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VAl \\YOR'S NOTES

elcome to a special edition of our newsletter, Voices
of Plainfield. This edition celebrates the inspiring
stories that make up our diverse community.

As your Mayor, I am honored to share the rich history
and vibrant culture that defines Plainfield. From its roots
as a city built by New York's wealthy to the resilience of
our strong Black community during the Plainfield
rebellion to today with a thriving downtown defined by
small businesses and highlighting the investment of our

TABLE OF % Latino community. Plainfield is a true microcosm of

greater America and proudly owns her spot as the melting

CONTENTS pot of New Jersey.

In this edition and a series of upcoming Spring

Newsletters, we shine the spotlight on remarkable

04 SHAPING individuals who have been nurtured by our city. Prepare

to be inspired by community catalysts like Lamar

CINEMATIC Mackson, who passionately brought the film industry to

HORIZONS Plainfield through the Queen City Film Festival, and

" ' Jhoanny Ortega, the visionary owner of "La Terraza"

Lamar MaCk_so’.' S : restaurant on Watchung Ave., who chose Plainfield as her

Impact on Plainfield's second home and culinary canvas. Our city nurtures

Industry and on except.ior.lal individuals Who are_committed to the growth
Emerging Filmmakers" of Plainfield and are making their mark.

Voices of Plainfield brings these inspiring stories directly

06 EMBRACING to your homes, connecting you with the people who make

our city great, one story at a time. Plainfield is about

PROGRESS community; get ready to be inspired by the resilience,
"Longtime Resident commitment, creativity, and accomplishments of our
Bobby Gregory Speaks fellow Plainfielders.

C‘”ldidly about P, lal'nﬁelds You may have been born here or stake your claim to the
Transformation" Queen City through migration. However, once a

Plainfielder, always a Plainfielder. Let's embrace the

differences that make us unique and celebrate the

08 NURTURING commonalities that bring us together as one city.
Together, we are building the city of the future, a
CHILDHQQD Plainfield that no one can forget.
DREAMS

""Deborah Pearyer's Love CREATING ONE PLAINFIELD. ONE FUTURE.
and Impact on Early .
Childhood Education" Sincerely,

10 ROOTS OFF

SUCCESS Afsar (T e

"Joanny Ortega's Journey as
an Entrepreneur in Adrian O. Mapp, Mayor
Plainfield"
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& NOTA DEL
ALCANDE

ienvenido a una edicion especial de nuestro

boletin, Voices of Plainfield. Esta edicion

celebra las historias inspiradoras que

conforman nuestra diversa comunidad.
Como su alcalde, me siento honrado de compartir
la rica historia y la vibrante cultura que define a
Plainfield. Desde sus raices como una ciudad
construida por los ricos de Nueva York hasta la
resiliencia de nuestra fuerte comunidad negra
durante la rebelion de Plainfield hasta hoy con un
centro prospero definido por pequenas empresas y
destacando la inversion de nuestra comunidad
latina. Plainfield es un verdadero microcosmos del
gran Estados Unidos y orgullosamente posee su
lugar como el crisol de Nueva Jersey.roudly owns
her spot as the melting pot of New Jersey.

En esta serie, destacamos a personas notables que
han surgido de nuestra ciudad. Preparese para
inspirarse en catalizadores de la comunidad como
Lamar Mackson, quien trajo apasionadamente para
traer la industria cinematografica a Plainfield a
través del Festival de Cine de Queen City, y
Jhoanny Ortega, la visionaria propietaria del
restaurante "La Terraza Dominicana" en Watchung
Ave., quien eligio a Plainfield como su segundo
hogar y lienzo culinario. Nuestra ciudad nutre a
personas excepcionales que estan dejando su huella.
Voices of Plainfield trae estas historias inspiradoras
directamente a sus hogares, lo que le permite
conectarse con los héroes de nuestra ciudad una
historia a la vez. Preparese para celebrar Ila
resiliencia, la creatividad, y los logros de nuestros
compaiferos Plainfielders.

