
KDS Welcomes New Faculty and Staff 

Marissa Emery comes to KDS DAR Middle School as a sixth grade English 

teacher.  She will also serve as varsity softball coach as well as junior varsity 

volleyball coach.  A 2016 KDS graduate, Marissa holds a bachelor’s degree 

in elementary education from the University of North Alabama.  She currently 

resides in Union Grove, Alabama.  Prior to accepting the position at KDS, 

Marissa taught at Oak Grove Elementary School.  In her free time, she enjoys 

hiking, watching sports, and spending time with her family and friends. 

Marissa says, “I am very excited to be back home at KDS, and I really look 

forward to what this year has in store for us!” 

KDS DAR Elementary School welcomes Shelby Cranford Edmonds to its 

faculty as a first grade teacher.  A 2013 graduate of KDS, Shelby graduated 

in 2016 from the University of Alabama with a degree in elementary 

education.  She is currently enrolled at the University of West Alabama in 

pursuit of a master’s degree in library media.  Shelby comes to KDS after 

teaching three years at Brindlee Mountain Primary School.  She has been 

married to Maston Edmonds for three years.  They live in Grant with their one

-year-old son Jay.  In her free time, Shelby enjoys photography, crafts, and 

spending time with her family and friends.  Shelby states, “I am excited to be 

back on campus at KDS.  After graduating in 2013, I have always wanted to 

return to the classroom here to pour into the community as the community 

has poured into me.  I am so thankful to now have that opportunity.” 

A 2001 KDS graduate, Stephanie Barnes Moore joins the staff as the 

Elementary Reading Coach.  Stephanie graduated at Jacksonville State 

University in 2004 with a bachelor’s degree in elementary education and is 

currently enrolled at JSU to obtain a reading specialist master’s degree. 

Currently in her 14
th
 year of teaching, she has taught in Guntersville City 

Schools, Huntsville City Schools, and spent the last three years teaching 

kindergarten at Brindlee Mountain Primary School.  Stephanie and her 

husband Jordan live on Gunter Mountain.  Their children Baylee, age 8, and 

Carson, age 5, are students at KDS DAR Elementary School.  In her free 

time, Stephanie enjoys spending time outdoors with her family and friends.  “I 

am so excited to be back at KDS!  I was blessed to attend KDS as a student, 

and I am honored to return to KDS as a teacher”, Stephanie said.  “I look 

forward to giving back to the school and community that has given so much 

to me.” 

KDS DAR School is pleased to welcome new faces to its faculty and staff for the 2020-2021 school 

year. 



A first year teacher, Alexis Taylor Ratchford joins the faculty at KDS DAR 

Elementary School in a first grade classroom.  A member of the KDS Class of 

2012, Alexis is a graduate of Snead State Community College and Athens 

State University.  While working toward her degree is elementary education, 

Alexis gained three years of classroom experience working as a teacher’s 

aide in the KDS Middle School Learning Resource Center.  She resides in 

Grant with her husband Kyle Ratchford who is a 2008 KDS graduate.  In her 

free time, Alexis loves to travel and spend time with family and friends.  

“Words cannot express how grateful I am to have the opportunity to begin my 

teaching career at KDS Elementary,” she says.  “I am so excited to meet my 

students and start this wonderful journey at KDS!” 

Rhonda Gibbs joins the KDS DAR Elementary School faculty as the school’s 

counselor.  Rhonda is a graduate of West End High School in Walnut Grove, 

Alabama, and holds a Bachelor of Science in early childhood and elementary 

education.  She also holds a master’s degree in school counseling. Rhonda’s 

professional career includes seven years teaching in elementary classrooms; 

eight years as an elementary counselor; and 12 years in high school 

counseling, including administrative central office duties such as Counselor 

Coordinator and Test Coordinator.  She and her husband Greg reside in 

Grant.  They have two grown children and four grandchildren.  In her free 

time, Rhonda enjoys gardening, baking, and travel.  “I am looing forward to 

meeting new people and students in the area,” she says.  “Grant is 

Alabama’s best kept secret!  The beauty of the land and its people are quite 

welcoming. I  graduated from a high school where the mascot is a Patriot.  

After 27 years in education, it is great to know I can possibly finish my career 

as a Patriot, too!  Once a Patriot… always a Patriot!” 

Class of 2003 KDS graduate Brooke Neal joins the Elementary School staff 

in the position of school nurse.  After earning her LPN degree from Calhoun 

Community College in 2009, Brooke worked in Dr. Patrick Tucker’s office for 

four years.  She then worked part time as a substitute school nurse in 

Jackson County and Huntsville City Schools to be with her children more 

when they were very small.  Later, she worked at Highlands Family Medicine. 

Brooke became a full-time school nurse last year when she accepted the 

position at Brindlee Mountain Elementary.  She has three children; a 

daughter, Ava, age 10, and twin sons, John and Andrew, age 7.  Brooke 

says, “I am excited to be back at my home school and working with some of 

my classmates.  I look forward to meeting each new little one at KDS 

Elementary!” 



Danny Anderson joins the staff at KDS High School as physical education 

teacher and varsity boys basketball coach.  Danny graduated from Elkmont 

High School in 1998 and the University of North Alabama in 2005.  Before 

coming to KDS, he served as teacher and coach at Hazel Green High 

School and Lincoln County, Tennessee, High School.  Coach Anderson 

lives on the KDS campus in Minor Cottage with his wife Jennifer and their 

three children.  Son Jaylon is a student at KDS High School; daughter 

Brooklyn is a student at KDS Middle School; and son Eli is at KDS 

Elementary.  In his spare time, Coach Anderson enjoys sports, the 

outdoors, and spending time with his family.  “I’m excited to be a part of this 

school and community”, he states. “I look forward to getting to know our 

students and staff.” 

