
 

 

 

 

The Third Sunday in Lent 
 
 
 
 

 Divine Service—Setting Three—LSB 184 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
Keller, Texas 

March 8, 2026 

We Worship the Father of Our Lord Jesus Christ  
in the Spirit and Truth of His Gospel 

 
Though the Lord had brought them out of Egypt, “all the congregation of the people of 
Israel” grumbled against Him because “there was no water for the people to drink” (Ex. 
17:1). Despite their quarreling, the Lord graciously provided for them. He did not 
strike the people for their sins, but by the hand of Moses He struck the rock instead 
and brought forth water for the people. In the same way, living water flows from the 
pierced side of Christ at “about the sixth hour” (John 4:6; 19:14), when He is lifted up on 
the cross for the sins of the world. He is “the gift of God” (John 4:10), the well from 
which the Holy Spirit is poured out and becomes in His people “a spring of water 
welling up to eternal life” (John 4:14). By this grace in which we stand, being at peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, we “worship the Father in spirit and 
truth” (John 4:23). “We rejoice in hope of the glory of God” because “God’s love has been 
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us” (Rom. 5:2, 5). 
 
 



Prelude 
 
Stand 

 
 
 

Opening Hymn: 823 May God Bestow on Us His Grace 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Richard Massie, 1800–87, alt. 
Tune: Der Lxvj. Deus Misereatur, 1524, Magdeburg 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
 
 
 



Confession and Absolution  

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.  

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.                Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 
God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness.                   [Hebrews 10:22] 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth.                       Psalm 124:8 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.              Psalm 32:5 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, 
and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained serv-
ant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by 
the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.               [John 20:19-23] 

C Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Service of the Word 
Introit                Psalm 84:1–5, 10–12; antiphon: v. 5 

 

Blessed are those whose strength is in you, 
 in whose heart are the highways to Zion. 
 

How lovely is your | dwelling place,* 
 O | Lord of hosts! 
My soul longs, yes, faints for the courts | of the Lord;* 
 my heart and flesh sing for joy to the | living God. 
Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may | lay her 
young,* 
 at your altars, O Lord of hosts, my King | and my God. 
Blessed are those who dwell | in your house,* 
 ever sing- | ing your praise! 
Blessed are those whose strength is | in you,* 
 in whose heart are the highways to | Zion. 
For a day in your courts is better 
 than a thousand | elsewhere.* 
I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God 
 than dwell in the tents of | wickedness. 
For the Lord God is a sun and shield; 
 the Lord bestows favor and | honor.* 
No good thing does he withhold 
 from those who walk up- | rightly. 
O | Lord of hosts,* 
 blessed is the one who | trusts in you! 
 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 

Blessed are those whose strength is in you, 
 in whose heart are the highways to Zion. 
 

Kyrie                 Mark 10:47 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 

 
  

P O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray 
from Your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace 
and hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
Sit 

 

[10:45 AM] Anthem:  “Hear My Prayer,” by Moses Hogan 

O Lord, please hear my prayer, In the mornin’ when I rise. 
It’s Your servant bound for glory. O dear Lord, please hear my prayer. 
O Lord, please hear my prayer, Kep me safe within Your arms. 
It’s your servant bound for glory, O dear Lord, please hear my prayer. 
When my work on earth is done, and You come to take me home, 
Just to know I’m bound for glory, and to hear You say well done. 
Done with sin and sorrow, have mercy. Amen. 



