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           FOR OUR VISITORS…. 
 
Welcome!  We encourage you to follow along with either the 
printed service, or with the hymnal. The page numbers for the   
hymnal are posted at the front of the sanctuary and on the next 
page. We realize it can take a while for newcomers to become         
familiar with our liturgy, so please feel free to ask someone near you 
for   assistance—he or she would be happy to help.  
 

We love children in our church!  But if your little one gets fussy you 
may use the cry room that is located at the north end of the hallway 

behind the sanctuary on your right.  You are able to see and hear the worship  service 
from there. We also have "Quiet Bags" available for children to use during the                       
service.  Please ask an usher or elder if you need assistance. The Quiet Bags are returned 
after the service.  
 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated in our services today.  In this        
supper, our Lord Jesus Christ graciously feeds the humble sinner 
with His true body and blood for the forgiveness of sins.  Scripture 
clearly teaches that anyone who eats and drinks the body and 
blood of Christ without discerning that body and blood receives a            
judgment rather than a blessing from God (1 Cor. 11:29). Therefore, 
out of a Christian concern for souls, we require a thorough              
instruction in the teachings of the Lutheran Church before             
participating in this Sacrament.  Participation at the altar is also a 
testimony of unity of faith with all others who partake (1 Cor. 10:17).  Since unity at the 
altar presupposes unity in doctrine and confession (Acts 2:42), we kindly request that 
only those who are in confessional fellowship with the Lutheran Church-Missouri     
Synod participate. This includes active members in good standing of all sister Missouri-
Synod congregations.  
 

We recognize that Closed Communion is a sensitive issue for many and have a brochure 
to explain it more thoroughly.  It is available in the narthex or from an usher.  If you have 
any questions or concerns, you are welcome to speak with our pastor.  However, we         
welcome  both children and adults who are not communicant members of the Lutheran 
Church to come to the altar during communion for a pastoral blessing.  Please indicate 
the request for a blessing by crossing your arms over your chest. 

 
Follow the QR code to visit our "Virtual Guestbook" and tell us about   
yourself and your visit with us. 

Palm Sunday ǀ Sunday of the Passion                             March 29,  2026 

This bulletin is available in large print upon request. 



Serving in God’s House Today 

Organist: Miguel Ruiz 

Altar Guild: 
 
 
 

Linda Beecroft 
Linda Phillips 
Brenda Thowe 
Laurie Ward 

Counters: Ken Pedersen 
Carol Lemmon 

 8:00 a.m.  10:45 a.m. 

Head Elder: Roland Towers  Luis Munoz 

Head Usher: Chris Nietenhoefer  Paul Cigainero 

Acolytes: 
 

Crucifer/ 
Altar 

Sam Sifford 
 
 
Cory O’Dell 

 Jacob Lemmon 
Dalton Jacobs 
 
Evan Munoz 

Divine Service—Setting Five—LSB 213 

Hymns: 
442, 440, 444, 439, 428, 438, 441 

 

Hymns During Distribution: 
547, 634, 453 

Sermon Title:  
“Obedient to the Point of Death” 

 

Scripture:  

Matthew 26:1-27:66 

Now Is the Hour When the Son of Man Is Glorified 
 

“Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your king is coming.” 
He comes in gentle humility, “sitting on a donkey’s colt,” 
yet also as the King of Israel “in the name of the 
Lord” (John 12:13, 15). His royal glory is faithful obedience 
and self-sacrificing service “to the point of death, even death 
on a cross” (Phil. 2:8). The love of God is manifested in the 
cross and Passion of His Son for the salvation of sinners. 
Since He has borne our sins and suffered our death, “God 
has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is 
above every name” (Phil. 2:9), and He exalts us in His     
resurrection. Our Lord did not hide His face “from disgrace  
and  spitting” (Is. 50:6), but  He  trusted His God and Father, 
who raised Him from death and the grave and exalted Him to 
His right hand. This same King Jesus now comes to us in 
gentle humility in His Supper, where He feeds us with His 
body and cleanses and covers us with His blood, so that 
“after his resurrection” we also shall rise and enter the holy 
city (Matt. 27:52–53). 

 
Please follow the Order of Service included inside this bulletin. 

 
 



Psalm 143:1-6; antiphon: v. 9 

EASTER LILIES 2026 
  

 After the Lenten season, we all await Easter Sunday morning and the beauty of Easter 
lilies that appear in our chancel area. The Altar Guild is requesting donations of lily 
plants. Each plant may be purchased for $12.50. 

  
 These plants are yours to take home after the 10:45am service Easter morning. Please 

make checks payable to Messiah Lutheran Church earmarked “Lilies” in the memo 
section and put in the (Barry & Nikki) O’Dell mailbox along with this form. If paying by 
cash, please be certain to include this form with the cash in a sealed envelope with 
“lilies” and your name marked on the outside. There are no online payments 
available. Deadline: April 2nd. 

