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GOOD FRIDAY 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To impress on the minds and hearts of  believers the awful 
consequence of sin and the magnitude of the Savior's 
sacrifice, the ancient church held a special devotional 
service at the end of Holy Week called Tenebrae, which 
means "darkness."  It is characterized by reading of Christ's 
seven words from the cross, along with the successive 
extinguishing of candles as the service progresses.  This 
symbolizes the fading light of the world as Christ was 
departing from it, reminding us of the events that led to 
utter darkness on Good Friday.  The final candle (the Christ 
candle) is not extinguished but removed until Sunday 
morning, symbolizing our Lord's burial.  The strepitus is 
heard, a harsh noise indicating the closing of the tomb.  All 
leave in silence.  



  Tenebrae Vespers   
 

 

Stand  

Opening Hymn:  451 Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted 

 

 

 

 

 
 
    Tune and text: Public domain 

 
 



Opening Versicles 

P O Lord, open my lips, 

C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 

P Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

C make haste to help me, O Lord. 
Praise to You, O Christ, Lamb of our salvation. 
 

 

Introit:  Sung by the choir    Isaiah 53:5, Psalm 38:1-4, 18, 22   

He was wounded for our transgressions; He was crushed for our iniquities; 
upon Him was the chastisement that brought us peace, 
and with His stripes we are healed. 

O Lord, rebuke me not in Your anger, nor discipline me in Your wrath! 
For Your arrows have sunk into me, and Your hand has come down on me. 

There is no soundness in my flesh because of Your indignation, 
there is no health in my bones because of my sin. 
For my iniquities have gone over my head; like a heavy burden, they are too 
heavy for me. 

I confess my iniquity; I am sorry for my sin 
Make haste to help me, O Lord my salvation! 

He was wounded for our transgressions; He was crushed for our iniquities; 
upon Him was the chastisement that brought us peace, 
and with His stripes we are healed. 

 

Psalmody:  Psalm 31 



 

1In you, O Lord, do I take refuge; let me never be | put to shame;* 
 in your righteousness de- | liver me! 
2Incline your ear to me; rescue me | speedily!* 
 Be a rock of refuge for me, a strong fortress to | save me! 

3
For you are my rock and my | fortress;* 

 and for your name’s sake you lead me and | guide me; 
4
you take me out of the net they have hidden | for me,* 

 for you are my | refuge. 
5Into your hand I commit my | spirit;* 
 you have redeemed me, O Lord, | faithful God. 

 6I hate those who pay regard to worthless | idols,* 
 but I trust | in the Lord. 
7
I will rejoice and be glad in your | steadfast love,* 

 because you have seen my affliction; 
 you have known the distress | of my soul, 
8
and you have not delivered me into the hand of the | enemy;* 

 you have set my feet in a | broad place. 

REFRAIN 
 

9Be gracious to me, O Lord, for I am | in distress;* 
 my eye is wasted from grief; 
 my soul and my body | also. 
10For my life is spent with sorrow, 
 and my years with | sighing;* 
my strength fails because of my iniquity, 
 and my bones | waste away. 

 11
Because of all my adversaries I have become a reproach, 

    especially to my neighbors, 
 and an object of dread to my ac- | quaintances;* 
    those who see me in the street | flee from me. 
 

12
I have been forgotten like one | who is dead;* 

    I have become like a broken | vessel. 
 
 



13For I hear the whispering of many— 
 terror on | every side!—* 
as they scheme together against me, 
 as they plot to | take my life. 

14But I trust in you, | O Lord;* 
 I say, “You | are my God.” 
15

My times are | in your hand;* 
 rescue me from the hand of my enemies and from my perse- | cutors! 
16

Make your face shine on your | servant;* 
 save me in your | steadfast love! 

REFRAIN 

17O Lord, let me not be put to shame, 
 for I call up- | on you;* 
let the wicked be put to shame; 
 let them go silently | to Sheol. 
18Let the lying | lips be mute,* 
 which speak insolently against the righteous 
 in pride | and contempt. 

