
Jesus Calls Sinners to Repentance and Newness of Life  

in Accordance with His Mercy 

  In calling Matthew the tax collector to follow Him, Jesus demonstrates that He has come “not to 

call the righteous, but sinners” (Matt. 9:9, 13). As a good physician, He comes not to confirm them in 

their sins, but to heal them with His grace, calling them to repentance, faith and newness of life 

(Matt. 9:12). He puts them to death by the preaching of His Law, in order to raise them with His 

Gospel, to live before Him in the righteousness of His resurrection (Hos. 6:1–2, 5). It is in this way 

that God “gives life to the dead,” that is, through faith in Jesus, “who was delivered up for our           

trespasses and raised for our justification” (Rom. 4:17, 24–25). Thus, sinners from all nations are 

called to share the same faith as Abraham, the father of all who trust in Jesus (Rom. 4:16–18). And 

as our Lord in mercy thus welcomes us poor sinners to recline at the table in His house, so does 

He “desire steadfast love and not sacrifice” (Matt. 9:10, 13; Hos. 6:6), that we should have mercy on 

our neighbors and forgive their sins against us for Jesus’ sake. 
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Prelude 
 
 

Stand 

 
 

Opening Hymn: 915 Today Your Mercy Calls Us 

 

 

 

 
Text: Oswald Allen, 1816–78, alt. 
Tune: Friedrich K. Anthes, 1812–after 1857 
Text and tune: Public domain 



Confession and Absolution  

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.  

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.                Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 
God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness.                   [Hebrews 10:22] 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth.                       Psalm 124:8 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.              Psalm 32:5 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, 
and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained     
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and 
by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of 

the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.               [John 20:19-23] 

C Amen. 
 
 



Service of the Word 
Introit                   Psalm 50: 1–2, 6–10, 14–15 

 
1The Mighty One, God the Lord, speaks and sum- | mons the earth* 
 from the rising of the sun to its | setting. 
2Out of Zion, the perfection of | beauty,* 
 God | shines forth. 
6The heavens declare his | righteousness,* 
 for God him- | self is judge! 
7“Hear, O my people, and I will speak; 
 O Israel, I will testify a- | gainst you.* 
 I am | God, your God. 
8Not for your sacrifices do I re- | buke you;* 
 your burnt offerings are continually be- | fore me. 
9I will not accept a bull | from your house* 
 or goats | from your folds. 
10For every beast of the for- | est is mine,* 
 the cattle on a | thousand hills. 
14Offer to God a sacrifice of thanks- | giving,* 
 and perform your vows to the | Most High, 
15and call upon me in the day of | trouble;* 
 I will deliver you, and you shall glo- | rify me.” 

 

 
Kyrie                 Mark 10:47 

 
 
 



 
 

Gloria in Excelsis        Luke 2:14; John 1:29 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 

 
  

P Almighty and most merciful God, You sent Your Son, Jesus Christ, to seek and to 
save the lost. Graciously open our ears and our hearts to hear His call and to follow 
Him by faith that we may feast with Him forever in His kingdom; through the same 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 



  

 
 

Sit 
 

 
Old Testament Reading      Hosea 5:15—6:6 

15I will return again to my place, 
 until they acknowledge their guilt and seek my face, 
 and in their distress earnestly seek me. 

1“Come, let us return to the Lord; 
 for he has torn us, that he may heal us; 
 he has struck us down, and he will bind us up. 
2After two days he will revive us; 
 on the third day he will raise us up, 
 that we may live before him. 
3Let us know; let us press on to know the Lord; 
 his going out is sure as the dawn; 
he will come to us as the showers, 
 as the spring rains that water the earth.” 
4What shall I do with you, O Ephraim? 
 What shall I do with you, O Judah? 
Your love is like a morning cloud, 
 like the dew that goes early away. 
5Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets; 
 I have slain them by the words of my mouth, 
 and my judgment goes forth as the light. 
6For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, 
 the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Gradual  sung by the Kantor              Psalm 145:3, 5b, 6b 

Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised, 
 and his greatness is unsearchable. 
On your wondrous works, I will meditate, 
 and I will declare your greatness. 

 

 

 



Epistle          Romans 4:13–25 

 13The promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did not 

come through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14For if it is the adherents of 
the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law brings 

wrath, but where there is no law there is no transgression. 

 16That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be 
guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one 
who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, 17as it is written, “I have 

made you the father of many nations”—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, 
who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 18In hope 

he believed against hope, that he should become the father of many nations, as he had 
been told, “So shall your offspring be.” 19He did not weaken in faith when he considered 

his own body, which was as good as dead (since he was about a hundred years old), or 
when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20No distrust made him waver   
concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God,  
21fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. 22That is why his faith 
was “counted to him as righteousness.” 23But the words “it was counted to him” were not 

written for his sake alone, 24but for ours also. It will be counted to us who believe in him 
who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, 25who was delivered up for our trespasses and 

raised for our justification. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia 

 
 

Holy Gospel         Matthew 9:9–13 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the ninth chapter. 
  