  
Name: ___________________________________________  
Number of plants: _______  
Ck/Cash amount: _______ 
 
(There are copies of this form available on the table in the narthex) 

 



THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 

TODAY 03/29 - 
- 
- 

8:00AM  
9:30AM 

10:45AM 

- 
- 
- 

DIVINE SERVICE—STREAMING LIVE 
SUNDAY SCHOOL—STREAMING LIVE  
DIVINE SERVICE  

MONDAY 03/30        

TUESDAY 03/31 - 9:30AM -   JOY BIBLE STUDY 

WEDNESDAY 04/01       

THURSDAY 04/02 - 7:00PM -   MAUNDY THURSDAY DIVINE SERVICE 

FRIDAY 04/03 - 7:30PM - GOOD FRIDAY TENEBRAE SERVICE 

SATURDAY 04/04 - 
- 

7:00AM 
7:30PM 

- 
- 

MEN’S BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY 
EASTER VIGIL DIVINE SERVICE 

 

Holy Week at Messiah 
 

April 2: Maundy Thursday 
Divine Service: 7:00PM 

Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot 
 

April 3: Good Friday Tenebrae  
Service: 7:30PM 

 
April 4:  Easter Vigil 

Divine Service: 7:30PM 
 

April 5: Easter  
Divine Service: 8:00AM 

Easter Breakfast: 9:30AM 
Divine Service: 10:45AM 

Easter Egg Hunt 
 



EASTER BRUNCH 
 

Next Sunday, following the early service, the Elders will be hosting our Easter 
Brunch. They will provide sausage, bacon, and fruit, as well as juice, water, and 
coffee. 
 

We still need members to sign-up to bring some food items. Please use the link below 
to do so. 
 

https://tinyurl.com/an4txc3e 
 
NOTE: If anyone has food allergies/sensitivities or particular needs such as 
Gluten, Egg, or Dairy free, please consider signing up to bring a dish that you can 
eat (and maybe share with others) and label it so we can place it on the kitchen 
counter. 

Also, if you are attending the second service, if you can help with setting up the food 
to be  ready  to  serve  by  9:15, it would  be  greatly  appreciated.  Likewise,  if  you are 
attending  the early  service, if  you  can  stay  after  breakfast  to assist with clean-up, 
that also would be greatly appreciated. 
 

If you have any questions, please ask an elder or contact the church office. 

 EASTER EGG HUNT 
 

Thank you to everyone who has contributed plastic eggs and candy for the Easter  
Egg Hunt! 
 
This Saturday, April 4th,  MLC’s Youth Group will be meeting to fill the eggs and will 
also assist in hiding the eggs on Easter morning.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Wiley Smith at  909-327-5784. 

https://tinyurl.com/an4txc3e


THE HOUSEHOLD AT PRAYER 
 

Make prayer a daily habit for your family. Do as much of this as is helpful.  
Gather together in one place. Set aside all distractions as best as you are able.  

Before or after meal works well. The most important part is reading the Bible.   
 

1. The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

             In the name of the Father and of the  T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
2. Sing or speak the hymn, introit,  and/or psalm. Start with the first stanza. 
3. Read aloud  the appointed scripture for the day  using the Daily Lectionary reading    
     from LSB 299-304, or as found in the Treasury of Daily Prayer.  
4. The Head of Household may give instruction/ ask questions on the scripture reading . 
       Ask basic questions:  “What is this?” and “what did it say?”, Q & A for  Youth.  
5. Recite or quiz one another on the weekly verse and Catechism passage . 
6. Confess Apostles’ Creed together. 
7. Pray  the Lord’s Prayer and Collect of the Day. Also pray  for others (see prayer list in bulletin).   
 Include prayers for family and friends, ourselves,  upcoming events and plans. 
8. Sing or say the following, then go joyfully to your work or to rest: 
       Let us | | bless the Lord.  

       Thanks | be to God.  
 

Scripture: Matthew 6:33 
But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to 
you. 
 

What is the First Article of the Apostles’ Creed? 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

What does this  mean? 
I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my body and soul, 
eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my senses, and still takes care 
of them. 
 

He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and children, 
land, animals, and all I have. He richly and daily provides me with all that I need 
to support this body and life. 
 

He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil. All this He does 
only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me. For 
all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him. 
 

This is most certainly true. 
 