Es posible que hayas nacido aqui o que hayas
reclamado la Ciudad Reina a través de la
migracién. Sin embargo, una vez Plainfielder,
siempre Plainfielder. Abracemos las diferencias que
nos hacen unicos y celebremos los puntos en comun
que nos unen como una sola ciudad. Juntos
estamos construyendo la ciudad del futuro, un
Plainfield que nadie puede olvidar.

CREANDO UN PLAINFIELD. UN FUTURO.

Atentamente,

i

Adrian O. Mapp, Alcalde
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"El impacto de Lamar Mackson
en la industria cinematogrdfica
Plainfield y los cineastas
emergentes"
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Gregory habla sobre la
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"Joanny Ortega's Journey as
an Entrepreneur in Plainfield"
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SIMTAPING CIN,

HORIZONS =%

Plainfield Native, Founder of Nonstop Show
Group & Queen City Film Festival

IMAGE COURTESY OF LAMAR MACKSON

amar Mackson, a successful Producer and
Assistant Director, has imprinted decisively
on Plainfield's film industry and nurtured a
new generation of young filmmakers.

His impressive filmography includes collaborations
with renowned brands and projects like Justin
Timberlake's "MIRRORS," which won an MTV
VMA award, and popular shows like PATTI'S
PLACE, News Talk Television, Damages,
KITCHEN NIGHTMARES, and Spike Lee's
SUMMER OF SAM.

In 2011, Mackson documented Plainfield native
Alrick Brown's journey at the Sundance Film
Festival, the success of the project inspired him to
establish Nonstop Show Group and the Queen
City Film Festival. Now in its sixth year, the
festival attracts filmmakers from near and far,
showcasing their cinematic masterpieces, making
Plainfield the hub of movie-making creativity, and
providing educational youth programming.

As Chairman of the Union County, NJ Film
Advisory Board, Mackson plays a pivotal role in
shaping Plainfield's film industry, sparking positive

change, and championing its growth.
u
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SMATIC

"Lamar Mackson's Impact on

& Plainfields Film Industry and

on Emerging Filmmakers"

In a candid Q&A session, he shares his journey,
motivations, and the impact of his work on the
community. His passion for filmmaking began
during high school, where he gained practical
experience as a stagehand, leading him to initiate
the Queen City Film and Television Workshop.
Mackson and his team support local filmmakers
through this nonprofit organization, offering
programs like the Future Filmmakers Program,
film festivals, and free screenings to cultivate an
inclusive film environment in Plainfield.

The evolution of Plainfield and its influence on
Mackson's work have become evident over the
years. He embraces changes in the community,
such as introducing film permits and regulations,
and recognizes their importance for economic
impact and representation. Despite challenges

and criticisms, Plainfield has "] choose to

risen and 1is thriving, and .
Mackson's dedication to his Stz.ly 1L
hometown is unwavering as he Plainfield
proudly contributes to its because I
growth. He has been shaped know the

by Plainfield’s rich history and
inspired by the exceptional
individuals it has produced.

value of the
gemstone we
possess."

ackson highlights the transformative
power of his organization by sharing the

success story of Aaliyah Plumber, a

talented  Plainfield native who  pursued
filmmaking and now serves as the as the president
of the Howard University Film Organization.
This exemplifies the impact of Mackson's
program on aspiring filmmakers.

As the interview concludes, Mackson advises
aspiring filmmakers without resources or support
to leverage the accessibility provided by modern
technology, such as high-quality cameras in their
pockets, online resources like Google and
YouTube, and connecting with fellow creators.
He emphasizes the importance of staying focused,
practicing diligently, and building a strong
foundation to realize their dreams.



