The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost

Divine Service—Setting Three—LSB 184

Disciples Live tn Their Vocations by Grace through Faith in Christ

Those who are sent as “laborers for his vineyard” (Matt. 20:1) depict the wide diversity of
vocations to which the disciples of Christ Jesus are called. Whatever our particular stations in life
may be, we are called to live and serve by faith in His promises. Our labors do not merit anything
before Him, for He is already generous to one and all without partiality. In mercy, He has chosen
to bear “the burden of the day and the scorching heat” on our behalf, to make us equal to Himself
and to give us what belongs to Him, that is, the kingdom of heaven (Matt. 20:12-15). This way of
the Lord is foolishness to the world and foreign to our thoughts, but He draws near, so that “he may
be found” (Is. 55:6), “have compassion” and “abundantly pardon” (Is. 55:7). So it is that we are
Jfound in Christ Jesus, and He is honored in our bodies, “whether by life or by death” (Phil. 1:20),
by “fruitful labor” (Phil. 1:22) or by suffering. It is by faith in His forgiveness that our works are
“worthy of the gospel” (Phil. 1:27).

Messiah Lutheran Church
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Prelude
Stand

Opening Hymn: 566 By Grace I'm Saved
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1 By grace I'm saved, grace free and bound-less; My soul, be-lieve and
2 By grace! None dare lay claim to mer - it; Our worksand con - duct
3 By grace God’s Son, our on - ly Sav-ior, Came down to earth to
4 By grace! This ground of faith is cer-tain; As long as God
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doubt it  not. Why stag - ger  at this word of prom -ise?
have no worth. God in His love sent our Re - deem - er,
bear our sin. Was it be - cause of your own mer - it
true, it stands. @ What saints have penned by in - spi - ra - tion,
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Has Scrip-ture ev - er false-hood taught? No! Then this word must
Christ Je - sus, to this sin - ful earth; His death did for our
That Je - sus died your soul to win? No, it was grace, and
What in His Word our God com-mands, Our faith in what our
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true re - main: By grace you too will life ob - tain.
sins a - tone, And we are saved by grace a - lone.
grace a - lone, That brought Him from His heav’n - ly throne.
God has done De - pends on grace— grace through His Son.

5 By grace to timid hearts that tremble,
In tribulation’s furnace tried,
By grace, in spite of fear and trouble,
The Father’s heart is open wide.
Where could I help and strength secure
If grace were not my anchor sure?

6 By grace! On this I’ll rest when dying;
In Jesus’ promise I rejoice;
For though I know my heart’s condition,
I also know my Savior’s voice.
My heart is glad, all grief has flown

Since I am saved by grace alone.
Text: Christian Ludwig Scheidt, 1709-61; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.
Tune: Cornelius Heinrich Dretzel, 1697-1775
Text and tune: Public domain
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Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

In the name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen. Matthew 28:19b; [18:20]

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
[Hebrews 10:22]

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth. Psalm 124:8
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. Psalm 32:5

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I
have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of
the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit. [John 20:19-23]

Amen.
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Service of the Word

Introit

Kyrie
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I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanks- | giving™*
and call on the name | of the LORD.
What shall I render | to the LOrRD*
for all his bene- | fits to me?
I will lift up the cup of sal- | vation*
and call on the name | of the LoRbD.
Precious in the sight | of the LOrRD*
is the death | of his saints.
O Lorp, I am your | servant;*
I am your servant, the son of your maidservant. You have | loosed my bonds.

Psalm 116:12-13, 15-16
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A-men.
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on us. Lord, have mer - ¢y up - on us.
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Luke 2:14; John 1:29
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we bless Thee, we wor-ship Thee,

We praise Thee,
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we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for
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Al - mighty.

God the Fa-ther
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King,

O Lord God, heav’n-ly
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O Lord,
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Lamb of God,

O Lord God,
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re-ceive our prayer.
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For Thou onlyart holy; Thou on-ly
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that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy up-on
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father,

Thou that takest away the sin of the world,
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
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P] Let us pray.

(P} Lord God, heavenly Father, since we cannot stand before You relying on anything we
have done, help us trust in Your abiding grace and live according to Your Word;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Old Testament Reading Isaiah 55:6-9

6“Seek the LoRD while he may be found;
call upon him while he is near;
"let the wicked forsake his way,
and the unrighteous man his thoughts;
let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him,




and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
¥*For my thoughts are not your thoughts,

neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD.
’For as the heavens are higher than the earth,

so are my ways higher than your ways

and my thoughts than your thoughts.”

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
Gradual sung by all Psalm 34:9, 19, alt.
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Epistle

Stand

Fear the LORD, | you his saints,*
for those who fear him lack | nothing!
Many are the afflictions of the | righteous,*
but the Lorb delivers him out | of them all.