Old Testament Reading         Exodus 17:1–7 

 All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the wilderness of Sin by 

stages, according to the commandment of the Lord, and camped at Rephidim, but there 
was no   water for the people to drink. Therefore the people quarreled with Moses and 

said, “Give us water to drink.” And Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? 
Why do you test the Lord?” But the people thirsted there for water, and the people   

grumbled against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt, to kill us and 
our children and our livestock with thirst?” So Moses cried to the Lord, “What shall I do 

with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” And the Lord said to Moses, “Pass 
on before the people, taking with you some of the elders of Israel, and take in your hand 
the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. Behold, I will stand before you there on 

the rock at Horeb, and you shall strike the rock, and water shall come out of it, and the 
people will drink.” And Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. And he called 

the name of the place Massah and Meribah,      because of the quarreling of the people of 
Israel, and because they tested the Lord by saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm         Psalm 119:81–96 

 
REFRAIN: 
Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 
REFRAIN: 
Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 
 

Kaph 

My soul longs for your sal- | vation;* 
 I hope | in your word. 
My eyes long for your | promise;* 
 I ask, “When will you | comfort me?” 
For I have become like a wineskin | in the smoke,* 
 yet I have not forgotten your | statutes. 
How long must your ser- | vant endure?* 
 When will you judge those who perse- | cute me? 
The insolent have dug pit- | falls for me;* 
 they do not live according | to your law. 
All your command- | ments are sure;* 
 they persecute me with falsehood; | help me! 
They have almost made an end of me | on earth,* 
 but I have not forsaken your | precepts. 
In your steadfast love | give me life,* 
 that I may keep the testimonies | of your mouth. 

REFRAIN 



Lamedh 

Forever, | O Lord,* 
 your word is firmly fixed in the | heavens. 
Your faithfulness endures to all gener- | ations;* 
 you have established the earth, and it | stands fast. 
By your appointment they | stand this day,* 
 for all things are your | servants. 
If your law had not been | my delight,* 
 I would have perished in my af- | fliction. 
I will never forget your | precepts,* 
 for by them you have giv- | en me life. 
I am yours; | save me,* 
 for I have sought your | precepts. 
The wicked lie in wait to de- | stroy me,* 
 but I consider your testi- | monies. 
I have seen a limit to all per- | fection,* 
 but your commandment is exceed- | ingly broad. 

REFRAIN 
 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

              REFRAIN   

 

Epistle                                   Romans 5:1–8 

 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we 

stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. More than that, we rejoice in our           
sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, 
and character produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has 

been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 

 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For one will 
scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even 

to die— but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

*Psalm:  The Venite (Psalm 95)              music can be found on LSB p.220 

ALL: Oh come, let us sing to the Lord; 
 let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 
 let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! 

   For the Lord is a great God, 
 and a great King above all gods. 
In his hand are the depths of the earth; 
 the heights of the mountains are his also. 



Women: The sea is his, for he made it, 
  and his hands formed the dry land. 
Oh come, let us worship and bow down; 
  let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker! 

Men: For he is our God, 
 and we are the people of his pasture, 
 and the sheep of his hand. 

Choir: Today, if you hear his voice, 
 do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah, 
 as on the day at Massah in the wilderness, 
when your fathers put me to the test 
 and put me to the proof, though they had seen my work. 

ALL: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Stand 
 

Holy Gospel                John 4:5–26 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourth chapter. 

     
    [Jesus] came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had given to 
his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, was 
sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth hour.  
       There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a 
drink.” (For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) The Samaritan woman 
said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of                 
Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, “If you knew 
the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have 
asked him, and he would have given you living water.” The   woman said to him, “Sir, you 
have nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 
Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it himself, as 
did his sons and his livestock.” Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will 
be thirsty again, but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty 
forever. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to 
eternal life.” The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty 
or have to come here to draw water.”  
       Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” The woman answered him, 
“I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; for 
you have had five husbands, and the one you now have is not your husband. What you 
have said is true.” The woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. Our 
fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where    
people ought to worship.” Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming 
when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. You worship 



what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. But the 
hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit 
and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him. God is spirit, and those who    
worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah 
is coming (he who is called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all things.” Jesus said to 
her, “I who speak to you am he.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

    
 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 



Hymn of the Day:  615 When in the Hour of Deepest Need 

[10:45 AM] st.2 & 4 choir only 

 

 

 
 
5 O from our sins, Lord, turn Your face; 

Absolve us through Your boundless grace. 
Be with us in our anguish still; 
Free us at last from ev’ry ill. 

