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Emma Maner comes to KDS High School as an English teacher. She will also serve as junior varsity 

volleyball coach and assistant track coach. Emma is a 2011 graduate of Chelsea High School in 

Chelsea, Alabama. She holds a Bachelor’s degree in Social Work from the University of North 

Alabama and a Master’s degree in Education from the University of Alabama Huntsville. Prior to 

coming to KDS, Emma taught at Jemison High School and Central Middle School. Emma and her 

husband John live in Huntsville with their 3 “fur babies”. In her free time, she enjoys hiking, kayaking, 

hunting, fishing, and reading. Emma says, “I am so excited to be a part of the KDS DAR family! I 

can’t wait to get to know all my students and have a great year.” 

 

KDS Elementary School welcomes Mary Grace Cook Stubblefield as kindergarten teacher. A 2002 

KDS graduate, Mary Grace earned both B.S. and M.S. degrees in Education from Jacksonville State 

University. She began her teaching career in 2006 at Asbury Elementary School, and then 

transferred to Claysville Elementary in 2009. Mary Grace and her husband Kevin (KDS Class of 

1996) have a daughter, Abby, who attends Cherokee Elementary School in Guntersville and a son, 

John Ross, who is a student at KDS Elementary. Mary Grace says, “I am excited to be back on the 

KDS Campus. I look forward to experiencing all the traditions I experienced as a student here many 

years ago.” 

 

KDS Elementary School welcomes Kayla Owens to its staff as a Pre-K auxiliary teacher. A KDS 

graduate of the class of 2002, Kayla holds a Bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education from 

Athens State University. This will be her first year to teach. Kayla and her husband Daniel live in 

Grant with their three children; a son, Braden, and a daughter, Kenley, who attend KDS Middle 

Seated from left: Ellie Brown, Kayla Owens, Dr. Tenna Anderton, Beth Barnes, Tina Wright 

Standing from left: Tyler Esson, Carla Glover, Mary Grace Stubblefield, Leah Manning, Ashley Traylor,  

Emma Maner, Hannah Sims, Shelia Rainwater, Stacy Binkley 



A KDS graduate of the Class of 2012, Ellie Kennamer Brown joins the staff at KDS Elementary 

School as a special education teacher. Ellie graduated from Snead State Community College in 

2014 with an Associate’s degree in Education. She then attended Athens State University, earning a 

Bachelor’s of Science degree in Elementary Education and Collaborative K-6 in 2016. Ellie began 

her teaching career in 2017 at Asbury Elementary School and transferred to Claysville Elementary 

School. She and her husband Corey live in Guntersville. They have one daughter, Sadie Louise, 

who is 2 years old, and are expecting a second daughter near the end of September. Ellie enjoys 

painting, remodeling, cooking, working with flowers, and doing fun things with her daughter. She 

states, “I am so excited to be coming back to my alma mater. It has always been a dream of mine to 

teach here and for my children to attend KDS. I am looking forward to helping guide young minds 

into productive, thoughtful students that will go on to make KDS proud.” 

 

Tyler Esson comes to KDS Middle School as a math teacher. A 2008 graduate of Chestatee High 

School in Gainesville, Georgia, Tyler earned a Bachelor’s degree in Civil Engineering Technology at 

Southern Polytechnic State University in 2012. He then went on to earn a Master’s degree in 

Mathematics at the University of North Georgia in 2015. Before coming to KDS, Tyler taught at West 

Hall High School in Georgia for four years. He and his wife Jeri live in Vinemont, Alabama. They 

have a 15-month-old daughter named Tayler. In his free time, Tyler enjoys soccer, football, baseball 

and basketball. He also loves the outdoors, whether it is hiking or doing yardwork. Tyler says, “I look 

forward to working at a school that is loved and supported by its community.” 

 

A 2008 KDS graduate, Elizabeth (Beth) Judd Barnes joins the staff at KDS as one of two school 

nurses. Beth studied nursing at Northeast Alabama Community College, earning her degree in 2010. 