 



 9As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax 
booth, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and followed him. 
 10And as Jesus reclined at table in the house, behold, many tax collectors and    
sinners came and were reclining with Jesus and his disciples. 11And when the     
Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax 
collectors and sinners?” 12But when he heard it, he said, “Those who are well have 
no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 13Go and learn what this means, ‘I 
desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’ For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
  

 Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 



Sit 
 

Hymn of the Day: 798 The God of Abraham Praise 

 

 

 

 
5 Though nature’s strength decay, 

    And earth and hell withstand, 
To Canaan’s bounds I urge my way 
    At His command. 
The wat’ry deep I pass, 
    With Jesus in my view, 
And through the howling wilderness 
    My way pursue. 

 

6 The goodly land I see, 
    With peace and plenty blest: 
A land of sacred liberty 
    And endless rest. 
There milk and honey flow, 
    And oil and wine abound, 
And trees of life forever grow 
    With mercy crowned. 

 

7 There dwells the Lord our king, 
    The Lord our righteousness, 
Triumphant o’er the world and sin, 
    The Prince of Peace. 
On Zion’s sacred height 

    His kingdom He maintains 
And glorious with His saints in light 
    Forever reigns. 

 

8 The God who reigns on high 
    The great archangels sing, 
And “Holy, holy, holy!” cry, 
    “Almighty King! 
Who was and is the same 
    And evermore shall be: 
Jehovah, Father, great I AM! 
    We worship Thee!” 

 

D   9 The whole triumphant host 

       Give thanks to God on high. 

      “Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!” 

         They ever cry. 

       Hail, Abr’ham’s God and mine! 

         I join the heav’nly lays: 

       All might and majesty are Thine 

        And endless praise! 



Sermon 

 
Stand 

 

Offertory         Psalm 51:10–12 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Reception of the Offering  
 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
Preface            2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

 

 

   

 

   

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. Therefore, with angels and anrchangels and with all the company of   
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and    
saying: 



 

Sanctus              Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



Lord’s Prayer         Matthew 6:9–13 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 
 
 



The Words of Our Lord  
Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Pax Domini                John 20:19 

 



 
 

Agnus Dei                  John 1:29 
  

 

 

 

 

 



Sit 
 

Distribution 
 

609 Jesus Sinners Doth Receive 

 

 

 

 
 
5 Oh, how blest it is to know: 

    Were as scarlet my transgression, 
It shall be as white as snow 
    By Thy blood and bitter passion; 
For these words I now believe: 
Jesus sinners doth receive. 

 

6 Now my conscience is at peace; 
    From the Law I stand acquitted. 
Christ hath purchased my release 
    And my ev’ry sin remitted. 
Naught remains my soul to grieve: 
Jesus sinners doth receive. 

 

7 Jesus sinners doth receive; 
    Also I have been forgiven; 
And when I this earth must leave, 
    I shall find an open heaven. 
Dying, still to Him I cleave: 
Jesus sinners doth receive. 



Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; Erdmann Neumeister, 1671–1756 
Tune: Neu-verfertigtes Darmstädtisches Gesang-Buch, 1699, Darmstadt 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

620 Jesus Comes Today with Healing 

 

 

 

 
 
5 Let me praise God’s boundless favor, 

Whose own feast of love I savor, 
    Bidden by His gracious call. 
Wedding garments He provides me, 
With a robe of white He hides me, 
    Fits me for the royal hall. 

 
6 Now have I found consolation, 

Comfort in my tribulation, 
    Balm to heal the troubled soul. 
God, my shield from ev’ry terror, 
Cleanses me from sin and error, 
    Makes my wounded spirit whole. 

Text: Heinrich Puchta, 1808–58; tr. David W. Rogner, 1960 
Tune: Johann Löhner, 1645–1705; adapt. Johann Balthasar König, 1691–1758 
Text: © David W. Rogner. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005149 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 
 



Nunc Dimittis             Luke 2:29–32 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Thanksgiving          Psalm 107:1 

 

 
 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 



 

 
 

Benedicamus              Psalm 103:1 

 

 
 

Benediction                              Numbers 6:24–26 

 
 

 

 



 
 

Closing Hymn:  688 “Come, Follow Me,” the Savior Spake 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Charles W. Schaeffer, 1813–96; (sts. 1–3, 5): Johann Scheffler, 1624–77; (st. 4): Geistliche Lieder und Lobgesänge, 1695 
Tune: Bartholomäus Gesius, c. 1555–1613, adapt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Postlude 

 
 

 



Service Music: 

 Prelude: 
  Toccata in E minor - Anonymous 
  meinen jesum lass ich nicht (“Jesus Sinners Doth Receive”) – Jan Bender 
  yigdal (“The God of Abraham Praise”) – setting by Fritz Lubrich and Steven Wente  
 
 Postlude: 
  machs mit mir, gott (“’Come, Follow Me,’ the Savior Spake”) – Sam Eatherton 
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