DAND@&FFORMA AY.OS HORIZ@NTES
CINEMATQGRAFICQS "El impacto de Lamar

Nativo de Plainfield, fundador de Nonstop Show

Group y del Festival de Cine de Queen City

amar Mackson, un exitoso productor y

asistente de direccion, dio forma a la

industria cinematografica de Plainfield
y nutrid6 a
impresionante
colaboraciones con marcas y proyectos de

jovenes  cineastas. Su
filmografia incluye

renombre como "MIRRORS" de Justin
Timberlake, que gan6 un premio MTV
VMA, y programas populares como PATTI'S
PLACE, News Talk Television, Damages,
KITCHEN NIGHTMARES y SUMMER
OF SAM de Spike Lee. En 2011, Mackson
documento el viaje del nativo de Plainfield,
Alrick Brown, en el Festival de Cine de
Sundance, lo que lo inspir6 a establecer
Nonstop Show Group y el Festival de Cine
de Queen City. Este evento anual, ahora en
su sexto afo, atrae a cineastas de todas
partes, mostrando sus obras maestras
cinematograficas y brindando programaciéon
educativa para jovenes.

Como presidente de la Junta Asesora de Cine
del condado de Union, NJ, Mackson
desempefia un papel fundamental en la
configuracion de la industria cinematografica
de Plainfield, creando un cambio positivo y
defendiendo su crecimiento.

F.‘..W i

Mackson en la industria
== cinematogrdfica Plainfield
v los cineastas emergentes"

En una sincera sesion de ''Elegi quedarme

preguntas |y  respuestas, en Plainfield
Mackson comparte su viaje, 2|
motivaciones y el impacto porque se €

de su trabajo en la valor de la piedra
comunidad. Su pasion porel  preciosa que

cine comenzé durante la "

] poseemos .
escuela secundaria,
donde adquiri6 experiencia practica como

tramoyista, lo que lo llevo a iniciar el Taller de Cine
y Television de Queen City. A través de esta
organizacion sin fines de lucro, Mackson y su
equipo apoyan a los cineastas locales, ofreciendo
programas como el Programa Film Future
Filmmakers, festivales de cine y proyecciones
gratuitas para cultivar un entorno cinematografico
inclusivo en Plainfield.

La evolucién de Plainfield y su influencia en la obra
de Mackson se han hecho evidentes a lo largo de los
afos. Acepta cambios en la comunidad, como la
introduccion de permisos y regulaciones para
peliculas, reconociendo su importancia para el
impacto economico y la representacion.

A pesar de los desafios, Plainfield sigue
prosperando y la dedicacion de Mackson a su
ciudad natal sigue siendo inquebrantable mientras
contribuye a su crecimiento, creyendo en su rica
historia y personas excepcionales.

ackson destaca el poder transformador
de su organizacion al compartir la
historia de éxito de Aaliyah Plumber,

una talentosa nativa de Plainfield que se dedico al
cine y ahora se desempena como presidenta de la
Organizacion de Cine de la Universidad de Howard.

Esto ejemplifica el impacto del programa de
Mackson en los aspirantes a cineastas. Cuando
concluye la entrevista, Mackson aconseja a los
aspirantes a cineastas sin recursos ni apoyo que
aprovechen la accesibilidad que brinda la tecnologia
moderna, como camaras de alta calidad en sus
bolsillos, recursos en linea como Google y YouTube,
y conectarse con otros creadores. El enfatiza la
importancia de mantenerse enfocado, practicar
diligentemente y construir una base solida para
realizar sus suenos.

Y
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PROGRESS

Plainfield Resident Since 1988

obby Gregory, a long-time resident of

Plainfield, New Jersey, has witnessed

the city's remarkable transformation
since moving here in 1988. Born and raised in New
Jersey, Bobby attended local public schools and
later studied at Marquette University. After
working at Procter and Gamble in Ohio, he
returned to New Jersey and settled in Hoboken with
his wife and two children.

In 1988, Bobby made the decision to move his
family to Plainfield, where they were warmly
embraced by the community. Over the years, they
expanded their family, welcoming three more
children. Bobby became an active member of the
community, dedicating his time to coaching for the
Plainfield Soccer Club while his children
participated in various youth sports and activities.