READINGS:   
Mon: Jesus’ Betrayal and Arrest - John 18:1-27 
Tue:  Jesus Faces Pontius Pilate - John 18:28-40 
Wed: Jesus Is Crucified - John 19:1-24 
Thu:  Jesus’ Side Is Pierced - John 19:25-42 
Fri:     First Reading -  Acts 10:34-43 
               Addt’l OT Reading:  Jeremiah 31:1-6 
Sat:    Epistle Reading – Colossians 3:1-4 
Sun:  Matthew 28:1-10 
 

HYMNS:   
627 1, 2, 4, 6 “Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior” 
451 1, 3 “Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted” 
438 1, 2 “A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth” 



Pastor Chryst: pastor.chryst@messiahkeller.org  
Pastor Christiansen: pastor.christiansen@messiahkeller.org                         
Director of Parish Music: miguel.ruiz@messiahkeller.org      
MLCA Office:  schooloffice@mlcatexas.org               
MLCA Preschool: schooloffice@mlcatexas.org 
School Board Chair: schoolboardchairman@mlcatexas.org  
Board of Trustees: trustees@messiahkeller.org  

Financial Director: jinel.munoz@messiahkeller.org                     
Financial Secretary: financial.secretary@messiahkeller.org 
Church Office: churchoffice@messiahkeller.org                               
Church Office Administrator:linda.pinkston@messiahkeller.org  
MLCA Hours: Mon-Fri, 7:30am—3:30pm. 
Church Office Hours: Mon-Fri, 9am-3pm  

 

Aaron Koppelberger,  son-in-law of Marilyn 
Kivit, who is suffering with an infected foot 
wound. 
 
We continue to pray for our members and 
loved ones battling cancer: John DiCesare, Tim 
Speight, Rob Bentley, Randy Gay, Denny 
Knutson, Joan Beach, Linda Pancake, Rick 
Swender, Wayne Kirkland, Ken & Carolyn 
Blume, Gaelina Strader, Sarah Jarrett, Mike 
Vandergriff, Rev. Ernie Bernet,  Janie Peter, 
David Grissom. 
 
...also those with other illnesses and trials: 
Bruce Lage, Marilyn Curry, Nikki McLeroy, 
Ashleigh Adams, Marilyn Kivit, Brian Cade’s 
mother, Abby Carpenter, Peggy Wahlstedt, Ron 
Klingbeil, Lief Stratmoen, Karen Shrum, Vicky 
Krolczyk, Matt Hinde, Lee Masoian, Alli Burk, 
Amy Lyon, the Lewis family, Chelsea Lage, Grant 
Smith, William Johnstone, Marlene Eaton, Kris 
Carter, Wes Liles, Mary Lowry, Patsy Smith, 
Shelby Renfro, Connie Worley Ramsey, Brooke 
Lage, The Lowry Family, Sandy McDougal, 
Jacob Brewer. 
 
...and those who are unable to worship with us 
regularly: Susan Copen, Carolyn Blume, Don & 
Marilyn Curry, LaVina Goedecke,  Ron and 
Barbara Busse, Ronald and Brenda Patterson, 
Marvin Wilken. 
 
...all of our college students in and out of state: 
Ashley Brewer, Jacob Brewer, Colby Carter, 
Seminarian David Christensen, Maranda 
Crutchfield, Dorian Crutchfield, Paul Hedman, 
Ethan Johnson, Cole O'Dell, Ryan O’Dell, Clara 
O’Neil, Daniella Osorio, Helena Phillips, Aidan 
Richmond, Davis Richmond, Mia Salgado, Max 
Tonniges, Charlie Umayam, Audrey Weber, 
Emily Weber, Morgan Chryst, Matthew Palmer.  
 
 
 
 

 

We remember all those serving our country, 
particularly our members and loved ones in 
the military: Carly Schwarzenburg, Jesus 
Aranda, Hannah Kajer, Nicolas Towers, Tony 
Bourassa, Tyler Burk, David Cantrell, Cassie 
Gessling, Joseph Kajer, Seth Kirch, Andrew  
Latham, Andrew Lowry, Hannah Pinkston, 
Brandon Towers, Frank Wilde, Chaplain Peter J. 
Williams.  
 
We also pray for... 
• Our Braille ministry, that the Word will 

continue to reach the blind or visually 
impaired around the world. 

• Messiah’s educational ministry, especially our 
Academy, Preschool, Sunday School, and our  
Catechumens.  

• Fellow Messiah members, married couples 
and children, young couples, singles, Pastor 
Chryst, and Pastor Christiansen. 

• The voters, church council, and leaders of 
Messiah Church and School as they deliberate 
on the work the Lord has given His people to 
do. 

• Our brothers and sisters in Christ around the 
world being persecuted for their faith. 

• The spread of the Gospel around our nation 
and world and the work of our missionaries 
and relief workers.  

• Rev. Dr. Michael Paul and his work in Taiwan.  
• The Swaddling Clothes ministry and those 

who come seeking assistance. 
• Those studying at seminary, including David 

Christensen (4th Year), Tanner Sawall (4th   
Year), Abram Egger (1st Year), and Vicar Peter 
Williams, as they prepare to serve in the Holy 
Ministry. 

