
 

 

 

 

Second Sunday After the Epiphany 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Divine Service—Setting Three—LSB 184 

 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
Keller, Texas 

January 18, 2026 

Second Sunday after Epiphany and also 
 “Life Sunday”  

 
  This is also our annual "Life Sunday".  God gives life, a 

precious gift.  We want to cherish and protect it at all 
stages, and especially for the weak and helpless among 
us. The church continues to speak God's unchanging word 
of life, and works to love our neighbor, individually and 
corporately.  As Luther's explanation of the 5th 
Commandment meaning teaches, "We should fear and 
love God so that we do not hurt or harm our neighbor in his 
body, but help and support him in every physical need." 

 
  This morning, as we observe "Life Sunday," we understand 

that our lives are precious in His sight from conception until 
He calls us home.  We also sadly note that in this country 
alone, over 64 million lives have been taken via abortion 
since it was legalized on January 22nd, 1973, by the Roe v. 
Wade decision.  We pray that the Lord of Life will turn 
hearts toward Him in repentance and bring an end to this 
barbaric practice.  We also rejoice in the forgiveness of 
Christ, whose blood covers all sins for those who trust in 
Him, even the sin of abortion.   



Prelude 

Stand 
 
 

Prelude 
 
 

401 From God the Father, Virgin-Born 

 

 

 
 
5 Lord, once You came to earth’s domain 

And, we believe, shall come again; 
Be with us on the battlefield, 
From ev’ry harm Your people shield. 

 

D 6 To You, O Lord, all glory be 
For this Your blest epiphany; 
To God, whom all His hosts adore, 
And Holy Spirit evermore. 

 
Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: Antiphoner, 1753, Grenoble 
Text and tune: Public domain 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



Confession and Absolution 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.                Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 
grant us forgiveness.            [Hebrews 10:22] 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth.             Psalm 124:8 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.              Psalm 32:5 
 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and 
eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent 
of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus 
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead 
and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.          [John 20:19-23] 

C Amen. 
 
 



Service of the Word 
Introit       Psalm 19:1–4a, b; antiphon: v. 14 

 

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable | in your sight,* 
 O Lord, my rock and my re- | deemer. 
The heavens declare the glo- | ry of God,* 
 and the sky above proclaims his | handiwork. 
Day to day | pours out speech,* 
 and night to night reveals | knowledge. 
There is no speech, nor | are there words,* 
 whose voice | is not heard. 
Their measuring line goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end | of the 
world.* 
 In them he has set a tent | for the sun. 
 which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his | chamber,* 
 and, like a strong man, runs its | course with joy. 
Its rising is from the end of the heavens, 
 and its circuit to the | end of them,* 
 and there is nothing hidden | from its heat. 
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 
 be acceptable | in your sight,* 
 O Lord, my rock and my re- | deemer. 
 

 

 
 



Kyrie            Mark 10:47 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis        Luke 2:14; John 1:29 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 

 
  

P Almighty and everlasting God, who governs all things in heaven and on earth,   
mercifully hear the prayers of Your people and grant us Your peace through all our 
days; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading          Isaiah 49:1–7 

Listen to me, O coastlands, 
 and give attention, you peoples from afar. 
The Lord called me from the womb, 
 from the body of my mother he named my name. 
He made my mouth like a sharp sword; 
 in the shadow of his hand he hid me; 
he made me a polished arrow; 
 in his quiver he hid me away. 
And he said to me, “You are my servant, 
 Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” 
But I said, “I have labored in vain; 
 I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; 
yet surely my right is with the Lord, 



 and my recompense with my God.” 
And now the Lord says, 
 he who formed me from the womb to be his servant, 
to bring Jacob back to him; 
 and that Israel might be gathered to him— 
for I am honored in the eyes of the Lord, 
 and my God has become my strength— 
he says: 
“It is too light a thing that you should be my servant 
 to raise up the tribes of Jacob 
 and to bring back the preserved of Israel; 
I will make you as a light for the nations, 
 that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 
Thus says the Lord, 
 the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, 
to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nation, 
 the servant of rulers: 
“Kings shall see and arise; 
 princes, and they shall prostrate themselves; 
because of the Lord, who is faithful, 
 the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” 

 A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual   Sung by the Cantor          Psalm 117:1–2a; 96:8 

Praise the Lord, all nations! 
 Extol him, all peoples! 
For great is his steadfast love toward us, 
 and the faithfulness of the Lord endures forever. 
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; 
 bring an offering, and come into his courts! 