Throughout Plainfield's ups and downs, Bobby has
been an attentive observer. He recalls the optimism
that accompanied Al McWilliams' tenure as mayor,
which unfortunately ended abruptly, leading to a
period of little progress. However, the arrival of
Mayor Mapp brought renewed hope and
excitement. Under Mayor Mapp's focused
leadership and his financial expertise, there was
renewed hope and a buzz in Plainfield. Public safety
significantly improved, setting Plainfield back on
the right path.

Plainfield still has some challenges,
particularly in the education system.

EMBRACING

"People come to

"Longtime Resident Bobby Gregory Speaks
Candlidly about Plainfields Transformation"

regory the cultural

acknowledges
accomplishments in Plainfield, such as the
thriving Plainfield Symphony, the second oldest
symphony in the country, , the DuCret School's success,
and the establishment of the Plainfield Performing Arts
Center (PPAC). He hopes to see further expansion of the
city's arts and culture scene.

Looking ahead, Bobby desires to see more quality
restaurants with liquor licenses in Plainfield. A new
favorite local restaurant is Jessica's Café. Although landing
the number 40 spot on the national YELP listings, it still
struggles due to challenging liquor licensing regulations in
New Jersey. Bobby envisions a vibrant restaurant scene
that caters to the diverse community of Plainfield.

For those considering a move to Plainfield,
Bobby offers a resounding endorsement to

Despite high per-pupil spending, private  Plainfield for 4o it. He believes that Plainfield is a town
schools are often preferred over public the hOllSiIlg that embraces and celebrates diversity,
options. Bobby recognizes the need for stock but stay welcoming people from all backgrounds.
improvement in public schools to benefit for the people Acceptance and inclusivity are core values in
all children. On a positive note, housing d I beli A et community. Bobby firmly believes that
development on North and South N b y people come to Plainfield for the housing
Avenue has attracted new residents and that to be true.

boosted the tax base  without
overwhelming city services. The progress
in this area is inspiring to i
Bobby. i‘-’l“

|:
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stock but stay for the people.

Bobby Gregory's story reflects the power of community
involvement and our resident's unwavering hope for
progress. As a dedicated community member and active
Plainfielder, Bobby's experiences are reflective of many
others and represent the optimism prevalent among our
Queen City residents.
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Residente de Plainfield desde 1988
Nueva Jersey desde hace mucho

B tiempo, ha sido testigo de la notable

transformacion de la ciudad desde que se
mudo alli en 1988. Nacido y criado en Nueva
Jersey, Bobby asistidé a escuelas publicas
locales y luego estudié en la Universidad de
Marquette. Después de trabajar en Procter
and Gamble en Ohio, regresé a Nueva Jersey y
se instald en Hoboken con su esposa y sus dos
hijos.

obby Gregory, residente de Plainﬁeld,

En 1988, Bobby tom¢ la decision de trasladar
a su familia a Plainfield, donde la comunidad
los acogio calurosamente. Con los anos,
ampliaron su familia y dieron la bienvenida a
tres hijos mas. Bobby se convirtid6 en un
miembro activo de la comunidad, dedicando
su tiempo a entrenar para el Plainfield Soccer
Club mientras sus hijos participaban en varios
deportes y actividades juveniles. ﬁ

A lo largo de los altibajos de Plainfield,
Bobby ha sido un observador atento.
Recuerda el optimismo que acompaio el
mandato de Al McWilliams como
alcalde, que desafortunadamente
termin6 abruptamente, lo que llevéd a un
periodo de poco progreso. Sin embargo,
la llegada del alcalde Mapp trajo
esperanza y entusiasmo renovados. Bajo
el liderazgo enfocado del alcalde Mapp y
su  experiencia  financiera,  hubo
esperanza renovada y entusiasmo en
Plainfield. la seguridad publica mejord
significativamente, colocando a
Plainfield nuevamente en el camino
correcto.