• Prayers for peace in the Middle East and 
Ukraine.  

mailto:pastor.chryst@messiahkeller.org
mailto:pastor.christiansen@messiahkeller.org
mailto:miguel.ruiz@messiahkeller.org
mailto:schooloffice@mlcatexas.org
mailto:schooloffice@mlcatexas.org
mailto:schoolboardchairman@mlcatexas.org
mailto:SchoolBoardChairman@MLCATexas.org
mailto:trustees@messiahkeller.org
mailto:Jinel.munoz@messiahkeller.org
mailto:financial.secretary@messiahkeller.org
mailto:churchoffice@messiahkeller.org
mailto:jaana.phillips@messiahkeller.org


MLCA is hiring teachers for the 
2026-2027 school year. For more 
information, you may call the 
school office at 817.431.5486, or 
you may send your resume to 

schooloffice@mlcatexas.org. 

 

Messiah member Kate Williams is 
moving to Oklahoma to be near her 
family. Brian Cade is requesting the 
help of 15-20 strong volunteers on 
Thursday, April 16 @ 8:00 AM to help 

pack up her apartment. Her belongings need to be 
packed and ready to go by the next morning. If you 
can help, please contact Brian Cade @ 907-687-
2698. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Life Thought in the Church Year for 
A March 29 (Palm Sunday): When 
Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, 
he gave up, washed his hands, called 

himself innocent, and let the Innocent One, our 
Lord Jesus Christ, be taken away and crucified 
(Matthew 27:24-26). As the world around us 
continues to call for the death of the innocent, it 
may seem that we are gaining nothing, and we 
will be tempted to wash our hands and give up 
like Pilate did. But the Lord, in His mercy, has 
given you a tongue to speak that you may sustain 
with His Word those who are weary (Isaiah 
50:4). God grant us the strength to speak up on 
behalf of the innocent ones and let “every 
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father” (Philippians 2:11). 
 

Matthew 21:3 – “If anyone says 
anything to you, you shall say, ‘The 
Lord needs them,’ and he will send 
them at once.” Did Jesus really need the 

donkey? If the man had refused to give the 
donkey, would the work of salvation have been 
derailed? Of course not. But what an honor for 
the man who owned this donkey and foal! 
Likewise, with us — the Lord needs none of us, 
but what an honor for God to choose to use our 
generosity in the work of His church.   

PODCAST PROGRAMMING FOR 
HOLY WEEK… Issues, Etc. is a 
podcast produced by Lutheran Public 
Radio in Collinsville, IL, and hosted by 

LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken.  This week's 
teachings include: Judas; the Lord’s Supper & 
Closed Communion; The Holy Week Hymns 
“The Royal Banners Forward Go,” “Sing My 
Tongue the Glorious Battle,” “O Sacred Head 
Now Wounded”  and more.  You can listen at 
your convenience at issuesetc.org, the LPR 
mobile app, Amazon Alexa, Google Home, Apple 
HomePod, TuneIn or a podcast provider. 

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE:  Last Sunday:  8:00am:  75  10:45am:  93  Total:  168 
Sunday School:  77   OFFERINGS FOR THE WEEK: $  15,410.56  (includes online giving to Gen. Fund)   
 
WEEKLY OFFERINGS NEEDED TO FUND THE CURRENT YEAR BUDGET: $ 19,549.00 
 

You may use this QR code for your convenience if you would like to give to Messiah. It will direct you 
to our Vanco System for electronic giving. 

mailto:schooloffice@mlcatexas.org
https://wtv9t5cab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001I9UOd2SyZoO8BXtr7HMmpwOnP_tRLReNBLUCQ0xWJ2diF290Mzpd_UGNfGfTQzh-jMTSWcKELSCmiC3gcfOyglpda_SgAJOb7ijAYCU9Z5RhZDrpDMV6uWYd7jcwJb-TvLx81R8t0sNldOV0bNe87fdqk6fxMfUA&c=cxvZCSHQBI_iITCJy-89t-tfAVgAtIjV44M5FUZxR1VOFA0B7_f9hg=


Procession of Palms 

If the procession begins outside the nave, the congregation gathers around the processional cross. If the 

congregation is already seated in the nave, it now stands and faces the processional cross at the entrance to 

the nave. 

Prelude 
 

Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen. 
  

P Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

C Hosanna to the Son of David. 
 

