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The next issue of The Mirror 
will be February 4, 2022.
Sign up to receive the diocesan 
newspaper via Email in digital 
format: Contact Debbie Thompson 
at (417) 866-0841, or Email: 
dthompson@dioscg.org.

By Paula Wright            Springfield 

The 2021 #iGiveCatholic 
appeal, held on Giving 
Tuesday, Nov. 30, 2021, 

was a tremendous success. 
Including Online gifts and offline 
gifts, over $33,000 was raised 
in the Diocese of Springfield-
Cape Girardeau through the 
generosity of 161 donors.  
 The #iGiveCatholic 
appeal enables participating 
parishes, schools, and Catholic 
organizations additional 
opportunities to raise money for 
special projects. 
 The top spots on our 
#iGiveCatholic leaderboard:

1. Sacred Heart Parish 
(Bolivar) $12,845.00

2. St. Agnes Cathedral Parish 
(Springfield) $6,675.00

3. Springfield Catholic 
School System $6,000.00

4. Sacred Heart Parish 
(Poplar Bluff ) $1,150.00

5. Holy Trinity Parish 
(Marshfield) $895.00

6. Catholic Charities of 
Southern Missouri 
$575.00

7. Notre Dame Regional High 
School (Cape Girardeau) 
$425.00

8. St. John Henry Newman 
Center (SEMO University) 
$350.00

9. Sacred Heart Parish 
(Springfield) $300.00

10. St. Francis Xavier Catholic 
Grandparents Association 
(Sikeston) $234.00

 “#iGiveCatholic makes 
it easy to create our Giving 
Tuesday fundraising drive,” said 
Jennifer Weber, Development 
Office Assistant, Springfield 
Catholic Schools. “It is easy to 
set up (the Web site page) and 
use; #iGiveCatholic sends out 
weekly Emails with tips and 
instructions.  The ability to post 
goals helps motivate people 
to donate. The site is also easy 
for our donors to make their 
contribution, which is important 
for a successful campaign.” 
 SCS is using the funds raised 
through the #iGiveCatholic 
appeal toward its free and 
reduced meal program provided 
by “Irish Eats.” Not part of the 
National School Lunch Program, 
Irish Eats is an in-house 
food service system serving 
Springfield Catholic schools 
of St. Agnes, St. Elizabeth Ann 
Seton, and SCHS. Immaculate 
Conception School has its own 
in-house cafeteria program. 
SCS is also setting money aside 
for families in crisis within the 
system, to have funds available 
to buy a gift card, or an extra 
uniform, etc., for any family or 
staff in need.  
 In addition to the Springfield 
Catholic Schools meal program, 
a wide-range of special 
projects and Parish needs are 
being addressed thanks to the 
generosity of donors during the 
Giving Tuesday appeal. 
 “We mainly promote 
through social media. We 
post throughout the day on 
Facebook and Instagram, always 

including the #iGiveCatholic 
donation link,” Weber said. “It 
is a nice feeling to know that the 
Springfield Catholic Schools 
(SCS) system is raising money 
along with other Catholic 
organizations to better our 
local Catholic community. We 
have had three successful years 
of raising money using the 
#iGiveCatholic program.”  

PROJECTS FUNDED ON 
THE LOCAL LEVEL
Sacred Heart Parish, Bolivar, 
promotes the #iGiveCatholic 
campaign to raise funds for 
special projects. This year, the 
parish is applying the funds 
raised for a new altar and front 
signage. 
 Holy Trinity Parish, 
Marshfield, will be applying 
the donations to help cover 
the increased costs for winter 
utilities, an upcoming insurance 
bill, and parking lot repairs. 
Catholic Charities of Southern 
Missouri created several new 
programs in recent years, 
including the Rancho Emergency 
Homeless Shelter and Housing 
Program for homeless families 
and women requiring medical 
respite, the Homeless Veterans 
Reintegration Program, and 
the Non-congregant Shelter for 
homeless persons recovering 
from COVID. #iGiveCatholic 
donations will be used to 
continue to respond to the 
growing needs across southern 
Missouri. 
 Notre Dame Regional High 
School, Cape Girardeau, asked 

iGiveCatholic donors to help 
support its faculty by raising 
funds for the faculty tuition 
assistance program. The Aquinas 
Institute for Catholic Studies 
(AICS) is a new project of the 
St. John Henry Newman Center 
on the campus of Southeast 
Missouri State University. 
The money raised from the 
#iGiveCatholic campaign will 
be used to furnish the AICS 
classrooms for students and the 
community to use for continued 
education and accredited 
collegiate coursework. 
 This year, the focus for the 
Sacred Heart Parish, Springfield, 
was to raise funds to purchase 
a marble Sacred Heart of Jesus 
statue for the front of the 
parish. Catholic Grandparents 
Association, a new ministry 
at St. Francis Xavier Parish, 
Sikeston, helps Grandparents 
pass on the Faith and keep 
prayer at the heart of family life. 
The donations will enable them 
to work on new initiatives with 
grandchildren and children of St. 
Francis Xavier Catholic School.
 “Congratulations to 
everyone who participated.  We 
are grateful to have 161 donors 
support 23 parishes, schools, 
and ministries,” Doug Kissinger, 
Director of Development and 
Properties. If your parish 
or apostolate would like to 
participate next year, contact 
Doug Kissinger at The Catholic 
Center, (417) 866-0841 or Email 
him at dkissinger@dioscg.org.  
©TM

