The Fourth Sunday in Lent

Divine Service—Setting Three—LSB 184

By His Word of the Gospel,
Jesus Calls Us Out of the Darkness into His Marvelous Light

The Lord is grieved by the spiritual blindness of His people, yet in mercy He does
not forsake them. He restrains His anger and keeps His peace, until He opens their
ears and eyes to hear and see Him. “For his righteousness’ sake,” He magnifies His
Word and makes it glorious in the coming of Christ Jesus (Is. 42:21). Jesus turns “the
darkness before them into light” (Is. 42:16) because He is “the light of the world” (John
9:5). The incarnate Son of God does the works of His Father and displaysthe divine
glory in His own flesh “while it is day,” until that night “when no one can work” (John
9:4). By the washing of water with His Word, He opens the eyes of the blind and
grants rest to the weary. Therefore, though “at one time you were darkness,” now
“you are light in the Lord” (Eph. 5:8). By our Baptism into Christ, we live in the
eternal day of His resurrection, wherein He shines upon us. As often as we fall back
into the darkness of sin, He calls us by the Gospel to “awake, O sleeper, and arise
Jrom the dead” (Eph. 5:14).
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Prelude

Stand

Opening Hymn: 744 Amazing Grace
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1A - maz - ing grace— how sweet the sound—  That
2 The Lord has prom - ised good to me, His
3 Through man - vy dan - gers, toils, and snares I
4 Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail And
5 When we’ve been there ten thou - sand years, Bright
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saved a wretch like me! I once was lost but
Word my hope se - cures; He will my shield and
have al - read - come; His grace has brought me
mor - tal life shall cease, A - maz - ing grace shall
shin - ing as the sun, We’ve no less days to
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now am  found, Was blind but now I see!
por - tion be As long as life en - dures.
safe thus far, His grace  will lead me home.
then pre - vail In heav - en’s joy and peace.
sing God’s praise Than when  we’d first be - gun.

Text (sts. 1-4): John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.; (st. 5): A Collection of Sacred Ballads, 1790, Richmond
Tune: Columbian Harmony, 1829, Cincinnati
Text and tune: Public domain




Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
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In the name of the Father and of the -I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen. Matthew 28:19b; [18:20]

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto
God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us

forgiveness. [Hebrews 10:22]
Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth. Psalm 124:8
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,

and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. Psalm 32:5

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

(P)

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them,
and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent,
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained serv-
ant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by
the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the I« Son and of the Holy Spirit. [John 20:19-23]
Amen.




Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 27:4-9, 14, antiphon: Psalm 25:15

My eyes are ever toward the LORD,
for he will pluck my feet out of the net.

One thing have I asked of the LorD, that will I seek | after:*
that I may dwell in the house of the LorD all the days of my life,
to gaze upon the beauty of the LorRD and to inquire in his | temple.
For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of | trouble;*
he will conceal me under the cover of his tent;
he will lift me high up- | on a rock.
And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies all around me,
and I will offer in his tent sacrifices with | shouts of joy;*
I will sing and make melody | to the LoRb.
Hear, O Lorp, when I | cry aloud;*
be gracious to me and | answer me!
You have said, | “Seek my face.”*
My heart says to you,
“Your face, LorDp, | do I seek.”
Hide not your face from me.
Turn not your servant away in | anger,*
O you who have been my help.
Cast me not off; forsake me not,
O God of my sal- | vation!
Wait | for the LorD;*
be strong, and let your heart take courage;
wait | for the LOorD!

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

My eyes are ever toward the LORD,
for he will pluck my feet out of the net.

Kyrie Mark 10:47
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
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P The Lord be with you.
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P Let us pray.

P) Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and
though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide
for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your
merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing
obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Sit

Anthem: “God’s Peace to You,” by Ruth Elaine Schram




Old Testament Reading

For a long time I have held my peace;
I have kept still and restrained myself;
now [ will cry out like a woman in labor;
I will gasp and pant.
I will lay waste mountains and hills,
and dry up all their vegetation;
I will turn the rivers into islands,
and dry up the pools.
And I will lead the blind
in a way that they do not know,
in paths that they have not known
I will guide them.
I will turn the darkness before them into light,
the rough places into level ground.
These are the things I do,
and I do not forsake them.
They are turned back and utterly put to shame,
who trust in carved idols,
who say to metal images,
“You are our gods.”

Hear, you deaf,
and look, you blind, that you may see!

