CSPI, in partnership with strategic communications firm Seven November, is pursuing a public relations push in support of the proposed updates to the USDA school nutrition standards.
 
Last year, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) proposed revisions to strengthen the school nutrition standards and improve school-provided meals. The goal of the revised standards is to more closely align school meals with the Dietary Guidelines for Americans. The USDA solicited public comment on the science-based nutrition standards, extensively reviewed and incorporated the feedback, and a final rule is anticipated to be finalized by April 2024.
 
Opposition to the proposed standards has dominated the media narrative, and with this push, we hope to reclaim the narrative to promote the gradual, evidence-based nutrition standards proposed by USDA to protect kids’ health. I know many of us have mixed opinions on some of the specifics of the rule and the best path forward. This media push intends to generate support for strengthened school nutrition standards and the rule in general, which are a needed step to protect the health of kids.
 
WE NEED YOUR HELP!
We’re looking for parents, caregivers, teachers, principals, nurses, pediatricians, and students* in Maine, New Mexico, New York, and North Dakota to be part of our media strategy and share why strong nutrition standards are important to them (or, specifically, why they care about healthier school meals). If you work with any of these stakeholder groups, (or are a stakeholder yourself in these states), we’d greatly appreciate if you could share this opportunity with them.
 
*written parental consent required for student participation
 
Each interested “spokesperson” would have an introductory conversation with our team, and then, pending interest from local outlets, may have the opportunity to:
 
· Be interviewed for a local tv or radio segment
· Speak to a reporter and potentially be quoted in a local publication
· Work with a communications professional to write an opinion piece to be published in a local publication
· Attend a press event
 
Interested individuals should fill out this interest form, or can contact us directly if preferred.

Catherine Cochran (she/her), MA
Policy Associate
Center for Science in the Public Interest
cochran@cspinet.org 
Cell: 925-989-3322
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