GIVING TUESDAY—Father Tom Kiefer, pastor, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish and Catholic School, Springfield, talked with students. Funds from the 2021 iGiveCatholic 
Giving Tuesday campaign will go toward the free and reduced meal program provided by “Irish Eats” for students in SEAS, St. Agnes Cathedral School, and Springfield Catholic 
High School as well as families in crisis for those three schools and Immaculate Conception Catholic School. Several projects in the Diocese will benefit from funds raised on 
Giving Tuesday through iGiveCatholic. (Photo by Kimberly Ikenroth) 

Diocesan #iGiveCatholic appeal on 
Giving Tuesday a success 
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The winter edition of 
Abbey Banner, published 
by St. John’s University, 

Collegeville, MN, contains an edited 
article from the “Joint Message for 
the Protection of Creation,” issued by 
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, 
Pope Francis, and the Archbishop 
of Canterbury Justin Welby. In 
the article, the statement is made: 
“Biodiversity loss, environmental 
degradation, and climate change 
are the inevitable consequences of 
our actions since we have greedily 
consumed more of the earth’s 
resources than the planet can 
endure.” 
 Why should we care about 
this in southern Missouri? I have 
two answers to that – the Ozarks 
and the Bootheel (and everything 
in between). Both of these areas 
highlight the beauty and the blessing 
of God’s creation in nature. I drive 
down Highway 55 and along Highway 
60 on the east side of the diocese 
and I see cotton, rice, corn, soybean, 
apples, and peaches. Along the 
way between Cape Girardeau and 
Springfield and over to Joplin, I see 
beautiful rolling hills spotted with 
cattle. I take hikes on the beautiful 
trails of the Ozarks along Highway 
65 down to Table Rock Lake. Why 
should we care about this in southern 
Missouri? Because for many, Catholic 
and non-Catholic alike, their 
livelihood depends upon a healthy 
environment. 
 In the middle of the diocese, you 
will find no greater natural beauty 
than in the Van Buren area, where 
people flock during the summer for 
camping and canoeing. The natural 
beauty that I am privileged to view 
as I look south along Cabool reminds 
me of the rolling hills of Scotland. 
When I have the time, I stop along 
the way to pray the rosary in the 

midst of some of the most beautiful 
nature God created. I have driven 
through the “Irish Wilderness” and 
stopped at the cemetery to pray.  
During the fishing season, we offer 
extra Masses at St. Jude Chapel, 
Montauk; St. Sylvester in Eminence, 
and the Sportsman’s Chapel, Bennett 
Springs.  When you consider the 
beauty of southern Missouri, you 
discover why we should care about 
the issues regarding the care of “our 
common home,” as Pope Francis 
calls it.  So many families throughout 
southern Missouri earn their 
livelihood from the land through 
agriculture, livestock, 
or recreation and 
tourism.
 Why should we 
care?  As stated in the 
Joint Message from 
the religious officials, 
“Today’s children 
will face catastrophic consequences 
unless we take responsibility now to 
sustain our world.”  In other words, 
certainly, those of you who have 
children or grandchildren should 
care that the beauty of our area is 
preserved for future generations.  
Again, Pope Francis reminds us that 
this world is the only one we have, it 
is our common home.  In the Book of 
Genesis, we are reminded that God 
created everything; all of creation 
was put into our hands for us to care 
for. 
 We have a responsibility to do 
what we can now so that we can have 
a positive impact on the future.
 Pope Francis’ encyclical 
“Laudato Si” (“Praise be to you”), on 
the environment, has highlighted and 
called attention to the impact that 
the human family has on creation.  
The title of his letter is taken from 
St. Francis of Assisi’s famous prayer, 
“The Canticle of Creation,” where 

he prays: “O Most High, all-powerful, 
good Lord God, to You belong praise, 
glory, honor, and blessing. Be praised, 
my Lord, for all your creation… 
Brother Son…Sister Moon… Brother 
Wind and Air… Sister Water… Brother 
Fire… Be praised, my Lord, for Sister 
Earth, our mother who nourishes us 
and sustains us, bringing forth fruits 
and vegetables of many kinds and 
flowers of many colors.” After reading 
that song of praise from St. Francis, I 
wonder if he was speaking about the 
beauty of southern Missouri!  
 This world is the only one we 
have and our Holy Father is calling 

on all of humanity 
to be good stewards 
of what God 
has created. In 
paragraph 246 of 
Laudato Si, Pope 
Francis offers a 
prayer, an excerpt of 

which is used to close this column: 
 “Pour out upon us the power of 
your love, that we may protect life and 
beauty. Fill us with peace, that we may 
live as brothers and sisters, harming 
no one. O God of the poor, help us to 
rescue the abandoned and forgotten of 
this earth, so precious in your eyes…
Touch the hearts of those who look 
only for gain at the expense of the poor 
and the earth…”  
 Good words to ponder, good 
words by which to live!.   ©TM

Life & beauty, the earth 
& the poor

COME, AND
YOU WILL SEE
Bp. Edward M. Rice

COLUMN

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS—Bishop Edward M. 
Rice celebrated Mass in Southeast Correctional 
Center, in Charleston, MO, the afternoon of Tue., 
Dec. 21, 2021. The liturgy was followed by a 
Christmas-themed banquet. (Submitted photo)

Mass & Christmas 
at the SECC

SAT., JAN. 29
7 p.m. Extravaganza Gala for Notre Dame   
 Regional High School, Cape Girardeau,   
 Drury Plaza Hotel & Conference Center

TUE., FEB. 01
1 p.m.  Celebrant of Catholic Schools Week Mass,  
 St. Mary Parish, Joplin

