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August 3, 2025 

Faith in Christ Is Rich Toward God 
 
To live for earthly things “is vanity and a striving after wind,” and 
work that is driven by such vanity “is an unhappy business” (Eccl. 
1:13–14). The man who lives like that has nothing to show for “all 
the toil and striving of heart with which he toils beneath the sun … 
all his days are full of sorrow” (Eccl. 2:22–23). So, too, your 
“covetousness, which is idolatry” (Col. 3:5), makes a god out of that 
which cannot give you life or happiness. For “one’s life does not 
consist in the abundance of his possessions” (Luke 12:15). But 
“Christ who is your life” (Col. 3:4), in giving you Himself, gives 
you all the wealth of heaven. Instead of striving to lay up treasures 
for yourself, be “rich toward God” in Him (Luke 12:21). 



Confession and Absolution 
Prelude 

Stand 
 

Opening Hymn:  782 Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings* 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Gregory J. Wismar, 1946 
Tune: Columbian Harmony, 1825, Cincinnati 
Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005149 
Tune: Public domain 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 



The Order of Holy Baptism, LSB 268  
 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive 
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your 
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



Service of the Word 
 

Introit      Psalm 49:3–8, 13–14a, 15; antiphon: vv. 1–2 

 

Hear this, all peoples! Give ear, all inhabitants of the world, 
     both low and high, rich and poor together! 

My mouth shall speak | wisdom;* 
 the meditation of my heart shall be under- | standing. 
I will incline my ear to a | proverb;* 
 I will solve my riddle to the music | of the lyre. 
Why should I fear in times of | trouble,* 
 when the iniquity of those who cheat me sur- | rounds me, 
those who trust | in their wealth* 
 and boast of the abundance of their | riches? 
Truly no man can ransom an- | other,* 
 or give to God the price | of his life, 
for the ransom of their life is | costly* 
 and can nev- | er suffice. 
This is the path of those who have foolish | confidence;* 
 yet after them people approve | of their boasts. 
Like sheep they are appointed | for Sheol;* 
 death shall be their | shepherd. 
But God will ransom my soul from the power | of Sheol,* 
 for he will re- | ceive me. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Hear this, all peoples! Give ear, all inhabitants of the world, 
     both low and high, rich and poor together! 

Kyrie          Mark 10:47 

 

 



 

 
  

 

 

 
  

 

 

 
  

 

  
 
 



Gloria in Excelsis       Luke 2:14; John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 



Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

P Let us pray. 
 

O Lord, grant us wisdom to recognize the treasures You have stored up for us in heav-
en, that we may never despair but always rejoice and be thankful for the riches of Your 
grace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
  

Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading             Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12–14; 2:18–26 

Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher, 

 vanity of vanities! All is vanity. . . . 

 I the Preacher have been king over Israel in Jerusalem. And I applied my heart to seek and to 
search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven. It is an unhappy business that God has given to the 
children of man to be busy with. I have seen everything that is done under the sun, and behold, all is 
vanity and a striving after wind. . . . 
 I hated all my toil in which I toil under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to the man who will 
come after me, and who knows whether he will be wise or a fool? Yet he will be master of all for which I 
toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. So I turned about and gave my heart up to 
despair over all the toil of my labors under the sun, because sometimes a person who has toiled with 
wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave everything to be enjoyed by someone who did not toil for 
it. This also is vanity and a great evil. What has a man from all the toil and striving of heart with which he 
toils beneath the sun? For all his days are full of sorrow, and his work is a vexation. Even in the night his 
heart does not rest. This also is vanity. 
 There is nothing better for a person than that he should eat and drink and find enjoyment in his 
toil. This also, I saw, is from the hand of God, for apart from him who can eat or who can have enjoy-
ment? For to the one who pleases him God has given wisdom and knowledge and joy, but to the sinner 
he has given the business of gathering and collecting, only to give to one who pleases God. This also is 
vanity and a striving after wind. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
  



Gradual:  all are invited to sing    Romans 10:15b, 18b; Isaiah 52:7b, alt. 

How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news, 
 who publish peace and bring good news of salvation. 
Their voice has gone out to all the earth, and their words to the ends of the world. 

 

Epistle             Colossians 3:1–11 
 If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at 
the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. For you 
have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life appears, then you also 
will appear with him in glory. 
 Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and 
covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of these the wrath of God is coming. In these you too once 
walked, when you were living in them. But now you must put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slan-
der, and obscene talk from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old 
self with its practices and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the im-
age of its creator. Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, 
slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 

Alleluia and Verse        John 6:68 

 

 
 



    Holy Gospel         Luke 12:13–21 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter. 
  

 
  
 Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus], “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.” 
But he said to him, “Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator over you?” And he said to them, “Take care, 
and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his pos-
sessions.” And he told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man produced plentifully, and he thought 
to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’ And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear 
down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I will say to my 
soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ But God said to him, 
‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ So is 
the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 

 

 
  

 
  



Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 



Hymn of the Day:  719 I Leave All Things to God’s Direction* 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Salomo Franck, 1659–1725; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Tune: Georg Neumark, 1621–81 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 

 

Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 

 
 
 
 



Offertory        Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 Reception of Offering 



Service of the Sacrament 
Preface       2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who, having created all things, took on human flesh and was born of the virgin 
Mary. For our sake He died on the cross and rose from the dead to put an end to death, 
thus fulfilling Your will and gaining for You a holy people. Therefore with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

 

 



Sanctus       Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our 
Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-
availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His 
body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, 
we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast 
of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver 
and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the 
Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 



Lord’s Prayer              Matthew 6:9–13 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 

My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

Pax Domini         John 20:19 

 

 
 



Agnus Dei         John 1:29 

 

 

 

 
Sit 

 

Distribution 

 

771 Be Still, My Soul, before the Lord 

 

 

 
Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923–2007 
Tune: Marty Haugen, 1950 
Text: © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005149 
Tune: © 1984, 2006 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005149 



618 I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677–1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr. 
Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, 1756, Leipzig 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005149 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 

 

 
 

 



Nunc Dimittis         Luke 2:29–32 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

 



Benediction            Numbers 6:24–26 

 

 
 

Closing Hymn:  791 All People That on Earth Do Dwell 

 

 

 
Text: William Kethe, d. c. 1593, alt. 
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Postlude 

  “Psalm of Praise (Toccata on old hundredth)” – Charles Callahan 



Music Notes: 

A quick note on the two hymns with the asterisk (*): The synod’s officially appointed hymn of the day is 

number 782, which we have moved to the opening hymn and appointed an alternate suggestion for sing-
ing immediately prior to the sermon. While the synod does provide an appointed “hymn of the day” in 

coordination with the lectionary, unlike the rest of the lectionary appointments (readings, introits, gradu-
als, etc…), the hymn is more of a recommendation. It is understood that not all congregations know all 

180+ titles the synod has appointed across the three-year cycle, and will make substitutions as necessary. 
In addition, on times where the hymn is known, but is either brief or less verbose, we will often sing it at 

another point in the service and substituted with a hymn that is equally appropriate for the readings of the 
day. As the hymn of the day is the “chief hymn” of the service, it most directly supports the themes and 
teaching of the readings.  It is also sung in a position where the assembly is seated and the rhythm of al-

ternating between listening and singing has brought us to a heightened contemplative state where we are 
better able to receive and process ideas. As such, hymns that are more didactic and lengthy are better suit-

ed for this position in the service, as well as this function. 
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