Who is blind but my servant,
or deaf as my messenger whom I send?

Who is blind as my dedicated one,
or blind as the servant of the LOrRD?

He sees many things, but does not observe them;
his ears are open, but he does not hear.

The LorD was pleased, for his righteousness’ sake,
to magnify his law and make it glorious.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Isaiah 42:14-21




Psalm 119:113-128
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REFRAIN:

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.
REFRAIN:

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.

SAMEKH

I HATE THE DOUBLE- | MINDED, *
BUT I | LOVE YOUR LAW.
YOU ARE MY HIDING PLACE | AND MY SHIELD;*
I HOPE | IN YOUR WORD.
DEPART FROM ME, YOU EVIL- | DOERS, *
THAT I MAY KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS | OF MY GOD.
UPHOLD ME ACCORDING TO YOUR PROMISE, THAT | [ MAY LIVE,*
AND LET ME NOT BE PUT TO SHAME | IN MY HOPE!
HOLD ME UP, THAT I | MAY BE SAFE*
AND HAVE REGARD FOR YOUR STATUTES CON- | TINUALLY!
YOU SPURN ALL WHO GO ASTRAY FROM YOUR | STATUTES, *
FOR THEIR CUNNING | IS IN VAIN.
ALL THE WICKED OF THE EARTH YOU DIS- | CARD LIKE DROSS, *
THEREFORE | LOVE YOUR TESTI- | MONIES.
MY FLESH TREMBLES FOR | FEAR OF YOU,*
AND I AM AFRAID OF YOUR | JUDGMENTS.
REFRAIN

AYIN

I HAVE DONE WHAT IS | JUST AND RIGHT;*
DO NOT LEAVE ME TO MY OP- | PRESSORS.
GIVE YOUR SERVANT A | PLEDGE OF GOOD;*
LET NOT THE INSOLENT OP- | PRESS ME.
MY EYES LONG FOR YOUR SAL- | VATION*
AND FOR THE FULFILLMENT OF YOUR RIGHTEOUS | PROMISE.
DEAL WITH YOUR SERVANT ACCORDING TO YOUR | STEADFAST LOVE,*
AND TEACH ME YOUR | STATUTES.
I AM YOUR SERVANT; GIVE ME UNDER- | STANDING, *
THAT | MAY KNOW YOUR TESTI- | MONIES!
IT 1S TIME FOR THE | LORD TO ACT,*
FOR YOUR LAW HAS BEEN | BROKEN.
THEREFORE | LOVE YOUR COM- | MANDMENTS*
ABOVE GOLD, ABOVE | FINE GOLD.
THEREFORE I CONSIDER ALL YOUR PRECEPTS | TO BE RIGHT;*
I HATE EVERY | FALSE WAY.

REFRAIN

GLORY BE TO THE FATHER AND | TO THE SON*
AND TO THE HoOLY | SPIRIT;
AS IT WAS IN THE BE- | GINNING, *
IS NOW, AND WILL BE FOREVER. | AMEN.
REFRAIN




Epistle

Ephesians 5:8—14

For at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of
light (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), and try to discern
what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead
expose them. For it is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in secret. But
when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible, for anything that becomes
visible is light. Therefore it says,

“Awake, O sleeper,
and arise from the dead,

and Christ will shine on you.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual: sung by the Cantor Hebrews 12:2

Stand

O come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus,
the founder and perfecter of our faith,

who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame,
and is seated at the right hand of the throne
of God.

Holy Gospel John 9:1-41

(P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the ninth chapter.
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As [Jesus] passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. And his disciples asked him,
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, "It
was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be
displayed in him. We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is
coming, when no one can work. As long as | am in the world, | am the light of the world.”
Having said these things, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva. Then he
anointed the man’'s eyes with the mud and said to him, "Go, wash in the pool of
Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing.

The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar were saying, “Is this not
the man who used to sit and beg?” Some said, "It is he.” Others said, "No, but he is like
him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” So they said to him, “Then how were your eyes
opened?” He answered, "The man called Jesus made mud and anointed my eyes and said
to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.” So | went and washed and received my sight.” They said
to him, “Where is he?” He said, "l do not know.”




They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a Sabbath
day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. So the Pharisees again asked him how he
had received his sight. And he said to them, "He put mud on my eyes, and | washed, and | see.”
Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” But
others said, "How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” And there was a division among
them. So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him, since he has opened
your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.”