 
6 So we with all our hearts each day 

To You our glad thanksgiving pay, 
Then walk obedient to Your Word, 
And now and ever praise You, Lord. 

 
Text: Paul Eber, 1511–69; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Louis Bourgeois, c. 1510–61 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 

Stand 
 

Offertory                     Psalm 51:10–12 

 



 

 

 

 
Reception of the Offering 
 

Prayer of the Church 

Service of the Sacrament 
Preface            2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

 



  

 

 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a 
ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to 
celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your   
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sanctus        Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Lord’s Prayer        Matthew 6:9–13 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 
  



The Words of Our Lord  
Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Pax Domini                John 20:19 

 



 
Agnus Dei                  John 1:29  

 

 

 

 

  



Sit 
 

Distribution 

617 O Lord, We Praise Thee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (st. 1): German, 14th cent.; (sts. 2–3): Martin Luther, 1483–1546 
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005149 
Tune: Public domain 



421 Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Johann Heermann, 1585–1647; tr. composite, alt. 
Tune: Johann Balthasar König, 1691–1758 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 

 

 

 

 



Nunc Dimittis        Luke 2:29–32 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Thanksgiving            Psalm 107:1 

 

 
 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 



 

 
Benedicamus                                                         Psalm 103:1 

 

 
Benediction                 Numbers 6:24–26 

 

 

 



 
 

Closing Hymn: 716 I Walk in Danger All the Way 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



5 I walk with Jesus all the way, 
    His guidance never fails me; 
Within His wounds I find a stay 
    When Satan’s pow’r assails me; 
And by His footsteps led, 
My path I safely tread. 
    No evil leads my soul astray; 
    I walk with Jesus all the way. 

 
6 My walk is heav’nward all the way; 

    Await, my soul, the morrow, 
When God’s good healing shall allay 
    All suff’ring, sin, and sorrow. 
Then, worldly pomp, begone! 
To heav’n I now press on. 
    For all the world I would not stay; 
    My walk is heav’nward all the way. 

 
 
Text: Hans Adolf Brorson, 1694–1764; tr. Ditlef G. Ristad, 1863–1938, alt. 
Tune: Geist-reiches Gesang-Buch, 1708, 4th ed., Halle, ed. Johann A. Freylinghausen 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Postlude 

*Service Notes: 

In addition to the introit and gradual, our tradition also appoints a chapter or pericope from the 

Psalms to every liturgy that may be sung between the readings. Psalm 95 is appointed this week, 
so in addition to our journey through the entire chapter of Psalm 119 throughout the season of 

Lent, we will sing Psalm 95 this morning using the familiar musical setting found in our Matins 
liturgy. However, this setting skips two verses from that chapter, and today they have been added 

back in, to be sung by the choir or soloist, before we conclude with “Glory be to the Father…”   
Be sure to note which verses are sung by the choir/soloist, men, women, and all.  
 

Our opening hymn is a familiar one we have sung for many years; however the tune is not the one 

we have traditionally used at Messiah. “May God Bestow on Us His Grace” is usually sung to the 
tune found at LSB 824, but this morning we use the older, original tune found at LSB 823. In the 

past two years, both the school choirs and church choir have sung the hymn to this tune, so you 
may find that you have heard it before. To assist with making the tune more familiar, and thus 

easier for us to all sing together, take note of both the organ introduction and two portions of the 
prelude which explore this tune for our aural learning. 

Service Music: 

 Prelude:   
  es wolle gott uns gnadig sein (“May God Bestow on Us His Grace”) 

   -settings by Paul Bouman and Benjamin T. Culli   
  wenn wir in hochsten noten sein (“When in the Hour of Deepest Need”) 

   -J. S. Bach (BWV 641) 

 Postlude: 

  “Miniature No.5,” by David Maxwell 
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