Beverly Bearden Stapler joins the staff at KDS DAR Elementary School 

as a Pre-K lead teacher.  A 1997 graduate of KDS, Beverly received her 

bachelor’s degree in early childhood education from Athens State 

University in 2017.  Before coming to KDS, she served as a Pre-K auxiliary 

teacher for three years.  Beverly and her husband Chris live in New Hope 

with their three children; 15-year-old Braden, 12-year-old Brynn, and Bailee 

who is 9.  All three are students at KDS.  In her free time, Beverly loves to 

travel and spend time with her family and friends.  “I’m so excited to be 

back at KDS,” she says.  “I am ready for a great year!” 

KDS DAR Elementary School welcomes Rachael Pitts Brothers to its Pre
-K program as an auxiliary teacher.  A 2009 KDS graduate, Rachael 
attended Snead State Community College and earned a Bachelor of 
Science degree in elementary educational Studies in 2018.  This will be her 
4th year in a Pre-K classroom.  She was at KDS Pre-K for two years, was 
transferred to Douglas for one year, and is now happy to be back at KDS.  

Rachael and her husband Brandon live in Guntersville with their sons. 
Kobe, who is 11 years old, participates in a home school program, and 5-
year-old Alec is in kindergarten at KDS.  In her free time, Rachael enjoys 
spending time with her family and shopping.  She says, “I look forward to 
the upcoming school year. I am beyond excited to be back here at KDS! 
There is truly no other place like this great school.” 

KDS Elementary welcomes Carlee Sims to its staff as a Pre-K auxiliary 

teacher.  Carlee is 2013 graduate of Douglas High School and holds an 

associate’s degree from Snead State Community College.  She is currently 

working towards a bachelor’s degree in elementary education from Athens 

State University.  Prior to coming to KDS, she worked at Douglas 

Elementary as the intervention and computer teacher.  She and her 10-

month-old daughter Charlee Jane live in Guntersville. In her free time, 

Carlee enjoys all outdoor activities as well as traveling and spending time 

taking care of her daughter.  “I look forward to meeting my new students 

and making new friends,” she says.  “I am so excited to be in a new place.” 



KDS DAR Elementary School welcomes Jessica Mickel to its faculty as a 

kindergarten teacher.  A  2006 graduate of Guntersville High School, 

Jessica earned her degree in elementary education at Athens State 

University in 2015.  This will be her third year of teaching, having previously 

taught 4
th
 grade and middle school special education.  Jessica and her 

family live in Guntersville.  Her children, Grace age 13, John William age 10 

and Wyatt age 3, attend Guntersville City Schools.  In her free time Jessica 

enjoys reading, attending her children’s sports, cooking, and Alabama 

football. “I am so excited for my first year teaching kindergarten and to be 

part of the KDS family,” she states.  “I look forward to watching my students 

grow from their first day to their last day of school.” 

Nick Ridgeway joins the faculty at KDS Middle School as a teacher and 
coach.  He will teach 7

th
 and 8

th
 grade science classes and will serve as 

middle school football and basketball coach.  Nick is a 2016 gradate of 
Fort Payne High School.  He graduated with a Bachelor of Science 
degree from Jacksonville State University in 2020.  This will be his first 
year of teaching.  Nick lives on the KDS campus in the New York Cuff 
Cottage.  Nick’s hobbies and interests include coaching, hunting, fishing, 
golf, and spending time with his dog Daisy.  He states, “I’m excited to be 
here at KDS DAR Middle School. I  cannot imagine a better faculty and 
administration to work with throughout this upcoming year.” 

KDS DAR Middle School welcomes Austin Pankey to its faculty as a 
teacher of 5

th
 grade social studies.  He will also serve as an assistant on 

the high school football coaching staff as well as assistant middle 
school baseball coach.  Austin is a 2014 graduate of Albertville High 
School.  He is a 2016 graduate of Snead State Community College and 
holds a degree from Jacksonville State University in exercise science 
and wellness with a minor in nutrition.  Austin and his wife Brittany live 
in Guntersville.  His hobbies include sports and all things outdoors.  “I 
am extremely blessed to be a part of a staff like the one here at KDS!  I 
have no doubt this is where the Lord wants me to be, and I am looking 
forward to the ways He can use me here”, he states.  “The patriotism 
here is incredible, as is the kindness and acceptance.  GO PATRIOTS!” 

Brandon Chastain joins the faculty of KDS Middle School as an 8
th
 grade 

mathematics teacher.  He will also be coaching the cross country and 
men’s golf teams.  A 2005 graduate of Thomas Dale High School in 
Chester, Virginia, Brandon holds a Bachelor of Arts in mathematics from 
Western Governors University, graduating in 2019.  He comes to KDS 
after having taught one year at the Marshall County Alternative School.  
Brandon and his wife Cynthia live in Union Grove, Alabama.  They have 
three children; daughter Ella Kate is a 2

nd
 grader, and son Bentley is a 

kindergartener.  Both attend Arab Primary School.  Younger son Beckham 
is two years old.  Brandon spends most of his free time attending his 
children’s activities which include dance, gymnastics, cheerleading, 
baseball, basketball, and other sports.  