1000 North Ave, Plainfield NJ

IMAGE COURTESY OF IRON ORE PROPERTIES

"La gente viene a
Plainfield por el
stock de viviendas,
pero se queda por
la gente, y creo que
eso es cierto"

"El antiguo residente Bobby
Gregory habla sobre la
transformacion de Plainfield "

Plainfield Symphony Orchestra il

«  New Jersey's Oldest Community Symphony Orchestra performing in

i Plainfield since 1919

Plainfield todavia  tiene algunos  desafios,
particularmente en el sistema educativo. A pesar del
alto gasto por alumno, a menudo se prefieren las
escuelas privadas a las publicas. Bobby reconoce la
necesidad de mejorar las escuelas publicas para
beneficiar a todos los ninos. En una nota positiva, el
desarrollo de viviendas en North y South Avenue
atrajo a nuevos residentes y aumentd la base
impositiva sin abrumar los servicios de la ciudad. El
progreso en esta area es inspirador para Bobby.

regory reconoce los
logros culturales en
Plainfield, como la

préspera Sinfonica de Plainfield,
la segunda sinféonica mas antigua
del pais, y el éxito de la Escuela
DuCret. Espera ver una mayor
expansion de la escena artistica y
cultural de la ciudad.

De cara al futuro, Bobby desea ver mas restaurantes de
calidad con licencias de venta de licores en Plainfield.
Aunque abri6é un nuevo restaurante llamado Jessica's,
tiene problemas debido a las desafiantes regulaciones
de licencias de bebidas alcohodlicas en Nueva Jersey.
Bobby imagina una escena de restaurante vibrante que
atiende a la comunidad diversa.

Para aquellos que estén considerando mudarse a
Plainfield, Bobby ofrece un respaldo rotundo para
hacerlo. El cree que Plainfield es una ciudad que
abraza y celebra la diversidad, dando la bienvenida a
personas de todos los origenes. La aceptacion y la
inclusion son valores fundamentales en la comunidad.
Bobby cree firmemente que la gente viene a Plainfield
por las viviendas pero se queda por la gente.

La historia de Bobby Gregory refleja el poder de la
participacién ~ comunitaria y la  esperanza
inquebrantable de progreso. Como miembro dedicado
de la comunidad y residente activo de Plainfield, las
experiencias de Bobby reflejan muchas otras y
representan el optimismo que prevalece entre nuestros
residentes de Queen City.
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NURTURING
CHIL.DHOOD
DREAMS

"Deborah Pearyer's Love and Impact
on Early Childhood Education"

Plainfield Native, Founder & Director of Toddlers
Learning Center (Celebrating 43 Years )

Deborah and Son Berkeley

eborah Pearyer, a Plainfield native and the Director

of Toddlers Learning Center located at 422 E 6th St,

Plainfield, NJ 07060, has dedicated her life to early

childhood education. She discovered her passion for

working with children at a young age while teaching
Sunday school at Greater Refuge Church of Christ. Despite
facing opposition from her family and limited resources as a
housewife, Deborah's determination led her to establish her
own youth center with the support of her mother.

Through sheer perseverance, Deborah secured a location for
her center with the help of a generous woman who provided the
necessary deposit. Over time, the youth center evolved into the
beloved Toddlers Learning Center, becoming a cornerstone of
the community. Deborah credits her success to the presence of
supportive individuals in her life and her unwavering faith in
her calling to work with children. With over forty-three (43)
years of experience, she continues to inspire and positively
impact countless lives.

During a Q&A session, Deborah shared insights into her
journey of operating a daycare for four decades and her
challenges. Initially, she was unaware of the need for a license
to operate, but the state intervened and guided her through the
process, conducting regular check-ups to ensure the well-being
of the children in her care. Financial struggles and team
management also posed challenges. Still, Deborah’s unwavering
commitment to providing a safe environment, seeking advice,
maintaining a positive mindset, and relying on prayer helped
her overcome these obstacles.
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earyer's passion is shared by her
son Berkeley. He tells how her
love extends beyond the walls of
her daycare center, and shared a

story of being with a group of kids from
her center who participated in amateur

night at the Apollo Theater. After
initially placing third, they returned with
five busloads of kids and won first place,
making  Plainfield  history.  This
exemplifies Deborah's dedication not
only to her own children but also to the
children in their community.

