
Dear {VENDOR/SUPPLIER NAME}, 

 

My name is {YOUR NAME} and I have been a loyal customer of your business for over 

{NUMBER} years. I regularly purchase over {$$ AMOUNT} in {ITEMS PURCHASED} from 

your business, transporting these supplies by means of the Alaska Marine Highway System to 

supply my business in Kodiak. 

 

If the Governor’s budget is passed as is, the Alaska Marine Highway System will be gutted, 

dissolving my only avenue to transport the bulk purchases I make with you and other Anchorage 

and hard road-system Alaska businesses. This would leave me no choice but to have my {$$ 

AMOUNT} worth of items sent by barge via Seattle, bypassing your business. I am confident 

that I am not your only customer in this situation. 

 

Have you considered reaching out to your legislator(s) to express the importance of the Alaska 

Marine Highway to the health of your business? The situation is dire regarding the Alaska 

Marine Highway, and without input from constituents like you, your legislator(s) may not realize 

that the AMHS is worth saving. Here are some quick facts. Feel free to reference these if you 

choose to write to your legislator(s).  

• AMHS is a vital road system just like the Glen, Richardson and Seward Highways. 

• It is the only road-connection for businesses and individuals in communities like Juneau, 

Sitka, Ketchikan, Cordova, Kodiak, Dutch Harbor and many others to buy and transport 

large items and bulk quantities from within the state. 

• Dismantling the Alaska Marine Highway System would likely force the almost 75,000 

residents of these 27 communities off the hard road-system to route their purchases 

through Seattle, completely bypassing Anchorage and the rest of Alaska! That’s a huge 

loss of revenue for Alaska businesses! 

• Additionally, all Alaskans would be losing an entire means of transportation and of visitor 

access. 

• Not only coastal Alaskans use the Alaska Marine Highway! Anchorage and Mat-Su 

residents accounted for 20,000 bookings and 15% of revenue to AMHS from Alaskans. 

• 52% of visitors who travel on AMHS visit Anchorage, 36% visit Denali, and 25% visit 

Fairbanks. 

• Anchorage was the top destination for visitors using AMHS, each spending on average 

$1700 while there. 

 

I urge you to examine your own business, your customers, and consider the impact your business 

might feel if it loses access to this many customers. Please consider contacting your legislator(s) 

immediately, as this matter is tenuous, and a timely response is necessary.  

 

Thank you for your attention and action.  

 

Below is a list of email addresses for Anchorage legislators: 

Senator.Tom.Begich@akleg.gov, Senator.Chris.Birch@akleg.gov; Senator.Mia.Costello@akleg.

gov, Senator.Cathy.Giessel@akleg.gov, Senator.Elvi.Gray-

Jackson@akleg.gov, Senator.Natasha.VonImhoff@akleg.gov, Senator.Bill.Wielechowski@akleg

.gov, Representative.Matt.Claman@akleg.gov, Representative.Harriett.Drummond@akleg.gov, 
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Representative.Zack.Fields@akleg.gov, Representative.Jennifer.Johnston@akleg.gov, Represent

ative.Andy.Josephson@akleg.gov, Representative.Gabrielle.Ledoux@akleg.gov, Representative.

Lance.Pruitt@akleg.gov, Representative.Sara.Rasmussen@akleg.gov, Representative.Josh.Reva

k@akleg.gov, Representative.Laddie.Shaw@akleg.gov 

  

Kind Regards, 
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