
We Are Recreated in the Image of God by the Cross of Christ 
 

Plotting against Jesus, the Pharisees attempted “to entangle him in his words” by asking about 
the payment of taxes to Caesar (Matt. 22:15). The Lord pointed to coins required for the tax, 
and He answered that we should “render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the 
things that are God’s” (Matt. 22:21). But if coins bearing the image of Caesar should be                
rendered to him, then man — who is made in the image of God — must be rendered to the 
Lord. That tax is paid for us by the Lord Jesus, the image of God in the flesh, by His self-
offering on the cross. And from His cross, as the Lord’s anointed, He reigns as the true Caesar 
over all  nations “from the rising of the sun and from the west” (Is. 45:6). The Lord once called 
and anointed Cyrus “to subdue nations before him and to loose the belts of kings” (Is. 45:1). Now 
by the preaching of the Gospel, “in power and in the Holy Spirit” (1 Thess. 1:5), foreigners from 
all over the world are “turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God” (1 Thess. 1:9–
10).  
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Prelude 
 

Stand 

 

Opening Hymn: 732 All Depends on Our Possessing 

 

 

 

 
 
5 Well He knows what best to grant me; 

All the longing hopes that haunt me, 
    Joy and sorrow, have their day. 
I shall doubt His wisdom never; 
As God wills, so be it ever; 
    I commit to Him my way. 

 
6 If my days on earth He lengthen, 

God my weary soul will strengthen; 
    All my trust in Him I place. 
Earthly wealth is not abiding, 
Like a stream away is gliding; 
    Safe I anchor in His grace. 

Text: Andächtige Haus-Kirche, 1676, Nürnberg; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Johann Löhner, 1645–1705; adapt. Johann Balthasar König, 1691–1758 
Text and tune: Public domain 



Confession and Absolution  

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.                    Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
                            [Hebrews 10:22] 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth.                       Psalm 124:8 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.              Psalm 32:5 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 
have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 
But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of 
Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and 
death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 
sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the  command of 

my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.                                    [John 20:19-23] 

C Amen. 
 
 



Service of the Word 
Introit                     Psalm 121:1–4, 7–8; antiphon: v. 5 

 

 

 
The Lord is your | keeper;* 
 the Lord is your shade on your | right hand. 
 
I lift up my eyes | to the hills.* 
 From where does my | help come? 
My help comes | from the Lord,* 
 who made | heaven and earth. 
He will not let your | foot be moved;* 
 he who keeps you will not | slumber. 
Behold, he who keeps | Israel* 
 will neither slum- | ber nor sleep. 
The Lord will keep you from all | evil;* 
 he will | keep your life. 
The Lord will keep your going out and your | coming in* 
 from this time forth and for- | evermore. 
 
The Lord is your | keeper;* 
 the Lord is your shade on your | right hand. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Kyrie                   Mark 10:47 

 

 
Gloria in Excelsis                Luke 2:14; John 1:29 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 

 
  

P O God, the protector of all who trust in You, have mercy on us that with You as our ruler and 
guide we may so pass through things temporal that we lose not the things eternal; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 



  

 
  
 

Sit 
 
 

Old Testament Reading             Isaiah 45:1–7 

1Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, 
 whose right hand I have grasped, 
to subdue nations before him 
 and to loose the belts of kings, 
to open doors before him 
 that gates may not be closed: 
2“I will go before you 
 and level the exalted places, 
I will break in pieces the doors of bronze 
 and cut through the bars of iron, 
3I will give you the treasures of darkness 
 and the hoards in secret places, 
that you may know that it is I, the Lord, 
 the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 
4For the sake of my servant Jacob, 
 and Israel my chosen, 
I call you by your name, 
 I name you, though you do not know me. 
5I am the Lord, and there is no other, 
 besides me there is no God; 
 I equip you, though you do not know me, 
6that people may know, from the rising of the sun 
 and from the west, that there is none besides me; 
 I am the Lord, and there is no other. 
7I form light and create darkness, 
 I make well-being and create calamity, 
 I am the Lord, who does all these things.” 

A  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Gradual  sung by all       Psalm 34:9, 19, alt. 

 

Fear the Lord, | you his saints,* 
 for those who fear him lack | nothing! 
Many are the afflictions of the | righteous,* 
 but the Lord delivers him out | of them all. 

Epistle 1 Thessalonians 1:1–10 

 1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 

 To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 

 Grace to you and peace. 

 2We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our prayers,    
3remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness 
of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, 
5because our gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and 

with full conviction. You know what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake. 
6And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the word in much affliction, 

with the joy of the Holy Spirit, 7so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia 
and in Achaia. 8For not only has the word of the Lord sounded forth from you in Macedonia and 

Achaia, but your faith in God has gone forth everywhere, so that we need not say anything. 9For 
they themselves report concerning us the kind of reception we had among you, and how you 
turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, 10and to wait for his Son from heaven, 

whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come. 

A  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Holy Gospel        Matthew 22:15–22 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second chapter. 
  

 
  
 15Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle [Jesus] in his talk. 16And they sent 
their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are true 
and teach the way of God truthfully, and you do not care about anyone’s opinion, for you are 
not swayed by appearances. 17Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to     
Caesar, or not?” 18But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why put me to the test, you     
hypocrites? 19Show me the coin for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 20And Jesus 
said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is this?” 21They said, “Caesar’s.” Then he said 
to them, “Therefore render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that 
are God’s.” 22When they heard it, they marveled. And they left him and went away. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

  

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 



          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
Sit 

 

Hymn of the Day: 940 Holy God, We Praise Thy Name 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 4th cent.; German version Katholisches Gesangbuch, 1774, Vienna; tr. Clarence A. Walworth, 1820–1900, alt. 
Tune: Katholisches Gesangbuch, 1774, Vienna 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sit 
 

Sermon 
 

Stand 

 

 



Offertory        Psalm 51:10–12 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Reception of the Offering  
 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 
 
 

 



Service of the Sacrament 
Preface                             2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

 

 

   

 

   

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, 
out of love for His fallen creation, humbled Himself by taking on the form of a servant, 
becoming obedient unto death, even death upon a cross. Risen from the dead, He has freed 
us from eternal death and given us life everlasting. Therefore with angels and archangels 
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 
praising You and saying: 

 
 



Sanctus                    Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 



Lord’s Prayer         Matthew 6:9–13 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 
 
 



The Words of Our Lord  
Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Pax Domini                John 20:19 

 

 



Agnus Dei                  John 1:29 
  

 

 

 

 

 
Sit 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Distribution 
 

851 Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Eliza S. Alderson, 1818–89, alt. 
Tune: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811–87 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 
 

 



782 Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Gregory J. Wismar, 1946 
Tune: Columbian Harmony, 1825, Cincinnati 
Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005149 
Tune: Public domain 
 

Stand 
 
Nunc Dimittis                 Luke 2:29–32 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



Thanksgiving             Psalm 107:1 

 

 
 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this      
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God,  now and forever. 

  

 
 

Salutation                      2 Timothy 4:22 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Benedicamus              Psalm 103:1 

 

 
 

Benediction                   Numbers 6:24–26 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Closing Hymn: 781 We Give Thee But Thine Own 

 

 
 
5 The captive to release, 

    To God the lost to bring, 
To teach the way of life and peace, 
    It is a Christ-like thing. 

 
6 And we believe Thy Word, 

    Though dim our faith may be: 
Whate’er for Thine we do, O Lord, 
    We do it unto Thee. 

Text: William W. How, 1823–97 
Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Postlude 
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