
The Preaching of the Word of Christ  
Bears the Good Fruits of Faith and Love 

 As “the rain and the snow come down from heaven” and “water the earth, making 
it bring forth and sprout” (Is. 55:10), so the Word of God accomplishes the        
purpose for which He speaks it, granting joy and peace through the forgiveness 
of sins and producing the fruits of faith and love in those who are called by His 
name. Christ Jesus, the incarnate Word, has established the name of the Lord 
as “an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off” (Is. 55:13). He opens our ears to 
hear, our minds to understand and our hearts to believe His Word, lest the evil 
one come and snatch it away. He thus transforms our rocky hearts into good 
soil, which clings to the Gospel and “indeed bears fruit” (Matt. 13:23). He is    
Himself the firstfruits of all who “have received the Spirit of adoption as 
sons” (Rom. 8:15). Thus being “led by the Spirit of God,” we are not afraid, but we 
cry out in faith to our Father in heaven (Rom. 8:14–15). For as we suffer with 
Christ, the beloved Son, so shall we “also be glorified with him” (Rom. 8:17). 
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Prelude 
 

Stand 

 

Opening Hymn 823 May God Bestow on Us His Grace 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Richard Massie, 1800–87, alt. 
Tune: Der Lxvj. Deus Misereatur, 1524, Magdeburg 
Text and tune: Public domain 



Confession and Absolution  

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.  

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.                Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 
God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness.                   [Hebrews 10:22] 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth.                       Psalm 124:8 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.              Psalm 32:5 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, 
and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained     
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and 
by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of 

the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.               [John 20:19-23] 

C Amen. 
 
 



Service of the Word 
Introit              Psalm 65:1-9 

 
1Praise is due to you, O God, in | Zion,* 
 and to you shall vows | be performed. 
2O you who | hears prayer,* 
 to you shall | all flesh come. 
3When iniquities prevail a- | gainst me,* 
 you atone for our trans- | gressions. 
4Blessed is the one you choose and bring near, 
 to dwell | in your courts!* 
We shall be satisfied with the goodness of your house, 
 the holiness of your | temple! 
5By awesome deeds you answer us with righteousness, 
 O God of our sal- | vation,* 
the hope of all the ends of the earth 
 and of the | farthest seas; 
6the one who by his strength established the | mountains,* 
 being girded | with might; 
7who stills the roaring of the seas, 
 the roaring | of their waves,* 
 the tumult of the | peoples, 
8so that those who dwell at the ends of the earth are in awe | at your signs.* 
You make the going out of the morning and the evening to | shout for joy. 

9You visit the earth and water it; 
 you greatly enrich it; 
the river of God is full of | water;* 
 you provide their grain, 
 for so you have pre- | pared it. 

 

 



Kyrie                 Mark 10:47 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis              Luke 2:14; John 1:29 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 



 
  

P Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our 
learning, grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest 
them that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Sit 
 

 
Old Testament Reading        Isaiah 55:10–13 

10“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 
 and do not return there but water the earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout, 
 giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
 it shall not return to me empty, 
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
 and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
12“For you shall go out in joy 
 and be led forth in peace; 
the mountains and the hills before you 
 shall break forth into singing, 
 and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
 instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
and it shall make a name for the Lord, 
 an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” 

 A This is the Word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Gradual  sung by the Kantor                Romans 11:33, 36 

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! 
 How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 
For from him and through him and to him are all things.  
 To him be glory forever. Amen. 



Epistle             Romans 8:12–17 

 12So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 13For 

if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the 
deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of 

God. 15For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have 
received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16The Spirit 

himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, then 
heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order 

that we may also be glorified with him. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia 

 
 

Holy Gospel            Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 
  

 
  
 1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2And great 
crowds gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat down. And the whole 
crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “A 
sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the 
birds came and devoured them. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did 
not have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of soil, 
6but when the sun rose they were scorched. And since they had no root, they        
withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 
them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, some a hundredfold, some 
sixty, some thirty. 9He who has ears, let him hear. . . . 



 18“Hear then the parable of the sower: 19When anyone hears the word of the    
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has 
been sown in his heart. This is what was sown along the path. 20As for what was 
sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives 
it with joy, 21yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when       
tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away. 
22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the 
cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves    
unfruitful. 23As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word 
and understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in 
another sixty, and in another thirty.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Nicene Creed 
 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
Sit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hymn of the Day: 586 Preach You the Word 

 

 

 
 

5 Of all his scattered plenteousness 
    One-fourth waves ripe on hill and flat, 
And bears a harvest hundredfold: 
    “Ah, what of that, Lord, what of that!” 