Collect 

P Let us pray. 
Most merciful God, as the people of Jerusalem, with palms in their hands, gathered to 
greet Your dearly beloved Son when He came into His Holy City, grant that we may 
ever hail Him as our King and, when He comes again, may go forth to meet Him with 
trusting and steadfast hearts and follow Him in the way that leads to eternal life; through 
the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

 

Holy Gospel                   John 12:12–19 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twelfth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

P  The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming 
to Jerusalem. So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying out, 
“Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!” 
And Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is written, 

“Fear not, daughter of Zion; 
behold, your king is coming, 
 sitting on a donkey’s colt!” 

His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, then 
they remembered that these things had been written about him and had been done to 
him. The crowd that had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and 
raised him from the dead continued to bear witness. The reason why the crowd went to 
meet him was that they heard he had done this sign. So the Pharisees said to one another, 
“You see that you are gaining nothing. Look, the world has gone after him.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

P  Let us go forth in peace, 

C in the name of the Lord. 



Processional Hymn: 442 All Glory, Laud, and Honor 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Theodulf of Orléans, c. 762–821; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: Melchior Teschner, 1584–1635, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

When all have arrived at their places, the procession concludes with the following: 
 

P Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

C Hosanna in the highest. 
 

A time of silence may be observed to highlight the contrast between Jesus’ triumphal entry and His passion. 
 

Collect of the Day 

P Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting God, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to take upon 
Himself our flesh and to suffer death upon the cross. Mercifully grant that we may follow 
the example of His great humility and patience and be made partakers of His resurrection; 
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
Sit 



Service of the Word 
Old Testament Reading               Isaiah 50:4–9a 

The Lord God has given me 

 the tongue of those who are taught, 

that I may know how to sustain with a word 

 him who is weary. 

Morning by morning he awakens; 

 he awakens my ear 

 to hear as those who are taught. 

The Lord God has opened my ear, 

 and I was not rebellious; 

 I turned not backward. 

I gave my back to those who strike, 

 and my cheeks to those who pull out the beard; 

I hid not my face 

 from disgrace and spitting. 

But the Lord God helps me; 

 therefore I have not been disgraced; 

therefore I have set my face like a flint, 

 and I know that I shall not be put to shame. 

 He who vindicates me is near. 

Who will contend with me? 

 Let us stand up together. 

Who is my adversary? 

 Let him come near to me. 

Behold, the Lord God helps me; 

 who will declare me guilty? 

  A     This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual:  Sung by the Cantor       Hebrews 9:12a, c, 15a; Psalm 111:9a 

Christ entered once for all into the holy places, by means of his own blood, 
 thus securing an eternal redemption. 
Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, 
 so that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance. 
He sent redemption to his people; 
 he has commanded his covenant forever. 

 

 



Epistle             Philippians 2:5–11 
    Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the 

form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but made himself nothing, 
taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human 
form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 
Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every 
name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under 
the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ              Matthew 26—27 
 

440 Jesus, I Will Ponder Now 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626–81; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570–1615 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

P The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ, according to St. Matthew. 
 

The Plot against Jesus and Jesus Anointed at Bethany         Matthew 26:1–16 
     When Jesus had finished all these sayings, he said to his disciples, “You know that after two 

days the Passover is coming, and the Son of Man will be delivered up to be crucified.” 
     Then the chief priests and the elders of the people gathered in the palace of the high priest, 

whose name was Caiaphas, and plotted together in order to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him. 
But they said, “Not during the feast, lest there be an uproar among the people.” 

        Now when Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, a woman came up to him 
with an alabaster flask of very expensive ointment, and she poured it on his head as he reclined 
at table. And when the disciples saw it, they were indignant, saying, “Why this waste? For this 
could have been sold for a large sum and given to the poor.” But Jesus, aware of this, said to 



 them, “Why do you trouble the woman? For she has done a beautiful thing to me. For you 
always have the poor with you, but you will not always have me. In pouring this ointment on my 
body, she has done it to prepare me for burial. Truly, I say to you, wherever this gospel is 
proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will also be told in memory of her.” 

     Then one of the twelve, whose name was Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests and said, 
“What will you give me if I deliver him over to you?” And they paid him thirty pieces of silver. 
And from that moment he sought an opportunity to betray him. 

 

Preparation for the Passover and Institution of the Lord’s Supper       Matthew 26:17–29 
    Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Where will 

you have us prepare for you to eat the Passover?” He said, “Go into the city to a certain man 
and say to him, ‘The Teacher says, My time is at hand. I will keep the Passover at your house 
with my disciples.’” And the disciples did as Jesus had directed them, and they prepared the 
Passover. 

    When it was evening, he reclined at table with the twelve. And as they were eating, he said, 
“Truly, I say to you, one of you will betray me.” And they were very sorrowful and began to say 
to him one after another, “Is it I, Lord?” He answered, “He who has dipped his hand in the dish 
with me will betray me. The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that man by 
whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that man if he had not been 
born.” Judas, who would betray him, answered, “Is it I, Rabbi?” He said to him, “You have said 
so.” 

     Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to the 
disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” And he took a cup, and when he had given 
thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, for this is my blood of the covenant, 
which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you I will not drink again of this 
fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 

 

Anthem:  “Go to Dark Gethsemane,” arr. Jason W. Krug            LSB 436 

Learn from Jesus Christ to pray. Learn from Him to bear the cross. Learn from Jesus 
Christ to die. 

Prediction of Peter’s Denial            Matthew 26:30–35 
 And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. Then Jesus said to 
them, “You will all fall away because of me this night. For it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, 
and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ But after I am raised up, I will go before you to 
Galilee.” Peter answered him, “Though they all fall away because of you, I will never fall away.” 
Jesus said to him, “Truly, I tell you, this very night, before the rooster crows, you will deny me 
three times.” Peter said to him, “Even if I must die with you, I will not deny you!” And all the 
disciples said the same. 
 

Jesus Prays in the Garden of Gethsemane                     Matthew 26:36–46 
 Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to his disciples, “Sit 
here, while I go over there and pray.” And taking with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, 
he began to be sorrowful and troubled. Then he said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even 
to death; remain here, and watch with me.” And going a little farther he fell on his face and 
prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, 
but as you will.” And he came to the disciples and found them sleeping. And he said to Peter, 
“So, could you not watch with me one hour? Watch and pray that you may not enter into 
temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” Again, for the second time, he 
went away and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.” And 
again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. So, leaving them again, he 
went away and prayed for the third time, saying the same words again. Then he came to the 
disciples and said to them, “Sleep and take your rest later on. See, the hour is at hand, and the 



Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer is at 
hand.” 

 

444 No Tramp of Soldiers’ Marching Feet, st. 1-3 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926–2024 
Tune: English; adapt. and harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958, alt. 
Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005149 
Tune: Public domain 



Judas’ Betrayal and the Arrest of Jesus        Matthew 26:47–66 
     While he was still speaking, Judas came, one of the twelve, and with him a great crowd with 

swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people. Now the betrayer had 
given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; seize him.” And he came up to Jesus 
at once and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” And he kissed him. Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you 
came to do.” Then they came up and laid hands on Jesus and seized him. And behold, one of 
those who were with Jesus stretched out his hand and drew his sword and struck the servant of 
the high priest and cut off his ear. Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into its place. 
For all who take the sword will perish by the sword. Do you think that I cannot appeal to my 
Father, and he will at once send me more than twelve legions of angels? But how then should 
the Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must be so?” At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you 
come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs to capture me? Day after day I sat in the 
temple teaching, and you did not seize me. But all this has taken place that the Scriptures of 
the prophets might be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples left him and fled. 

 

Jesus before Caiaphas          Matthew 26:57–68 
     Then those who had seized Jesus led him to Caiaphas the high priest, where the scribes and 

the elders had gathered. And Peter was following him at a distance, as far as the courtyard of 
the high priest, and going inside he sat with the guards to see the end. Now the chief priests 
and the whole Council were seeking false testimony against Jesus that they might put him to 
death, but they found none, though many false witnesses came forward. At last two came 
forward and said, “This man said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God, and to rebuild it in 
three days.’” And the high priest stood up and said, “Have you no answer to make? What is it 
that these men testify against you?” But Jesus remained silent. And the high priest said to him, 
“I adjure you by the living God, tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God.” Jesus said to him, 
“You have said so. But I tell you, from now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the right 
hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.” Then the high priest tore his robes and 
said, “He has uttered blasphemy. What further witnesses do we need? You have now heard his 
blasphemy. What is your judgment?” They answered, “He deserves death.” Then they spit in his 
face and struck him. And some slapped him, saying, “Prophesy to us, you Christ! Who is it that 
struck you?” 

 

Anthem:  “O Dearest Jesus,” arr. John A. Behnke            LSB 439 

 What punishment so strange is suffered yonder!  
The Shepherd dies for sheep that loved to wander. 
The Master pays the debt His servant owes Him, Who would not know Him. 

 

Peter’s Denial            Matthew 26:69–75 
 Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. And a servant girl came up to him and said, 
“You also were with Jesus the Galilean.” But he denied it before them all, saying, “I do not know 
what you mean.” And when he went out to the entrance, another servant girl saw him, and she 
said to the bystanders, “This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.” And again he denied it with an 
oath: “I do not know the man.” After a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, 
“Certainly you too are one of them, for your accent betrays you.” Then he began to invoke a 
curse on himself and to swear, “I do not know the man.” And immediately the rooster crowed. 
And Peter remembered the saying of Jesus, “Before the rooster crows, you will deny me three 
times.” And he went out and wept bitterly. 