Epistle               1 Corinthians 1:1–9 

 Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and our brother Sosthe-
nes, 

 To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be 
saints together with all those who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, both their Lord and ours: 

 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given 

you in Christ Jesus, that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech and all 
knowledge—even as the testimony about Christ was confirmed among you—so that you 
are not lacking in any spiritual gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God 
is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord.  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
Stand 



Alleluia 

 
Holy Gospel          John 1:29–42a 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 
  

 
  
 The next day [John] saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of 
God, who takes away the sin of the world! This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a 
man who ranks before me, because he was before me.’ I myself did not know him, but 
for this purpose I came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to Israel.” And 
John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained on 
him. I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to me, 
‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the 
Holy Spirit.’ And I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.” 
 The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples, and he looked at Jesus 
as he walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” The two disciples heard him say 
this, and they followed Jesus. Jesus turned and saw them following and said to them, 
“What are you seeking?” And they said to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where 
are you staying?” He said to them, “Come and you will see.” So they came and saw 
where he was staying, and they stayed with him that day, for it was about the tenth hour. 
One of the two who heard John speak and followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter’s 
brother. He first found his own brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the   
Messiah” (which means Christ). He brought him to Jesus. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 



Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Sit 

 

 



Hymn of the Day: 402 The Only Son from Heaven 

 

 

 

 
 
Text (sts. 1–3): Elisabeth Cruciger, c. 1500–1535; (sts. 1–3): tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806–74, alt.; (st. 4): Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978 
Tune: Eyn Enchiridion oder Handbüchlein, 1524, Erfurt 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Sermon 

 
Stand 

 

Offertory            Psalm 51:10–12 

 



 

 

 

 
Reception Of the Offering 

 
Prayer Of the Church 



Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface            2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 



P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord; for what had been hidden from before the foundation of the world You 
have made known to the nations in Your Son. In Him, being found in the substance 
of our mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness of Your glory. Therefore 
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and      
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus                                        Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Lord’s Prayer         Matthew 6:9–13 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 



 
 

 The Words of Our Lord 
Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Pax Domini                John 20:19 

 

 
 

 Agnus Dei              John 1:29 

  

 

 

 



 

 
Sit 
 

Distribution 
 

 434 Lamb of God, Pure and Holy 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 
Text and tune: Nicolaus Decius, c. 1485–after 1546 
Text and tune: Public domain 



400 Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Reginald Heber, 1783–1826, alt. 
Tune: James P. Harding, 1850–1911, adapt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis             Luke 2:29–32 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 
Thanksgiving              Psalm 107:1 

 

 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this   
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 

 



 
Benedicamus              Psalm 103:1 

 

 
Benediction                Numbers 6:24–26 

 

 

 

 
 



688 “Come, Follow Me,” the Savior Spake 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: tr. Charles W. Schaeffer, 1813–96; (sts. 1–3, 5): Johann Scheffler, 1624–77; (st. 4): Geistliche Lieder und Lobgesänge, 1695 
Tune: Bartholomäus Gesius, c. 1555–1613, adapt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 



Postlude 

 

Service Music: 

 Prelude: 

  herr christ, der einig gottes sohn (“The Only Son from Heaven”) 
   -settings by Johann Pachelbel and Mark Knickelbein  

 Postlude: 
  mit fried und freud (“In Peace and Joy I Now Depart”) – J. S. Bach, BWV 616 
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