
The Lord Jesus Brings Division on Earth  

for the Sake of Peace with God in Heaven 
 

False prophets preach what their hearers want to hear, promising peace even when the 

Lord has spoken “war, famine, and pestilence” (Jer. 28:8). But if “the LORD has truly sent 

the prophet,” he speaks what the Lord has spoken, and “the word of that prophet comes 

to pass” (Jer. 28:9). The preaching of God’s Law is hard, because it confronts sin, brings it 

to light and makes it worse, “sinful beyond measure,” thereby “producing death” in the 

sinner (Rom. 7:13). But through our Baptism into Christ, “we are released from the law, 

having died to that which held us captive” (Rom. 7:6). Now we belong “to him who has 

been raised from the dead, in order that we may bear fruit for God” (Rom. 7:4). Belonging 

to Him puts us at odds with the world and divides us from all earthly ties, not only from 

our human family, but each person from his own life. For Christ does not come “to bring 

peace, but a sword” (Matt. 10:34). Yet, whoever  takes up his cross to follow Christ, and 

“loses his life” for Christ’s sake, finds new life in Him (Matt. 10:38–39) 
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Prelude 
 
 

Stand 

 
 

Opening Hymn: 661 The Son of God Goes Forth to War 

 

 

 

 
Text: Reginald Heber, 1783–1826, alt. 
Tune: Henry S. Cutler, 1824–1902 
Text and tune: Public domain 



Confession and Absolution  

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.  

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.                Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 
God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness.                   [Hebrews 10:22] 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth.                       Psalm 124:8 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.              Psalm 32:5 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, 
and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained     
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and 
by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of 

the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.               [John 20:19-23] 

C Amen. 
 
 



Service of the Word 
Introit                     Psalm 89:1-4; 13-18 

 
1I will sing of the steadfast love of the Lord, for- | ever;* 
 with my mouth I will make known your faithfulness to all gener- | ations. 
2For I said, “Steadfast love will be built up for- | ever;* 
 in the heavens you will establish your | faithfulness.” 
3You have said, “I have made a covenant with my | chosen one;* 
 I have sworn to David my | servant: 
4‘I will establish your offspring for- | ever,* 
 and build your throne for all gener- | ations.’” 
13You have a | mighty arm;* 
 strong is your hand, high your | right hand. 
14Righteousness and justice are the foundation | of your throne;* 
 steadfast love and faithfulness go be- | fore you. 
15Blessèd are the people who know the | festal shout,* 
 who walk, O Lord, in the light | of your face, 
16who exult in your name | all the day* 
 and in your righteousness are ex- | alted. 
17For you are the glory | of their strength;* 
 by your favor our horn is ex- | alted. 
18For our shield belongs | to the Lord,* 
 our king to the Holy One of | Israel. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Kyrie                 Mark 10:47 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis              Luke 2:14; John 1:29 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 



 
  

P Almighty God, by the working of Your Holy Spirit, grant that we may gladly hear 
Your Word proclaimed among us and follow its directing; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

  

 
 

Sit 
 

 
Old Testament Reading      Jeremiah 28:5–9 

 5Then the prophet Jeremiah spoke to Hananiah the prophet in the presence of the 
priests and all the people who were standing in the house of the Lord, 6and the prophet 

Jeremiah said, “Amen! May the Lord do so; may the Lord make the words that you 
have prophesied come true, and bring back to this place from Babylon the vessels of the 

house of the Lord, and all the exiles. 7Yet hear now this word that I speak in your     
hearing and in the hearing of all the people. 8The prophets who preceded you and me 

from ancient times prophesied war, famine, and pestilence against many countries and 
great kingdoms. 9As for the prophet who prophesies peace, when the word of that prophet 
comes to pass, then it will be known that the Lord has truly sent the prophet.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Gradual  Sung by the Kantor             Romans 11:33, 36 

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! 
 How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 
For from him and through him and to him are all things.  
 To him be glory forever. Amen. 

Epistle           Romans 7:1–13 

 1Or do you not know, brothers—for I am speaking to those who know the law—that 
the law is binding on a person only as long as he lives? 2Thus a married woman is bound 

by law to her husband while he lives, but if her husband dies she is released from the law 
of marriage. 3Accordingly, she will be called an adulteress if she lives with another man 



while her husband is alive. But if her husband dies, she is free from that law, and if she 
marries another man she is not an adulteress. 

 4Likewise, my brothers, you also have died to the law through the body of Christ, so 

that you may belong to another, to him who has been raised from the dead, in order that 
we may bear fruit for God. 5For while we were living in the flesh, our sinful passions, 

aroused by the law, were at work in our members to bear fruit for death. 6But now we are 
released from the law, having died to that which held us captive, so that we serve not 
under the old written code but in the new life of the Spirit. 

