
Jesus Christ, Our Savior, Is Our True Peace and Sabbath Rest 
 

Though we have died with Christ in Holy Baptism, and we are raised to new life in Him, 

we find “another law waging war” in our body and life, that is, between our old Adam and 

the new man (Rom. 7:23). By the Spirit of Christ, we “desire to do what is right,” but we are 

not able to do so because “nothing good” dwells in our sinful flesh (Rom. 7:18). “Thanks be 

to God,” therefore, “through Jesus Christ our Lord,” who delivers us from “this body of 

death” (Rom. 7:24–25). We rejoice in Him, our    gentle King, who comes “righteous and 

having salvation” (Zech. 9:9). He speaks peace to our embattled hearts, and by His blood 

of the New Testament He sets us “free from the waterless pit,” and He returns us to the 

stronghold of our Baptism (Zech. 9:10–12). Though we “labor and are heavy laden,” He 

calls us to Himself and gives rest to our souls through His free and full forgiveness (Matt. 

11:28), not because we are “wise and understanding,” but by the “gracious will” of God the 

Father, whom “the Son chooses to reveal” in love (Matt. 11:25–27).  
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Prelude 
 

Stand 

 

Opening Hymn: 699 I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say (TLH version)  



Confession and Absolution  

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.  

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.                Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 
God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness.                   [Hebrews 10:22] 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth.                       Psalm 124:8 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.              Psalm 32:5 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, 
and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained     
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and 
by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of 

the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.               [John 20:19-23] 

C Amen. 
 
 



Service of the Word 
Introit            Psalm 145:1–9 

 
1I will extol you, my | God and King,* 
 and bless your name forever and | ever. 
2Every day I will | bless you* 
 and praise your name forever and | ever. 
3Great is the Lord, and greatly | to be praised,* 
 and his greatness is un- | searchable. 
4One generation shall commend your works to an- | other,* 
 and shall declare your | mighty acts. 
5On the glorious splendor of your | majesty,* 
 and on your wondrous works, I will | meditate. 
6They shall speak of the might of your | awesome deeds,* 
 and I will declare your | greatness. 
7They shall pour forth the fame of your abundant | goodness* 
 and shall sing aloud of your | righteousness. 
8The Lord is gracious and | merciful,* 
 slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love. 
9The Lord is | good to all,* 
 and his mercy is over all that | he has made. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Kyrie                 Mark 10:47 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis              Luke 2:14; John 1:29 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 



 
  

P Gracious God, our heavenly Father, Your mercy attends us all our days. Be our 
strength and support amid the wearisome changes of this world, and at life’s end 
grant us Your promised rest and the full joys of Your salvation; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Sit 
 

 
Old Testament Reading             Zechariah 9:9–12 

9Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! 
 Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! 
behold, your king is coming to you; 
 righteous and having salvation is he, 
humble and mounted on a donkey, 
 on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
10I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 
 and the war horse from Jerusalem; 
and the battle bow shall be cut off, 
 and he shall speak peace to the nations; 
his rule shall be from sea to sea, 
 and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
11As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 
 I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 
 today I declare that I will restore to you double. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Gradual  Sung by the Kantor             Romans 11:33, 36 

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! 
 How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 
For from him and through him and to him are all things.  
 To him be glory forever. Amen. 



Epistle         Romans 7:14–25a 

 14We know that the law is spiritual, but I am of the flesh, sold under sin. 15I do not   

understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. 
16Now if I do what I do not want, I agree with the law, that it is good. 17So now it is no 

longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me. 18For I know that nothing good dwells in 
me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to do what is right, but not the ability to carry 

it out. 19For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep on doing. 
20Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within  me. 

 21So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand. 22For I  
delight in the law of God, in my inner being, 23but I see in my members another law    

waging war against the law of my mind and making me captive to the law of sin that 
dwells in my members. 24Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of 

death? 25Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
Stand 
 

Alleluia 

 
 

Holy Gospel                   Matthew 11:25–30 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter. 
  

 
  25At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that 
you have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to 
little children; 26yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27All things have been 
handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no 
one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal 
him. 28Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29Take 
my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you 
will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 



P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 
  

 Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
Sit 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hymn of the Day: 756 Why Should Cross and Trial Grieve Me 

 

 

 

 
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; (sts. 1–3): tr. Christian Worship, 1993; (sts. 4–5): tr. Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Tune: Johann G. Ebeling, 1637–76 
Text (sts. 4–5): © 2004 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005149 
Text (sts. 1–3) and tune: Public domain 

 
 
Sermon 

 

Stand 



Offertory         Psalm 51:10–12 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Reception of the Offering  
 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

 



Service of the Sacrament 
Preface            2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

 

 

   

 

   

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who, out of love for His fallen creation, humbled Himself by taking on the 
form of a servant, becoming obedient unto death, even death upon a cross. Risen 
from the dead, He has freed us from eternal death and given us life everlasting. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud 
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
 
 



Sanctus              Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lord’s Prayer         Matthew 6:9–13 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 
 
 



The Words of Our Lord  
Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Pax Domini                John 20:19 

 

 



Agnus Dei                  John 1:29 
  

 

 

 

 

 
  

Sit 
 
 

Distribution 

 
 

 



618 I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table 

 

 

 

 
Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677–1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr. 
Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, 1756, Leipzig 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005149 
Tune: Public domain 

 
605 Father Welcomes 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Text and tune: Robin Mann, 1949 
Text and tune: © 1986 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005149 

 
763 When Peace, like a River 

 

 

 

 
Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828–88, alt. 
Tune: Philip P. Bliss, 1838–76 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 



Nunc Dimittis              Luke 2:29–32 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 
 
 

Thanksgiving             Psalm 107:1 

 

 
 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 
 



 

 
 

Benedicamus          Psalm 103:1 

 

 
 

Benediction              Numbers 6:24–26 

 

 

 

 



 

Closing Hymn: 965 God Bless Our Native Land 

 

 

 
Text (st. 1): Charles T. Brooks, 1813–83, alt.; (st. 2): John S. Dwight, 1813–93, alt. 
Tune: Thesaurus Musicus, c. 1740, London 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Service Music: 

 
Prelude:  
  

 national hymn (“God Bless Our Native Land”) –  
  settings by Sondra K. Tucker and Jan Bender 
 warum sollt ich mich denn gramen (“Why Should Cross and Trial Grieve Me?”)  
  – Johann Gottfried Walther 
 vox dilecti (“I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say”) – F. Reuter 
  

Postlude: 
  

 Prelude, Fugue, and Chaconne – Dietrich Buxtehude 
  Performed by guest organist Felix Ping 
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