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until they called
the parents of the man who had received his sight and asked them, “Is this your son, who you
say was born blind? How then does he now see?” His parents answered, “We know that this is
our son and that he was born blind. But how he now sees we do not know, nor do we know
who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” (His parents said these
things because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should
confess Jesus to be Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue.) Therefore his parents said,
“He is of age; ask him.”

So for the second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him, “Give glory
to God. We know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, "Whether he is a sinner | do not
know. One thing | do know, that though | was blind, now | see.” They said to him, "What did he
do to you? How did he open your eyes?” He answered them, "I have told you already, and you
would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his
disciples?” And they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses.
We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes
from.” The man answered, “Why, this is an amazing thing! You do not know where he comes
from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone
is a worshiper of God and does his will, God listens to him. Never since the world began has it
been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind. If this man were not from God,
he could do nothing.” They answered him, "You were born in utter sin, and would you teach
us?” And they cast him out.

Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you believe in the
Son of Man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir, that | may believe in him?” Jesus said to him,
“You have seen him, and it is he who is speaking to you.” He said, “Lord, | believe,” and he
worshiped him. Jesus said, “For judgment | came into this world, that those who do not see
may see, and those who see may become blind.” Some of the Pharisees near him heard these
things, and said to him, “"Are we also blind?” Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would
have no guilt; but now that you say, ‘We see,’ your guilt remains.”

(P] This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Nicene Creed

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life I~ of the world to come. Amen.
Sit

Hymn of the Day: 420 Christ, the Life of All the Living
¥

No

C’T
| 108
Q]
T8
TTe

—_—

| I
T

1 Christ, the life of all the liv - ing, Christ, the death of
2 Thou, ah! Thou, hast tak - en on Thee Bonds and stripes, a
3 Thou hast borne the smit-ing on - ly That my wounds might
4 Heart - less scof - fers did sur-round Thee, Treat - ing Thee with




death, our foe, Who, Thy - self for me once giv - ing
cru - el rod; Pain and scorn were heaped up - on  Thee,
all be whole; Thou hast suf - fered, sad and lone - ly,
shame-ful scorn And with pierc - ing thorns they crowned Thee.
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To the dark - est depths of woe: Through Thy suf - f’rings,
O Thou sin - less Son of God! Thus didst Thou my

Rest to give my wea - ry soul; Yea, the curse of
All dis - grace Thou, Lord, hast borne, That as Thine Thou
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death, and mer - it I e - ter - nal life in - her - it.

soul de - liv - er From the bonds of sin for - ev - er.
God en - dur - ing, Bless-ing un - to me se - cur - ing.
might -est own me And with heav’n - ly glo - ry crown me.

Thou-sand, thou-sand thanksshall be, Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanksshall be, Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanksshall be, Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanksshall be, Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.

5 Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee, 7 Then, for all that wrought my pardon,
That from pain I might be free; For Thy sorrows deep and sore,
Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee: For Thine anguish in the Garden,
Thence I gain security; I will thank Thee evermore,
Comfortless Th}’ soul did 1anguish Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing,
Me to comfort in my anguish. For Thy bleeding and Thy dying,
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,

For that last triumphant cry,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high.

6 Thou hast suffered great affliction
And hast borne it patiently,
Even death by crucifixion,
Fully to atone for me;
Thou didst choose to be tormented
That my doom should be prevented.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

Ernst Christoph Homburg, 1605-81; (sts. 1-2, 5, 7): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 182778, alt.; (sts. 3—4, 6): tr. Evangelical Lutheran Hymn-
Book, 1912, St. Louis Tune: Das grosse Cantional, 1687, Darmstadt Text and tune: Public domain




Sermon

Stand
Offertory Psalm 51:10-12
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Reception of the Offering
Prayer of the Church




Service of the Sacrament

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]
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() The Lord be  with you.
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(P) Let us give thanks un - to the Lord, our God.
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(P} Tt is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a ransom for
many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the
paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising You and saying:




Sanctus

Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13
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The Words of Our Lord
Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25
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to them, say - ing: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
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This do, as often as you drink it, in re-mem-brance of Me.”
Pax Domini John 20:19
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(P] The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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tak-est a-way the sin of the world, havemer-cyup-on us.
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world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.
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551 When to Our World the Savior Came
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1 When to our world the Sav - ior came The sick and
2 That good phy - si - cian! Night and day The peo - ple
3 His prais - es then were heard and sung By o - pened
4 Of long a - go: yet liv - ing stil, Who died for
5 His sov - ’reign pur - pose still re - mains Who rose in
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help - less heard His name, And in their weak - ness
thronged a - bout His way; And won - der ran from
ears and loos - ened tongue, While light - ened eyes  could
us on Cal - vry’s hill; Who  tri-umphed o - ver
pow’r, and lives and reigns; Till ev - ’ry tongue con -
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longed to see The heal - ing Christ of Gal - i - lee.
soul to soul, “The touch of Christ has made us whole!”
see and know The heal - ing Christ of long a - go.
cross and grave, His heal - ing hands stretched forth to save.
fess His praise, The heal - ing Christ of all our days.