She began her nursing career in 2011 with New Beacon Hospice. In 2016, Beth continued with New 

Beacon part-time when she also began to work as a substitute school nurse in the Marshall County 

School System. Beth and her husband Jeremy (KDS Class of 2004) live in Grant. They have two 

sons, Calen, age 7, and Gabe, age 8, who are students at KDS Elementary. In her free time, Beth 

enjoys playing volleyball and reading. She proudly states, “My kids are 4
th
 generation Patriots! I am 

so thankful to be at my alma mater. This school feels like home to me. I am excited to make an 

impact on our students’ daily lives!” 

 

Karla Glover also joins KDS as school nurse this year. She is a 2001 graduate of New Hope High 

School and earned her LPN degree at Calhoun Community College in 2008. Karla and her husband 

Seth (KDS Class of 2003) reside in Gurley, Alabama, with their sons Karson and Samuel. In her free 

time, Karla enjoys gardening, baking, and photography. She says, “I am so excited to be one of the 

school nurses at KDS. I look forward to my role as health educator to the students and becoming a 

part of the Grant community. 

 

Leah Manning began her teaching career at KDS, then transferred to Claysville. She returns to KDS 

Elementary School this year as a first grade teacher with fifteen years of experience. A 1999 

graduate of Skyline High School, Leah attended Northeast Alabama Community College then 

Athens State Community College earning a Bachelor’s degree in Education. Leah and her husband 

David Manning live in Grant with their son Jude who is a student at KDS Elementary. In her free 

time, Leah enjoys attending church services with her family and watching her son participate in 



A student at KDS in the 1970’s, Shelia Beck Rainwater brings 22 years of experience as a 

paraprofessional classroom aide to KDS Elementary School. Shelia began working at KDS in 1997, 

then transferred to Claysville a few years ago. She and her husband Ricky  have both lived in Grant 

their whole lives. They have one grown daughter, Jennifer, who is a 1992 KDS graduate. In her free 

time, Shelia enjoys reading, shopping, and attending sports events. She says, “I am so excited to be 

a part of the KDS Elementary staff. I look forward to seeing the little smiling faces each day, and I 

look forward to the sweet hugs they give me every day.” 

 

KDS Elementary welcomes Ashley Franks Traylor as a second grade teacher this year. A 2004 

KDS graduate, Ashley holds a B.S. in Elementary Education from Athens State University. After 

completing her student teaching at KDS Elementary and Middle Schools, she taught third grade at 

Douglas Elementary School two years before transferring to KDS this year. Ashley and her husband 

Joey reside Hampton Cove, Alabama. They have twin eleven-year-old sons, Luke and Landon, who 

attend Hampton Cove Middle School, and an eight year old daughter, Macie, who is in third grade at 

KDS Elementary. In her free time Ashley enjoys swimming, walking her golden retriever, decorating, 

and spending time with her family. She says, “I’m so happy to be a part of the teaching staff at the 

school I graduated from and love dearly. I look forward to getting to know all of my 2
nd

 graders and 

fellow teachers this year!” 

 

A 1990 KDS graduate, Tina Mayhall Wright comes to KDS Elementary School as a third grade 

teacher. Tina holds a B.S. in Elementary Education from Athens State University and a Master’s  

degree in Elementary Education from the University of West Alabama. She has 13 years’ teaching 

experience at Douglas Elementary and Claysville Elementary. Tina and her husband Joe (KDS 

Class of 1983) live in Grant. They have one son, Jake, who is a 2012 KDS graduate. In her free 

time, Tina enjoys watching football, shopping, and cooking. Tina states, “I am happy to be at the 

Home of the Patriots. I look forward to teaching at this beautiful school.” 

 

Hannah Sims joins the staff as a Pre-K auxiliary teacher. A 2014 graduate of Douglas High School, 

Hannah holds an Associate’s degree in Education from Snead State Community College and is  

currently enrolled at Athens State University. This is her third year as an auxiliary teacher. Hannah 

resides in Albertville, Alabama, where she enjoys horseback riding and spending time with family 

and friends. She states, “This school is different than any other, and I am so thankful to be working 

at such a beautiful place. I can’t wait for my future here and all the memories that will be made.” 