Jesus before Pilate and the Death of Judas          Matthew 27:1–14 
   When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people took counsel against 
Jesus to put him to death. And they bound him and led him away and delivered him over to 
Pilate the governor. 
  Then when Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, he changed his mind and 
brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders, saying, “I have sinned 
by betraying innocent blood.” They said, “What is that to us? See to it yourself.” And throwing 
down the pieces of silver into the temple, he departed, and he went and hanged himself. But 
the chief priests, taking the pieces of silver, said, “It is not lawful to put them into the treasury, 
since it is blood money.” So they took counsel and bought with them the potter’s field as a 
burial place for strangers. Therefore that field has been called the Field of Blood to this day. 
Then was fulfilled what had been spoken by the prophet Jeremiah, saying, “And they took the 
thirty pieces of silver, the price of him on whom a price had been set by some of the sons of 
Israel, and they gave them for the potter’s field, as the Lord directed me.” 
  Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the King of the 
Jews?” Jesus said, “You have said so.” But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, 
he gave no answer. Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many things they testify 
against you?” But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was 
greatly amazed. 

 

439 O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken, st.1-3 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Johann Heermann, 1585–1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text and tune: Public domain 



Pilate Sentences Jesus          Matthew 27:15–26 
    Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the crowd any one prisoner 

whom they wanted. And they had then a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. So when they had 
gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus 
who is called Christ?” For he knew that it was out of envy that they had delivered him up. 
Besides, while he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to 
do with that righteous man, for I have suffered much because of him today in a dream.” Now 
the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. The 
governor again said to them, “Which of the two do you want me to release for you?” And they 
said, “Barabbas.” Pilate said to them, “Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?” They 
all said, “Let him be crucified!” And he said, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all 
the more, “Let him be crucified!” 

    So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took 
water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to 
it yourselves.” And all the people answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” Then he 
released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, delivered him to be crucified. 
 

Jesus Mocked and Crucified          Matthew 27:27–44 
   Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they 
gathered the whole battalion before him. And they stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 
and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on his head and put a reed in his right hand. 
And kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” And they spit on 
him and took the reed and struck him on the head. And when they had mocked him, they 
stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him and led him away to crucify him. 
   As they went out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. They compelled this man to 
carry his cross. And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), 
they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall, but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. And 
when they had crucified him, they divided his garments among them by casting lots. Then they 
sat down and kept watch over him there. And over his head they put the charge against him, 
which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” Then two robbers were crucified with him, one 
on the right and one on the left. And those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads 
and saying, “You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself! If you 
are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” So also the chief priests, with the scribes and 
elders, mocked him, saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let 
him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him. He trusts in God; let God deliver 
him now, if he desires him. For he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” And the robbers who were 
crucified with him also reviled him in the same way. 



428 Cross of Jesus, Cross of Sorrow, st.1-3 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: William J. Sparrow Simpson, 1860–1952 
Tune: John Stainer, 1840–1901 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Stand 

 

The Death of Jesus           Matthew 27:45–56 
    Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. And about 

the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My 
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” And some of the bystanders, hearing it, said, “This 
man is calling Elijah.” And one of them at once ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine, 
and put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink. But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether 
Elijah will come to save him.” And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his 
spirit. 

    And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the earth 
shook, and the rocks were split. The tombs also were opened. And many bodies of the saints 
who had fallen asleep were raised, and coming out of the tombs after his resurrection they 
went into the holy city and appeared to many. When the centurion and those who were with 
him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were filled with 
awe and said, “Truly this was the Son of God!” 

    There were also many women there, looking on from a distance, who had followed Jesus 
from Galilee, ministering to him, among whom were Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of 
James and Joseph and the mother of the sons of Zebedee. 



Jesus’ Burial and a Guard Posted         Matthew 27:57–66 
    When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who also was a 

disciple of Jesus. He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate ordered it to be 
given to him. And Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen shroud and laid it in his 
own new tomb, which he had cut in the rock. And he rolled a great stone to the entrance of the 
tomb and went away. Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there, sitting opposite the 
tomb. 

    Next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered 
before Pilate and said, “Sir, we remember how that impostor said, while he was still alive, ‘After 
three days I will rise.’ Therefore order the tomb to be made secure until the third day, lest his 
disciples go and steal him away and tell the people, ‘He has risen from the dead,’ and the last 
fraud will be worse than the first.” Pilate said to them, “You have a guard of soldiers. Go, make it 
as secure as you can.” So they went and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone and setting 
a guard. 
 

Sit 

 

Hymn of the Day:  438 A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
Tune: Wolfgang Dachstein, c. 1487–1553 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005149 
Tune: Public domain 
 

Sermon 
 

Stand 

 
Reception of the Offering 
 

Prayer of the Church 

P Friends in Christ, I urge you all to lift up your hearts to God and pray with me as 
Christ our Lord has taught us and freely promised to hear us. 
  