WED., FEB. 02
1 p.m.   Celebrant of Catholic Schools Week Mass,  
	 Springfield	Catholic	High	School

THU., FEB. 03
8 a.m.   School Mass at St. Henry Parish,   
 Charleston;
6:30 p.m.  RCIA Gathering for Cape Girardeau area

FRI. , FEB. 04
10 a.m.   Celebrant for Catholic Schools Week Mass,  
 Notre Dame Regional High School, Cape  
 Girardeau;
6 p.m.    Knights of Columbus Vocations Fundraiser  
 Dinner, Cape Girardeau

SAT., FEB. 05
5 p.m. 		 Sacrament	of	Confirmation,	St.	Joseph		 	
 Parish, Advance, MO

SUN., FEB. 06
10 a.m.  Sacrament	of	Confirmation,	St.	Joseph,			
 Scott City, MO

MON., FEB. 07 –  THU., FEB. 10
 National Catholic Bioethics Center Bishops  
 Workshop, Irving, TX

PUBLIC CALENDAR

Jan. 29 - Feb. 10, 2022

Southern Missouri 
highlights the 

beauty and the 
blessing of God’s 

creation in nature.
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Building friendships with the 
clergy and parishioners in my 
home Diocese of Springfield-

Cape Girardeau has been an impactful 
experience for me. However, doing so has 
not always been easy. Going to school 500 
miles away from home makes it difficult 
to remain involved there. This distance 
was one of the reasons I was excited 
to return to my diocese for my recent 
internship semester. I knew I would have 
time with my local community.
 `Each seminarian in my class had 
this opportunity to spend time at home. 
In the spring of second theology, every 
man gets the chance to live in a parish in 
their diocese. It provides an opportunity 
to learn from 
one of their local 
priests. Last 
semester, I was 
privileged to serve 
my internship 
in Sacred Heart 
Parish in Poplar 
Bluff, MO. The 
parish is in the 
southeast corner of 
Missouri. During 
my time there, I 
learned from  Fr.  
Daniel  Robles, the 
pastor, and many 
kind parishioners.
 Upon my 
arrival to the parish, Fr. Robles greeted 
me: “I will not do anything differently 
because you are here. You will get to see 
all my strengths and weaknesses. I only 
ask that you forgive me for my faults.” 
I was both surprised and moved by the 
way he welcomed me. He demonstrated 
great authenticity and a sense of service. 
He often did little things for me, like 
preparing the coffee. Through our time 
together, I learned a lot about his way of 
life. 
 Living at the parish as if I was a new 
associate pastor was a great opportunity. 

It allowed me to live as I might after 
ordination. During my time in Poplar 
Bluff, I visited the sick, attended various 
meetings, and spent time with families — 
each activity of which is common in the 
priesthood. 
 The way my pastor serves the 
community was also educational. His 
ministry is closely tied with his gifts 
and talents.  Father Robles is quick to 
laugh and very personable. He always 
makes himself available. If there was a 
gathering, you could  bet  that  he  would  
be there. Those two qualities improved 
his relationship with parishioners. I 
quickly learned how much the people 
loved and appreciated his  significant 

involvement. 
 His  gregarious  
nature  impacted  
my  image  of  the 
priesthood. It has 
become something I 
hope to cultivate for 
myself. Preaching 
and teaching 
are crucial,  but  
nothing  builds  
bridges quite as well 
as a happy and holy 
disciple. I observed  
this  during  
my  internship  
experience.  
Informal  time  

spent with people was impactful. Father 
would invite groups of people over for 
coffee simply to chat. This time for 
relaxation gave the people a chance 
to know him as a person. Those times 
built trust and comfort between them. 
Those little gestures helped to make the 
relationships necessary to lead others 
into a deeper relationship with God. 
 My time with the community also 
had a significant impact on me. One of 
the providential things about priestly 
ministry is that it is a two-way street. 
No priest can accomplish everything 

by himself. The work of ministry is a 
collaborative effort among the priest, the 
Lord, and the people. When we work in 
cooperation, it is a graced experience. 
Building  friendships  within  the  parish 
was significant for me. I received a lot of 
gratitude and support. I offered my time 
and talents. Yet, not once was I outdone 
in generosity or kindness. In this way, 
I saw that the priest is both giver and 
receiver. 
 One of the most helpful things I 
received from the parishioners at my 
internship parish was their feedback. 
This process  primarily  came  from  
10  parishioners who composed the 
“vocation committee.” They helped 
to guide me toward the priesthood by 
sharing their observations of me. Some 
comments I had never considered. For 
example, the shoes a priest wears in 
the sanctuary are important. They can 
become distracting. Others mentioned 
the preaching styles that have been most 
influential for them. Their feedback 
helped me to be more aware of how my 
actions impact the people in the pews.
 Feedback on my public speaking was 
among the most helpful parts. During 
my  internship,  I  gave  several  gospel  
reflections.  The  practice  of  speaking  
and frequent feedback helped me to 
improve my abilities. The process  made  
me  more  confident. I also developed a 
sense of what my preaching  style  will  be  
moving  forward. Parishioners routinely 
expressed, “the less you read from 
notes, the more you connect with the 
people.” As a result, I gradually moved 
from reading what I wrote to relying 
on memory and bullet points. That 
movement in style was well received and 
fits with the style I want to cultivate. I 
will use their feedback to connect with 
listeners going forward. 
 I learned a lot during the internship 
and  appreciated  the  opportunity  
to  spend time in my home diocese. 
The example of my pastor played  an  