The Toddlers Learning Center has
witnessed numerous success stories
among its former students who have
gone on to pursue careers in medicine,
law, teaching, and various other
professions. The center takes great pride
in the achievements of its former
students and often receives calls from
parents sharing their children's success
stories.

"Children have Deborah advises
parents searching for
a way of

A a daycare or learning
letting you

center to bring their
know if a place

child during the
is safe and full selection  process,
of love."

especially if they are
between the ages of

‘ ‘two and three.
Children have an innate sense of safety

and love, and their reactions can reveal
the truth about the environment.
Making the right choice is crucial as the
center becomes their second home.

At Toddlers Learning Center, children
acquire a range of essential skills.
Former students excel academically,
with some even skipping grades. The
center places emphasis on skills such as
reading, writing, math, phonics, and
coloring within lines. Safety is
paramount, and children are taught to
follow directions. Additionally, Deborah
incorporates lessons on black history
and encourages the use of phonics skills
during prayer recitation, fostering their
development in multiple areas.
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"El amor y el impacto de Deborah Pearyer en la educacion de la primera infancia"

Nativa de Plainfield Fundadora y Directora del Centro de Aprendizaje para Nifios
Pequeiios "Toddlers Learning Center" Celebrando 43 Afios

eborah Pearyer,
nativa de
Plainfield y

directora del Centro de
aprendizaje  para  nifios
pequeiios ubicado en 422 E
6th St, Plainfield, NJ 07060,
ha dedicado su vida a la
educacion de la primera
infancia.  Descubrio  su
pasion por trabajar con
nifios a una edad temprana .. -
mientras ensefiaba en Ia 3 —
escuela dominical en
Greater Refuge Church of
Christ. A pesar de enfrentar
la oposicién de su familia y
los recursos limitados como
ama de casa, la
determinacion de Deborah
la llevd a establecer su
propio centro juvenil con el

Blockg @
dHEzlofy *48

&

La pasion de Pearyer es
compartida por su hijo Berkeley.
El cuenta como su amor se
extiende mas alla de las paredes
de su guarderia, y compartio una
historia de estar con un grupo de
ninos de su centro que
participaron en la noche de
aficionados en el Teatro Apolo.

Después de quedar inicialmente
en tercer lugar, regresaron con
cinco autobuses llenos de nifos y
ganaron el primer lugar,
haciendo historia en Plainfield.
Esto ejemplifica la dedicacion de
Deborah no solo a sus propios
hijos sino también a los nifios de
su comunidad.

Los ex alumnos han logrado un
¢xito notable en diversas

profesiones, como la medicina, el
derecho y la ensefianza. El centro
se enorgullece de sus logrosy con

frecuencia recibe llamadas de

TRl Y . padres que comparten las
historias de éxito de sus hijos.

apoyo de su madre. ol

Con pura perseverancia, Deborah aseguré una
ubicacion para su centro en la direccion 420, con
la ayuda de una mujer generosa que proporciono
el depdsito necesario. Con el tiempo, el centro
juvenil evoluciono hasta convertirse en el amado
Centro de Aprendizaje para Nifos Pequenos,
convirtiéndose en la piedra angular de la
comunidad. Deborah atribuye su éxito a la
presencia de personas que la apoyan en su vida y
su fe inquebrantable en su llamado a trabajar con
nifios. Con 43 anos de experiencia, continua

Para los padres que buscan una guarderia o un centro
de aprendizaje, Deborah aconseja traer a su hijo
durante el proceso de seleccion, especialmente entre los
dos y los tres afios. Los nifios poseen un sentido innato
de seguridad y amor, y sus reacciones pueden revelar la
verdad sobre el medio ambiente. Elegir el centro
adecuado es vital ya que se convierte

en su segunda casa.