 

6 Preach you the Word and plant it home 
    And never faint; the Harvest Lord 
Who gave the sower seed to sow 
    Will watch and tend His planted Word. 

Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76, alt. 
Tune: Rheinfelssisch Deutsches Catholisches Gesangbuch, 1666, Augsburg 
Text: © 1971 The Franzmann Family. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005149 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon 
 

Stand 
 

Offertory         Psalm 51:10–12 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Reception of the Offering  
 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Service of the Sacrament 
Preface            2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

 

 

   

 

   

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who, out of love for His fallen creation, humbled Himself by taking on the 
form of a servant, becoming obedient unto death, even death upon a cross. Risen 
from the dead, He has freed us from eternal death and given us life everlasting. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud 
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
 



Sanctus              Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lord’s Prayer         Matthew 6:9–13 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 
 
 



The Words of Our Lord  
Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Pax Domini                John 20:19 

 

 



Agnus Dei                  John 1:29 
  

 

 

 

 

 
  

Sit 
 
 

 

 
 

 



Distribution 

766 Our Father, Who from Heaven Above 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76, alt. 
Tune: Rheinfelssisch Deutsches Catholisches Gesangbuch, 1666, Augsburg 
Text: © 1971 The Franzmann Family. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005149 

5 Give us this day our daily bread, 
And let us all be clothed and fed. 
    Save us from hardship, war, and strife; 
    In plague and famine, spare our life, 
That we in honest peace may live, 
To care and greed no entrance give. 

 

6 Forgive our sins, Lord, we implore, 
That they may trouble us no more 
    We, too, will gladly those forgive 
    Who hurt us by the way they live. 
Help us in our community 
To serve each other willingly. 

 

7 Lead not into temptation, Lord, 
Where our grim foe and all his horde 
    Would vex our souls on ev’ry hand. 
     

 Help us resist, help us to stand 
Firm in the faith, a mighty host, 
Through comfort of the Holy Ghost. 

 

8 From evil, Lord, deliver us; 
The times and days are perilous. 
    Redeem us from eternal death, 
    And, when we yield our dying breath, 
Console us, grant us calm release, 
And take our souls to You in peace. 

 

9 Amen, that is, so shall it be. 
Make strong our faith in You, that we 
    May doubt not but with trust believe 
    That what we ask we shall receive. 
Thus in Your name and at Your Word 
We say, “Amen, O hear us, Lord!” 

 



577 Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast 

 

 

 
Text: John Cawood, 1775–1852, alt. 
Tune: The Whole Booke of Psalmes, 1562, London 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 
 

Nunc Dimittis              Luke 2:29–32 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Thanksgiving             Psalm 107:1 

 

 
 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Benedicamus              Psalm 103:1 

 

 
 

Benediction                   Numbers 6:24–26 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Closing Hymn: 743 Jesus, Priceless Treasure 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Text: 

Johann Franck, 1618–77; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text and tune: Public domain 

5 Evil world, I leave thee; 
Thou canst not deceive me, 
    Thine appeal is vain. 
Sin that once did blind me, 
Get thee far behind me, 
    Come not forth again. 
        Past thy hour, 
        O pride and pow’r; 
Sinful life, thy bonds I sever, 
Leave thee now forever. 

6 Hence, all fear and sadness! 
For the Lord of gladness, 
    Jesus, enters in. 
Those who love the Father, 
Though the storms may gather, 
    Still have peace within. 
        Yea, whate’er 
        I here must bear, 
Thou art still my purest pleasure, 
Jesus, priceless treasure! 



 Postlude 

 

Service Music: 

 
Prelude:  
 

JESU, MEINE FREUDE (“Jesus, Priceless Treasure”) – J. S. Bach, BWV 610 
ST. FLAVIAN (“Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast”) – Jan Bender 
ES WOLL UNS GOTT GENADIG SEIN (“May God Bestow on Us His Grace”) – Benjamin Culli 

  

Postlude: 
 
 Fugue in G minor – J. S. Bach, BWV 578 
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3“...A sower went out to sow.  
4And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path,  

and the birds came and devoured them.  
5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil,  

and immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of soil,  
6but when the sun rose they were scorched.  

And since they had no root, they withered away.  
7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them.  

8Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain,  

some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.  
9He who has ears, let him hear… 

 

(Matthew 13) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Artwork:  The Sower. By James Tissot - Online Collection of Brooklyn Museum; Photo: 

Brooklyn Museum, 2006, Public Domain  