19
Oh, how abundant is your goodness, 

 which you have stored up for those who | fear you* 
and worked for those who take refuge in you, 
 in the sight of the children of | mankind! 
20

In the cover of your presence you hide them 
 from the | plots of men;* 
you store them in your shelter 
 from the | strife of tongues. 

21Blessèd | be the Lord,* 
 for he has wondrously shown his steadfast love to me 
 when I was in a besieged | city. 
22I had said in my alarm, 
 “I am cut off | from your sight.”* 
But you heard the voice of my pleas for mercy 
 when I cried to | you for help. 

23
Love the Lord, all | you his saints!* 

 The Lord preserves the faithful 
 but abundantly repays the one who | acts in pride. 
24

Be strong, and let your heart take | courage,* 
 all you who wait | for the Lord! 

REFRAIN 

 



Sit 
 

Anthem:  “Fall, Slow Tears,” by Ruth Elaine Schram  

  Based on Psalm 51:10-11 

 

SEPTUM VERBA 
 

P The seven last words of Our Lord Jesus Christ, according to the four Gospels. 
 

440 Jesus, I Will Ponder Now        st. 1 

 

 

 

 
Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626–81; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 

Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570–1615 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

The First Word        Luke 23:34 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Meditation 
 
 

A candle is extinguished. 



 

450 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded       st. 1 

 

 

 

 
     Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005149 

           Tune: Public domain 

 

The Second Word        Luke 23:43 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Meditation 
 
A candle is extinguished  
 
 
450 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded       st.2 

 

 
 



 

 

 
    Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005149 
    Tune: Public domain 

 
 
 

The Third Word        John 19:26-27 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Meditation 
 
A candle is extinguished. 
 
450 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded        st. 3 

 

 

 

 
    Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005149 
    Tune: Public domain 

 



The Fourth Word     Matthew 27:46; Mark 15:34 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Meditation 
 
A candle is extinguished. 
 
 
450 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded       st. 4 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005149 
Tune: Public domain 

 
 

 

The Fifth Word         John 19:28 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Meditation 
 
A candle is extinguished. 



450 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded     st. 5 

 

 

 

 
    Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005149 
    Tune: Public domain 

 
 

The Sixth Word         John 19:30 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Meditation 
 
A candle is extinguished  
 
450 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded     st. 6  

 

 



 

 
  

Stand 

The Seventh Word       Luke 23:46 

 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Meditation 
 
A candle is extinguished. 
 
 
450 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded                                     st.7 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 
    Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005149 
    Tune: Public domain 

 

 
Responsory 

P We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus is the propitia-
tion for our sins. 

C  He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the 
sins of the people. 

P Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven and whose sin 
is put away. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins 
of the people. 

P  We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus is the propitia-
tion for our sins. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins 
of the people. 

 
 

Sit 

 
 



Hymn of the Day:  454 Sing, My Tongue, the Glorious Battle 

Choir only on st. 1 & 3 

 

 

 

 
Text: Public domain 
Tune: © 1967 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005149 

 
 

Anthem:  “Adoramus Te,” by Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina 

 

(Text translation is the “Adoration of Christ” at the end of this 
service) 
 

Stand 



THE PRAYERS 

Litany 

L O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

L O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

L O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

L O Christ, 

C hear us. 

L God the Father in heaven, 

C have mercy. 

L God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 

C have mercy. 

L God the Holy Spirit, 

C have mercy. 

L Be gracious to us. 

C Spare us, good Lord. 

L Be gracious to us. 

C Help us, good Lord. 
  

L From all sin, from all error, from all evil; 
From the crafts and assaults of the devil; from sudden and 
evil death; 
From pestilence and famine; from war and bloodshed; from 
sedition and from rebellion; 
From lightning and tempest; from all calamity by fire and 
water; and from everlasting death: 

C Good Lord, deliver us. 
 



C Good Lord, deliver us. 