nifio ! ng "Los ninos tienen En el Centro de Aprendizaje
inspirando e impactando pos1t1vamrglnte en una manera de Para Nifos Pequeiios, los

innumerables vidas. { X ninos adquieren habilidades
o hacerte saber si un esenciales, sobresaliendo
Durante una sesion de preguntas y respuestas, lugar €s seguro y académicamente e incluso
Deborah compartié su viaje al operar una esta lleno de saltandose grados. Al enfatizar
guarderia durante cuatro décadas y los desafios 5 la lectura, la escritura, las
que enfrentd. Inicialmente, las luchas financieras amor . matematicas, la fonética y las
y la gestion del equipo presentaron obstaculos, habilidades motoras finas, como colorear dentro de las
pero el compromiso inquebrantable de Deborah  lineas, el centro prioriza la seguridad y el seguimiento
con un entorno seguro, la busqueda de consejos, de las instrucciones.

el mantenimiento de la positividad y la confianza

en la oracién la ayudaron a superarios. earyer también incorpora lecciones sobre

historia negra y fomenta el uso de habilidades
fonéticas durante la recitacion de oraciones,
fomentando un desarrollo integral.
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oanny Ortega, Owner of "La

Terraza Dominicana

Restaurant", moved to

Plainfield in 1993 and has

made it her home. She
established three successful
restaurants in the city, contributing
to its growing economy and forming
deep connections with the
community. Joanny's focus on
excellence and high standards played
a pivotal role in sustaining her
businesses.

During the interview, Joanny speaks
candidly about the community's
progress since her arrival,
highlighting a significant
improvement in resources like access
to taxis for mobility and places to
shop for supplies — in her words, it’s
a ninety percent (90%) improvement.
As a mother of two, she is a strong
advocate for increased opportunities
for youth, such as after-school
recreational  spaces and  job
prospects, as she believes this will
reduce disturbances and support
their development. Additionally, she
emphasizes the need for a shelter for
homeless individuals to address
issues affecting both customers and
establishments.
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ROOTS OF
OPECESS ¥

"Joanny Ortega's Journey as an
Entrepreneur in Plainfield"

Plainfield Resident Since 1993 Business Owner Since 2003

102 Watchung Ave, Plainfield, NJ 07060

Supporting small businesses is crucial for community growth,
according to Joanny. She proposes a parking ordinance
exempting residents from receiving tickets while shopping

or picking up food downtown, citing difficulties in unloading
groceries without designated areas. Implementing this ordinance
would greatly benefit small businesses.

4 you have a When asked for advice to aspiring

gOOd and entrepreneurs in  Plainfield, Jhoanny

. PR encourages them to establish their

innovative ld.ea businesses in the city. She highlights

and can pr0v1de Plainfield's significant growth over the past

excellent 20 years, emphasizing the importance of

having a good and innovative idea,

c.ustomer .. providing excellent customer service, and

SErvice, you will noting the friendly and supportive nature
succeed"'. of the city's Latino community.

rtega has been a business owner for about 10 years. Her
journey began in 2003 with "Jumas BBQ.," a unique
Dominican/Portuguese restaurant that quickly became

a tremendous success. In 2015, she opened "El Tipico

Dominicano," a restaurant and event space, eventually selling it

to her sister. In 2021, she embarked on a new entrepreneurial

venture with "La Terraza," her current business. Joanny's three-

time investment in Plainfield clearly indicates her faith in her
* adopted city.



oanny Ortega, propietario del

restaurante "La Terraza

Dominicana", lleg6 a Plainfield
en 1993 y lo ha convertido en su
querido  hogar. establecio  tres
restaurantes exitosos en la ciudad,
contribuyendo a  su  prospera
economia y formando conexiones
duraderas con la comunidad. El
enfoque de Joanny en la excelencia y
los altos estandares jugaron un papel
fundamental en el mantenimiento de
Sus Negocios.

