
Living as Humble Little Children of the Father 
 

True greatness is not self-sufficient strength, but humility like that of a little child. The    
greatness of childlike faith receives all good things as gracious gifts from our Father in   
heaven. Apart from such faith, “you will never enter the kingdom of heaven,” but whoever is 
humbled like a little child will be “the greatest in the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 18:3–4). 
Though in our sin we deserve to be “drowned in the depth of the sea” (Matt. 18:6), we have 
instead been drowned (“buried”) with Christ in Baptism and then raised to the new, humble 
life of a child of God. The Lord sends His watchman to warn us with a word from His mouth, 
in order that we may not die in our iniquity but be turned from our pride and selfishness to 
live (Ezek. 33:7–9). Thus, we live in humility and faith before God as well as in love for our 
neighbor, which “is the fulfilling of the law” (Rom. 13:10). In the reverent fear of God, we 
do no harm to our neighbor, but we “pay to all what is owed to them” (Rom. 13:7) and we 
“owe no one anything, except to love each other” (Rom. 13:8).  
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Prelude 

 

Stand 

 

Opening Hymn: 842 Son of God, Eternal Savior 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Somerset T. C. Lowry, 1855–1932, alt. 
Tune: Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse . . . Contredansen, c. 1710, Amsterdam 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 
 



Confession and Absolution 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.             Matthew 28:19b;[18:20] 
  

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.                     1 John 1:8-9 

  

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly     
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 
holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.                        [John 20:19-23] 

C Amen. 
 



Service of the Word 
Introit              Psalm 92:1–4; antiphon: v. 5 

 

How great are your works, | O Lord!* 
 Your thoughts are | very deep! 
 
It is good to give thanks | to the Lord,* 
 to sing praises to your name, | O Most High; 
to declare your steadfast love in the | morning,* 
 and your faithful- | ness by night, 
to the music of the lute | and the harp,* 
 to the melody | of the lyre. 
For you, O Lord, have made me glad | by your work;* 
 at the works of your hands I | sing for joy. 
 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 
How great are your works, | O Lord!* 
 Your thoughts are | very deep! 

Kyrie                           Mark 10:47 

 

 

   

  

 



 

 

   

 

 

   

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



This Is the Feast               Revelation 5:12–13; 19:5–9 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 



 
  

P Let us pray. 
O God, from whom all good proceeds, grant to us, Your humble servants, Your 
holy inspiration, that we may set our minds on the things that are right and, by Your 
merciful guiding, accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and   forever. 

  

 
   

Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading                     Ezekiel 33:7–9 

 7“So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you 
hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If I say to the   
wicked, O wicked one, you shall surely die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked to 

turn from his way, that wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will require 
at your hand. 9But if you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn 

from his way, that person shall die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual:  sung by all                                 Psalm 34:9, 19, alt. 
 
 
 
 
 

Fear the Lord, | you his saints,* 

 for those who fear him lack | nothing! 

Many are the afflictions of the | righteous,* 

 but the Lord delivers him out | of them all. 

Epistle         Romans 13:1–10 

 1Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority  
except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 2Therefore whoever 

resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur 
judgment. 3For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no 

fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his     
approval, 4for he is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he 



does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out 
God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. 5Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid 

God’s wrath but also for the sake of conscience. 6For the same reason you also pay taxes, 
for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very thing. 7Pay to all what is 

owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect 
to whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed. 

 8Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has 
fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not 

murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are 
summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no 

wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse                 John 6:68 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel        Matthew 18:1–20 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter. 
  

 
  
 1At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven?” 2And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them 3and said, “Truly, I 
say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of 
heaven. 4Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of     
heaven. 
 5“Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, 6but whoever causes one 
of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great 
millstone fastened around his neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea. 
 7“Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For it is necessary that temptations come, but 
woe to the one by whom the temptation comes! 8And if your hand or your foot causes you 
to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life crippled or lame than 
with two hands or two feet to be thrown into the eternal fire. 9And if your eye causes you 
to sin, tear it out and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye than with 
two eyes to be thrown into the hell of fire. 



 10“See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that in heaven their 
angels always see the face of my Father who is in heaven. 11For the Son of Man came to 
save the lost. 12What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep and one of them has gone 
astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the one that 
went astray? 13And if he finds it, truly, I say to you, he rejoices over it more than over the 
ninety-nine that never went astray. 14So it is not the will of my Father who is in heaven that 
one of these little ones should perish. 
 15“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. 
If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. 16But if he does not listen, take one or 
two others along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or 
three witnesses. 17If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to 
listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18Truly, I say to 
you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth 
shall be loosed in heaven. 19Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything 
they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 20For where two or three are 
gathered in my name, there am I among them.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible.  

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 



     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 

 

Hymn of the Day:  820 My Soul, Now Praise Your Maker 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Text: Johann Gramann, 1487–1541; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Concentus novi, 1540, Augsburg 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon  
 

Stand 
 

Prayer of the Church  
 

Offertory                    Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 

Reception of the Offering 

Service of the Sacrament 
Preface            2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 P It is truly good, right, and salutary… evermore praising You and saying:  

 

 

Sanctus                                                                                            Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 



 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those 
whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our 
sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation                 
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on 
the cross. 
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to    
forgive,  renew,  and  strengthen  us  with  Your  Word and Spirit. Grant us      
faithfully to eat His body and  drink  His  blood as He bids us do in His own      
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate 
with all the faithful the marriage feast of  the Lamb in His kingdom, which  has 
no end. Graciously  receive  our prayers;  deliver and preserve  us. To You 
alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer                     Matthew 6:9–13 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 



The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance 
of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

 

Pax Domini               John 20:19 

 

 
Agnus Dei                           John 1:29 

 

 

 

 
Sit  

                   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



  Distribution 
 

608 Lord, to You I Make Confession 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Franck, 1618–77; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text and tune: Public domain 



851 Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Eliza S. Alderson, 1818–89, alt. 
Tune: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811–87 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 



Thank the Lord     [Psalm 105:1–3, 42–43]; [1 Chronicles 16:8–10] 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this      
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Benediction                         Numbers 6:24–26 

 
 



Closing Hymn: 917 Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise 

 

 

 

 
Text: John Ellerton, 1826–93 
Tune: Edward J. Hopkins, 1818–1901 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
Postlude 
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