 7What then shall we say? That the law is sin? By no means! Yet if it had not been for 

the law, I would not have known sin. I would not have known what it is to covet if the 
law had not said, “You shall not covet.” 8But sin, seizing an opportunity through the 
commandment, produced in me all kinds of covetousness. Apart from the law, sin lies 

dead. 9I was once alive apart from the law, but when the commandment came, sin came 
alive and I died. 10The very commandment that promised life proved to be death to me. 
11For sin, seizing an opportunity through the commandment, deceived me and through it 
killed me. 12So the law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and good. 

 13Did that which is good, then, bring death to me? By no means! It was sin, producing 
death in me through what is good, in order that sin might be shown to be sin, and through 

the commandment might become sinful beyond measure. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
Stand 
 

Alleluia 

 
 

Holy Gospel        Matthew 10:34–42 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the tenth chapter. 
  

 
  



 34[Jesus said:] “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have 
not come to bring peace, but a sword. 35For I have come to set a man against his   
father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her        
mother-in-law. 36And a person’s enemies will be those of his own household.  
37Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever 
loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 38And whoever does not 
take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39Whoever finds his life will lose 
it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 
 40“Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever receives me receives him who 
sent me. 41The one who receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a 
prophet’s reward, and the one who receives a righteous person because he is a    
righteous person will receive a righteous person’s reward. 42And whoever gives one 
of these little ones even a cup of cold water because he is a disciple, truly, I say to 
you, he will by no means lose his reward.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

 Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 



     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
Sit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Hymn of the Day: 716 I Walk in Danger All the Way 

 

 

 

 

 
 
5 I walk with Jesus all the way, 

    His guidance never fails me; 
Within His wounds I find a stay 
    When Satan’s pow’r assails me; 
And by His footsteps led, 
My path I safely tread. 
    No evil leads my soul astray; 
    I walk with Jesus all the way. 

 
 
 
 



6 My walk is heav’nward all the way; 
    Await, my soul, the morrow, 
When God’s good healing shall allay 
    All suff’ring, sin, and sorrow. 
Then, worldly pomp, begone! 
To heav’n I now press on. 
    For all the world I would not stay; 
    My walk is heav’nward all the way. 

Text: Hans Adolf Brorson, 1694–1764; tr. Ditlef G. Ristad, 1863–1938, alt. 
Tune: Geist-reiches Gesang-Buch, 1708, 4th ed., Halle, ed. Johann A. Freylinghausen 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Sermon 

Stand 

Offertory         Psalm 51:10–12 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Reception of the Offering  
 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
Preface            2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

 

 

   

 

   



 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious    
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your  

 glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 
 

Sanctus              Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 

Lord’s Prayer         Matthew 6:9–13 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



 

 
 
 

The Words of Our Lord  
Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Pax Domini                John 20:19 

 

 
 

Agnus Dei                  John 1:29 
  

 

 

 



 

 
  

Sit 
 
 

Distribution 

 
 



Distribution    

 

656 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Text: tr. composite 
Text and tune: Martin Luther, 1483–1546 
Text and tune: Public domain 

579 The Law of God Is Good and Wise 

 

 

 
 
5 The Law is good; but since the fall 

Its holiness condemns us all; 
It dooms us for our sin to die 
And has no pow’r to justify. 

 
6 To Jesus we for refuge flee, 

Who from the curse has set us free, 
And humbly worship at His throne, 
Saved by His grace through faith alone. 

Text: Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt. 
Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1543, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Stand 



Nunc Dimittis             Luke 2:29–32 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 
 

Thanksgiving             Psalm 107:1 

 

 
 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 
 



 

 
Benedicamus                       Psalm 103:1 

 

 
Benediction        Numbers 6:24–26 

 

 

 

 



685 Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626–81; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. 
Tune: Georg G. Boltze, 18th cent. 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005149 
Tune: Public domain 

 
 
 
 



Service Music: 

 Prelude: 

  all saints new (“The Son of God Goes Forth to War”) – Paul Soulek 

  der lieben sonne licht und pracht (“I Walk in Danger All the Way”) 

   settings by Jacob B. Weber and Martin Gotthard Schneider 

 

 Postlude: 

  Prelude and Fugue in E minor – J. S. Bach, BWV 555 (performed by guest  

  organist Felix Ping) 
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34[Jesus said:] “Do not think that I have come to bring  peace to the earth.  

I have not come to bring peace, but a sword.  

 

(Matthew 10) 

 

 

 

Artwork: Fresco of Christ  with Sword, 
Located in the Katholikon  (temple)  

of  The Sacred Monastery of  the Ascension of Christ, 
Kosovo,  

14th Century  
(public domain) 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