important  role in shaping my image of 
the priesthood. He affirmed my good 
attributes  while also giving me goals 
for the future. I’m also thankful that he 
introduced me  to many priests  within 
the diocese. In that way, he helped me 
see our clergy’s culture and the way the 
diocese works. The fraternity among 
our clergy is something I am very much 
looking forward to after my ordination. 
 Similarly, I am very thankful to 
have grown closer to the people of 
Sacred Heart Parish in Poplar Bluff. 
Their feedback was helpful, but, 
what’s more, I enjoyed walking  with 
parishioners on the road of discipleship. 
The relationships with the people are 
what made the internship joyful and 
meaningful. I’ve often found myself 
telling friends, “If Bishop Rice chooses 
to send me back there after ordination, 
that would be just fine by me.” As time 
goes by, I’m excited to see what the adults 
do next and what type of individuals the 
kids will become. In summation, God was 
at work throughout my internship, and 
I’m excited to see what he has in store for 
each of us going forward. ©TM

Diocesan seminarian Nick Zummo is a 
third-year theology student at Mundelein 
Seminary in Illinois. His home parish is St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton in Springfield.

DIOCESAN NEWS

Another walk through: ‘Walking Together’ by Bishop Emeritus John J. Leibrecht
Bishop John Leibrecht recently celebrated his 37th anniversary of his episcopal consecration, which was on Dec. 12, 1984. Before his retirement as the fifth 
Bishop of the Diocese of Springfield-Cape Girardeau, he wrote a standing column in The Mirror entitled, “Walking Together.” At the end of each article, Bp. 
Leibrecht would normally share a funny story referencing his travels to the schools, or time with friends, family, or other bishops. The Mirror has decided to 
share a few of these in an ongoing series entitled, “Another walk through: ‘Walking Together.’”  We hope you enjoy them.

July 5, 1985  A Jewish grandmother was walking along a beach with her grandson. 
He was the pride of her life. All of a sudden, a huge wave came and swept the small boy 
off the beach and out into the ocean. She couldn’t see him anywhere and began to pray 
loudly: ‘God, God, bring him back and I’ll never stop thanking you.’ An incoming wave, in 
the next instant, deposited the boy back on the beach Not even a scratch on him. ‘God, oh 
God,’ the grandmother exulted,’ ‘I thank you, I thank you, I thank you!’ Then she looked 
again at the boy. ‘But God,’ she said, ‘he had a hat!’

August 9, 1985  Last Sunday, I visited the parishioners at St. Francis Xavier Parish 

in Sikeston. It was a heartwarming day including the following incident: After giving 
Communion to a young mother at Mass, I placed my hand on the head of her small boy 
and said: ‘Hi, son, God bless you.’ The young boy whispered to his mother on the way 
back to the pew: ‘He’s not my father!’

August 23, 1985  In a letter to me after the recent death of her husband, a friend 
of mine shared with me a few words she found comforting: ‘The soul would have no 
rainbow, had the eye no tear.’

By 
Nick
Zummo

My internship: 
L E A R N I N G  F R O M  T H E  P E O P L E

INTERNSHIP—Third-year Theology student Nick 
Zummo recently spent a semester of his seminary 
studies back in the Diocese of Springfield-Cape 
Girardeau serving in Sacred Heart Parish, Poplar 
Bluff, MO. (The Mirror) 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM—Rev. Mr. Nicholas 
Newton, diocesan seminarian Nick Zummo, and Fr. 
Joseph Stoverink celebrated a recent baptism in 
Sacred Heart Parish, Poplar Bluff, MO. (The Mirror) 
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Conception, MO

Father Anthony Shidler, 
OSB, died on Fri., Dec. 

10, 2021. At 100 years old, 
he had been a monk for 81 
years and a priest for 57 
years. He served as Priest 
in Residence at St. Joseph 
Parish, Springfield, from 
1990-1993, where he pro-
vided pastoral assistance 

to the parish. He was named Chaplain to then-St. 
John’s Regional Health Center in Springfield, where 
he served from 1993-2002. He returned to Concep-
tion Abbey in 2002, ready to enjoy the relative calm 
of semi-retirement.
 Joseph Earl Shidler was born on Aug. 21, 1921, 
in Elkhart, IN, to Earl and Ursula (nee’ Gettlefinger) 
Shidler, the fourth of their seven children. He was 
baptized on Aug. 25, 1921, in St. Vincent de Paul 
Church in Elkhart. His childhood was immersed in 
the agrarian Catholicism of the midwestern United 
States of the early 20th century; from his devout fam-
ily, three brothers and a sister entered religious life. 
 He entered the novitiate at St. Meinrad in 1939. 
He professed simple perpetual vows as a lay brother 
in 1940, and was assigned to the bakery. He then 
had the responsibility of stabilizing and managing a 
farm the archabbey had acquired. In July 1950, Bro. 
Shidler was sent from St. Meinrad to Sant’ Anselmo 
in Rome. While at Sant’ Anselmo, Bro. Shidler served 
as carpenter and house chauffeur. Learning to navi-
gate the infamous traffic of Rome came to be one of 
his most cherished and fondly-remembered achieve-
ments. It was in Rome that he began to discern a call 
to priestly ministry. While in his early 40s, he com-
menced theological studies in his second monastic 
community at Conception Abbey. He was ordained a 
priest in 1964. 
 Father Shidler embarked on a life of varied pas-
toral and work assignments. He was abbey Archivist 
from 1965-1991. He served as an instructor at the 
Mount Alverno Academy in Maryville, MO, from 
1965-1966, where as a teacher he discovered a fruit-
ful outlet for his interest in history. He was thus sent 