God, our Father in heaven, look with mercy on us, Your needy children on earth, and 
grant us grace that Your holy name be hallowed by us and all the world through the 
pure and true teaching of Your Word and the fervent love shown forth in our lives. 
Graciously turn from us all false doctrine and evil living whereby Your precious name 
is blasphemed and profaned. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P May Your kingdom come to us and expand. Bring all transgressors and those who are 
blinded and bound in the devil’s kingdom to know Jesus Christ, Your Son, by faith 
that the number of Christians may be increased. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Strengthen us by Your Spirit according to Your will, both in life and in death, in the 
midst of both good and evil things, that our own wills may be crucified daily and 
sacrificed to Your good and gracious will. Into Your merciful hands we commend 



[name(s)] and all who are in need, praying for them at all times: Thy will be done. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish cares, and help us trust in 
You to provide for all our needs. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin against us so that our hearts may 
be at peace and may rejoice in a good conscience before You, and that no sin may ever 
frighten or alarm us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but help us by Your Spirit to subdue our flesh, to 
turn from the world and its ways, and to overcome the devil with all his wiles. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil of both body and soul, now and 
forever. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
Preface          2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and 
given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
eternal life. Grant us Your Spirit, gracious Father, that we may give heed to the 
testament of Your Son in true faith and, above all, firmly take to heart the words with 
which Christ gives to us His body and blood for our forgiveness. By Your grace, lead 
us to remember and give thanks for the boundless love which He manifested to us 
when, by pouring out His precious blood, He saved us from Your righteous wrath and 
from sin, death, and hell. Grant that we may receive the bread and wine, that is, His 
body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive 
our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and 
worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 



Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with His own 
words, we receive His testament: 

 

The Words of Our Lord  

Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Sanctus:  960 Isaiah, Mighty Seer in Days of Old 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
Text and tune: Martin Luther, 1483–1546 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005149 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei:  434 Lamb of God, Pure and Holy 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 
Text and tune: Nicolaus Decius, c. 1485–after 1546 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Sit 



Distribution 
 

547 The Lamb, st.1-3 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Gerald P. Coleman, 1953–2023 
Text and tune: © 1987 and 1997 MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005149 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



634 The Death of Jesus Christ, Our Lord 

 

 

 
 

5 We dare not ask how this can be, 
But simply hold the mystery 
And trust this word where life begins: 
“Given and shed for all your sins.” 

 

6 They who this word do not believe 
This food unworthily receive, 
Salvation here will never find— 
May we this warning keep in mind! 

 

7 But blest is each believing guest 
Who in these promises finds rest; 
For Jesus shall in love remain 
With all who here His grace obtain. 

 

8 Help us sincerely to believe 
That we may worthily receive 
Your Supper and in You find rest. 
Amen! They who believe are blest. 

 
Text (sts. 1–4, 6–8): Haquin Spegel, 1645–1714; (sts. 1–4, 6–8): tr. Olof Olsson, 1841–1900, alt.; (st. 5): composite 
Tune: Sammlung alter und neuer . . . Melodien, 1742 
Text and tune: Public domain 



453 Upon the Cross Extended 

 

 

 

 
5 Your soul in griefs unbounded, 

Your head with thorns surrounded, 
    You died to ransom me. 
The cross for me enduring, 
The crown for me securing, 
    You healed my wounds and set me free. 

 

6 Your cords of love, my Savior, 
Bind me to You forever, 
    I am no longer mine. 
To You I gladly tender 
All that my life can render 
    And all I have to You resign. 

 

7 Your cross I place before me; 
Its saving pow’r restore me, 
    Sustain me in the test. 
It will, when life is ending, 
Be guiding and attending 
    My way to Your eternal rest. 

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. John Kelly, 1833–90, alt. 
Tune: Heinrich Isaac, c. 1450–1517 
Text and tune: Public domain 



Stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis:  938 In Peace and Joy I Now Depart 

 

 

 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; (st. 1): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001, alt.; (st. 2): tr. Christian Worship, 1993, alt. 
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter 
Text (st. 1): © 1979 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005149 
Text (st. 2) and tune: Public domain 

 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this    
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus         Psalm 103:1 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 



Closing Hymn:  441 Ride On, Ride On in Majesty 

 

 

 
 
Text: Henry H. Milman, 1791–1868, alt. 
Tune: Musicalisch Hand-Buch der Geistlichen Melodien, 1690, Hamburg, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Postlude 
 
Service Music: 

 Prelude: 

  “Pasticcio,” by Jean Langlais 

  an wasserflussen babylon (“A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth”) – Johann Pachelbel 
 

 Postlude: 

  herzliebster jesu (“O Dearest Jesus,What Law  Hast Thou Broken”) – Jacob B. Weber 
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