Philippians 1:12—14, 19-30

"I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the
gospel, “so that it has become known throughout the whole imperial guard and to all the rest
that my imprisonment is for Christ. '“And most of the brothers, having become confident in the
Lord by my imprisonment, are much more bold to speak the word without fear. . . .

®for 1 know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn
out for my deliverance, “as it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be at all ashamed,
but that with full courage now as always Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or
by death. *'For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. *If I am to live in the flesh, that means
fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. I am hard pressed between the two.
My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. **But to remain in the flesh is
more necessary on your account. ~>Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue
with you all, for your progress and joy in the faith, **so that in me you may have ample cause to
glory in Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you again.

“Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and
see you or am absent, [ may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind
striving side by side for the faith of the gospel, *and not frightened in anything by your
opponents. This is a clear sign to them of their destruction, but of your salvation, and that from
God. *For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in
him but also suffer for his sake, *’engaged in the same conflict that you saw I had and now hear
that I still have.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.




Alleluia
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Holy Gospel Matthew 20:1-16

P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twentieth chapter.
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"[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in
the moming to hire laborers for his Vmeyard *After agreeing with the laborers for a
denarius a day, he sent them into his Vrneyard 3And going out about the third hour he saw
others standing idle in the marketplace and to them he said, “You go into the vineyard
too, and whatever is right I will give you.” °So they went. Going out again about the sixth
hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. °And about the eleventh hour he went out and
found others standing. And he said to them, “Why do you stand here idle all day?’ 7They
sard to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, “You go into the vineyard too.’
¥And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman ‘Call the laborers
and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, up to the first.” >’And when those hired
about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a denarius. '"Now when those hired
first came, they thought they would receive more, but each of them also received a
denarius. ''And on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the house, '*saying, ‘These
last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden
of the day and the scorching heat.” *But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, [ am doing you
no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? '*Take what belongs to you and go. I
choose to give to this last worker as I give to you. >Am I not allowed to do what I choose
with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?’ '°So the last will be first,
and the first last.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life *I- everlasting. Amen.
Sit

Hymn of the Day: 555 Salvation unto Us Has Come
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1 Sal - va-tion un - to us has come By God’s free grace and
2 What God did in His Law de-mand And none to Him could
31t was a false, mis-lead-ing dream That God His Law had
4 From sin our flesh could not ab - stain, Sin held its sway un-
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ren - der Caused wrath and woe on ev -’ry hand For
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ceas - ing; The task was use - less and in vain, Our
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help and save us nev - er. Faith looks to Je - sus
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by their works gain heav - en. The Law is but a
guilt  was e’er in - creas - ing. None can re - move sin’s
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Christ a - lone, Who did for all the
pure de - sires The spir - it of the
mir - ror bright To bring the in - bred
poi -  soned dart Or pu - 1 - fy our
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world a - tone; He is our one Re - deem - er
Law re - quires, And lost is our con - di - tion.
sin to  light That lurks with - in  our na - ture.
guile - ful heart—  So deep is our cor - rup - tion.
5 Yet as the Law must be fulfilled 8  The Law reveals the guilt of sin
Or we must die despairing, And makes us conscience-stricken;
Christ came and has God’s anger stilled, But then the Gospel enters in
Our human nature sharing. The sinful soul to quicken.
He has for us the Law obeyed Come to the cross, trust Christ, and live;
And thus the Father’s vengeance stayed The Law no peace can ever give,
Which over us impended. No comfort and no blessing.
6  Since Christ has full atonement made 9  Faith clings to Jesus’ cross alone
And brought to us salvation, And rests in Him unceasing;
Each Christian therefore may be glad And by its fruits true faith is known,
And build on this foundation. With love and hope increasing.
Your grace alone, dear Lord, I plead, For faith alone can justify;
Your death is now my life indeed, Works serve our neighbor and supply
For You have paid my ransom. The proof that faith is living.
7 Let me not doubt, but truly see /10 All blessing, honor, thanks, and praise

Your Word cannot be broken;
Your call rings out, “Come unto Me!”

No falsehood have You spoken.
Baptized into Your precious name,
My faith cannot be put to shame,

And I shall never perish.

Text: Paul Speratus, 1484-1551; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.
Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg
Text and tune: Public domain

To Father, Son, and Spirit,

The God who saved us by His grace;
All glory to His merit.

O triune God in heav’n above,

You have revealed Your saving love;
Your blesséd name we hallow.




