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The Cross of Christ Opens to Us the Way of Repentance to Life with God 
 
The way of the Lord is righteous and just: “The soul who sins shall die” (Ezek. 18:4).    However, 
because the Lord has “no pleasure in the death of anyone” (Ezek. 18:32), He calls sinners to  
repentance and faith in His gracious forgiveness of sins. The man who is thus turned away 
from his wickedness, who henceforth lives by the grace of God, “shall surely live; he shall not 
die” (Ezek. 18:28). This way of repentance has been opened for us by the cross of Christ. In 
the righteousness of faith and love, “he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of 
death” (Phil. 2:8), and He was vindicated in His resurrection from the dead. Indeed, “God has 
highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name” (Phil. 2:9). He has 
given us this name in our Baptism into Christ, in whom we now “shine as lights in the 
world” (Phil. 2:15). He uses the authority that He has received from His Father (Matt. 21:23–27) 
to preach a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, by which even “the tax              
collectors and the prostitutes go into the kingdom of God” (Matt. 21:31–32). 



Prelude 

 

Stand 
 

 

Opening Hymn:  698 May We Thy Precepts, Lord, Fulfill 

 

 

 

 
Text: Edward Osler, 1798–1863, alt. 
Tune: Lowell Mason, 1792–1872 
Text and tune: Public domain 



Confession and Absolution 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.                        Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth.         Psalm 124:8 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.       Psalm 130:3-4 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let 
us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we 
have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our 
sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of 
God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, 
be merciful to me, a sinner.                                     Luke 8:13 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to             
everlasting life. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children 
and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us 
our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, 
and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 

C Amen.               John 20:19-23 



Service of the Word 
Introit              Psalm 147:1–5; antiphon: v. 6 

 

The Lord lifts up the | humble;* 
 he casts the wicked | to the ground. 
 

Praise the Lord! For it is good to sing praises | to our God;* 
 for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is | fitting. 
The Lord builds up Je- | rusalem;* 
 he gathers the outcasts of | Israel. 
He heals the broken- | hearted* 
 and binds | up their wounds. 
He determines the number | of the stars;* 
 he gives to all of | them their names. 
Great is our Lord, and abun- | dant in power;* 
 his understanding is beyond | measure. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 

The Lord lifts up the | humble;* 
 he casts the wicked | to the ground. 

 

Kyrie                 Mark 10:47 

 
 

 



Gloria in Excelsis       Luke 2:14; John 1:29 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 
Almighty God, You exalted Your Son to the place of all honor and authority. Enlighten our 
minds by Your Holy Spirit that, confessing Jesus as Lord, we may be led into all truth; 
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 
 

Sit 



Old Testament Reading            Ezekiel 18:1–4, 25–32 

 1The word of the Lord came to me: 2“What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning 

the land of Israel, ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge’? 
3As I live, declares the Lord God, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4Behold, all 

souls are mine; the soul of the father as well as the soul of the son is mine: the soul who sins shall 
die. . . . 

 25“Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way not 
just? Is it not your ways that are not just? 26When a righteous person turns away from his        

righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it; for the injustice that he has done he shall die. 
27Again, when a wicked person turns away from the wickedness he has committed and does what 

is just and right, he shall save his life. 28Because he considered and turned away from all the  
transgressions that he had committed, he shall surely live; he shall not die. 29Yet the house of 

Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ O house of Israel, are my ways not just? Is it not 
your ways that are not just? 

 30“Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways,  declares the 
Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions, lest iniquity be your ruin. 31Cast away 

from you all the transgressions that you have committed, and make yourselves a new heart and a 
new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, 

declares the Lord God; so turn, and live.”  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
  

Gradual   sung by all                Psalm 91:11; 103:1 

 

He will command his angels con- | cerning you* 
 to guard you in | all your ways. 
Bless the Lord, | O my soul,* 
 and all that is within me, bless his | holy name! 

Epistle           Philippians 2:1–4, 14–18 

 1If there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, 

any affection and sympathy, 2complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, 
being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count 

others more significant than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but 
also to the interests of others. . . . 

 14Do all things without grumbling or questioning, 15that you may be blameless and innocent, 
children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom 

you shine as lights in the world, 16holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I 
may be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. 17Even if I am to be poured out as a drink 

offering upon the sacrificial offering of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. 18Likewise 
you also should be glad and rejoice with me.  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

  



Stand   

 

Alleluia and Verse 

 

 

 

  
 

Holy Gospel          Matthew 21:23–27; 28-32 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came up to him 
as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this 
authority?” 24Jesus answered them, “I also will ask you one question, and if you tell me the answer, 
then I also will tell you by what authority I do these things. 25The baptism of John, from where did it 
come? From heaven or from man?” And they discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say, 
‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘From man,’ 
we are afraid of the crowd, for they all hold that John was a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, 
“We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these 
things.” 28“What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and 
work in the vineyard today.’ 29And he answered, ‘I will not,’ but afterward he changed his mind and 
went. 30And he went to the other son and said the same. And he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but did not go. 
31Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly, I 
say to you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes go into the kingdom of God before you. 32For John 
came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes believed him. And even when you saw it, you did not afterward change your minds and 
believe him.”  
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 
 



Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 



Hymn of the Day:  655 Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word 

 

 

 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1543, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 

 

Stand 

 

Reception of the Offering 
 

Prayer of the Church 



Service of the Sacrament 
Preface              2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless 
blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for 
Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus 
Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not 
die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all       
eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to 
new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 
we laud and magnify Your    glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus       Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 



Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and 
given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
eternal life. 
  
As the glory of Your presence once filled Your ancient temple, so in the incarnation of 
Your Son, Jesus Christ, You manifested the fullness of Your glory in human flesh. 
  
We give You thanks that in His most Holy Supper You reveal Your glory to us. Grant us 
faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood so that we may one day  behold Your glory 
face to face. 
  
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 



Agnus Dei             John 1:29 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Sit 

 

Distribution 

 

848 Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service 

 

 



 

 

 
Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901–84, alt. 
Tune: The Sacred Harp, 1844, Philadelphia 
Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005149 
Tune: Public domain 
 
 

857 Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way 

 

 

 
Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923–2007 Tune: The Whole Booke of Psalmes, 1562, London Text: © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: 
LSB Hymn License no. 110005149 Tune: Public domain  

 



Stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis             Luke 2:29–32 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this       
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus                 Psalm 103:1 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 



Benediction            Numbers 6:24-26 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn:  496 Holy Spirit, Light Divine 

 

 
Text: Andrew Reed, 1787–1862, alt. 
Tune: Orlando Gibbons, 1583–1625 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

 

Postlude 

 

 

 

Cover Art 
 
Painting, John the Baptist Preaching In the Wilderness, by Michaelangelo Cerquoizzi, between 1620-
1660. Art UK. Public Domain.  
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