to St. Louis University (1966-1967), where he earned 
a Master’s degree in that subject. From 1967-1991, he 
was an instructor in the History Department at Con-
ception Seminary. During these years, he also served 
as Confessor for the Sisters of Perpetual Adoration at 
Clyde, MO (1970-1977). In a move that underscored 
the remarkable trajectory of his monastic life, he 
was named prior of the Conception community from 
1973-1977. 
 Upon completion of his term as prior, Fr. Shidler 
was named Assistant Business Manager and Associ-
ate Infirmarian (1977-1979). He then took up duties 
as Associate Pastor of St. Columba Church in Con-
ception Junction, MO, where he was stationed from 
1979 to 1981. He acted as Custodian of the House, 
Vestry, & Workshop from 1981-1983, and then served 
a second term as Associate Infirmarian (1983-1984). 
In 1984, he as named Chaplain at St. Francis Hospital 
in Maryville, MO, in which capacity he served until 
1990.
 After serving in Springfield, MO, from 1993-
2002, the semi-retired Fr. Shidler served as porter of 
Conception Abbey from 2022-2010, the first contact 
for guests arriving at the abbey in search of spiritual 
refreshment and Benedictine hospitality.
 In 2010, with physical limitations imposed by 
his advancing years, Fr. Shidler became a resident of 
St. Stephen’s Infirmary, at Conception, commencing 
an Apostolate of Prayer on behalf of the Church and 
the world.
 His death came peacefully at around 6:15 in the 
morning, as the community was engaged in the office 
of Vigils. In the quiet peace of an Advent morning, Fr. 
Shidler simply set aside his earthly responsibilities 
and set out to anticipate his Savior’s coming by going 
forth to meet him. 
 Father Shidler is survived by his sister, Sr. 
Elnora Shidler, OSB, of Ferdinand, IN; by his niece, 
Helen Shidler, of Chicago; by numerous other nieces 
and nephews; by a cousin, The Most Rev. Gerald Get-
tlefinger, Bishop Emeritus of Evansville, IN; and by 
his brother monks.
 Vespers of the Faithful Departed were prayed on 
Dec. 14, 2021, and the Mass of Christian Burial was 
celebrated on Wed., Dec. 15, 2021. May he rest in the 
peace of Christ!   ©TM 

Benedictine priest dies at 100

TUESDAY, FEB 15TH, 7:00 PM
St. Peter the Apostle, Joplin | Our Lady’s Hall (Basement)

RSVP to: puma2828@gmail.com

Are you searching for God's call for your life?
Has the thought of becoming a priest ever crossed your mind?

Have you ever been told you would make a good priest?

If you said YES to any of the above, this is for you! 
Join like-minded young men searching for what God has planned for 
their lives. Share a meal with Bishop Rice and our local priests, hear 

their discernment stories, and voice any questions you may have. 

All young men, high school age through adulthood, are welcome. 
Parents are invited to join us!
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S
Benton—Take your sweetheart to breakfast! St. Denis Parish Men’s Breakfast 
will be held Sun., Feb. 13, 7:15-11:30 a.m., in the parish center. Homemade pork 
sausage, ham, eggs, biscuits & gravy, fruit salad, and a drink; all you can eat for 
your goodwill donation.

Jackson—Immaculate Conception Home & School will host a Sausage & 
Pancake Breakfast on Sun., Jan. 30, 7-11:00 a.m. Cost is your donation and all 
proceeds benefit the school. Pre-selling bulk and link sausage for $4 lb., to order 
contact Courtney Ruch at (573) 521-0163 or courtneyallgier@hotmail.com. 

Kelso—St. Augustine Home and School will host the annual Euchre Tournament 
on Sat., Feb. 12, in the school gymnasium. Doors open at 6 p.m. and play begins 
at 7 p.m. The $12 donation at the door includes chili, hot dogs, and Euchre. 
Outside food and drink are permitted. For questions or more information, please 
call Sara Ressel, (573) 587-1591.

Scott City—St. Joseph Home and School will host its 20th Annual Trivia Night on 
Sat., Jan. 29 in the St. Joseph Parish Center. Test your knowledge of obvious and 
obscure information and above all have a good time with your friends laughing 
about what you know (or don’t know!) Admission is $12.50 per person with a 
maximum of 8 players per team. Soft drinks and snacks are included, outside 
food and drink are permitted. Doors open at 6 p.m. and play begins at 7 p.m. To 
reserve a table or to get more information, call the school office (573) 264-2600. 
Come join the fun!

Washington, MO—Holy Trinity Parish, Springfield, has Divine Mercy Yard 
Signs for sale to help spread awareness of Jesus’ divine mercy and love. Signs 
are made and sold by the Divine Mercy Workers of St. Francis Borgia Parish 
in Washington, MO, and are available in a variety of sizes. The order form is 
available on the parish Website; sfbparish.org, under Parish Quick Links. For 
more information or to place an order; contact Kenn Obermark, kenncarol7@
yahoo.com or call (636) 239-7456, (636) 358-3053; or contact Bill Gegg, 
bill.gegg@att.net or call (636) 667-7867.

Parishes and organizations are invited to submit notices of future events to be printed in the announcements. 
They will be printed on a space-available basis. There is no fee.

