discharged

 $7,211.97 
Lost Wages
Recovered

 $76,643.17 
Rental Mortgage

Assistance
Obtained

 $ 1,189,826.85
Rent arrears

waived/
collected

 $149,706 
Child/ Spousal

Support awarded/
ordered

 $256, 314.76
Unemployment

benefits awarded/
preserved

Financial Outcomes
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Volunteer Impact

14,921 Pro Bono Hours
1,384 Case Volunteers
423 Clinic Volunteers

 1,265 Cases with Pro Bono
Participation
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Financials
Revenue & Expenses for the Years Ended

December 31, 2023 & 2024 

2023
Total Revenue                          Amount                     % of Total 

Grants & Contracts                   5,048,755                               94%

Contributions                                 172,622                                 3%

Other Income                                 172,516                                  3%

Total Expenses                          Amount                     % of Total 

Program                                       4,736,138                                91%

Management                                388,661                                 8%

Fundraising                                     57, 819                                  1%



Financials

11

Revenue & Expenses for the Years Ended
December 31, 2023 & 2024 

2024
Total Revenue                          Amount                     % of Total 

Grants & Contracts                    4,033,839                                87%

Contributions                                 332,619                                  7%

Other Income                               260,833                                  6%

Total Expenses                          Amount                     % of Total 

Program                                       3,662,469                               89%

Management                               400,700                                10%

Fundraising                                      60,018                                  1%

Every dollar contributed helps our clients stay in their
homes, recover from debt, and get a fresh start.

Support our mission and help expand access to justice.
 ➡ Donate or volunteer at vlpnet.org

https://vlpnet.org/
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Gideon’s Trumpet Awardees

Denis Maguire Awardees

HON.  ERNEST L. SARASON RET. 
2023 Awardee
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MAEGAN HURLEY, ESQ.
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JULIUS HALSTEAD, ESQ. 
2024 Awardee

MORGAN BROWN, ESQ..
2023 Awardee DAVID FERRERA, ESQ. 

2023 Awardee
KIRKLAND & ELLIS

2023 Awardee 13



Donors
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Amazon Smile
Anderson & Kreiger LLP
Benevity Community Impact Fund
Boston Bar Foundation
Brown Rudnick LLP
Casner & Edwards, LLP
Conn Kavanaugh Rosenthal Peisch & Ford
Foley Hoag LLP
Give Lively Foundation
Goodwin Procter LLP
Greenberg Traurig, LLP
Jewish Community Foundation
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Leonard, Mulherin & Greene P.C.
McCarter & English LLP
Mintz Levin Cohn Ferris Glovsky and Popeo PC
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
Morrison Foerster
Nutter McClennen & Fish LLP
Ontra
Pillar Search
Robins Kaplan LLP
Ropes & Gray LLP
RSM Boston Foundation
Seyfarth Shaw Charitable Foundation
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP
The Village Bank
The Well Coffee House Boston
Town Fair Tire Foundation, Inc.
United Way of Rhode Island
WilmerHale
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati Foundation
ichard & Rosemary Allen
Joanna Allison
Anonymous Donors
Sarah Beigbeder Petty
Isaac Beke
Walter Bernheimer
Arlene Bernstein
Peter Bilowz
Deborah Bornheimer
Shahira Boston Kidd
Alissa Brill
Emily Brunner
Irene Burns
Frances Carney
Christopher Clark
Andrew Cohn

Catherine Conneely
Jill Crockett
Gene Dahmen
Patrick Daly
Douglas Denny-
Brown
Regina Dugan
Brian Dunphy
Katherine Dyson
Buchanan Ewing
Martin Fantozzi
Joan Feeney
Richard Ferguson
David & Vinita Ferrera
Ann Fitzgerald
Reg & Barbie Foster
Mia Friedman
Brendan Furey
Bill Gabovitch
Soren Gabrielsen
Theresa Gaffney
Susan Gedrick
Brian Gilmore
Edward Ginsburg
Steven Greenzang
Erin Higgins
Michael & Ingrid
Hillinge
Linda Illig
Lisa Jacobson
Joseph Kaigler
Alexis Kaplan
Sarah Kelly
Dede Ketover
Peter Kochansky
Martha Koster
Raymond Kwasnick
Mary Lee
Daphne Lopes
Anthony Martin
Richard McCarthy
Diane McDermott
Josephine McNeil
Alan Minuskin
Maureen Monks
Thomas Monti
Kathleen Morris
Samuel Moskowitz
Justin Murphy
Stephanie Neely
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Daniel Ossoff
Cindy Palmquist
Michael Pappone
William Patton
Susan Pereira
Julia Peyton
Steven Pohl
Scott Pomfret
Karen Quandt
Carla Reeves
Kenneth Reich
William Roberts
Ryan Rosenblatt
Stuart Rossman
Peter Roth
Deborah Rubin
David Russcol
Mary Ryan
David Sacks
Ernest Sarason
Adriana Schick
Jan Shepardl

Barbara Siegel
Suzanne Smal
Danielle Spang
Bernadette Stark
Charles Steenburg
Theodore Sterrett
Robert & Judith Whitney Terry
Barbara Theberge
Sharon Toffler
Paul Tremblay
Bruce Tribush
Anwar Wahab
Adrienne Walker
Albert Wallis
Martha Williams
Joanne Winchenbach
Tamara Wolfson
Lynne Xerras

2024
Anna Allard
Joanna Allison
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Hon. Joan Feeney (Ret.)
Peter Fellman 
Richard Ferguson 

Ropes & Gray LLP
Ontra
WilmerHale
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Skadden Arps, Slate, Meagher, Flom
LLP and Affiliates
Brown Rudnick LLP
Goodwin Proctor LLP 
Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky,
and Popeo
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
Nutter Mcclennen & Fish LLP
Beth Israel Lahey
Foley Hoag LLP
Greenberg Traurig, LLP
McCarter & English LLP
Seyfarth Shaw LLP
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati
Foundation
Page Consulting LLC
Ekaru
Leonard, Mulherin, & Greene
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Susan Houston
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Dede Ketover 
Adam khan
Peter Kochansky
Mason Kortz Martha
Koster Raymond
Kwasnick 
Natasha Lewis 
Nicole Lim 
Jibran Malek Anthony
Martin Richard
McCarthy 
Josephine McNeil Alan
Minuskin Rostislav
Molodyko Timothy
Murphy Stephanie Neely
Mark Norton Melissa
O'Berg Daniel Ossoff
Michael Pappone

Leslie Patton Susan
Pereira Sergey Petrov
Julia Peyton Steven D.
Pohl Scott Pomfret
Michael Ponsor Mark
Preble 
Karen Quandt
Kenneth Reich
Lynne Riley 
William Roberts 
Ryan Rosenblatt 
Stuart Rossman 
Victoria Rothbaum  
Deborah Rubin
Colin Rule
Mary Ryan 
David Sacks 
Ernest Sarason
Adriana Schick
Barbara Shiers 
Amy Siegel 
Barbara Siegel
J. Peter Sliker 
Suzanne Small Marilyn
Smith
Jeremiah Spaulding
Bernadette Stark
Theodore Sterrett
Barbara Theberge
Sharon Toffler
Bruce Tribush
Laura Unflat 
Martha Williams
Tamara Wolfson
Lynne Xerras
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Thank you for your support in our
mission of creating access to

justice!

-The VLP Team