Sermon

Stand

Psalm 51:10-12

Offertory
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Reception of the Offering

Prayer of the Church




Service of the Sacrament

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]
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(P) Let us give thanks un - to the Lord, our God.
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It is meet and right so to do.
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(P) It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who, out of love for His fallen creation, humbled Himself by taking on the form of
a servant, becoming obedient unto death, even death upon a cross. Risen from the dead,
He has freed us from eternal death and given us life everlasting. Therefore with angels
and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and saying:




Sanctus

Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13
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The Words of Our Lord
Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25
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() Our Lord Je-sus Christ, on the night when He was be- trayed, took bread,
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He took the cup after sup-per, and when He had giv-en thanks, He gave it
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to them, say - ing: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
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My *I* blood, which is shed for you for the for-give-ness of sins.
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This do, as often as you drink it, in re-mem-brance of Me.”
Pax Domini John 20:19
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Agnus Dei John 1:29
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O  Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that tak-est a-way the sin of the
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Distribution

602 The Gifts Christ Freely Gives
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1 The gifts Christ free - ly gives He gives to you and me
2 The gifts flow from the font Where He calls us His own;
3 The gifts of grace and peace From ab - so - lu-tion flow;
4 The gifts are there each day The ho -1ly Word is read;
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To be His Church, His bride, His cho-sen, saved and free!
New life He gives that makes Us His and His a - lone.
The pas-tor’s words are Christ’'s For us to trust and  know.
God’s chil-dren lis - ten, hear, Re - ceive, and they are fed.
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Saints blest with these rich gifts Are  chil-dren who pro - claim
Here He for-gives our sins With wa - ter and His Word;
For - give-ness that we need Is grant-ed to us there;
Christ fills them with Him - self, Blest words that give them life,
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That they were won by Christ And cling to His strong  name.
The tri - une God Him-self Gives pow’r to call Him Lord.
The Lord of mer - cy sends Us forth in His blest care.
Re - stor - ing and re-fresh - ing Them for this world’s strife.
5  The gifts are in the feast, 6  All glory to the One
Gifts far more than we see; Who lavishes such love;
Beneath the bread and wine The triune God in love
Is food from Calvary. Assures our life above.
The body and the blood His means of grace for us
Remove our ev’ry sin; Are gifts He loves to give;
We leave His presence in All thanks and praise for His
His peace, renewed again. Great love by which we live!

Text: Richard C. Resch, 1947

Tune: Charles J. Dale, 1842-1912, alt.

Text: © 2001 Richard C. Resch. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005149
Tune: Public domain




853 How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord

Stand
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1 How clear is our A - ca - tion, Lord,
2 But if, for - get - ful, we should find
3 We mar - vel  how Your saints be - come
4 In what You give us, Lord, to do,
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When once we heed Your call: To live ac - cord - ing
Your yoke is hard to bear; If world -1y  pres - sures
In hin - dranc - es more sure; Whose joy - ful vir - tues
To - geth - er or a - lone, In old rou - tines or
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to Your Word And dai - ly learn, re - freshed, re - stored,
fray the mind, And love it - self can - not un - wind
put to shame The cas - wual way we wear Your name
ven-tures new, May we not cease to look to You,
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That You are Lord of  all And will not let wus fall.
Its tan-gled skein of care: Our in-ward life re - pair.

And by our faults ob - scure
The cross You hung up - on—

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000
Tune: C. Hubert H. Parry, 1848-1918

All

Text: © 1982 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005149

Tune: Public domain

Nunc Dimittis

Your pow’r to cleanse and cure.

You en - deav - ored done.

Luke 2:29-32
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Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant de - part in peace ac-
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A -men.
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Thanksgiving
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O give thanks unto the Lord, for He
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Let us pray.

Psalm 107:1

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

men.
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(Pl The Lord be with you.
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And with thy

2 Timothy 4:22




Benedicamus Psalm 103:1
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Bless we the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.
, @& e &
Ol . | [ = I il |
bl DO 3V [ | i |
I H
|
Benediction Numbers 6:24-26
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His face shine upon you and be gra- cious un - to you.
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The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and ]« give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.
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Closing Hymn: 738 Lord of All Hopefulness

Tune: Public domain

Postlude
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1 Lord of all hope - ful - ness, Lord of  all Joy,
2 Lord of all ea - ger - ness, Lord of all faith,
3 Lord of all kind - 1li - ness, Lord of all grace,
4 Lord of all gen - tle - ness, Lord of all calm,
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Whose trust, ev - er child - like, no cares could de - stroy:
Whose strong hands were skilled at  the plane and the lathe:
Your hands swift to wel - come, Your arms to em - brace:
Whose voice is con - tent- ment, whose pres - ence is balm:
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Be there at our wak -ing, and give us, we pray,
Be there at our la - bors, and give us, we pray,
Be there at our hom - ing, and give us, we pray,
Be there at our sleep-ing, and give us, we pray,
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Your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.
Your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day.
Your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.
Your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.
¥ext: JIan I?truther, 1901-53
une: Iris