McAuley Catholic Athletic Honors
JOPLIN—Joplin’s McAuley Catholic High School senior Kevin Tran, junior Phillip Motazedi, 
and sophomore Kendall Ramsey earned Missouri Track and Cross Country Coaches Association 
Academic All-State honors for the 2021-2022 school year. To qualify for academic all-state, athletes 
must participate in the state series and attain a GPA of 3.60 or above. 
 
Senior Kennedy DeRuy reached the 1,000-point milestone on Dec. 17, 2021.  (The Mirror)

ACCEPTING APPLICANTS FOR
MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR 

St. Patrick Church and The National Shrine of Mary, Mother of the Church, Laurie, MO are 
accepting applications for the position of Maintenance Supervisor. The Supervisor maintains 
56 acres of land and facilities, directs staff, contractors and volunteers, performing a wide 
variety of maintenance duties for operation of the facilities. 3 to 5 years experience in a closely 
related	field	with	a	minimum	of	2	years	of	supervisory	experience.	Some	night	and	weekend	
work in an emergency or for snow removal, ability to work in inclement weather with physical 
ability to lift up to 50 lbs. working indoors and outdoors, operating tools, equipment and 
machinery.	Salary	commensurate	with	background	and	experience.	Comprehensive	benefit	
program included. Apply by February 15, 2022 to bookkeeperstpatricks1@gmail.com.

DIOCESAN NEWS/ADVERTISING
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R E F L E C T I O N  O N  T H E  F O U R T H  S U N D A Y  I N  O R D I N A R Y  T I M E

‘It is not you they reject, but me’
Jeremiah 1:4-5, 17-19;
Psalm 71:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 15, 17; 
1 Corinthians 12:31 – 13:13; 
Luke 4:21-30

Recently in the Gospel of Luke, 
we saw Jesus being baptized 
in the Jordan River by His 

cousin, John the Baptist. In a beau-
tiful moment showing the unity of 
the Trinity, the Father spoke of the 
Beloved Son, while the Holy Spirit 
descended in the form of a dove, all 
acting together to begin Jesus’ min-
istry.
 In the Old Testament, when the 
Holy Spirit descended upon a person, 
this often established them as a 
Prophet. The role of a prophet was to 
be the mouthpiece of God, that is, to 
speak the words of God. It certainly 
was not an easy role. Between the 
resistance of ordinary people and the 
manipulation of false prophets, the 
lives of many true prophets ended by 
exile or murder.
 Jesus, like the prophets of old, 
immediately went on a mission when 
the Holy Spirit descended on Him. 
He soon came to His hometown of 
Nazareth and proclaimed the word of 

God in the synagogue, telling them that 
the prophecy of the Messiah was being 
fulfilled in their midst. However, in 
spite of their initial excitement, He also 
gave them a warning from their own his-
tory. Citing examples from Elijah and 
Elisha, Jesus reminded the people of 
Nazareth that Israel frequently rejected 
the prophets in the past. These were 
challenging words that should have 
brought the people to repentance.
 Tragically, the Good News that Je-
sus proclaimed of-
ten fell on deaf ears 
or even made people 
violently resistant. 
His preaching was 
met with joy and 
conversion, but also by sneers, slander, 
and hatred. In this Gospel, specifically, 
the people are hateful because they 
knew Jesus growing up and dislike that 

he is now calling them to 
conversion. We can imag-
ine their secret thoughts: 
“Who does he think he is to 
come back here and tell us 
our faults? We would rather 
murder him than hear his 
challenging words.”
 We, too, may be rejected 
if we are going to follow in 
His footsteps, accepting 
the role of a Prophet which 
was given to us at Baptism. 
Our attempts to speak the 
Good News (with its call of 
repentance) may be rejected 
by others, including our own 
family, friends, or co-work-
ers. Certainly, we will do 
better if we become holier and more ap-

proachable our-
selves. But even 
at our best, some 
people, or even 
many people, will 
refuse to listen. 

 However, we will find the strength 
to continue because there is not only 
rejection. One of the greatest joys, I be-
lieve, of being a prophet of the Lord and 

his mouthpiece 
is to see the ways 
He accomplishes 
his plan through 
us. There is a 
deep thanksgiv-
ing that goes 
beyond doubt, 
frustration, or 
exhaustion when 
I think of the 
times Jesus has 
used me to draw 
someone to him. 
Jesus, too, took 
comfort in his 
disciples and 
had joy in his 
heart because of 

their faith, especially when it seemed 
like everyone was against him. As you 
continue to speak the word of God, 
pray simply for those who reject you, 
and find encouragement in those who 
share your faith.  ©TM

Father Williams is the Associate Pastor 
of Holy Trinity Catholic Church in 
Springfield and also St. Joseph the Worker 
in Ozark.

SCRIPTURE 
WISDOM
Fr. Andrew 
Williams

•	 12:00	Check	in-	Registration

•	 1:00	start	time	for	the	event

•	 Bowl	3-games,	rental	shoes	
and	ball	for	$15	in	advance	,	
$20	day	of	event.

KNIGHTS STRIKING OUT 
Bowlathon

2 7 T H A N N U A L

February 6, 2022
Enterprise	Park	Lanes	-	Springfield		|		Sunshine	Lanes	-	Springfield		|		Century	Lanes	-	Nixa

More	info	and	registration	form	
at	knightsstrikingout.org 

Event Proceeds Benefit:	Catholic Charities of Southern Missouri,	Least Of These, Inc.	Christian	County	Food	Pantry,	The Kitchen, Inc.