Durante la entrevista, Joanny habla
con franqueza sobre el progreso de la
comunidad desde su llegada,
destacando una mejora significativa en
recursos como el acceso a taxis para la
movilidad y lugares para comprar
suministros; en sus palabras, es una
mejora del noventa por ciento (90%).
Como madre de dos hijos, es una
firme defensora de mayores
oportunidades para los jovenes, como
espacios recreativos después de la
escuela y perspectivas laborales, ya
que cree que esto reducira los
disturbios y apoyara su desarrollo.
Ademas, enfatiza la necesidad de un
albergue para personas sin hogar para
atender los problemas que afectan
tanto a los clientes como a los
establecimientos.

Apoyar a las pequefias empresas es
crucial para el crecimiento de Ia
comunidad, segin Joanny. Ella
propone una ordenanza de
estacionamiento que exima a los
residentes de recibir multas mientras
compran o recogen alimentos en el
centro, citando dificultades para
descargar comestibles sin  areas

RAICES DEL EXITO

El Viaje de Jhoanny Ortega Como
Emprendedora en Plainfield"

Residente de Plainfield desde 1993 empresaria desde 2003

Cuando se le pide consejo a los aspirantes a empresarios en
Plainfield, Joanny los alienta a establecer sus negocios en la
ciudad. Ella destaca el crecimiento significativo de

Plainfield en los ultimos 20 afos, enfatizando la importancia de
tener una idea buena e innovadora, brindando un excelente
servicio al cliente y destacando la naturaleza amistosa y

designadas. A 1 solidaria de la comunidad latina de la ciudad.

La implementacion de esta ordenanza
beneficiaria enormemente a las
pequenas empresas.

“Si tienes una idea buena
e innovadora y puedes
brindar un excelente
servicio al cliente, tendras
éxito”.

rtega ha sido propietaria de un negocio durante unos

10 afios. su viaje comenzo6 en 2003 con "Jumas bbq",

un restaurante dominicano/portugués unico que
rapidamente se convirtié en un tremendo éxito. En 2015, abrio
"el tipico dominicano", un restaurante y espacio para eventos, y
finalmente se lo vendio a su hermana. En 2021, se embarco en
una nueva aventura empresarial con "la terraza", su negocio
actual.
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Mayor Adrian O. Mapp

City Hall, Office of the Mayor
515 Watchung Ave,

Plainfield, NJ 07060

(908) 753- 3310

@) JUNE 2023

01 Pride Flag Raising & Block
Party (City Hall)

Juneteenth Block
Party (City Hall )

24 Queen City Street Fair (A
Love Plainfield Event)

( Gavett Pl & North Ave)

»

® JULY 2023

0 4 Fourth of July Parade and
Fireworks & Concert Celebrating
the 50th Anniversary of Hip Hop
(City Hall Closed)

29 Queen City Art

Station Festival

@ AUGUST 2023

01 National Night Out

19 Queen City Street Fair
(A Love Plainfield Event )

@ SEPTEMBER 2023

04 Labor Day ( City Hall Closed)

11 9.11 Ceremony
( City Hall Monument )

16 2023 House Music Festival

@ OCTOBER 2023
AT i

: 1%
2 8_ 3 1 General Election t‘}

Early Voting

NOTE: Dates are subject to change. Follow our
social media for updated dates, upcoming events,
and community resources.

NOTA: Las fechas estdn sujetas a cambios. Siga
nuestras redes sociales para conocer las fechas
actualizadas, los proximos eventos y los recursos de
la comunidad.
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FOLLOW US ON OUR
SOCIAL SITES & THE
WORLD WIDE WEB!

1Siganos En Nuestros Sitios Sociales Y La
World Wide Web!

www.plainfieldnj.gov %
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[
@CityofPlainfld
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@cityofplainfieldnj

@CityofPlainfield

@cityofplainfieldnj


https://www.instagram.com/cityofplainfieldnj/
https://www.instagram.com/cityofplainfieldnj/