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926-2024

Tune: Robert Schumann, 1810-56

Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005149
Tune: Public domain

423 Jesus, Refuge of the Weary
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1 Je - sus, ref - uge of the wea-ry, Blest Re - deem - er,
2 Do we pass that cross un-heed-ing, Breath-ing no re -
3 Je - sus, may our hearts be burn-ing With more fer - vent
oW . . . .
{ T Il
B e 4 2 e e 2 - F 2 e e .2 o
d 1 ' I I

whom we love, Foun - tain in life’s des - ert drea - ry, Sav - ior
pen - tant vow, Though we see You wound-ed, bleed-ing, See Your
love for You; May our eyes be ev - er turn - ing To be -




oW . . .

[ = [ | [ [ | | | | [ | | | | | ]

| < | | I AI I r} I I | | | | I [ I I |

i —— e B A— E—p—
)

from the world a - bove: Of - ten have Your eyes, of - fend - ed,

thorn-en - cir-cled brow? Yet Your sin - less death has brought us

hold Your cross a - new Till in glo-ry, part-ed nev - er
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Gazed up - on the sin - ner’s fall; Yet up - on the
Life e - ter - nal, peace, and rest; On - ly what Your
From the Dbless - ed Sav - ior’s side, Grav - en in our
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cross ex - tend - ed, You have borne the pain of all
grace has taught us  Calms the sin - ner’s deep dis - tress.
hearts for - ev - er, Dwell the cross, the Cru - ci - fied.

Text: Girolamo Savonarola, 1452-98; tr. Jane F. Wilde, 1826-96, alt.

Tune: Erbaulicher Musicalischer Christen-Schatz, 1745, Basel

Text and tune: Public domain

Stand
Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29-32
0 # ‘ ~, ™ |
A T ] I —
o —j | F——
o LA ) e
Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant de - part in peace ac-
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cord-ing to Thy word, for mine eyeshave seen Thy salvation,
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which Thou hast pre - pared be - fore the face of all people,
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to light-en theGen - tiles and the glo - ry of Thy

light
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be to the Father and
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was in the beginning,

the Son and to theHo-ly Ghost; as it
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A-men.

be, world with-out end.

isnow,and ev-er shall
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Psalm 107:1
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Thanksgiving

is good,

O give thanks unto the Lord, for He
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and His mercy endureth for - e
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Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

men.
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Benedicamus

(Pl The Lord be with you.
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Bless we the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.
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Numbers 6:24-26
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His face shine upon you and be gra-cious un - to you.
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The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and *I+ give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men
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Closing Hymn: 873 Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies

f) & . .
[ r— t i

T
| o
} =

e
o[

y
I
|

I
|
|
I

r I

e
e
I

ey te—o @ £
J

| 108

|
I [

1 Christ, whose glo - ry fills the skies, Christ, the true and on -ly light,
2 Dark  and cheer-less is the morn Un - ac - com-pa-nied by Thee;

3 Vis - it then this soul of mine, Pierce the gloom of sin and grief;

Sun of righ-teous-ness, a-rise; Tri-umph o’er the shades of night.

Joy-less is the day’s re-turn Till Thy mer-cy’s beams I see,
Fill me, ra - dian - cy di-vine, Scat-ter all my un - be - lief;
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Day-spring from on high, be near; Day-star, in my heart ap-pear.

Till they in - ward light im - part,
More and more Thy - self dis-play,
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-88

Tune: attr. Johann G. Werner, 1777-1822
Text and tune: Public domain

Glad my eyes, and warm my heart.
Shin-ing to the per-fect day.




Service Music:

Prelude:
“Musette,” by Jean Langlais
JESU, MEINES LEBENS LEBEN (“Christ, the Life of All the Living”)
— settings by James L. Brauer and J. S. Bach (BWYV 643)
Postlude:

“Miniature no.8,” by David Maxwell
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