Robotics teams look at cargo delivery system
Cape Girardeau

On Sat., Jan. 15, the Immaculate Conception 
Catholic School, Jackson, MO, robotics teams, 
the Eaglebots and 8th Direction, competed in the 

First Lego League Eastern Missouri qualifier tournament at 
Southeast Missouri State University, Cape Girardeau.  They 
competed in Robot Design, Robot Performance (scoring 3rd 
place - 245 points and 4th place - 240 points), Innovation 
Project, and Core Values.  This year’s theme was “Cargo 
Connect,” and the teams presented to a panel of judges 
their own innovative solutions to problems they identified 
in the cargo delivery system, focusing on incorporating 
more biodegradable materials into consumer packaging 
and improving the delivery of small packages using remote 
controlled vehicles and secure deposit boxes.  Both teams 
did great, and the Eaglebots brought home the Champion’s Award for First Place Overall and 
earned a ticket to the Eastern Missouri Regional Championship in St. Louis on Feb. 5, 2022!    ©TM

We, too, may be rejected 
if we are going to follow 

in His footsteps 
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We are called by God’s grace, not our own merit
Is 6:1-2a, 3-8;
Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 7-8; 
1 Cor 15:1-11; 
Lk 5:1-11

I t is a rare thing in our Lectionary 
(the book of readings we use each 
Mass) that all three readings 

touch the same theme, but this week 
they do, as they talk about the ques-
tion of worthiness.  
 In the first reading, Isaiah pro-
claims, “For I am a man of unclean 
lips.”  In the second reading, Paul 
tells the Corinthians, “I am the least 
of the apostles, not fit to be called an 
apostle.” And in Luke’s Gospel, Peter 
joins in saying, “Depart from me, 
Lord, for I am a sinful man.” Isaiah, 
Paul, and Peter do not struggle with 
poor self-esteem but are focused on 
their unworthiness in being called to 
see or serve God.   
 These expressions resonate with 
the first response of Pope Francis, 
when asked after being elected Pope, 
“Who is Pope Francis?” to which he 
responded, “I am a sinner.” I remem-
ber thinking that is an odd response, 
you were just elected pope, you are 
the holiest person in our Church!  I 
was expecting to hear details about 
his life, like, “I am an Argentinian of 
Italian descent, our family was work-

ing class,” and maybe something about 
his spirituality. Yet he answered, like 
the protagonists today, “I am a sinner.”    
 The beautiful 
message for us is 
that in the middle 
of our sinfulness, 
God calls us as he 
did with Isaiah, 
Paul, and Peter.  God does not ask us to 
be perfect, he only asks for us to be holy.  
The problem so many times in the spiri-
tual journey is that we equate holy with 
being perfect, but that is not what God is 
saying.   
 Holiness or hagios in the New Tes-
tament means “set apart.” We are called 
to holiness, we are called to be set apart. 
God set apart Isaiah, Paul, and Peter not 
because they were more worthy than 
anyone else, but because we are made 
in the image and likeness of God, who 
alone is holy and lets us share in that 
holiness.  Saint Paul says it in this way 
in his letter to the Corinthians, “By the 

grace of God I am what I am.”  
We are called by God’s grace, not 
by our own merit.  
 We grow in holiness as we 
grow in the sacraments, espe-
cially Holy Matrimony and Holy 
Orders.  In the former, a couple 
sets themselves apart from all 
others, especially in the fidelity 
of chaste love. In the latter, dea-
cons, priests, bishops, and popes 

set 
them-
selves 
apart to 
help the 
people 

of God to grow in holiness.  
 Holiness then does not 
bring us to superiority over oth-
ers, it leads us to our uniqueness 
of who we are, and how we use 
this uniqueness for others, not 
ourselves, is what we call our 
vocation in life. We will never 
know our purpose/vocation, until we 
learn that we are set apart for God. This 
is what Peter discovers in the Gospel 
today.  
 How is God asking you to set your-
self apart for him?   Through marriage 
or religious life/Holy Orders?  As a 
much-needed youth minister? Or one 

who cares for the poor? Or abandoned 
animals?  God calls each of us in a 
different way and no one is unworthy 
of God’s calling, because it is “By the 
grace of God I am what I am.”  ©TM

Claretian Fr. Smith is the Pastor of Sacred 
Heart Parish, Springfield.

SCRIPTURE 
WISDOM
Fr. Raymond 
Smith, CMF

JESUS IN BOAT WITH FISHERMEN DISCIPLES—
Jesus Christ on a boat with his apostles as they pull 
up fish in their full nets.  (American Tract Society: New 
York--1890. Public Domain) 

God does not ask us to be 
perfect, he only asks for us 

to be holy.  
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Register for free Now!
Doors open 7am. Mass 8am. Ends by 3:30pm.

at Springfield Catholic High School

In cooperation with the diocesan Office of Evangelization and Catechesis.

The 3rd Annual

DioSCG.org/Men
@SOMOMensCon

Saturday
Feb. 26 

2022

Men’s
Conference

Catholic

Deacon Harold
Featuring

Burke-Silvers

DIOCESAN NEWS/ADVERTISING

Preregistration is necessary: If you are a new registrant please go to www.virtus.org and click on 
“first time registrant” on the left, and follow the prompts to register for Online training. Instructions 
for the registration process can also be found on the Child and Youth Protection Page of the 
diocesan Website.
www.dioscg.org/wp-content/uploads/How-to-Register-for-a-VIRTUS-withOnline-Option.pdf

Training sessions are for adults only. The link to updated schedules may be found at www.
dioscg.org just above the events calendar.
Along with the VIRTUS “Protecting God’s Children” training for adults, before regularly engaging in 
activities involving minors and/or vulnerable adults, new volunteer or employees are also required 
to submit a current Background Disclosure and Authorization Form and the annual Code of Conduct, 
which are available on the VIRTUS Website and the Diocese of Springfield-Cape Girardeau Child and 
Youth Protection Webpage: www.dioscg.org/child-youth-protection/

For more information, please contact the Office of Child and Youth Protection, 
childandyouthprotection@dioscg.org; or Bill Holtmeyer, billholtmeyer@dioscg.
org; or Rosie Francka rfrancka@dioscg.org, (417) 866-0841.