L  By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your 
holy nativity; By Your baptism, fasting, and tempta-
tion; by Your agony and bloody sweat; by Your 
cross and passion; by Your precious death and bur-
ial; By Your glorious resurrection and ascension; 
and by the coming of the Holy Spirit, the Comfort-
er: 

C Help us, good Lord. 

L In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our 
prosperity; in the hour of death; and in the day of 
judgment: 

C Help us, good Lord. 

L We poor sinners implore You 

C to hear us, O Lord. 

L  To rule and govern Your holy Christian Church; 
to preserve all pastors and ministers of Your 
Church in the true knowledge and understanding 
of Your wholesome Word and to sustain them in 
holy living; 
To put an end to all schisms and causes of offense; 
to bring into the way of truth all who have erred 
and are deceived; 
To beat down Satan under our feet; to send faithful 
laborers into Your harvest; and to accompany Your 
Word with Your grace and Spirit: 
 



C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

L To raise those who fall and to strengthen those 
who stand; and to comfort and help the weakheart-
ed and the distressed: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

L To give to all peoples concord and peace; to pre-
serve our land from discord and strife; to give our 
country Your protection in every time of need; To 
direct and defend our president and all in authority; 
to bless and protect our magistrates and all our peo-
ple; 
 
To watch over and help all who are in danger, ne-
cessity, and tribulation; to protect and guide all who 
travel; 
 

To grant all women with child, and all mothers 
with infant children, increasing happiness in their 
blessings; to defend all orphans and widows and 
provide for them; 
 

To strengthen and keep all sick persons and young 
children; to free those in bondage; and to have mer-
cy on us all: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

L To forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slander-
ers and to turn their hearts; to give and preserve for 
our use the kindly fruits of the earth; and gracious-
ly to hear our prayers: 



C  We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

L  Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 

C We implore You to hear us. 

  L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of 
  the world, 

C have mercy. 

L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin   
 of the world, 

C have mercy. 

L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin 
 of the world, 

C grant us Your peace. 
  

L O Christ, 

C  hear us. 

L O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

L O Christ, 

C  have mercy. 

L O Lord, 

C have mercy. Amen. 



Lords Prayer 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
    as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

L Call on Me in the day of trouble. 

C I will deliver you, and you will glorify Me. 
 
 



  

L Spare us, O Lord, and mercifully forgive us 
our sins. Though by our continual transgres-
sions we have merited Your chastisements, be 
gracious to us. Grant that all these punish-
ments which we have deserved may not come 
upon us, but that all things may work to our 
everlasting good; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 
 



434 Lamb of God, Pure and Holy 

St.2 choir only  

Setting by F. Melius Christiansen 

 

 

 

 
    Tune and text: Public domain 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Collects 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 
Almighty God, graciously behold this Your 
family for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was 
willing to be betrayed and delivered into the 
hands of sinful men to suffer death upon the 
cross; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting God, You willed that 
Your Son should bear for us the pains of the 
cross and so remove from us the power of the 
adversary. Help us so to remember and give 
thanks for our Lord’s passion that we may re-
ceive forgiveness of sin and redemption from 
everlasting death; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

 



ADORATION OF CHRIST 
(The Christ Candle is Removed) 

 

 

C We adore You, | O Lord,* 
     and we praise and glorify  
   Your holy resur- | rection. 
For behold, by the wood | of Your cross* 
     joy has come into | all the world. 
God be merciful to us and | bless us,* 
     and cause His face to shine upon us, and  
   have mercy up- | on us. 
We adore You, | O Lord,* 
     and we praise and glorify  
   Your holy resur- | rection. 
For behold, by the wood | of Your cross* 
     joy has come into | all the world. 

 

THE STREPITUS   
 

 

(A loud noise is made to signify the sealing of the 
tomb.)  
 

The congregation leaves in silence and minimal light. 
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He was wounded for our transgressions; He was crushed for our iniquities; 
upon Him was the chastisement that brought us peace, 

and with His stripes we are healed.   

Isaiah 53:5 