 
Training is currently available Online. 

CHRISTMAS FLOAT—Sacred Heart Parish, Thayer, won Second Place in the Thayer 
Christmas Parade held Sat., Dec. 11, 2021. The Mirror staff thinks the Christmas sweaters 
gave the parish an edge in the competition.  (Submitted photo)

Parish float wins 2nd Place in Christmas Parade



January 21, 2022 The Mirror   9

Joe Pehar 
Assistant General Agent 

Spinelli Agency 
Cell: 314-220-9146 
joe.pehar@kofc.org 

Loy Shrum,  
FICF 

Cell: 573-382-0952 
loy.shrum@kofc.org 

Leopold, Jackson  
and Fredericktown

Luke Henry, 
FSCP, FICF 

Assistant General Agent 
Mahon Agency 

Cell: 913-568-6518 
luke.henry@kofc.org 

 

Jim LePage 
Cell: 417-827-9659 
jim.lepage@kofc.org 
 St. Anne-Springfield,  

Fr. Benedict-Joplin, St. Mary’s,  
Neosho, Webb City, Carthage, 

Lamar, Nevada, Stockton

Scott Hinkebein,  
FIC 

MDRT, Court of the Table 
Cell: 417-827-0303 

scott.hinkebein@kofc.org 
Kimberling City, Forsythe,  

Shell Knob, Pulaskifield-Cassville,  
Pierce City, Branson, Ozark, 

Houston, Willow Springs, Ava,  
West Plains, Billings,  

Springfield-St. Agnes Cathedral, 
Montrose, Butler

Darrell Hinkebein,  
LUTCF, FICF 

MDRT 
Cell: 417-827-4949 

darrell.hinkebein@kofc.org 
Nixa, Bolivar, Verona-Aurora, 

Marshfield, Mt. Vernon,  
Monett, Springfield - Holy Trinity 

and I.C., Holy Family  
Campus Ministry

Vance Todt, 
FICF 

Cell: 573-475-0969 
vance.todt@kofc.org 

Oran, Dexter, Glennonville, 
Advance, Poplar Bluff  

and Scott City

L I F E  I N S U R A N C E  •  D I S A B I L I T Y  I N C O M E  I N S U R A N C E  •  L O N G - T E R M  C A R E  I N S U R A N C E  •      R E T I R E M E N T  A N N U I T I E S  

MAHON AGENCY 
John A. Mahon, FICF, LUTCF, FSCP 
Office: 855-356-4849 
john.mahon@kofc.org 
1275 S.W. Topeka Blvd. 
Topeka, KS 66612  

SPINELLI AGENCY 
George Spinelli, FICF, LUTCF, CLU 

Office: 636-390-2525 
george.spinelli@kofc.org 

102 Lurhaven Circle 
Camdenton, MO 65020 

Servicing Central and South East Missouri 

© Knights of Columbus, 1 Columbus Plaza, New Haven, CT 06510

Karlios Hinkebein,  
FIC 

Cell: 573-382-1897 
karlios.hinkebein@kofc.org 

Cape Girardeau

This Year, Make Protecting Your  
Family the First Resolution You Keep.

Mirror Ad_Jan 2022.qxp_Mirror Ad  1/7/22  3:46 PM  Page 1
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•	 Despite	rising	postage,	paper,	and	production	costs,	
the subscription rate hasn’t changed since 2002.	We	
also	offer	your	paid	subscription	in	a	digital	format	as	
an	alternative	to	USPS	delivery.

•	 Parishes receive free coverage of events	through	
our	announcements	section,	or	display	ads	(as	space	
allows).

•	 The	Mirror’s bi-weekly reports on global Church 
news, papal directives, communications from our 
bishop, and timely notices of local diocese activities 
are a major source of unity	among	our	66	parishes	
and	18	missions.

The annual subscription rate of $14 brings 26 informative issues to your mailbox.

Keep the Faith!	SUBSCRIBE TO

Now,	as	we	observe	the	annual	2022 collection	for	
The Mirror,	we are asking all households to take a 
paid subscription, and to consider taking a second 
subscription for someone else	to further the cause of 
our sacred purpose.	In	deciding,	please	consider	the	
following:

•	 As diocese outreach grows to keep pace 
with the needs of those we serve, the 
demands on our limited budget continue 
to rise. Your support of The	Mirror will 
contribute significantly toward fulfillment 
of our diocesan mission of 

One	Church	East	to	West
“To	joyfully	live	in	our	Catholic	faith	as	
intentional	disciples,	leading	all	to	a

	full	life	in	Jesus	Christ.”

Please register and pay for your subscriptions through your parish office. 
To arrange for digital delivery of your paid subscription, contact Debbie Thompson, 417.866.0841, dthompson@dioscg.org. T hank you!

For over 50 years,	
The	Mirror has been an important 
communications link among parishioners 
across our geographically broad diocese. 


